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REPORT

OF THE

GOVERNOR OF OKLAHOMA.

GUTHRIE, September 1, 1898.

S1rR: T have the honor to submit the following report of the condition
and progress of the Territory of Oklahoma for the year ending June 30,
1898, believing that it tells a story of progress, prosperity, and devel-
opment never before equaled in the history of the States and Territories
of the United States.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

With a population aggregating a third of a million and greater than
that of any other Territory and half a dozen different States of the
Union; with an area of 40,000 square miles or 24,499,680 acres; with
a prosperous, contented people largely engaged in agriculture and kin-
dred pursuits and producing crops that astonish the world; with a
taxable valuation exceeding forty millions of dollars; with a commerce
that has doubled and trebled in the past twelve months; with a smaller
bonded debt than any other State or Territory, and the small amount
there is having been incurred only for the erection of educational institu-
tions; with a public school system equal to any in the land; with better
facilities for higher educational training of her youth than many States
five times as old and with many times the population; with the best of
transportation tacilities and almost unlimited natural resources; with
a fertile soil, a delightful climate, bright sunshine, and health-giving
breezes, Oklahoma extends a cordial invitation to the farmer, the stock
raiser, the fruit grower, the manufacturer, the investor, the invalid, and
the homeseeker of every class to come and better his condition aud
challenges comparison with any other equal area of the continent.

Our north boundary is 37° north latitude. Except in Greer County
little of the Territory extends south of the thirty-fifth parallel. In lati-
tude it corresponds with southern Kentucky and Tennessee. Except
Beaver County, which extends in a strip 35 miles wide to the one hun-
dred and third meridian west longitude, nearly all the Territory lies
between 96° 30’ and 100° west longitude, being in the same belt as
central Kansas and Texas.

In general, the face of the country is rolling prairie, with a eonsider-
able number of rivers and streams usually flowing from the northwest
to the southeast, and often having high and steep banks. In the
eastern half there are considerable areas covered with timber, usually
of the different varieties of oak. Timber is found in the valleys of the
streams in all parts of the Territory. 657
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TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA. 659

since the taking of the Territorial census in 1896. We give here a
table showing population of the counties as returned in 1896 and again
in 1898: .

County. 1896. 1898. County. 1896. . 1898.
Beaver.cseeeiianecaciannnnnas 4,778 2,548 || Logan...... - 19, 995 23,589
Blaine. .. 6,415 8,527 || Noble.... .| 13,4021 10,421
Canadia .. 12,837 18,336 Okla,horna 19 999 | 20, 324
Cleveland .....ccoaoaaoaooL. 13, 006 15,426 || Pawnee . 8,293 ! 10,795
(011 F 1 1) . 5, 296 6,482 || Payne ....... 14, 192 | 17, 386
15 2, 986 4,129 Pottawatomie 17, 300 ] 22, 594
L 611 843 || Roger Mills.. 1,267 2,262
Garfield.-cceeieeeiniiinannan. 16,092 16,228 | Washita ... 5,404 9, 468
Grant.cooceecieinaaamianns 16,575 14,319 || Woods..... 20, 805 24,414
[©5 0=15) R 8, 500 10,132 || Woodward ... . 7,487 4,206
B 16.959 | @l8,000 || Reservations.....cccccu.u... 12, 500 13 033

*Kingfisher . . 15, 346 16, 044 "
Lincoln vouvenviveenieniannans 16, 542 21, 884 BT 7Y 275, 587 ’ 311, 400

a Estimated.

This shows the present population of the Territory to be 311,400, a
gain of 13 per cent in two years. But the enumeration taken by the
township assessors has always been found to be much less than the
actual population, as they miss almost all of the transient population
of the towns and cities, who do not list property for taxation, and it is
therefore reasonably certain that the population of the Territory at this
time is fully a third of a million.

Energetic, enterprising, pushing, and progressive, the people of Okla-
homa have come to be known as the true type ot successtul Americans.
They know no failure, give way to no difficulties, recognize no claims
as paramount to those of their own beloved Commonwealth, and wher-
ever they may be found are singing the praises of their land of sunshine
and prosperity.

In no State in the Union is the percentage of foreign-born population
so small, and the foreigners who are in the Territory are thoroughly
naturalized and identified with American ways and American institu-
tions. Coming from every State in the Union, the people are truly
cosmopolitan, but they are united in one great determined endeavor to
build here one of the grandest States of the Union, and to this end
they have conquered a new and untried land, endured hardships, sur-
mounted great obstacles, and are to-day bending every energy.

TAXABLE PROPERTY.

The return of property for taxation in the Territory for the year 1898
was as follows:

County. Amount. County. Amount.

BOAVOT tuenuuensnoseanncnnasaanneanns $1,421,158 || LOZAN +envrrreruenrannescnnenannnnns $3, 493, 962
Blaine coeeeeeoiiiiao ... . 411,906 |} Noble....o.veuvmmmiaiaaaaaa... . 1,633,724
Canadian ....oeeeeceeeaaan.. . 3,597,388 || Oklahoma e .- 4,156, 754
Cleveland...........o....... .| 1,985,072 || Pawnee.......ieevniininannnnnn - 3,034, 408
Custer..cooeeeiiinannaanas P 608,880 || Payne ........ccoceoiiiianian.. . 1,751, 28L
D.... e .. 461,793 ! Pottawatomie . 1,594, 474
Day eveeneiiiiiiia - 348,638 || Roger Mills.......oocvvemann.nn . 532, 126
Garfield................... . 1,929,349 | Washita ....... cooooieinian . 979, 561
(5221 <1 1,426,243 || Wo00dS.coeurmcicannnieannnan . 2, 532, 563
Greer e 1,219,460 || Woodward .......cvvvmiarmnnannnnn- ! 1,544, 983
KAY oomoomoees .0 1.955,344 ‘

Kingfisher....eevueeen.... _| 2,578,863 ) U | 40,623,816

LANCOM e e ceecemaeee v enanes 1, 425, 886 J

This shows an increase of $8,589,064 over last year.
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taxation, it is apparent that the Territorial financcs have been well
managed, and the wonder is that the debt is not very much greater
than it is.

A comparison with the two other organized Territories of the United
States, in a financial way, will show very favorable to Oklahoma:

As shown by the report of the governor for 1897 Arizona had a popu-
lation of 87,500, a taxable valuation of $30,613,702, and a bonded debt
of $965,588; New Mexico had at the same time a population of 242,000,
a taxable valuation of $36,396,748, and a bonded debt of $959,000;
while Oklahoma, with a population of 333,000 and a taxable valuation
of $40,623,816, has a bonded debt of but $48,000 with a net warrant
mdebtedness of about $200,000; making the debt per capita in Arizona
about $11, in New Mexwo about 84, and in Oklahoma less than 75
cents.

COUNTY INDEBTEDNESS.

The bonded indebtedness of the counties of the Territoryis as follows:

County. Amounnt. “ County. | Amount.

Beaver ... $17, 500 ‘ Logan ...ciaeiiiniiniianeinaiia e $121, 000
Blaine ...... e 24,800 | Noble...... .. 35, 000
Canadian ... 73,500 | Oklahoma . - 136, 500
Cleveland. . et 79,000 | Pawnee.. . 15, 000
Custer..... e 13,200 | Payne .......... o 77,500
Doooo.o.. - 9,050 | Pottawatoniie . 51, 500

ay ... 7,500 || Roger Mills.. P 9, 450
Garfield 46,000 || Washita..... - 15, 500
L6512 O 2 PR WoOodS. e emeee i 32, 500
Greer (no debt I R l Woodward .....ooveenmacciraeaanaaann 25, 000
Kay ........_. . 35, 000 —— ————
Kingfisher. . . 34, 800 Total .. 926, 300
TADCOM « e oo 67, 000

a No report.

OKLAHOMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Common-school education in Oklahoma has received due attention.
Growth in its schools has kept pace with material progress. The edu-
cational interests of the Territory are under the general supervision of
the superintendent of public instruction.

The law also provides for a Territorial board of education, which in a
large measure molds the educational policy of the Territory. All ques-
tions used in the examination of applicants to teach are prepared by
this board ; also regulations to be used by the county examining boards
in conducting examinations.

This board issues certificates to applicants for conductor’s and
instructor’s certificates to do normal-institute work.

1t has been the special effort of this board to improve the condition
of the district school. To this end a graded course of study was pre-
pared about four years ago, that the opportunity of the children to
receive the full benefit of the common-school course might be improved.
It was printed in pamphlet form and put in the hands of teachers and
patrons throughout the Territory. Provisions exist for the graduation
of pupils on the completion of the course of study. Great interest is
taken in the plan in most of the counties in the Territory.

Under provision of law an annual normal institute is held in each
county. The general management of the county institute is a part of
of the work of the Territorial Board of Education. Each year a manual
or course of study has been prepared by the Board to be used by the
instructors and teachers as a guide in their institute work.
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For the institutes of 1898 a graded course of study was prepared and
used in all the counties in the Territory. This consists of a gradation
of the subject-matter in the institute into three sections or divisious,
provision being made for a normnal-institute certificate to issue to the
teachers on the completion of the work of a division, and a normal-
institute diploma on the completion of the entire course. 'This plan
leads up to the teacher’s professional certificate to teach. It is adopted
as a permanent feature of our school system and it is hoped that it will
do much toward improving our common schools. The legal require-
ments for teachers are equal to those in the States, and it is gratifying
to record the estimate of the intellectual and moral worth of Oklahoma
teachers. It is the desire of our teachers to know and use the best
methods in teaching, that the best results may be obtained. The term
of service and wages are superior to some of the States. This is begin-
ning to be realized, as is shown by the frequent inquiry by nonresident
teachers for positions. A high professional sentiment will make it dif-
ficult for the nonprogressive teacher to find employment. Rapid prog-
ress has been made in attendance, and assurance is given of further
advancement in the future.

When we think of the nearly one hundred thousand boys and girls

f school age in the Territory, and of the more than two thousand
eachers, then it is that we begin to have some conception of the neces-
sity of proper organization and system in the management of a school
system which guarantees an education to every child; and this Okla-
homa has to an unusual degree.

There are in the Territory 1,879 school districts, with schoolhouses
valued at $454,574.68, under the Territorial insurance law, shown by
the following tables:

Number of school districts in Territory by counties.

County. No. H County. No.
i
BOAVET . ceeiviirnresanaceeasnnesasncnnenens 42 i T 7 97
Blaine ..... e eteeeaaaas 79 || Noble.muwuu oo 61

Canadian .. ...ocormeniini 84 |l Oklahoma ......ocevevevnannanaa.. .- 80
Cleveland. . ..o cuceuccoaennaacanneannne. 67 || Pawnee. .........ooouuiiiiinniann. .- 61
Custer...-. -- s 49 |l Payne .......... - - 98
D...... . 40 || Pottawatomie. 107
ay .. 12 || Roger Mills 16
Garfield 127 || Washita . 60
Grant. 121 || Woods.-.. 226
Greer. 61 || Woodward 54
Kay ceveeenmnnnnnn. 88 —
Kingfisher......... . 116 B ) 1,879
B 7Y 133
Value of school property by counties.
County. - Value. County. Value.

$6,118.74 || Logan .. weeeo] $22,207.75

10,450.50 || Noble..... 31,294. 0v

10,947.00 || Oklahoma 30,778.25

25.516.30 || Pawnee... 17,214.79

2,119.00 || Payne -....... .. | 83,750.00

2,033.50 || Pottawatomie. ... .............. e 30, 063. 89

25,933.00 || Roger Mills........oooooaaiiii . 3,239.40

30,704.52 || Washita .....ovniemiiiiiiann. 6, 492. 82
.. 11,366 71 || Woods. oo ioieii i i 25.601. 94
........................ 49,502.50 || Woodward......couceceaereeaanan.nnn 7,295. 50

Kay , 502,
Kingfisher.............oo...o.o... 45, 025. 15
Lincoln.ecuescaneneenennanreuans conan 26, 908. 50 Total ..., 454, 574,68
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learning, the first public buildings erected were colleges, and the first
and only bonded indebteduness of the Territory was incurred for the
erection of these colleges. Other Territories of the Union have been
content generally to wait for statehood before establishing colleges and
universities; but Oklahoma had the youth to educate and rose to the
emergency at once. Before the Territory was a year old a university,
a normal school, and an agricultural and mechanical college were ready
to receive students; and these institutions have grown and expanded
and others been added to their number, until to-day Oklahoma is prob-
ably better provided with higher institutions of learning than any simi-
lar number of people, and has permanently established a system of
public education, with all the modern and requisite appliances, more
complete than exists in some of the oldest States of the Union. Every
Oklahoman is proud of these institutions, and they are liberally patron-
ized. Excellent work is being done in each one, and the attendance is
increasing rapidly each year.

TERRITORIAL UNIVERSITY.

The university is located in Norman, the county seat of Cleveland
County, a growing town of 3,000 inhabitants. Itis beautifully located,
on high ground. Its citizens are intelligent, enterprising people, who
are in hearty sympathy with educational progress. The buailding is a
fine one. It is built of stone and pressed brick; contains 21 recitation
and reception rooms and a large chapel. 1tis located on a fine campus,
40 acres in extent, lying at a good elevation, overlooking the surround-
ing country. The campus and approaching boulevard have been plauted
in trees.

The University of Oklahoma is supported by a general tax of one-
half mill upon each dollar of valuation on the assessment roll of the
Territory. In addition to this support, section 13 in each township in
what is known as the Cherokee Outlet was reserved from settlement
for university, normal school, and agricultural college purposes in the
proclamation of the President of the United States opening those
lands to settlement. The lands so reserved have been appropriated
for the above purpose by act of Congress, and have been leased for the
benefit of the institutions named.

From these statements it will be seen that it is the purpose of the
Territory to furnish practically free to her young men and women
instruction of the highest order. This conception will be carried into
effect to the limit of the resources of the institution. Believing it to
be just as much a part of the public-school system of the Territory as
any high school in any community, it is the purpose of the manage
ment to unite with the public-school system of the Territory in making
its work articulate with the work of the graded and elementary schools,
so that the course of study provided by the Territory may be continu-
ous from the lowest primary in the public schools to the highest class
in the university.

Any young man or woman who has finished the course in a good
country school may enter the university and find educational work and
a welcome.

The work of the university has been characterized by absolute har-
mony between all the members of the faculty and the students of the
university, and no interruption or unpleasant frictions have occurred
from any source to interrupt the work of the institution.

All the members of the faculty have been active, prompt, energetic,
and for the most part constant in their devotion to their work. One of
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many varieties of wheat, corn, kaffir, cotton, grasses and other forage
plants, sugar beets, ete., the station has large orchards and fruit gar-
dens. There is a marked increase in interest in the work of the station
by citizens of the Territory, shown by a multitude of requests for infor-
mation and for the bulletins reporting results of experiments, sent free
to all applicants.

OKLAHOMA NORMAL SCHOOL.

In keeping with its determination to have the very best school system
to be had, Oklahoma declared early for the special education and train-
ing of her teachers in normal schools. The Oklahoma Normal School
was located by the first legislature at Edmond, a beautiful little ity on
the Santa IFe Railway, and the next year a brick and stone building was
erected on a finely located campus, which has since been added to until
it is one of the imposing educational structures of the West.

This institution has been successfully conducted from the start, and
is now in a most flourishing condition, reflecting credit upon the man-
agement and the faculty.

Last year its students numbered 251, a gain over the previous year
of nearly 46 per cent. This is exclusive of the pupils in the model
school, a department opened for the first time in the fall of 1897,

In the past year several thousand dollars were judiciously expended
in completing the north wing ot the building and fitting up laboratories
for the development of natural and physical science. Large additions
were made also to the library, and valuable mathematical instruments
bought. Water pipes have been run over the grounds aud through
the building. ]

The faculty, consisting of a president and 9 assistants, is thoroughly
organized, and it is believed that the future of this school will be a
source of pride to our Territory.

It is expected that in the coming year the board of education will put
gas into the building, greatly strengthen the model department, and
largely increase the library facilities.

At this writing there is every prospect of an increased attendance,
a fact which attests more strongly than words the high standing of
the school and the interest our people feel in its welfare. Educational
expansion seems to be a principle with them.

Edmond and Alva (standing as one), with their normals, are earnestly
cooperating to solve our educational problems.

NORTHWESTERN NORMAL SCHOOL.

It did not seem at the time of the location of the Northwestern Nor-
mal School at Alva that there was need for such an institution in that
part of the Territory; but a careful investigation will readily convince
the most skeptical that the institntion was needed, and it would have
been an injustice to hundreds of teachers and aspiring young people to
longer deny them an accessible institution of learning, There are in
‘Woods County alone 226 school districts demanding competent and pro-
gressive teachers, and three times that many districts in other western
counties, so located that it is out of the question for the teachers to
attend a normal school in eastern Oklahoma.

The attendance at the normal duringits first year, when the sessions
were held in a church and many disadvantages constantly present,
reached 168, and the prospects are that when the new building is com-
pleted the coming winter the attendance will be more than double. The
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graduates of the school, away from the tribal reservations and their
consequent degenerating influences. This policy was long since aban-
doned, but the boys and girls, young men and young women, gathered
here from all the different tribes of Oklahoma and Indian Territory, as
well as from many of the other tribes of the West, are given a fair
education, not only in the ordinary school and college branches, but in
farming, the trades, and domestic work of various kinds, so that they
leave the school fitted to cope with life in all its phases and to compete
fully with their white brothers and sisters. This school is most excel-
lently managed in every department, and the progress being made by
the scholars is truly remarkable. Over 500 pupils were in attendance
the past year, and in the manual training departments, in shops, laun-
dry, and household, are made the clothing and shoes of the scholars,
while the farm is made very profitable by the labor of the scholars
learning the art of the successtul tilling of the soil. In the school are
literary and debating societies that compare favorably with those of
any white college, the largest active Christian Endeavor society and
Sunday school in the Territory, and the commencement exercises this
year were of a high order and of deep interest to the hundreds of
white visitors.
OTHER INDIAN SCHOOLS.

There are a number of other Indian schools in the Territory. The
Osage tribe has as fine an equipped school building at Pawhuska as
can be found anywhere in the country. At Darlington is a finely
equipped and managed school for the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, while
there are also large and well conducted schools at White Eagle, Sac
and IFFox, Shawneetown, Seger, Anadarko, Rainy Mountain, and other
points, in which all the Indian children of the various tribes are being
trained and educated and the advancement of the race insured.

OTHER SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.

There are a number of sectarian and other schools in the Territory.
The Catholics have several large schools in the Osage reservation, a
college at Sacred Heart, and one at Guthrie. The Congregationalists
have an academy at Perry and a college at Kingfisher, where they are
erecting a fine building.

The Friends have an academy at Stella, Woods County, and schools
at several other places.

The Methodists have arranged to erect a hall iu connection with the
Territorial University at Norman, and there are good business colleges
at Guthrie and Oklahoma City.

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS.

From a social and religious standpoint Oklahoma will compare favora-
bly with any of the old settled States. A people who hold religious
services in every town before it is a week old; organize fraternal socie-
ties in the rush and hurry of pufting up tents and other temporary
shelter; erect cliurches and schoolhouses among the first permanent
structures in a community; locate colleges and universities before they
do capitols, penitentiary, or asylums, and issue their first bonds to erect
higher institutions of learning, need nothing further to prove their
educational worth, moral and religions standing. All of the leading
religious denominations are represented in the Territory, and every
town has handsome and commodious church structures. In fact, some
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The school is in charge of Miss Kate Lindsay, a capable teacher of the
deaf and dumb, who has had seven years’ experience in this special
work. The school hours are the same as in the public schools of the
Territory, but the pupils are required to study one hour each evening
of the school days. On Sunday a Sabbath school is held and Bible
study conducted in the mute language. This language is used in
returning thanks at meals.

The pupils have made surprising progress in their school work, and
it is a pleasure to record that moral development has kept pace with
the intellectual, and the majority have learned and put into practice
many of the virtues essential to the maintenance of good character, of
which they were before ignorant or concerning which they were appar-
ently indifferent.

THE BLIND.

The last legislature made an appropriation for the care and education
of the blind of the Territory, but the amount of the appropriation was so
small that it has been impracticable as yet to make any arrangements
for the establishment of a school or asylum.

REFORM SCHOOL.

It seems desirable that Oklahoma should have a reform school for
. youthtul criminals, for within the past few years a number of mere boys
have been sent to the penitentiary, who, with the training to be secured
in a proper reform institution, might become useful citizens.

The legislature has empowered me to contract with other States for
the care of such youth; but having failed to make a specific appropria-
tion it has been impossible to complete any arrangements.

INSANE ASYLUM.

Oklahoma’s insane are cared for by contract with the Oklahoma
Sanitarium Company, who have erected a large and commodious asylum
or hospital of brick and stone near the city of Norman, in Cleveland
County. The first contract, which had been made at the rate of $300
per annum for each patient and run for three years, expired last spring,
and I renewed the contract for a second term of three years at a reduc-
tion of 334 per cent, the Territory now paying but $200 per year for
each patient. When the accommodations and care given the patients
are considered it becomes apparent that this rate is about as low as
the Territory could care for the insane in her own asylum had she one
built. :

This asylum is well conducted in every way, and the fact that private
patients are being brought from other States and the United States has
contracted with the company for the care of insane Indians speaks well
for the management and conduct of the institution. The third annual
report of the superintendent of the asylum shows that the institution
has completed a most prosperous year, marked by extensive improve-
ments in buildings and grounds and increased capacity and attendance.

Besides the addition of a large new laundry, two comfortable cot-
tages, each capable of accommodating 50 patients, have been erected
for the use of the epileptic and violent patients, thereby separating
them {rom the other milder classes of patients, to the benefit of both.
The trees, of which there are now several hundred on the grounds, are
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the Territory and the great influx of population the last year or two
there are still many thousands of acres of Government land in the
Territory, a considerable portion of which will make good homes for the
homeless people of the more populous sections of the country, where,
by energy and industry, they can establish farms that will yield of
grains, fruits, and vegetables enough for the support of a family and
the making of provision for old age or the inevitable “rainy day,”
which in the western country proves to be in reality a dry season.

This land is to be acquired under the homestead laws by the settler
filing on same at the land office, and then taking up his residence on the
land and occupying and cultivating it for five years. In Greer and
Beaver counties the settler gets his land free at the end of five years,
his only cost being $14 filing fees. In the other parts of the Territory
the land costs him from one to two and a half dollars per acre.

From reports received from registers and receivers of the different
United States land offices in the Territory I glean the number of acres
of land in each district and the number still vacant, which is given
below.

Guthrie land district.—No lands subject to entry. .

Oklahoma land district.—There are 4,095,000 acres in this district, but
138,270 acres of which are yet open to settlement as shown by the
followmg table:

Statement of lands vacant, reserved, and segregated in the Oklahoma land district, July 1,

County. Vacant. | Reserved. | Filed on. ;%g‘zg‘ié%

Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres.
BIAINO 2 n e e e e vnnanensnnensssenessssannsansessanssesasennnnn 55, 000 10, 000 65, 000
Canadian . .. 181, 420 200, 580 382, 000
Cleveland.. 80, 000 268, 000 348, 000
G (Custer) 80, 000 237, 000 326, 000
............ . 646, 000 |.ouenoo.... 646, 000
meoln ....... .. 118, 000 111, 000 229, 000
Oklahoma 36, 720 308, 010 348, 000
Pottawatomie . ... . . 273, 900 227,100 501, 000

Roger Mills......ocouivnnaan.. 108, 000 40, 000 474, 000 622, 000
Washita 18, 000 109, 000 501, 000 628, 000

B3 7 138,270 | 1,620,040 | 2,336,690 | 4,095,000

Perry land district.

County. Reserved.| Vacant.
Acres. Acres.
46,579 | o ooveannns
30,345 |.oeoiannn
30, 949 2,153
10,842 [ceuneniane

In closing, the register and receiver of that office say:

You will see from the above that there are no vacant lands in our district except
in Pawnee County, and very little of that is of any value for anything except, per-
haps, grazing land.

Kingfisher land district.—In this district there are over 1,000,000 acres
subject to homestead entry. The prospective settler can find many
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crops as a general thing, and have a market right at their door at good,
profitable prices. Many settlers can still find good farm locations in
this district, and the man who combines farming with stock raising has-
success assured.

Mangum land district.—This district embraces Greer County (in itself
almost an empire), which was given to Oklahoma by a decision of the
Supreme Court three years ago. The district embraces 1,511,575 acres
of land, 843,798 of which had been taken up preceding July 1, 1898,
leaving 667,777 acres subject to homestead entry at that time. The
rush of immigration into this county is great, and the land is being
taken up rapidly. Itis an excellent farming and stock-raising county,
and the people are generally prosperous. The register and receiver of
the United States land office, in a report to me, say:

This county is enjoying a period of great prosperity. There has been plenty of
rain for all crops the past two seasons; crops of corn, cotton, wheat, oats, vegetables,

kaffir corn, and all kinds of feed crops are immense this year. There is a large
immigration to the county this season, and the land is being rapidly taken up.

SETTLEMENT OF LANDS.

During the year settlers have taken up lands in the districts as
follows:

Guthrie district.......
Oklahoma City distric
Perry district....... .. R
Kingfisher district . . ................. --

Enid district . ... oo il DR,

Alva diSBrict. o oo e i i it e e

- Woodward district. oo coen cenn oo i e e i 75, 607
Mangum district. . voen oo it et e e e et 686, 596
0T 1,127, 466

This makes 7,046 quarter sections settled upon during the year, and
as there is generally a family on every quarter section it makes that
number of new families settled in the Territory during the year. This
is, however, but a small part of the immigration, as the greater portion
of the newecomers leased school lands, bought farms, or settled in the
towns. Still we have farms and homes for many thousands more.

SCHOOL LANDS.

By act of March 4, 1889, opening Oklahoma to settlement, sections
16 and 36 were reserved for the the use and benefit of common schools,
and the reservation was confirmed by the organic act. The authority
to lease these lands for a term not exceeding three years for the use
and benefit of the common schools of the Territory, under rules and
regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, was conferred
upon the governor by act of March 3, 1891.

By authority conferred upon him in the act opening the Cherokee
Strip to settlement, the President in his proclamation of August 19,
1898, not only reserved the regular school sections of 16 and 36, but also
sections 13 and 33 in every township in what now constitutes Kay,
Grant, Woods, Woodward, Garfield, Noble, and Pawnee counties, sec-
tion 13 for the benefit of the colleges and university of the Territory
and section 33 for public buildings.

By act of May 4, 1894, Congress turned the school lands over to the
Territory and constituted the governor, secretary, and superintendent
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or by late comers not able to buy farms. They are generally in a good
state of cultivation, having more land broken and cultivated than the
surrounding homesteads, and the improvements of a substantial kind.
The reports of appraisers, sent out this year, show values of improve-
ments on single quarters running as high as $1,500 and $1,800. Lessees
desiring to renew their leases are given preference rights upon certain
conditions, and are amply protected in their improvements. The con-
stant flow of immigration the past year has caused an increased demand
for school lands, and in several counties every quarter is leased at a
profitable figure. There are, however, many quarter sections of good
agricultural land still unleased, which will make very desirable homes
for new settlers, and the system of transfer of leases enables persons
to buy out lessees on excellent improved quarters, often with growing
crops thereon, and secure comfortable homes on productive farms at a
a very low figure.

The school-land department has grown from a very small beginning,
with one man doing everything, to the largest and most important
department of the Territorial business. The records for the office show
at this time the names of about 6,000 lessees; there are in the safes
11,086 notes for deferred payments, and in addition to the collection of
rental, appraisment, and transfer of lands and a correspondence of sev-
eral hundred letters a day, the office force has in the past year made
out and recorded 2,800 leases, a Jarge proportion of which were for
lands heretofore unleased, but which now make a handsome addition
to the receipts of the office, which now aggregates well up toward
$200,000 per annum. During the year the cash receipts of the office
were $186,789.49; 1,354 quarter-sections heretofore vacant were leased,
and $165,293.70 in notes added to the various funds. Of the $96,866.98
of past due rentals turned over by the preceding administration, $49,-
534.76, or over 45 per cent, has been collected. A special agent has
been sent out to investigate vacant lands, and already $2,574.39 has
been collected from parties who were using school lands without lease.
The total expense of conducting the department during the year has
been 6.8 per cent of the receipts, as compared with 8.3 per cent the
year preceding, and 9.3 per cent in 1896,

I invite your attention to the following tables giving the status of
the school-land funds and all details:

Receipts and expenditures for the year ending June 30, 1898.

On hand June 80, 1897. . ... . Lo $3, 460. 11
Received from June 30,1897, to June 30,1898................ 186, 789. 49
———— $190, 249. 60
Expenses for the year........ ... ..cooceiiioo. Neeeeeaas 12,719.71
To breasurer - oo oo o i e e e ieene e aaaan 152, 068. 64
Returned to applicants. ... ..ot il 626. 95
Balance on hand. ... .v ceun oenvaveeecone soemencenncannanen- 24,834, 30

— L 190,249.60

Receipts and expenditures of each fund for the year ending June 30, 1898.

COMMON SCHOOL.

Cagh 18CeIVEA. anue i eeeen aen cece ceaeeaaccscmacacccaecncons e caen anee $134, 182. 67
B 054 1) 1T PPN $8, 816. 14
Returned to applicants. ... ...oo. o oii it it 563. 45
Net Proceeds. covvmn oo ieaen tiiaeiieiccscereceme e 124, 803. 08

134, 182, 67
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Amount of distribution per capita each year.

Year ending June 30—

RPN . | X8 .
. 3 2 .56
3 .12
1805 e e e e e e et i et aiebeeeeaeneaae s .69
R .62
3 N .86
3 1.34
Notes on hand.
When due. Number.| Amount. When due. Number.| Amount.
Common school : College—Continued.
Jan.1,1892 ...ccieeeen-n 13 $745. 22 Deec. 15,1900 2 $99. 00
Apr.1,1892............. 16 465. 40 Oct.1,1901 ... 8 264. 00
Dec. 15,1892 ... ... ... 28 825. 15 Dec. 15,1901 .. 2 99. 00
Jan.1,1893 c.eeannnnonn 28 1,359.75 Oct.1,1902 ....cc........ 2 66. 00
Apr.1,1893 .aneoiaaan 21 544. 90
Dec.15,1893 cencenea.... 86 2,474.75 Total covveennn s 1,562 | 56, 302.94
Miscellaneous. ......... 13 291. 00
Jan.1,1894 34 1,665.75 || Public buildings:
Apr.1,1894 18 551, 40 Dec.15,18%4 .......uuenn 2 21.00
Dec. 15,1894 34 9,042, 67 Dec. 15,1895 ...oenonnann 21 975. 05
Oct. 1, 1895 23 543. 26 Oct.1,1896 ............. 1 28. 00
Dec. 15,1895 . 305 | 14,441.87 Dec.15,1896 ...cue...... 34 1,563. 81
Oct. 1, 1836 97 2, 383. 89 0ct.1,1897 wevvennnnnn.. 34 1,017.65
Dec.15,1896 .. ......... 211 | 11,432.62 Dec. 15,1897 ...c..cuen.n 33 1, 539. 37
Oct.1,1897. .. cconannnn.. 517 | 15,180.83 Oct.1,1898 ............. 407 | 14,118.73
Dec, 15,1897 .. .......... 33 2, 159. 37 Dec. 15, 1898............ 34 2,242.00
Oct.1,1898. ... ........ 2,344 | 81,207.41 Oct. 1,1899 ... .......... 498 | 16,179.22
Dec.15,1898 ... ...... 56 6, 226. 75 Dec. 15,1899 .. ......... 34 2, 242. 00
Oct. 1,1899............. 2,684 | 87,407.83 Oct. 1,1900 .. .comnannnns 362 | 12,025.67
Deec. 15,1899 ............ 51 6,031. 75 Dec. 15,1900 . ... ...coan. 3 - 99, 01
0ct.1,1900 .. ..ooivnnan. 1,011 | 28,656.76 Oct. 1,1901 . 8 323. 50
Dec. 15,1900 ..... 133.00 Dec. 15, 1901 3 99. 00
Oct. 1, 1901.... 88 2, 781.37 0Oct. 1,1902 ... 3 91. 00
Dec. 15,1901 ... 2 132. 00
Oct.1,1902 ...... 20 570. 00 Total.....c.onn.. 1,477 | 52,563. 00
Total vovecnnnnnnnn. 7,935 | 277,344.70 || Greer County, section 13:
0ct.1,1899 ............. 32 922, 65
College: 0¢6,1,1900 ..cvvuvannnn. 32 923.15
Dec. 15,1894 ............ 4 175. 00 |— _—
Dec. 15,1895 ..... 18 779. 00 Total...oveenennn. 64 1, 845. 70
Dec. 15,1896 .._.. 27 1,115. 02
Oct. 1,1896........ 3 75..00 ‘| Greer County, section 33 :
Oct. 1, 1897...... 23 495.75 Oct.1,1899 ............. 24 839.25
Dec.15,1897 . ... 21 994. 32 Oct. 1,1900 «evurevannn. 24 842.75
Oct.1,1898 ...... 410 | 14,903. 80
Dec. 15,1898 ... 28 | 2,309.00 Total............. 48 | 1,682.00
Oct.1,1899 ...... 550 | 18,138.55
Dec. 15,1899 . .. 28 2, 309. 00 Grand total ...... 11,086 | 389, 738, 34
0ct.1,1900 +.evenunenn.. 436 | 14,480.50

SALINE RESERVES.

There has been more or less agitation the past year looking toward
the opening to settlement of the Saline reserves in Grant, Woods, and
Woodward counties, in the northwestern part of the Territory. These
lands are in three reservations aggregating about 100,000 acres, and at
the opening of the Cherokee Strip to settlement were reserved from
homestead entry because of the lands having been leased years before
It has since been discovered that this lease

by the Cherokee Indians.
was never approved and hence is invalid.

The statutes of the United States require a special act of Congress to
dispose of any real saline lands, and it has been the custom to donate
them to the various States in which they are located. A large portion
of these reservations are real saline lands, with salt springs and remark-
able deposits of salt covering large areas; but there are parts which are
not saline which make excellent pasturage, and still other parts good
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troller of the Currency follows. During the past year 1 National bank
went into voluntary liquidation and 2 new ones have been established.
No failures. The following is a statement of the National banks:

Resources:
Loans and diSCOUNts v v nr o oen e ineireieeee e e e e e $589, 289. 16
Overdrafts. ... .o o i cieiieceiaann 15, 308. 18
United States bonds and premiums..._ ... . .. ... ... ... 717, 375. 00
Stocks and securities. . ... ..ol i 68, 757.75
Real estate, furniture, and fixtures ...... ... ool 62, 442. 91
Cash and sight exchange.... . ... .. ciciriiiiimnoniinaaneaaoon 651, 060. 52
Total TeSOUTCeS - - - n et oot ieeae i eeee e e cceeenceanaemaean 1, 464, 233.52
Liabilities:
Capital paid in ... ... o e it anes $280, 000. 00
Surplus and profits ... ... i iiiciiiaiiaoas 45, 253. 16
Cirenlation . .. oo oo i iiecie e 67, 490. 00
Deposits.ceer i i i taeeeneae Perenraen oo aan 1,071, 490. 36
Total liabilities. .. ... . ooo.cei i iie i iiimn e e 1,464, 233,52

This shows a gain of 50 per cent, or $520,221, in the deposits of the
national banks over their showing of a year ago. Their loans have
increased $320,039, or 125 per cent, and their cash holdings have
increased 80 per cent, or $252,312.

The figures for our banks herewith presented speak only of the past.
The results of this year’s erops are yet to be made up, and with their
abundance, the prospects for good prices, and the present financial
condition of the people, there is evident indication that the coming year
will be one of greater prosperity to the banks than the present has
been. Our banks have a larger reserve average at this time than those
of any other State or Terxjtory, and almost without exception have
their affairs in excellent condition.

‘With a reserve four times as large as is required by law, I consider
our banks in condition to meet any kind of emergency that may arise.

BUILDING AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS.

There are three or four building and loan associations in the Territory
which are doing a good business, and are important factors in building
up the towns in which they are iocated and encouraging the people in
habits of saving and economy. Their dividends average from 12 to 18
per cent per annum, compounded semiannually.,

The Guthrie association, which is the oldest, has helped build over
one hundred homes in that city; has now $38,000 loaned to stockhold-
ers, and during the past year has paid $10,000 of maturing stock to
members, who thus accumulated considerable sums from small savings.

Many outside associations, attracted by the general prosperity of the
people of Oklahoma, are coming into the Territory to get business, but
it is to be hoped that every town of any sizé in the Territory will in the
uear future have an association of its own.

INSURANCE AND INVESTMENTS.

The territorial laws regulating insurance are ample, and afford full
protection to the people against insecure and unreliable concerns.
Before doing business in the Territory all insurance and indemnity
companies must file with the secretary of the Territory, who is ex-
officio insurance commissioner, a statement of their condition, and it is
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discretionary with him as to whether or not they shall be licensed to
do businessin the Territory. It they are sound and all right he grants
them a license, but still has the right to examine them at any time and
to revoke the license and shut them out of the Territory at any sign of
weakness or insecurity.

Each year every company is required to report to- him fully the
amount of business they have done in the Territory during the year,
and they are taxed on their gross earnings in each county in which
they do business. v

The reports of the companies licensed to do business in the Territory
show the following business done during the year 1897: >

Fire insurance.—January 1, 1898.

Insurance .
Name of company. Location. writsb;’;l in I;Eggi‘;lga‘s Ii)(;‘si?s il}t;?frsr?cl
Hartford, Conn $289,135 | $4, 460 $998 $1,498
St. Louis, Mo 181, 924 3,203 1,118 1,093
British American Assurance Co. Toronto, Cana 48, 950 1,352 475 475
Connecticut. .. .cueeuviranninnn. Hartford, Conn 523, 912 8, 554 1,359 1, 359
Delaware ..ucoeeeecaaacoacesnnns Philadelphia, Pa.. 102, 272 2,719 443 ~ 16
German American .-.c.ceeeenn. New York...... . 365, 326 6, 688 3,050 2,875
German Alliance @eeeeceveencnesaan. L5 g R PP IR
Hartford .o.oooioameeaeaaaaaan. Harttord, Conn ....... 368, 917 6, 245 360 1,360
Fire Association of Philadelphia Phlladelphla, Pa.. 190, 297 5,498 1.262 1, 037
Insurance Co. of North America|..... 5 (s IO 180, 906 4,694 3,278 4, 565
London and Lancashire ......... Liverpool, England ... 209, 600 6,487 718 718
leerpool and London and Globe |..... [ U 306, 157 6, 708 1, 300 4, 800
......................... New York....comun... 280, 000 4,679 30 30
North Bntlsh and Mercantile...! London, England ..... 34, 230 (133 (R R,
Orient......cooeeiviiniimnnanan. Hartford, Conn ....... 183, 760 3,116 451 451
Providence Washington ........ Provndence, RI...... 116, 715 1,429 50 50
Pennsylvania ......ocvveannnaons Philadelphia, Pa...... 284,984 4,737 3,910 4,281
PREDIX v vennrnnnnaecnannmnnmnns Brooklyn,N. Y ....... $0,236 8,535 3, 668 3, 765
Royal coeeeeeei e Liverpool, England ... 93, 696 1,326 64 64
Shawnee@ ....cecevucaccuuecnnn Toptka, Kans.......c.jeevaseccacealacaraceraaaloioneailoaaaaai...
Springfield Fire and Marine..... Springfield, Mass ..... 797,451 12,865 3,120 3,889
Scottish Union and National....| Edinburgh, Scotland .. 142, 636 3,988 947 955
Traders c.covememeccneeanaancnas Chicago, Il ...ccuenen. 102, 225 2,583 |eemecceccifoaceananan
Westchester ....... .{ New York..... . 143,868 4,442 1,562 1,415
‘Western Assurance . .| Toronto, Canada . 65, 074 1,737 4 4
Merchants@...eeeeseevecrcssrees] NOWArK, Nod cueennns|ommmenmmmnanfoeenaiiioifiiainananalocaiiaaas
‘. Total. ... eomieiiamccaes]emmameeaneaieanaaceaan 5, 567, 271 | 107, 697 28, 656 35,188
a Entered 1898.
Miscellaneous.—January 1, 1898.  ~
Insurance :
. : s | Premiums | Losses | Losses
Name of company. Location. wx;ts;gg[n in| “Loceived. paid. | incurred.
Fidelity and Causalty........... New York............ $421, 621 $1, 359 $93 $93
Lloyd’s Plate Glass veeeveeneeaac|-o-. - s 14 4,278 131 67 67
The Traveler........... .| Hartford, Conn....... 14, 000 118 101 101
American Surety Co............. New York.....oorn-- 9,222 31 None. None.
Total. ..o eoiiccmaceeniacnsfocnmnaesnncacaanansaaacas 449,121 1,639 261 261
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Life insurance.—January 1, 1898.

685

Total in-
I?;'i.z?gge Insurance| surance [Premiums Losses | Losses
Name of company. Location, Dec. 31 written | in force | received | incurred | paid in
1856 ' | in 1897. | Dec. 31, | in 1897. in 1897. 1897.
N 1897. [
Connecticut Indem-| Waterbury, Conn.|..........|ccoceeoiiifiiiiiiiiiiiomniieaas]eanns RPN o
nity Association.q| i
Covenant Mutuala.| St. Louis, Mo ... |euoieoo]iaaeam o] omaaee oo e e i e e
Equitable Life As- | New York........ $155,193 | $94, 450 | $211,143 (¢) $167. 00 $167. 00
surance Society.
Hartfordb..........| Hartford, Conn...|..ceeeeooneimes|iveriemaee]omneneeeae]oommmcamee|onnnnnonen
Massachusetts Mu- | Springfield, Mass. [C:) 1 PSRRI PARPRRU PRPRNPR R PR PR
tual.
ME l‘,ucii.l Reserve | New York. ..| 332,500 78,500 | 216,500 $2,305.74 | 2, 000. 00 2, 000. 00
und.
Mutual Life........|.._.. [ S 248, 787 75,000 |- 304,217 | 6,801.81 50,15 50.15
Merchants Life As- | St. Louis, Mo .ceuleoemnn oo caracenaee]anersemana]canneanacaeeacacmace]oanconanns
surance of United )
States. b
New York Life..... New York........ 721,268 | 516,800 |1,135,514 25,811.21 | 4,146.25 | 4,146.25
Northwestern Mu- | Milwaukee, Wis..| 214,700 135,136 | 336,518 (c) 2,000.00 | 2,000.00
tual.
National Life As- | Hartford, Conn...| 24,000 6, 250 8, 250 178,08 None. None,
surance.
Union Central b....| Cincinnati, Ohio ..
State Life b......... Indianapolis, Ind .|..
Mutual Life Insur- | Louisville, Ky....
ance of Ken-
tucky. b
YY) PN (R 1,696,448 | 906,136 2,212,142 35,096.84 | 8,363.40 | 8,363.40
- i
«a Entered late in 1897. b Entered 1898. ¢ Not given.

RAILWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION.

History tells of no new country with a tithe of the transportation
facilities possessed by Oklahoma. The Territory can be reached by
direct trunk lines from any portion of the nation, and there is no portion
of it but is reasonably accessible to railways and their attendant com-
forts and advantages.

Crossing the eastern portion of the Territory is the main north and
south line of the greatest of American railway systems, the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe, giving a direct line to the Gulf on the south, the
markets of Kansas City and Chicago to the north and east, and those
of the mountains to the west, as well as an unbroken line to the Pacific.
Running parallel and about 40 miles west of the Santa Fe is the Gulfline
of the great Rock Island route, reaching the Gulf ports to the south;
Kansas City, Omaha, and Chicago tc the north and east, and Denver
and the Rockies to the west. Across the southern portion of the Ter-
ritory from east to west, and connecting the Santa Fe and Rock Island
lines, is the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf line, which east, in the Indian
Territory, connects with the Missouri, Kansas and Texas, the Frisco,
the Missouri Pacific, and the Pittsburg and Gulf, direct trunk lines to
the Gulf, to the Mississippi, St. Louis, Kansas City, and Chicago, and
from thence to all parts of the country.

In the northern part of the Territory is the Hutchinson and Southern
road, entering the Territory at Manchester and running southeast as
far as Blackwell, giving connectién at Hutchinson with the Union
Pacific and other lines. In the western part of the Territory the Pan
Handle branch of the Santa Fe runs diagonally through Woods and
Woodward counties, offering ready shipment for the agricultural
products and the great herds of cattle of that vast country. Both
the Santa Fe and the Rock Island touch the north line of Beaver
County, in the extreme west, and the Missouri Pacitic touches the north
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line of the Territory at Caney, Arkansas City, and Kiowa, Kans., while
the Frisco reaches it at Arkansas City and Hunnewell, Kans., and by
August 15 will be running trains into the eastern part of the Territory
over a new line,

Many new lines of railroads have been projected in Oklahoma the
past year, nearly a dozen new companies having been chartered and
half as many surveys made for new lines or extensions of those already
in operation.

The first to build was the Hutchinson and Southern, which extended
its line from Medford to Blackwell, a distance of 26 miles, and began
running trains thereon by March 1, 1898. It is less than two years
since this road built into the Territory, but their business is very satis-
factory and they have putin first-class equipment, with good track and
sidings at the half dozen or more flourishing towns that have sprung
up along their line. They are figuring on hauling 4,000 cars of wheat
out of the Territory this fall, and will extend their line a distance of
15 miles to a junction with the Santa Fe before winter. )

In the winter the Choctaw ran a survey north from Shawnee and one
west from Fort Reno. They decided to build the western line and on
July 1, 1898, were running cars into Geary, a town 17 miles west of the
fort, which in a few weeks had sprung from unbroken prairie into a
flourishing city. This line will be extended 28 miles farther to Weather-
ford in the eastern part of Custer County this fall, and will open up a
vast trade in that western country, where the cheap coal and lumber
brought in by this line, coupled with a better and more convenient
market, will be factors in the rapid development of these western
counties. They have also extended their line in the Indian Territory.

The Kansas and Southern Railroad Company have graded 15 miles
of roadbed from Hunnewell into Kay County, but no iron has yet been
laid.

The St. Louis and Oklahoma City road, in reality an extension of
the Frisco, began to grade from Sapulpa, Ind. T., to Oklahoma City .
early in the spring, and by June 30 had 16 miles of steel laid and
the grading of two-thirds of the line was completed. They expect to
have the road complete and cars running to Oklahoma City (a distance
of 103 miles), by October 15, and to later extend farther southwest.

The Kansas, Oklahoma and Southern Railway is now grading a
section of its line near Bartlesville and expects to push on through
Pawhuska, Pawnee, Stillwater, Guthrie, and Elreno from Coffeyville,
Kans., within the year. Lines are also projected in various directions
all over the Territory, but no work has been done on them.

The Rock Island road has built no extensions during the year, but
has put in nearly two miles of siding and is now at work on a mile
more; a new depot has been put in at Darlington and the train service
much improved.

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe have been improving and reno-
vating their whole line through the Territory to better accommodate
their rapidly growing business in Oklahoma and to handle their im.
mense Gulf traffic. During the year the company laid 62 miles of heavy
steel and ballasted 40 miles of track in the Territory with crushed rock,
have replaced a large number of ties, have replaced several wooden
bridges with steel ones, making a total of 740 feet of steel bridges put in,
have rebuilt half a dozen old bridges, and are building many brick and
stone arches. They have also completed a new depot at Seward, new
depot, reading room, bathrooms, and eating house at Purcell, and a new
eating house and reading room at Woodward ; have put in four additional
2,000-foot passing tracks and 8,500 feet of side track to accommodate

.
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new elevators, grain bins, coal bins, lumber yards, and other local
industries, at different points between Arkansas City and Purcell.

The coming year they expect to complete the stone ballasting, replace
all the old bridges with new, put in the block system, and make many
more improvements in Oklahoma, and also contemplate spending
$1,500,000 improving the line from Oklahoma to the Gulf.

COMMERCE.

The commerce of Oklahoma, both local aud foreign, has increased at
a very rapid ratio in the past few years, and the freight carried by the
railways out of and into the Territory the past year has been more than
double that of any previous year. Oklahoma wheat has been going to
the elevators of the North and East and to the Gulf, and thence to for-
eign lands; flour has gone to Central and South America by the cargo;
train loads of cotton to Liverpool and even to far-off Japan; fruits,
melons, and vegetables to even the other fruit belts of the nation; cat-
tle and hogs to every market of the nation and to many foreign lands,
while implements, vehicles, dry goods, clothing, and various other sup-
plies have been coming in in greatly increasing quantities, and house-
hold goods and other emigrant possessions have filled many trains and
added largely to the aggregate of business. The two trunk lines pass-
ing through the Territory find the Oklahoma portion of their lines the
best paying of their entire system. Take Guthrie, for example; the
increase of freight business each month of the year was greater than
the entire business for any previous month in the history of the Terri-
tory. The commerce toward the Gulf the past year has increased very
perceptibly, and I believe it would be greatly to the advantage of the
entire Territory to cultivate still closer trade relations with the Gulf
ports.

The following abstract of business done in certain lines at their dif-
ferent stations in Oklahoma, as furnished by the several railroads in
the Territory, gives some idea of the huge proportions of the Territory’s -

commerce:
CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND, AND PACIFIC.

Goods shipped from stations in Territory.

| ' |
Commodities. Renfrow. | Medford. | Jefferson. Pond Creek.| Kremlin. fNortb Enid.| FEnid.

Pounds. | Pounds. | Pounds. | Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. | Pounds.
39, 502 430, 893 131,216 508, 087 40, 325 367,683 | 3,825,734
6, 400 104, 900 5,020 20, 000 10, 000 224, 000 113, 800
14,858,570 | 21,209,690 | 5,384,193 | 17,924,013 | 11,798,508 | 25,259, 810 | 50, 253, 705
758,310 | 2,558,486 | 3,524,110 | 4,192,420 774, 830 983, 310 600, 255
25,200 |.uvmaeionaafinmaee e e aea e e e

........... 33,000 {.oeemeeen]irree s 24, 000
25, 200 209, 250 24,135 155 386, 400
- 51,000 117,540 | 1,083, 460

Broomcorn....... 400, 810 807, 005
Butter ..... .. {11 R
Hides eeevennennnsl 0 B8 1,745 2,455 |ecaieniii i eieeeeeae e e e
Flour ... 434,670 | 1,599,093
Salt oo w1894, 060 | e a e e e e e e
+ Eggs 6,510 36, 655
Mille o.oooenonl. 58,455 loceoieao.
Fruit (green) .. ..|veeeenoaan. 93, 400 436, 905 24,850 | ..o 52,900
CAtLO v rmaesemee e oo 2,807,480 | 661,100 566, 600 50, 600 19,000 | 1,047,200
Sheep B Y PP R 266,500 ..o e
Hogs 352,220 | 1,210,350 389,330 | 1,536,840 448, 630 882,220 | 3,025,200
ay . 2,809,000 | 4,212,327 | 597,700 157, 600 198, 900 156, 000 231, 200
Horse: 3, 000 102,000 [ enmmeeeeen]ommeaceennan 2,000 ... 120, 000
Cotton i 13,200 79,010 [eemeemnnondiaiaa e 483, 911

Totalof all ship-
ments from
the stavion ...| 18,870,549 | 42,000, 857 |11,750,155 | 25, 967,240 | 13,317,198 | 29,097,728 | 63, 885, 518
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CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA AND GULF RAILWAY-—continued.

Shipments from stations in Territory, in carloads—Continued.

Station. Cattle. | Hogs. | Cotton, | Cotton
Bales.

El RONO.ccuus ounuausacaninsasnesessssnntnntssassssnssesnncns 2 2 2,894 27
Yukon 10 [ N
Council ... 5 - P S (.
Oklahoma City -vevee o oiren i i rieaeae 6 4 1,517 15
Choctaw City.ceeee oo cie e 6 3 2, 956 78
McLoud -.veeenuann.. e eeeeeiemeeeaaeceaaaeas 2 1 3, 447 74
1 M 9 34 458 |eeeerannn.
ShAWDEe . -« o eeeeocmiieeaecaeaaas s 48 59 | 25,834 374
Tecumseh Junction.... cene e e 9, 803 101
Earlboro.....ccecueen.- R 17 29 1,203 25

b ) SO 105 196 | 48,112 694

HUTCHISON AND SOUTHERN RAILWAY.
Number of cars shipped out of the Territory.
Cattle .......... e e e et e teeesacenciaeanseeeacnen ceeeeenaana 17
5 0 92
= T S 1
W heat - oo o it i e e e e et e ecce amemae . ——en 559
L0 33
Number of cars shipped into the Territory.
Machinery and implements. - ... oo oo e i i iceae e 50
Vehicles of all RINAB. .. oo. oot i oo e it tee e e eccee e s 5
Household furniture. ... ccoctocnocn o oe ceeace vemmrcaeecemiansecccs camenens 5
ATCHISON, TOPEKA & SANTE FE RAILWAY.

Number of cars shipped out of the Territory.

Corn
Other grain. ... . ... . i it it ce et iaaiaaeeaens
Castor beans . ... .. e ieee e eaecae .-

Mill produets. ... oo i e et e e et eeanas
Cotton-seed products
L0 o ¢

Number of cars shipped into the Territory.

Agricultural implements ... ... oo ot i i e et et e cnaaea e 215
Vehicles of all Rinds. ... ..o oo oot oo et aa e ceeeemce ccecce e e 64
Household g00ds. ... cvor it it e cee e tia et et e et 226

TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE.

The Western Union Telegraph Comparry has well-managed and well-
equipped offices in every railroad town in the Territory. Their busi-
ness has shown a large increase the past year, and they have run three
new wires into the Territory and are increasing their facilities in other
ways. The Missouri and Kansas Telephone Company operate exchanges

INT 98—MI18——44
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The reports from a number of places are not complete for the year,
but give facts for most of the months. In each of the tables places
marked with an asterisk (*) are in the Indian Territory, the others in
Oklahoma.

The rainfall for 1898, up to July 25, was—

Inches.

B3 T T PN
February

as compared with 23.50 inches for the same period in 1897.

Precipitation in inches by months in 1897.

3 . g PR
3 | = c B |20 128
=} I f= = = |
TlE§|804 4 BIEIEIE|E
2 |32 = N v N = I R I T RS I o -0 R S I I e
3 =l al=2| 8§ & g | = ale | Ble] B
3 1S} s || 8 A8l g |8 |RIS Bl =)
H R |B|R|[A|<4 A5 |s|d & 0|&|R|H
1.60] 3.40/4.001.70; .90(5.402.40|. ...|....|.cc.|cunnn
1.71) 4:22'8.802. 85(1. 74|1. 65/2. 30 . 99| . 18] . 23(26. 69
3.37] 3. 32’7. 12/2.60(2.19] . 92| .35|1.72| .25 30‘23, 94
. 5.24/ 4. 415, 85]3. 37|2. 42 2. 32(2, 93|1. 61/1. 61| . 76 33. 47
. 4, 82| 9,223, 61]2.64/3.63/2. 73| .60(1.26| . 77| . 97132. 69
. 3.69/13. 35,6.29/2.05/.....|....| .76 .37| .70/ .77.....
. 2.62 .80.8.072.80/1.95(2.37 /1. 75/2. 73| . 49| . 80,26.27
. 1.80] 7.36,6.072.69| .66/1.01]1, 271,28 .37 .50/25.66
. .-..| 5.397.22/1.40/ .884.09;8.10/1.11| T.| .20.....
. 4,85 2. 55‘8. 41/3. 85/2. 05/4. 80|2. 34(2. 52| T. (1. 9536. 33
5 8.13 4.83‘3. 9414, 59 3. 01| . 43} .25[1.93) T. |4.2737. 80
. .2611.48| 2. 72"3. 52|3. 23/2.28/2.91/12.78) . 92| . 36| . 21'22. 49
. .15/4.43) 4. 87"6. 07|5. 35 2. 34/1. 60|1. 02/1. 38 .55 .8631. 14
50 . . 02(2. 65| 5.80.4.96/5. ]5;1. 15,5. 481, 36/ .72/ . 00| .50/29. 70
1. . 50]2. 68 6. 49 8. 26/3. 81:1. 593. 89/4. 49(1. 08] T'. | .71/36.15
' 35. .33)1. . 324, 71| 5. 87 6. 022,58 1. 90|1. 66/1, 22/ . 81| . 58 . 70128, 47
Sac and Fox Agency......... 35. 30; 96. 40(1. 40(1. 305. 80| 7. 90!3. 90;2. 50{2. 70|2. 40/1. 60{1. 00| . 70|....|.. ...
Stillwater.................... 3 .51(3, 62! 6.36[4.77|4.13|2. 63\4.51| .71] .97 . 80| . 8731.69
* Tahlequa. 5.36( 6.604.59(3.45]....15.47| .98]1.001.381.05|.....
‘Waukomis . 2. 32| 4.15|5. 38(1. 22(2, 27/2. 85/2. 25(1. 26| . 00 .48/23.13
Winnview . 2.29| 4.49(7.42(2. 33(1. 54(1. 0812. 25(2, 36| . 03i . 42|26. 55
‘Wagoner . 3.26| 2. 24| .2614.07|3. 22/4.37| T. |1.29/1.19'1. 30/25. 26
*South McAlester........... 34.56] 95.474.12| . 00‘8. 50| 7.75|2.70(6. 50(2. 45/2. 37} .41] . 991,22 5. 22/42. 23
South McAlister............. 34.56] 95.47(4.12| . 008, 50| 7.75/2.70(6.50/2,.452.37| .41 . 99‘1. 225, 22(42. 23
b P T P, 36. 08 95.56/2. 40 .97{6. 70) 5.60] .80[2.203.72/4.24; .00 1.22‘1. 27/1. 08/30. 22
| L
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Monthly mean temperature, Oklahoma, Okla.

Jan. | Feb. | Mar.| Apr. | May. June.[ July. | Aug. | Sept.| Oct. | Nov. | Dec. l ﬁﬁ]
39.2 | 43.6 | 60.8 | 64.4 | 74.3 | 76.2 | 76.8 | 72.4 | 60.8 | 47.0 | 44,4 | 58.1
44.5 | 44.6 | 59.2 | 66.2 | 75.1 | 79.0 | 77.0 | 72.4 | 62.0 | 48.0 | 35.6 | 58.0
35.8 | 50.2 | 62,4 | 65.4 | 76.2 | 81.2 | 75.2 | 74,4 | 61.7 | 45.4 | 43.7 | 59.1
34.8 | 52.6 | 62.9 | 68.2 | 75.5 | 79.4 | 78.4 | 7T4.4 | 64.0 | 49.8 | 41.6 | 59.9
20.5 | 50.0 | 63.1 | 6.8 | 76.8 | 78.8 | 79.1 | 76.1 | 55.7 | 45.0 | 38.4 | 57.9
43.4 1 46.4 | 66.1 { 73.3 | 76.7 | 80.7 | 83.2 | 71.9 | 59.2 | 46.8 | 45.2 | 61.0
42,1 | 50.4 | 59.6 | 65.8 | 75.4 | 80.8 | 78.4 | 75.2 | 66.0 | 48.6 | 35.6 | 59. 4
Average ....| 36.1 | 38.5 | 48.2 | 62.0 | 67.5 | 75.7 [ 79.4 | 78.3 | 73.8 | 61.3 | 47.2 ‘ 40.6 ‘ 59.0

Rainfall, Oklahoma, Okla.

Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May. |June./July.| Aug.| Sept.| Oct. | Nov.| Dec n%:i
0.44 | 3.04 ( 4.30 | 5.92 | 4.73 | 6.17 1 0.79 | 5.43 | 0.31 | 1.17 | 2,65 | 37.43
2.22 | 3.17 | 1.33 [11.90 | 2.48 | 3.66 | 4.27 | 1.29 | 4.68 | 1.01 | 5.35 | 42.29
.69 11,25)38.12 | 1.53 [ 1.60 | 3.80 | 5.65 | 3.20 | .06 | 1.26 | 1,69 | 24,28
1.11 ) 4.79 1 2.82 | 1.87 | 38.71 | 1.66 | 1.95 [ 1,65 | 1.84 | .07 | 1.51 | 26.72
.07 .82 .41 | 1.34 (3.11 | 5.95 | 4,44 2.93 | 2.93 | 5.79 | 3.78 | 32.49
.14 1 1.03 | 1,07 | 4.62 | 3.32 | 1.81{1.83 (214 |1.91}2.41,1.22|21.90
1.82 | 4.71 | 5.87 | 6.02 | 2.58 | 1.90 | 1.66 | 1.22 | .81 58 ‘ .70 | 28,47
Average ....| 1.44 | .85 |2.69 | 2.70 | 4,74 [ 3.07 | 8.56 | 2.94 | 2.55 | 1.79 | 1.75 J 2.41 | 30.49

1
Rainfall at Fort Reno, Okla.

Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr.; May. :June.‘ July. ‘ Aug. |Sept.| Oct. | Nov. | Dec. nAu];i
2.10 | 3.02 r 5.02 16,97 | 1.02|1.17|0.30|0.85 | 1.70 | 26.77
1,12 { 7.87 | 2,62 | 1.80 | 4.80 | 1.93 | 5.21 0| 4.40  33.51
1.92 | 1.88 | 3.25 | 5.62 (10.25 | 1.17 | .90 93 | 1.46 | 20.40
3.30 { 1.30 [ 1.10 [ 1.31 | 1.61 | 3.16 } 1.49 | 1.00 | .10 | 18.28
1.74 | .94 | 2.4) | 2,24 | 4.45 | .60 2.53 | 3.24 | 2,50 | 22.78

1.05|1.50 | 1.29  4.05|3.31  1.85 1 2.18 | 1.30 | 1.30 | 19.13

7.36 | 6.07 | 2.69 | .66 | 1.01 | 1.27 | 1.28 | .37 | .50 | 25.66

Average ....[1.02 | .71[1.72 ] 2.66 3.15“2.62‘}3.23/3.70'1.59’1.85f1.09‘1.71j25.04

Rainfall for places and years indicated.

Place. County. 1889, ;| 1890. | 1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894. | 1895. | 1896. | 1897.
Burnett ....... Pottawatomie .....j....... [P T T FE s 45,84 | 27.75 | 25,10 | 36.17 | 26.08 | 33.47
Fort Reno ..... Canadian .......... 31.91 | 28.79 | 26.77 | 33.51 | 29,40 | 18.28 | 22.78 | 19.13 | 25.66
Fort Sill....... Comanche, Ind. T ..| 29.29 | 31.08 | 32.76 | 34.32 | 24.19 | 24.08 | 29.17 | 17.12 | 26.29
Fort Supply ...| Woodward .| 23. 18.24 |oeeooi e
Guthrie........| Logan ...... 22.99 | 30.71 | 31.71 |......
Mangum.......| Greer..... 19.52 | 32.89 | 22.85 | 22.49
Oklahoma ..... 26.72 | 82.49 | 21.90 | 28.47
Jefferson ...... 17.79 | 21.56 | 26.01 | 29.70
*Purcell....... Chickasaw,Ind. T .|....... .o oo.aoe. 40.03 | 32.38 | 24.88 |....... 31.28 |......
*Tulsa -...nn-. Creek,Ind. T ...... 26,28 | 34.15 | 24,80 | 46.16 | 34.12 | 27,09 | 46.81 | 23.80 | 30,22
Winnview..... Blaine ....e.cvveen.. ‘ .............. 19.34 [..o.lf.eenns 22,98 | 26.19 | 21.72 | 26.55

AGRICULTURE.

Oklahoma is largely an agricultural and stock-raising country, and
the great majority of the people of the Territory are engaged in these

pursuits.

While the soil of the Territory presents a decided variety in appear-
ance and composition, it is generally fertile, well supplied with plant
food, and holds moisture for a reasonable length of time. The soil, rain-
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Many of the tame varieties of grass do well, including timothy, millet,
and alfalfa. Many farmers are having remarkable success with alfalfa
both for hay and as a pasture for hogs.

KAFIR CORN AND CANE.

Kafir corn, a native of Africa and but little known throughout the
country, has been found to grow and yield abundantly in any kind of
ground and in the dryest seasons, and is planted largely for feed, as it
produces from 50 to 75 bushels of grain to the acre in addition to the
fodder. It can be planted early or late on new or old ground and is
the very best of feed for cattle, horses, hogs, and poultry. The grain,
which somewhat resembles a grain of rice, makes also excellent meal
and flour.

The crop last year was large, and it is planted heavily this year,
particularly in the western part of the Territory. Cane yields enor-
mously, and islargely planted for feed, generally being cut with a mow-
ing machine and dried for its rich fodder before maturing.

Fully 40,000 bushels of Kafir corn were exported from Oklahoma to
European markets the past year, and there is a rapidly increasing
foreign demand for this new product.

OKLAHOMA MELONS.,

It is no uncommon sight to see a 75-pound watermelon in Oklahoma,
and any time between July 15 and cold weather an Oklahoma man can
get as large a melon as he cares to carry for a nickel. Last year the
Territory shipped over two hundred cars of melons; this year the crop
is much larger. Every condition for the growth of perfect melons has
existed this year. The only trouble last year was a second growth in
some fields, caused by unusually heavy rains, a rather dry spell, and
then more rain. This made our melons rate a little low in quality.
The rains this year have been timely, the weather hot, and not a pest
of any kind has attacked the vines. They will be sent to market as
far north as St. Paul, east to St. Louis, west to Denver, and south to
Texas, and should net the producer from $40 to $50 a car. The
Oklahoma melon is noted not only for its size but for its excellent
flavor, and is everywhere in demand.

Cantaloupes also grow to perfection here, and all during the season
hundreds of baskets go out daily by express.

OATS.

Oats do as well in Oklahoma as anywhere else in the country. Many
yields of 75 to 85 bushels per acre are reported and the general aver-
age over the Territory is fully 45 bushels and the quality excellent.

CASTOR BEANS.

Experience has proven castor beans a very profitable crop for most
parts of the Territory. They yield from 10 to 14 bushels per acre, and
entail but a small amount of labor. The market price is usually from
90 cents to $1 per bushel. Last year the Territory produced 175,000
bushels. This year the acreage is less, and the crop will not run quite
as large,

OTHER PRODUCTS.

There are many other products of Oklahoma farms finding their
way into market. Early potatoes yield largely and are shipped all
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The chief interest of much of the western part of the Territory is
cattle grazing. In the eastern part there is room for many more cattle,
and the cheap pasturage and cheap grain and rough forage for winter
feedling are arguments in favor of increased attention to breeding
cattle. ' .

The Oklahoma Live Stock Association is one of the largest and most
active associations of cattle and stock raisers and breeders in the West
(representing $4,000,000 worth of cattle), and their official paper, the
Live Stock Inspector, one of the leading stock journals of the country.
This association looks after the interests of its members by maintaining
three special inspectors in the Territory and one in the Kansas City
market, and its annual convention, held at Woodward the second
Tuesday of February each year, is the largest annual gathering of
stockmen in the Southwest and is the occasion of heavy trading and
investment in live stock and ranches. Greer County also has an active
live-stock association.

THE CATTLE INDUSTRY.

A general live-stock law, with provisions for the special protection
and encouragement of cattle growers in the western part of the Terri-
-tory, was passed by the legislature in 1897. Under this act the board
of regents of the Territorial Agricultural and Mechanical College are
constituted a live-stock sanitary commission, with authority to make
and enforce rules and regulations governing the care of live stock, im-
portation, shipment, quarantine, etc. The law provides for a force of
three regular inspectors, the inspection of pastures, pens, and cars, and
the examination of all cattle killed for domestic consumption, and under
it a rigid system of inspection and protection has been inaugurated and
the Territorial and Federal quarantine line maintained in every instance.

There has been comparatively little Texas or splenetic fever in the
Territory the past year and all cases have been rigidly quarantined, so
that Oklahoma cattle rank high in markets everywhere. The old meth-
ods of driving in great herds of Texas cattle to fatten on grass alone,
and to look out for themselves in winter, is giving way to smaller herds,
better cattle, winter feeding, and grain fattening.

Cattle are being bred up and improved in all parts of the Territory,
and western Oklahoma has a number of fine herds of Herefords, Short
Horns, and other blooded and grade cattle.

The live-stock sanitary commission has lately erected a dipping vat
to thoroughly test the method of killing all ticks and removing danger
of infection from Southern cattle by dipping in a solution of petroleum.
If this method proves to be a success it will be worth hundreds of
thousands of dollars annually to the farmers and stock raisers of the
Territory. There are large areas in western Oklahoma not suited for
agriculture, but which are admirably adopted to cattle grazing, and the
owner of herds upon these lands reaps remunerative returns year in
and year out.

A law passed at the last legislature allowing live stock to be brought
into the Territory for winter feeding, without being subject to taxation,
will be the means of bringing hundreds of thousands of head of cattle
and hogs into the Territory this fall and afford farmers a profitable
market for all surplus grain and “roughness.”

HOGS.

An examination of the reports of shipments by the railroads of the
Territory, given under the head of commerce, will show that the ship-
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might very properly be called vine land, for in no other country can be found a
larger variety of native grape fruit. We have 300 varieties of two and three canes
each. We are growing the Northern Fox Grape (Vitus labrusca) by the side of
the Sand or Rock Grape of western Mississippi Valley and Texas (Rupesiris), and
the Lincecumii or Post Oak. Many of our varieties are valueless here, but the
majority show both remarkable growth and fruiting. About 30 varieties of straw-
berries were grown. The major portion were very prolific, and by selecting varieties
our season extended fully six weeks. That the strawberry can be grown at a profit
in this Territory there is an abundance of evidence; they are money makers, and
should be so recognized. Out of 10 varieties of blackberries 2 have proven to be
worthy of any man’s trial, the Early Harvest and Kittatinny. The raspberry may
be said to be a poor fruiter here, owing to an insufficiency of humidity at fruiting
time. The dewberry is a winner, and comes on early. Of some of our varieties 55
berries will make a quart.

In Oklahoma’s car of exhibits, sent through the North and East last
year, apples, peaches,; apricots, plums, pears, and other fruits were
shown which were a surprise and compared favorably with the fruits of
any portion of the United States, and the samples shown at the Omaha
Exposition this year far eclipse those from many old fruit-growing
sections. An idea of the value of the fruit crop of the Territory to the
people last year, outside of the return for shipments out, is shown by
the fact that from 6,000,000 to 8,000,000 fruit jars were sold in the Ter-
ritory for putting up fruits for home use, insuring more wholesome food
for the people and keeping in their hands the money that had gone to
buy outside canned goods before the fruit crops materialized here. The
assessors’ returns for the year 1896, although very incomplete, show
the following number of fruit trees in each of the counties of the

Territory :
Nwmber of fruit trees in the Territory.

]
Number of] Number of
County. trees. l County. frees.

Beaver .. 25,422 220, 329
Blaine . 262, 666 216, 408
Canadia .- 166, 097 220, 941
Cleveland . 162, 256 - 198, 707
Custer................. .. 91,975 (| PAYNO cemnn i 559, 737
Do P 37,181 {| Pottawatomie .......occuooooiioiot 319, 235

AY e eaenen e ame e iaceeeaaanananas 9,235 || Roger Mills 11,708
Garfield .| 661,163 | Washita.... 98, 993
Grant. 460,732 || Woods...... 467, 442
Greer 76,694 || Woodward . (@)
Kay ... () — -
Kingfisher.. . 87, 704 Total ceeeee i, 4,648,151
Lincoln...oovommiimiiiiiiiaiiaiaaea, 403, 526

@ No report.
OKLAHOMA PEACHES.

Oklahoma peaches were favorably known on the market of the nation
last year. Hundreds of cars were shipped to the cities of the North
and many even went into the fruit belt of Texas and the South. The
yield last year was almost beyond belief, and peaches 9 and 10 inches
in circumference and weighing 8, 9, and 10 ounces were very common.
Peach trees begin to bear at four years of age in Oklahoma, and I per-
sonally know of one tree bearing half a bushel of peaches when but
two and one-half years from the seed. Five successive crops have been
gathered from orchards that have been planted above the late frost line
in spring, and the fruit is not surpassed anywhere east of the Rocky
Mountains in size, flavor, and color.

Owing to an unprecedented freeze from a blizzard which swept over
the whole country last spring after the peaches here were well formed,
the peach crop will be short this year.
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grows to perfection here. Berries 5 inches in circumference are very
common and many are seen over 6 inches. They ripen early, yield
largely, and have the finest flavor. Some varieties of raspberries do
well and blackberries grow to perfection and produce phenomenal
yields. The Juneberry, dewberry, and Japanese wineberry all do well,
and berry culture bids fair to become an important branch of Territorial
horticulture.
OTHER ‘FRUITS.

Cherries do exceedingly well and, though slow to bear, those orchards
which have reached fruitage are paying handsome profits. All vari-
eties seem to thrive, but the Richmonds are in “he lead.

German prunes yield well, and figs and almonds have been grown to
maturity.

IRRIGATION.

Rain has been so abundant in all parts of Oklahoma the past few
years that the subject of irrigation has been somewhat neglected. The
Territory has full and complete laws on the subject, but as yet there
has been no general irrigation movement. In Beaver County an exten-
sive ditch has been constructed and a considerable body of land made
more largely productive, and here and there over the Territory plants
of some magnitude have been established, while thousands of farmers
irrigate small tracts by water pumped from wells or streams or gathered
and held in ponds, and all find that even in most favorable seasons
water at command to turn in upon berries or vegetables at the right
time more than pays all the cost.

The abundance of water in streams, the easy construction of ponds
or reservoirs, and the ready supply of water in wells everywhere over
the Territory make irrigation easy and cheap, and the strong indica-
tions of artesian water in various localities offer inducements for a
fuller investigation of the subject.

MINES AND MINERALS.

‘While there are indications of valuable mineral deposits in various
parts of the Territory there has been as yet but little practical devel-
opment of mineral resources of Oklahoma.

There is no longer any doubt of the existence of coal in commercial
quantities in the Territory. Coal has been mined and marketed for
over a year at Ralston, Pawnee County, and several fine beds of a good
quality of soft coal are known to exist in the Osage Indian Reservation.
There are also outcropping veins in eastern Pawnee and Payne coun-
ties, and two good veins have been struck by well drillers near Cushing.
There are outeroppings in Lincoln County, near Orlando in Logan
County, and in the Kiowa and Comanche Reservation, and a lump of
coal weighing 2,500 pounds, from Pottawatomie County, is attracting
much attention at the Omaha Exposition, being a surprise even to the
visitors from the Territory. There are rich deposits of coal all along
the Creek Reservation line, and the Choctaw Railway is supplying
thousands of tons of the best coal from its mines in the Indian Ter-
ritory.

There are immense cement deposits in the Territory, which are just
beginning to be utilized. A large cement works has lately been estab-
lished at Okarche, on the Rock Island, and one at Newkirk, on the
Santa Fe, which are supplying all the home trade and shipping largely
to other States.
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from great deposits of rock salt is a constant flow of brine which forms
Salt Creek, one of the most remarkable streams on the continent, the
water of which will yield 50 per cent of its weight in pure commercial
salt when evaporated.

All of these resources offer a great field for development, yet it is in
the factories and other industries contingent upon agriculture and hor-
ticulture and stock raising that the Territory offers the richest field.
Enough hogs are now shipped out of the Territory to run a large pack-
ing establishment, and enough bacon, hams, and other meat products
shipped in to give them a home market for most of their products.

The tons upon tous of hides now shipped out should be tanned here
and the product manufactured into shoes. Every town of any size has
one or more flouring mills, yet there is room for more.

In the great fruit and vegetable yield are alimost unlimited possibili-
ties for canning, preserving, and pickling establishments, while the
immense cotton crop offers a field for compresses and 011 mills, and
invites a cotton mill or two for the manufacture of this staple into
wearing apparel. Creameries are proving profitable and many more
are needed, while the remarkable success of grape culture invites the
manutacturer of wines. These are but a few of the most inviting fields
now open in this rising young Commonwealth, and the man who takes
advantage of these opportunities will be carried forward to success in
the swiftly-developing progress of the Territory.

OIL AND GAS.

There has been much speculation the past year or two as to the exist-
ence of either oil or gas in paying quantities in the Territory. Several
years ago the Government put down a well for water at Fort Reno,
going 1,326 feet in depth and finding no traces of either oil or gas. A
well put down at Pawhuska a year ago struck some oil, but was imme-
diately sealed up, the drillers declaring that the yield was too small to
make 1t pay commercially. 1t is a significant fact, however, that the
company that put down this well afterwards leased large tracts of land
in the Osage Reservation and in Pawnee and Payne counties. At Bar-
tlesville, just over the line in the Indian Territory, oil ot an excellent
quality has recently been struck in paying quantities, and at Muscogee
and Eufala, in the Creek Nation, several paying wells have lately been
drilled.

In the Chickasaw Nation, south of central Oklahoma, and in the
Kiowa and Comanche Reservation are springs strongly impregnated
with petroleum, and large deposits of asphaltum are also found in that
vicinity, being the residue of former deposits of oil thrown up in the
upheaval of the broken mountains in that section.

The finding of gas and oil northeast of here in Kansas and along the
eastern line of the Territory, ecoupled with the fact that oil and gas
fields always trend in a belt running from. northeast to southwest,
leads us to believe that both gas and oil can be found in paying quan-
tities at least in central and eastern Oklahoma.

A company is now forming at Guthrie to put down a test well 2,000
feet deep.

Secretary Givens, of the Muskogee Gas and Oil Company, in response
to my recent request as to the success of their operations, wrote as
follows:

Your letter of the 25th instant to the editor of the Muskogee Times, in which you

request information in regard to the developments which have been made for oil and
gas in the Indian Territory, has been handed by him to me for reply.

INT 98—MIs 45
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Oklahoma is really a surprise to even those accustomed to the rapid
growth and upbuilding of Western communities.

There are in the Territory at this time twenty two flouring mills,
several with a capacity of 400 barrels per day, whose aggregate output
is over 3,000 barrels per day, and a number of additional mills are in
contemplation.

El Reno, Shawnee, and Tecumsel. have cotton compresses in opera-
tion and one is being constructed at Oklahoma City. Norman has had
a cotton-seed-oil mill in operation several years and plants for similar
mills on a larger scale are being put in at Oklahoma City, Shawnee,
and Guthrie.

There are large ice and cold-storage plants at Perry, Ponca, Gutlrie,
Oklahoma City, Shawnee, El Reno, Kingfisher, and Enid, and profitable
canning factories at Guthrie, Oklalioma City, and Augusta.

There are a hundred or more cotton ginsin the Territory, the principal
towns having from one to six each.

Salt is manafactured in Greer and Blaine counties, and there and
elsewhere in the Territory are possibilities of great salt industries.

Large stone quarries are operated in every county, Blackwell and
Shawnee have pressed-brick factories, and good brickyards are operated
in every town. At Okarche, Newkirk, and Stroud are cement works
and at Shawnee are located the general repair shops of the Choctaw,
Oklahoma and Gulf Railway, employing 125 men.

Creameries are being successfully operated at Oklahoma City and El
Reno, the latter shipping the greater part of its butter product directly
to the City of Mexico. Perry, Enid, Alva, and Medford will put in
creameries the coming year. Cheese factories are in operation at Per-
kins anpd Orlando, and considerable cheese is manufactured at other
points.

Shawnee, Oklahoma City, Guthrie, E1 Reno, Perry, Ponca, and Enid
have both machine shops and planing mills, and Oklahoma City a large
sash and door and blind factory. Oklahoma City and Guthrie have car-
riage factories, and in all the principal towns harness is manufactured.

Excellent wine is being manufactured on a rapidly growing scale,
and in Oklahoma County are several large wine vats and cellars.

There are also in the Territory a score or more of cigar factories, sev-
eral broom factories, a dozen bottling works, and many other small
industries, in addition to the electric light, power, and water plauts
more properly enumerated under the head of cities.

The ready market for products, the cheap fuel, and the rapid growth
and develepment of this country makes it a very desirable location for
the establishiment of small manufacturing industries to build up and
grow with the country. Itis only a question of a few years until Okla-
lroma will have many large manufactories turning out leather, harness,
shoes, cotton goods and clothing, vehicles and implements, canned
goods and preserves, broowmns, and the many other articles demanded by
the great army of consumers in the Territory, and which can be advan-
tageously manufactured here.

FUEL AND LUMBER.

The eastern part of the Territory is well timbered, supplying an abun-
dance of fuel and cheap native lumber for building, while along the
Indian Territory line is considerable timber suited to the needs of man-
ufacturing. In the central and western portions timber is found along
the streams and in the rougher sections, but there are some large areas
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SANITARY LAWS,

On December 25, 1890, the act to establish a Territorial board of
health went into effect, since which time no legislation has changed or
modified the same., ‘T'his act gives to health authorities power to super-
vise and enforce sanitation equal to that of most, and in fact superior
to many, of our older States. The law provides for the maintenance of
county boards of health, with an executive officer in charge, whose
duty 1t is to report monthly to the Territorial superintendent of public
health.

MEDICAL PRACTICE.

In order to prosecute the practice of medicine Iawfully, a physician
must be a graduate cf a reputable medical college, of good moral
character, and secure from the Territorial superintendent of public
health a certificate showing such qualification, and givin« to the
applicant the right to pr%tlce

Undergraduates can come before the Territorial medical examining
board, and, if found qualified, secure from this board a similar certiti-
cate to thnt mentioned above.

Seven hundred physicians have secured certificates under the first-
mentioned method; 104 of this number were granted certificates during
the last year; 64 persons have been granted certificates by examination;
15 of this number being issued during the year past; total number of
certificates issued, 764, Ot this number of physicians who have secured
certificates there are now residing in Oklahoma less than 325, or less
than 1 physician to 1,000 of our population. Of this latter number
many own farms and are not engaged in active practice.

This indicates two thin gs—(a) that the medical profession is not snf-
fering trom severe competition; (b) that our citizens do not require the
services of the doctor, as do many less-favored localities. Only two
States and two Territories in the Union have as few physicians in pro-
portion to their population as has Oklahoma; these are North Carolina
and Wyoming, New Mexico and Alaska.

In seven States the ratio of the physicians to population is less than
1 to 500. Owing to our excellent medical laws, which from the first
have kept out a class of charlatans that have been a curse to many
another commuuity, the qualifications of our physicians have been of
an exceptionally high order. Constantly there have come to the office
of the superintendent of health communications from illiterate, igno-
rantmen, signing after their names ¢ M. D.,” asking if our medical laws
would admit them to practice in Oklahomsa. Fortunate are we that
this class have found no foothold among us, but that rather our laws
have been the means of giving us so excellent a class of medical men.

MONTHLY BULLETIN OF HEALTH.

About one year ago the Territorial board of health began the publica-
tion of a Bulletin of Health, the objest of which was to disseminate sani-
tary information throughout the Territory and instruct our people in the
laws of health. This publication has been a wonderful snceess along the
lines of work desired. It was received from the first wicth great favor,
and many flattering letters have been received both from the medical
profession and citizens at home, as well as from eminent sanitarians
from other States, in praise of the able manner in which onr publication
was presenting in a lucid way matters of vital importance to the health
of the Territory.
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private institutions for the care of the public insane, that are main-
tained with a view of giving comfort and proper hygienic surroundings
to the inmates, than our institution at Norman.

PROGRESS.

Much advancement has been made along the lines of sanitary work
during the past year. Ifor the first time systematic county reports
from county superintendents of health have been made. These reports
have been complete and valuable, and county health officers have, in
most instanees, been faithful to their trust, although oftentimes at a
personal sacrifice. Health laws have been vigorously enforced, and
our cities and towns are in a better condition than ever before. The
monthly reports of county superintendents of health show that Okla-
homa has had less sickness than heretofore. Yellow fever last autumn
was on our south and east, and the present spring smallpox has existed
in numerous towns in many States, as well as in our neighboring
States—Arkansas, Texas, and Colorado; yet we have been so fortunate
as to escape.

THE FUTURE.

The appropriation made by the last legislature for the department of
health was so small that much work that had been contemplated by
this department was necessarily postponed, yet in the near future
a number of reforms will be undertaken. A better inspection of food
products will receive early consideration, and deleterious canned foods,
adulterated food products, and other injurious foods will be kept from
our markets. There will be presented to our larger towns cheap yet
efficient methods of sewerage, which they will soon require.

PHARMACY AND DENTISTRY.

The sale of drugs and medicines and the practice of pharmacy are
well regulated by legislative enactment, and a Territorial board of phar-
macy appointed by the governor looks well after the enforcement of
the law on the subject.

There are in the Territory at this time one hundred and fifty-eight regis-
tered pharmacists, and eighty-five general merchants located 10 miles or
more from a registered pharmacist have been granted permits to sell
certain common drugs, patent medicines, and bottled goods under regu-
lations prescribed by the board of pharmacy. The druggists of the
Territory are organized into an active pharmaceutical association which
cooperates with the board of pharmacy in every way.

The practice of dentistry is fully regulated by Territorial laws requir-
ing strict examinations under rules prescribed by a competent board of
examiners appointed by the governor, and all persons attempting to
practice without examination, and license are promptly prosecuted.
There are at this time fitty licensed dentists in the Territory.

THE PRESS.

From the first day of its existence, Oklahoma Territory has had the
advantage of a progressive and energetic press, and it is largely to the
untiring efforts of her newspapers and newspaper men that Oklahoma
owes much of her progress and prosperity. Unceasingly have they
sung the praises of this fair country, each loyal to his own community
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¢ Monthly.

Guthrie: Oklahoma Sunnday-School Worker, Oklahoma Churchman, Oklahoma
Christian, Oklabhoma Medical Journal, Practical Pointers. Sanitary Bulletin.

Oklaboma City: Home, Field, and orum.

Norman: Oklahoma School Herald, University Umpire.

Stillwater: College Mirror.

This shows a daily paper for every 23,000 people, a weekly for every
3,000, and a regular publication for every 2,300 of the population of the
Territory; while Colorado shows 1 for every 2,50¢; New York, 1 for
every 2,900; Ohio, 1 for every 3,200; Massachusetts, 1 for every 3,600,
and Mississippi, 1 for every 6,400,

PREPARING HISTORY.

Early in the history of the Territory, W. P, Campbell, a newspaper
man, of Hennessey, started a historical collection. Later this was
turned over to the Oklahoma Press Association, and in 1395, by legis-
lative action, the Territory received the collection in trust, a majority of
the board ot directors to be continued to be elected by the press asso-
ciation. Quarters were assigned for the collection in the university
building at Norman, and a custodian put in charge.

The collection now fills two large rooms, and includes the files of all
the Territorial newspapers and periodicals, and many of those of the
Indian Territory, which will become very valuable for the student and
historian of the ftuture.

There are also many valuable manusecripts, photographs, pamphlets,
and books, the whole forming & collection of interest and value at this
time, and which will become invaluable as the Territory passes into
history.

TERRITORIAL LIBRARY.

By legislative enactment in 1893 provision was made for a Territorial
library and the office of Territorial librarian created.

The act of the Jegislature in 1893, creating the Oklahoma Library,
provides that the proceeds derived from the sale of the statutes, session
laws, and reports of the supreme court shall be turned over to the
Territorial treasurer to the credit of the library fund, to be used for the
purchase of books and other necessary expenses, and this fund, together
with $1,000 appropriated in 1895 and $1,250 in 1897, has Leen the ouly
means at hand with which to build up a library, yet when the present
librarian took charge on April 14, 18498, the invoice showed 9,505 vol-
umes, classified as follows:

First. Miscellaneous and public documents; reports of the Secretary
of the Interior, Secretary of State, Secretary of Navy, Secretary of
Treasury, Secretary of Agriculture, Postinaster-General, Attorney-Gen-
eral; consular reports; Congressional reports; House and Senate Jour-
nals; reports of State institutions of the various States, consisting of
and including such books as are received by donation and exchange by
the Oklahoma library—2,157 volumes.

Second. State reports, received from the various States in exchange
for Oklahoma reports and by purchase, 1,800 volumes.

Third. American and Supreme Court reports, 275 volumes.

Fourth. Pacific Reporters, 50 volumes.

Fifth. Digests Uuited States reports and Iaws, 79 volumes,

Sixth. Digests State reports and laws, 35 volumes.
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Supreme court.

Number of cases docketed during the year ...................co... e 113
Number of cases disposed of . .. ... 138
Total number of cases on docket June 30, 1898 ... ... .. ... ... ... . ... 121

District courts.
First district:

Number of cases docketed during the year... .. .. .. ... .o ... 740

Number of eases disposed of. ... . ... ..o 600

Total number of cases on docket June 30, 1898. ... . . . ... ... 354
Second district:

Number of cases docketed during the year. . .. ... ... ... . ... 540

Number of cases disposed of ... .... M 510/

Total number of cases on docket June ‘30 1898 L 255
Third district:

Number of cases docketed dnring the year.... ... ... ... ... ... ...

Number of cases disposed of ... ... .. ........

Total number of cases on docket June 30 1898
Fourth district:

Number of cases docketed during the year. .. .... ... .o, 57

Number of cases disposed of ... ... ... ... ....... e 572

Total number of cases on docket June 30, 1898. ... .. ... oo iieeiiiiio 368
Fifth district:

Number of cases docketed during the year. ... .. ... ... ... ... .. ... 487

Number of cases disposed of. ... .. .. iiiiiaiian 453

Total number of cases on docket June 30, 1898. .. ... . ... ... ... ...... 311

CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS.

Oklahoma has at the present time 155 convicts in the penitentiary, a
small number when the fact is considered that the population of the
Territory is now considerably in excess of 300,000. There has long been
an erroneous impression in many sections in the East that Oklahoma is
populated largely by criminals and outlaws, but a little comparison to
other States shows very favorably to Oklahoma.

Statistics show that Arizona has 1 convict to each 425 of population;
Indiana, 1 to each 1,250; Kansas, 1 to each.1,600; Ohio, 1 to each 1,900,
and Oklahoma, 1 to each 2,150.

The nwmnber received at the penitentiary during the year was 88 and
the number discharged was 81, 29 of whom were pardoned, 2 died, and
1 escaped, making a net increase of but 7 prisoners for the year, a show-
ing probably not equaled by the same number of people anywhere in
the United States. The number of prisoners from the difterent counties
of the Territory are shown as follows:

I No. of No. of
County. convicts. County. “ convi.ts,
BT 2 Logan. ... 30
Blaine 2 || Noble.. 9
Canadian 20 || Oklahoma 7
Cleveland .- 7 || Pawnee.. 8
Custer e Payne ... 8
l) ...... .. 2 || Pottawatomie. e 11
...................... weeee-u-..|! Roger Mills..... l 1
(x ar ﬁeld ...... 1| Washita................. ... 3
Grant......._ 5| Woods.ooooue i ‘ 2
ITECT ... 5 || Woodward.......oooeneiiiiiiiiil.. ) 4
Kay.......... 7 R ]
Kingfisher... 8 Total eoomeoi 156
Lincoln ......... 0Ll ! 13
i |

The Territorial convicts are kept in the Kansas penitentiary by
contract, the rate having heretofore been 25 cents a day. In April of
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COUNTIES.

The affairs of the different counties are on the whole well managed,
and in almost every county of the Territory expenses are beginning to
be cut down aprd the tax rate decreased. A majority of the counties
own their own court-houses and jails, which is speaking well for so new
a country, and several really handsome structures have gone up the
past year. In several of the ¢ounties the question of county-seat clec-
tions has been agitated, but has not gained enough force as yet to make
any particular disturbance. It is to be hoped that this kind of agita-
tion will be kept down in every county, as it is never productive of any
real good.

The percentage of paupers in the Territery is so small that as yet
there has been no necessity for the counties supplying poorhouses or
poor farms.

The debts created by running the counties several years before any
tax could be collected have in nearly all cases been bonded, and under
the provisions of an act of the legislature, passed in 1895, the counties
are all practically on a cash basis, being prohibited from creating any
indebtedness in excess of 80 per cent of the tax levy for the year.

In no case has any county in Oklahoma repudiated a single just debt,
and their bonds and warrants are the best of securities. The rapid
proving up of land heretofore not subject to taxation, the increasing
valuation of personal property, the erection ot buildings, and the build-
ing of railways will enable the counties to meet these obligations very
readily and at the same time still continue to reduce their tax rate.

CITIES.

Towns and cities spring up in a day in Oklahoma; in a week are
established business centers; in a month are well-settled communities,
and it is only a question of the time actually required by workmen to
do the work until they have substantial buildings and improved streets
and sidewalks, and a little later come waterworks, electric lights, and
projected street car lines.

All ot the principal cities of the Territory have electric-light systems,
waterworks, ice plant, well-improved streets, good sidewalks, proper
police and fire protection, strict health regulations, and excellent graded
schools.,

A recent act of Congress allowing the cities in Territories to bond
themseves to construct sewers, improve streets, and establish water-
works will result in many permanent improvements along these lines
in all of the cities ot the Territory. In no city isthe tax rate excessive;
the expenses are readily met, and most of them are practically on a
cash basis.

MILITARY POSTS.

The two military posts still occupied in the Territory are Fort Reno,
in Canadian County, and Fort Sill in the Kiowa and Comanche Res-
ervation, both historic and interesting points.

These posts are generally kept well garrisoned with troops, and T
am glad to know that it is the policy of the Government to make them
permanent posts and improve them accordingly. At the outbreak of
the Spanish war the regulars, with the exception of a small guard,
© were taken from these posts to the front, leaving them largely unoccu-
pied, The Oklakoma Battalion and Indian Territory Company of the
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OKLAHOMA IN THE WAR.

Long before the actual declaration of war with Spain I began receiv-
ing letters from patriotic citizens of the Territory offering their services
in defense of the nation, and almost simultaneously with the opening
of hostilities the militia companies all offered to volunteer and my mail
was loaded down with offers to enlist under the flag of freedom. In
the first call for troops we were accorded but one troop of cavalry or
special mounted riflemen, and so great was the rush to enlist that a
regiment could have been filled as readily as was the troop.

After arigid examination, 80 men were mustered in to become a part
of the First Regiment of United States Volunteer Cavalry, since become
famous as Roosevelt’s Rough Riders. The officers commissioned for this
troop and the men mustered in were as follows:

Huston, Robert B., captain. Honeycutt, James V., private.
McGinnis, Schuyler A., first lieutenant. Hunter, Paul W.,, private.

Schweizer, Jacob, second lieutenant. Ishler, Shelby F., private.
Palmer, Orlando G., first sergeant. Johnston, Edward W., private.

Webb, Gerald A., sergeant.
Hill, Ira A., sergeant.

Sands, George H., sergeant.
Randolph, Joseph A., sergeant.
Hunter, Charles E., sergeant.
Hill, Calvin, corporal.
McClure, David V., corporal.
Norris, George, corporal.
Rhoades, John D., corporal.
‘Wetinore, Starr M., trumpeter.
Moran, Thomas, farrier.
Amrine, William D., private.
Beard, Lyman F., private.
Brandon, Perry H., private.
Beal, Fred M., private.

Byrne, Peter F., private.
Brown, James T., private.
Bailey, William, private.
Burgess, George, private.
Chase, Leslie C., private.
Cease, Forest L., private.
Cashion, Roy V., private.
Crosley, Henry S., private.
Crawford, William 8., private.
Cook, Walter M., private.
Cross, William E., private.
David, Icem J., private.

Denham, Alexander H., private.

Douthett, Mathew, private.
Emery, Elzie E., private.
Faulk, William A, private.
Folk, Theodore, private.
Freeman, Elisha L., private.
Hill, Edwin M., private.
Hulme, Robert A., private.
Holmes, Thomas M., private.

Jordon, Andrew M., private.
Joyce, Walter, private.
Luther, Arthur A., private.
Love, Henry K., private.
Loughmiller, Edgar F., private.
Lusk, Henry, private.
McMillen, Robert L., private.
Meagher, Henry, private.
Miller, Volney D., private.
Miller, Rosco V., private.
MeGinty, William, private.
Muxlow, Lorrin D., private.
Mitchell, William H., private.
Newcomb, Marcellus L., private.
Norris, Warren, private.
Pollock, William, private.
Proctor, Joseph H., private.
Palmer, William F., private.
Page, John F., private.

Reay, Scott, private.

Russell, Albert P., private.
Stewart, Clyde H., private.
Scott, Cliff D., private.

Shipp, Edward W., private.
Staley, Francis M., private.
Stewart, Clare H., private.
Shockey, James M., private.
Shanafelt, Dick, private.
Smith, Fred, private.

Tauer, Williawn L., private.
Thomas, Albert M., private.
Vanderslice, James E., private.
Weitzel, John ¥, private.
Wilson, Frank M., private.
‘Wright, William O., private.
Woodward, John A, private.

These brave sons of Oklahoma were among the first American troops
to land on Cuban soil, and they were in the thick of the fray at El Caney
and La Quasina and acquitted themselves with honor. When the gallant
Captain Capron (who had been a resident of Oklahoma for years and
the first to volunteer to raise a regiment in.the Territory) fell, the brave
boys of Oklahoma and Indian Territory were close about, and dashing
forward helped put the Spaniards to rout. Many were wounded in
these fights before Santiago and several gave up their lives, but they
shall live long in the memory of the people of the Territory, who honor
them all for their patriotism and their bravery.
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When the second call for troops was made, it seemed that Oklahoma
would be left out entirely; but I visited Washington, presented the
matter to the Secretary of War, and by hard work and the assistance
of friends of the Territory finally. secured the assignment of one full
battalion of infantry to Oklahoma, the same to form a part of a regiment
to be recruited from Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Indian Ter-
ritory. The rush to enlist was as great as under the first call, and each
one of the companies of the battalion had from 250 to 300 men enrolled

r examination.

The officers commlbbmned and the men mustered into service were as
follows:

Stone, John F., major.
Baker, William P., surgeon.
Ingram, Job, chaplain.

Jones, Stanton A., private.
Kendall, Arthur E., private.
Kelley, James, private.
Kiespert, William 8., private.

Barnes, Harry C., captain.

* Neal, James P., first lieutenant.
Arrell, David B., second lieutenant.
Stewart, Charles N., first sergeant.

Laverty, Albert B., sergeant.
Garrison, Albert C., sergeant.
Filson, Karl J., sergeant.
Toster, Paul J., sergeant.
Williams, Joseph C., corporal.
Hill, Sherwood W., corporal.
Campbell, John M., corporal.
Burrell, Henry A., corporal.
Arnold, Jesse H., corporal.
Arnold, Samuel E., corporal.
Ripley, John M., corporal.
Lufkin, Charles H , corporal.
Hitch, William 8., corporal.
Eppinger, Gottlute, corporal.
Stewart, Rufus L., corporal.
Bone, Charles, artificer.
Greiwer, Pius M., musician.

Perkins, Benjamin K., wagoner.

Adams, John F., private.
Adams, William J., private.
Beard, James C., private.
Bebout, Charles P., private.
Bonter, George A., private.
Brady, Thomns I"., private.
Breedlove, William E., private.
Brown, Abraham L., private.
Brown, Orlin C., private.
Carwagey, Jet, private.
Chapman, Joe E., private.
Crowell, Charles M., private.
Chapin, Elba R., private.
Cottingham, Lou W., private.
Derrig, William ., private.
Davis, John ., private.
Dierolf, Henry J., private.
Durling, John V., private.
Elliott, Thomas B., private.
Elllott Griffith, prwate
Ewmg, Silas R., private.
Ferguson, G. \Valker, private.
Freed, William J., private.
Fessler, I'rank A., private.
Fretz, Hazzard, private.
Harmon, Jake, private.
Hedglin, Benjamin A., private.
Harst, Walter W., jr., private.
Harvey, Charles, prlvate
Holmes, Wellington H., private,
Juiner, Daniel W,, private.

Klavitter, Jack, private.
King, John G., private.
Lewis, Ralph L., private.
Lovett, Thomas, private.
Lucas, Robert, private.
Loving, William V., private
Lyon, George H. prlva,te
Mason, Homer W. , private.
Mayﬁeld, Thomas J., private.
Marshall, Claude R., private.
Martin, Larkin N., private.
Mathias, Chris., private.
Metz, Ernest, private.
Mitchell, Jesse I"., private.
Morris, George E., private.
Mundis, Jess C., private.
Miller, Ferris, private.
Mitchell, Thomas N., private.
Mulhall. Patrick, private.
Murry, Dan, private.

Norris, Millard B., private.
Ogborn Arthur J, ., private.
Payton, George W., private.
Peoples, Ernest E., private.
Payne, George B., private.
Pearson, Ira B., private.
Phillips, Albert C., private.
Phillips, John W,, private.
Phillips, Art., private.
Querry, Samuel R., private.
Reachy, Lewis, private.
Ripley, Elmer E. ., private.
Ray, Burt A., private.

Rice, Frederick H. , private.
Robinett, Robert L., private.
Rumford, Charley A., private.
Rodman, Will, private.
Sanders, Chesley L., private.
Sherman, John, private.
Sturgis, Bert H., private.
Taylor, William A., private.
Tompson, George F., private.
Viers, David 8., jr., private.
Whitley, Stephen, private.
Witten, Edwin B., private.
Wright, Luther, private.
Wilson, Elmer, private.
Worline, Walter O., private,
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Hoffman, Roy V., captain.
O’Rourk, Jeremiah J., first lieutenant.
Finley, Gordon L., second lieutenant.
Barrett, Charles ¥\, first sergeant.
Minton, Lawrence E., quartermaster-ser-

geant.
Ulam, Peter L., sergeant.
Palmer, John I\, sergeant.
Beard, John W., sergeant.
Braselton, Samuel R., sergeant.
Cowling, James J., corporal.
Honeycutt, William L., corporal.
Poling, Frank, corporal.
Hamlin, James W., corporal.
Bradshaw, Alie R., corporal.
Johnston, Alphonso F'., corporal.
Egbert, Harry, corporal.
Clark, Brent, corporal.
Tomson, Robert R., corporal.
Furber, James D., corporal.
Morton, Daniel J., corporal.
Ridenour, Charles A., corporal.
Ashton, Orin, musician.
Estes, William M., musician.
Zipt, Leopold, artificer.
Morris, Carl, wagoner.
Adams, John Q., private.
Albin, Dudley, private.
Affolder, Charles A., private.
Banks, Fred H., private.
Barnard, Clay, private.
Boyd, Howard, private.
Braselton, Stephen O., private.
Bush, EbD A., private.
Barker, James I\, private.
Buman, Leo L., private.
Branderson, Andy H., private.
Bryan, Daniel F., private.
Bush, John 8., private.
Condon, George W., private.
Davis, William, private.
De Moss, George M., private.
Dustin, Timothy W., private.
Dorsey, William E., private.
Donoghue, Harry J., private.
Eboss, George W., private.
Fees, Emerson H., private.
Foster, James B., private.
Fraley, Benjamin F'., private.
Finney, Elwood C., private.
Foster, Madison A., private.
Gallagher, Walter E., private.
Gardner, Jefferson M., private.
Glenn, Morgan R., private.
Geren, Sherman, private.

Lowry, Robert A., captain.

Platt, Henry A., first lieutenant.

McFadyen, John A., second lientenant.

Workman, Jerome 8., first sergeant.

Baldwin, Nathan O., quartermaster-ser-
geant.

Halzer, Chris., sergeant.

Morris, John T., sergeant.

Caswell, Henry U., sergeant.

Taylor, Thomas J., jr., sergeant.

Hasselton, Lerie G., corporal.

Hayford, Elbert L., corporal.

Harrington, Albert, corporal.

Thomas, Roy W., corporal.
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Gose, James I, private.

Hall, John B., private.

Hinch, John A., private.
Heavner, William P., private.
Johnson, John K., private.
Keeney, John H., private.
King, Harlon E., private.
Kellison, William E., private.
Knapp, Fred C., private.
Lancaster, Norton T., private.
Long, James D., private.
Leach, Brice, private.

Lumly, Eli M., private.
MeBride, James M., private.
Mahler, Clarence J., private.
Merricks, Charles, private.
McCamman, Willias J., private.
Martin, Lewis E., private.
Mitchell, Andrew J., private.
Norris, Fred J., private.
Northen, Perry 1., private.
Owens, Ben, private.

Payton, John C., private.
Perswell, Clayton H., private.
Pidcock, Odie, private.
Poling, Alonzo, private.

Pool, William T., private.
Purnell, William T., private.
Pomeroy, Arthur W., private.
Pugh, Allen L., private.
Qnaiatta, Godlip A., private.
Reilly, Joe, private.

Ritchie, Charles 'I'., private.
Rogers, George I"., private.
Riley, William C., private.
Rogers, George, private.
Russell, James, private.
Scogin, John D., private.
Sherman, Calvin, private.
Springer, Frank, private.
Stewart, Edgar A., private.
Sevier, Edward C., private.
Soper, Alfred, private.

Stager, James V., private.
Tatum, William, private.
Thompson, William A , private.
Vermont, Edward, private.
‘Wakefield, Isaac N., private,.
Watkins, Lewis J., private.
‘Wray, George D., private.
‘Warren, Thomas J., private.
Webb, John V., private.
Wightman, William M., private.
Ziegler, Ldwin I, private.
Zimmerman, Sterling 8., private.

Overton, Charles A., corporal.
Spencer, Walter C., corporal.
Edmondson, Howard, corporal.
Slack, John O., corporal.
Brixey, John T., corporal.
Dickman, George, corporal.
Northup, Frank D., corporal.
Arrendiell, Schuyler C., corporal.
Swallow, Marion 8., musician.
Hamlin, James E., musician.
Shrader, Charles M., artificer.
Hardesty, William M., wagoner.
Annis, Earnest G., private.
Arrendiell, Edward, private.
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Homer, Edgar A., private.
Houghton, Elmer E., private.
Jackson, kdward C., private.
Jennings, Carson A., private.
Johnson, Oscar W., private.
Jollift, Frank, private.
Kelley, Walter B., private.
Kesterson, Arthur, private.
Kugle, Giles C., private.
Lawrence, KEdward, private.
Litteer, Earl J., private.
Long, Edward H., private.
McFaddin, Winfield S., private.
Melrvin, Arthur H., private.
Miller, Henry J., private.
Miller, Walter J., private.
Montgomery, John M., private.
Morris, Thomas B., private.
Mott, Eddie L., private.
Myers, Oliver J., private.
Paul, Alonzo 8., private.
Paul, John W., private.

Petet, Louis A., private.
Pope, William E., private.
Poppelbaum, Thomas, private
Power, Alvin W., private.
Proskey, John, private.

Morrison, Ira I., first lieutenant.

Reap, Edward A, private.
Rector, Benjamin F., private.

Ricketts, Mansfield O., private.

Roberts, Cleaborn, private.
Roberts, George W., private.
Robertson, Otis, private.
Rockwell, Fred J., private.
Rolan, Francis M., private.
Rose, John, private.

Ross, Ira V., private.
Russell, Clande W., private,
Ruckman, Willian C., private.
Sharp, Newton E., private.
Sims, James P., private.
Slemp, Charlie C., private.
Sloan, John A., private.
Smith, Jake, private.

Smith, James A., private.
Smith, Joseph F., private.
Snoddy, James C., private.
Sweet, Harry O., private.
Swink, Harry L., private.
Turner, Harry M., private.
Venker, George I'., private.
Wilson, William D., private
Wood, Lee V,, private.
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Morrison, Ralph E., hospital steward.

TRANS-MISSISSIPPI AND INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION.

The legislature failed at its last session to make an appropriation for
an exhibit of the Territory’s products and resources at the Trans-
Mississippi and International Exposition now in progress at Omaha,
Nebr. The work of the executive office was such that it was very late
in the year before I could give this matter any attention. '

Early in the spring I appointed Hon. J. C. Post, of Kingfisher, vice-
president for Oklahoma and chairman of the Territorial commission,
and appointed commissioners from a number of the leading counties of
the Territory. After giving the matter considerable thought and
attention and discussing every possible means of providing funds, I
asked the railway companies and different counties of the Territory to
advance the money needed, with the assurance that a strict accounting
would be made for every dollar advanced, and that the whole matter
should be reported to the legislature in detail and they would be asked
to make an appropriation to refund the amounts donated.

Funds were then subscribed and paid as follows:

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company... ..o $1, 000
Chieago, Rock Island and Pacitic Railway Company.. ... ... ... ... ... 1, 000
Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railway Company._ ... .. ... ......... ... 500
Logan County ... .. i 300
Noble Comnty . oo i e e 250
Kingfisher County .. ... oo e e i e e 200
Garfield COMMbY ... oot ottt i e e s e 250
Canadian County ....oovvvrnniiiiiinenonnn e e e e e 250

B 7 ) 3,750

Mr. Post, the chairman, in the spirit of enterprise that characterizes
the original Oklahoma settler and in the gooduness of his heart, guar-
antees to advance $1,000 more if necessary to secure a successful
display of our agricultural resources at Omaha.

An excellent space was secured for the Territory in the agricultural
building, and early in June the exhibit began taking shape.
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KAWS AND OSAGES.

Hon. William J. Pollock, United States Indian agent at Pawhuska,
in a recent communication says of these people:

The Kaw Indians reside at the northwest corner of the Osage Reservation, on a
reservation of their own containing 100,000 acres, a considerable portion of which,
along the river and creek bottom, is very fine arable land, and is now to a consider-
able extent under cultivation. This 100,000 acres, which was formerly a part of the
Osage Reservation, has for its northern boundary the Kansas State line, and for its
western boundary the Arkansas River. There are three leased cattle ranches of this
reservation which bring to the Kaws considerable revenue, but in the main they
are self-supporting, quiet citizens. The Kaws formerly had an independent agency,
where their school and agency affairs were conducted, but it is now under the super-
vision of a “clerk in charge’” as a subagency nnder the Osage agent.

The Osage Reservation contains about 1,400,000 acres of land, of which the greater
portion is more or less broken, and rocky highlands, fit for grazing purposes only,
with intervening creek bottoms, and particularly the Arkansas River bottom lands,
which are among the finest agricultural lands in the world. Corn and wheat are
raised here in abundance, and the crops this year are simply immense. The Osage
Reservation contains 22 leased cattle pastures, from which these Indians derive an
annual income of' over $40,000.

There are about 1,800 Osage Indian citizens, about half of whom are full bloods,
and the other half mixed in various degrees with the Anglo-Saxons, etc.

These people stand alone in the history of the world as to the ownership of their
land, having bought and paid for it with a tribal fund, yet hold it in common witha
treaty guaranty (made in 1866) by the United States that no State or Territory
shall ever pass laws extending jurisdietion over them without their consent.

They have the finest equipped school buildings, etc., in the United States. They
also have to their credit in the United States Treasury about $9,000,000, on which
they draw 5 per cent interest, which is paid to them in guarterly installments, pro
rata, by their agent, and this is altogether the most exacting and responsible duty
of the agent, requiring more clerical work of a devious and exacting character than
any other Indian agency.

Most of the farming carried on by these rich and aristocratic aborigines is really
done by white tenants, as these Indians are too rich and too proud to work.

There are on the Osage Reservation a very large ageucy, boarding school, and two
contract schools, all well attended, where their youths are slowly but surely
approaching the educational pathway of their white brothers.

PONCA AGENCY.

Hon. John Jenson, United States Indian agent at Whiteagle, in a
recent communication gives the following interesting facts about the
tribes of this agency:

There are four tribes of Indians under the supervision of this agency—Poncas,
Pawnees, Otoes and Missourias, and Tonkawas. The condition of these Indians is
gradually improving. The majority of themn are fast abandoning their nomadic
habits and are adopting the pursuits of civilized life more or less. The following
figures exhibit the amount of produce raised by the several tribes during the past
fiscal year:

L (T bushels.. 31,000
03 do.... 46,135
Potatoes ... i i do.... 1,800
T P8 - oo o e do.... 210
OMIOMS . - o e i diiiiaan do.... 120
Beans - ... e do.... 555
Meloms . ... e e number.. 14,500
Pumpkins ... ... e e e e e e do.... 4,400
5 N R tons.. 1,240
Butber ... e e e pounds.. 997
Lumber, SawWed . ... ..o et o et e e et e e feet.. 182,601

Wood, it oo e i e eeeiaeaeceaeaaa. cords.. 405
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