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AGREEMENT WITH THE SHOSHONE AND BANNOCK INDIANS. )

That the purposes of the President in this matter may be accomplished in a manner
most satisfactory to all parties concerned, it will be necessary for the officer to be de-
tailed under the above order, before any surveys are made by the company, to fully
explain to the chiefs and headmen of the Indians the objects of the proposed agree-
ment, assuring them that, except as to the quantity of land allowed nnder the right
of way act of 1875, which may be purchased nnder the said agreement, and the quan-
tity taken by said company under the act of June 20, 1878 (20 Stats., 242), all the
stipulations of the treaty of July 3, 1868 (15 Stats., 673), will remain intact, expressly
assuring them that no unauthorized persons will be permitted to pass over, settle
upou, or reside in the territory remaining to said Indians. After such explanation, a
majority of the Indiansnot objecting, the company will be notified that it will be per-
mitted to survey and locate its route through the reservation, conforming to the pro-
visions of the right of way act of 1875 as to the quantity of land to be taken. When
the company shall have sarveyed, located, and duly mapped its route, and presented
a copy of the map thereof to the officer detailed, if it appear that no more land is em-
braced in the survey than the act of 1875 allows, the said officer, through the agent
or acting agent at said reservation, will assemble the Indians, negotiate with them
as to the price to be paid for the quantity of land to be taken (the sum agreed upon
to be placed to the credit of the Indians in the Treasury of the United States), the
rate of annual interest to be paid thereon, and all other matters necessary to be agreed
upon, and reduce the agreement to writing.

The agreement must be executed and signed by at least a majority of all the adult
male Indians ocenpying or interestéd in the land described in the agreement.

You will prepare instructions in accordance with this letter for the officer whom I
will detail and whom I will name to you in a separate communication, and also a form
of an agreement to accompany the same, and submit them at the earliest practicable
day for my examination and approval.

Very respectfully, )
8. J. KIRKWOOD,
Secretary.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, June 14, 1881.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS:

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, accompanying in-
stroctions and a form of agreement prepared by you pursuant to my letter of the 13th
instant, relative to the negotiatiou of an agreement with the Indians on the Fort Hall
Reservation, for the extinguishment of title to so much of the said reservation as may
be needed for the legitimate and necessary use of a railroad to be constructed through
sanie by the Utal and Northern Railroad Company. I have examiued said instruc-
tions and form of agreement, and herewith return the same with my approval.

I have detailed Hon. Joseph K. MeCammon, Assistant Attorney-General, by virtue
of the President’s order in the premises, to negotiate said agreement, to whom you will
issue your instructions and deliver the form of agreement and all other necessary pa-
pers and documents.

Very respectfully,
S. J. KIRKWOOD,
Secretary.

\
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OXFICE OF INDIAN AFKAIRS,
Washington, June 16, 1881.
Hon. J. K. McCaMMON,
Assistant Attorney-General, Department of the Interior :

Str: In compliance with instruetions contained in the letter of the honorable Sec-
retary to this office, dated the 14th instant, I herewith hand you letter of instructions
relative to the negotiation of an agreement with the Indiang on the Fort Hall Reser-
vation for the extinguishment of their title to so mnch of said reservation as may be
needed for the legitimate and necessary nses of a railroad to be constructed throngh
the same by the Utah and Northern Railroad Company; also the form of proposed
agreement referred to in said letter. Both documents have been submifted to and
received the approval of the honorable Secretary.

In the hurry of preparing said letter of iustructions the existence of a prior agree-
ment between said Indians and the United States was overlooked and not brought to
my notice.

By this agreement (a copy of which is herewith ineclosed), which was entered into
on the 14th May, 1880, with a delegation of chiefs and headmen of the Shoshone and
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AGREEMENT WITH THE SHOSHONE AND BANNOCK INDIANS. 9

For this cession the Indians are to receive from the United States the sum of six
thousand dollars ($6,000), being at and about the rate of seven and seventy-seven one-
hundredths dollars ($7.77) per acre, to be deposited in the United States Treasury to
the credit of said Indians, and carry interest upon ratification of said agreement by
Congress and necessary appropriation therefor, said consideration money to be addi-
tion to any and all sums to which the said Indians are now entitled by treaty.

In a subsequent communication to this office, dated the 25th instant, Mr. MecCammon
states that the price agreed to be paid is, in his judgment, fair and reasonable, and
supported by the opinion of competent and reliable judges of the valne ot the lands in
question.

From an examination of Mr. McCammon’s report, it appears that the conference
with said Indians has been conducted in such manner as to inform them all {ully and
fairly of the nature and extent of the wants of the Railroad Compauy, and of the
quantity of land required for the construction of the road through the reservation, and
of the amount of money which they are to receive for tlhie same; and from the number
of the Indian signatures appended to the agreement, representing, according to the
official certificate of thie acting agent, a majority of all the adult mmale members of the
Shoshone and Bannock tribes of Indians respectively, as provided in the treaty with
the said Indians of July 3, 1868 (15 Stat., 673), it is evident that they are satistied with
the result of the conference.

I have the honor, therefore, to recommend that said agreement be approved, and at
the proper season I will prepare and submit the necessary bill for ratification thereof
by Congress. .

Said agreement and accompanying maps are herewith returned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. PRICE,
Commissioner.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, October 15, 1881,
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS:

Sir: I return herewith, with my approval indorsed thereon, under date of the 26th
August last, the agreement between the United States and the Shoshone and Bannock
Indians for the extinguishment of their title to so much of the lands of the Fort Hall
Reservation in the Territory of Idaho as is noted therein asrequired for the legitimate
and practical uses of the Utah and Northern Railroad Company in the construction
of their line of road, &ec., running east and;west through the reservation, as indicated
upon the accompanying maps, also herewith returned, noted in and made a part of
said agreement, which bears date of July 18, 1881.

The agreement under its provisions is to be submitted to Congress for ratification,
and in the preparation of the bill it is requisite that such provisions as may be nec-
essary for the protection of the Indians and the observation of and compliance with
the interconrse laws should be duly incorporated, and I will thank you for any sug-
gestions or recommendations that may occeur to you as necessary in the presentation
of the snbject for the required legislation.

Very respectfully,
8. J. KIRKWOOD,
Secretary.

This agreement, made this eighteenth (18th) day of July, eighteen hundred and
eighty-one (1881), between the Shoshoue and Bannock Indians resident on the Fort
Hall Reservation in the Territory of Idaho, represented by their chiefs and headmen
and heads of a majority of families, and being a majority of all the adult male Iudians
occupying or interested in the lands hereinafter described, of the one part, and the
United States of America, represeuted by Joseph K. MecCammon, Assistant Attorney-
General, of the other part.

Whereas the Utah and Northern Railroad Company have applied for permission
to construct a line of railroad from east to west through the Fort Hall Reservation,
and the said Indians have consented thereto, and for that purpose have agreed, for
the consideration hereinafter mentioned, to surreunder to the United States their title
to so much of the land comprised in said reservation as may be neecessary for the legit-
imate and practical uses of said road :

Now this agreement witnesseth, that, for the consideration hereinafter wentioned,
the said Shoshone and Bannock Indians do hereby cede to the United States all that
part of the present Fort Hall Reservation in the Territory of Idaho described as fol-
lows, viz:

A strip of land not exceeding one hundred (100) feet in width (except at Pocatello
station, where it is two huudred (200) feet), as will appear on maps hereto annexed,
commencing at the eastern boundary of said reservation, striking the south bank of







AGREEMENT WITH THE SHOSHONE AND BANNOCK INDIANS. 11

From the number of signatures of Indians who have signed the agreement thus made
with them by said commissioner, it is evident that they are satisfied with the result of
the confercnce.

This agreement is therefore approved.

H. YRICE,
Comanissioner.
August 26, 1881,

Approved, August 26, 1881,
: 8. J. KIRKWOOD,
Secretary,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, October 22, 1881.
Hon. HiraM PRICE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs :

SIR : T have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of proceedings of the two coun-
cils, beginning July 2d and 18th last, with the Shoshone and Bannock Indians on the
Fort Hall Reservation, Idaho, under your iustructions of June last. I suggest that
it be placed on the files of your office for future reference.

Very respectfully, 508, K. MoCAMMON
Assistant Attor‘ney-Gm;eral.

Proceedings of a preliminary council, held at Fort Hall Indian Agency, Idaho Territory,
July 2, 1881,

Present: Representing the United States, Hon. J. K. McCammon, Assistant Attor
ney-Geuneral ‘(Interior Department); representing the Shoshone Indians, Captain
Jim, Pocatillo John, Pocatillo Tom, Jim Jennings, Jack Gibson, Jack Ballard, Jim
Ballard, Nosey Ballard, Mink (and many others).

Representing the Bannock Indians, Race-Horse (Po-ha-ve), Pag-White, To-ki-o,
Ti-hee, Mo-pi-er, Horn (and a number of others).

Attorney-General MeCammon was introduced to the Indians (several hundred of
whom had, in pursuance of prior notification, assembled at the agency) by Captain
Bainbridge, United States Army, who explained to them that Mr. McCammon had
been sent ont fromm Washington, by the Great Father, to have a talk with them.

Mr. McCaMMON said: My friends, I have come liere to have a friendly tallc with
you, having been sent by the Great Father. I know that you are friends to the
whites, and that the whites are friends of yours. I have been directed by the Great
Father, and by the Secretary of the Interior, the Great Chief, to come and talk with
you, and find out whether you want the Utah and Northern Railroad Company to
build & road east and west throngh your reservation here. The Secretary of the
Interior thinks that if a road were built through your reservation from east to wess,
it would be of great benefit to the Indians. The Utah and Northern Railroad Com-
pany desire to run a line from a point on the Union Pacific Railroad east of here
(Granger) past Soda Spuwings to the Port Neuf River; then along that river to Port
Neuf station; then following the railroad already built north to Pocatillo, and from
Pocatillo west to the Snake River.

The Great Father desired me to say that if the Indians should consent to this, no
land will be taken from them except as much as is necessary for the right of way,
and stations; and that all the treaty stipulations as to the lands in the reservation
will be ebserved, except as to the land proposed to be taken (if they consent), and
the land heretofore taken for that portion of the road already built. No unauthorized
persons will be permitted to pass over, settle npon, or reside in so much of the reser-
vation as is left to the Indians.

I will speak a little more plainly as to the right of way through the reservation.
What the United States would like to have the Indians do is this: to agree to sell a
strip of land, one to two hundred feet wide, between the points named, to be used
for a railroad track and depot grounds; the width of the strip to be the same as that
used by the Utah and Northern road that goes north. It canuot be found out until

after a survey ha. been made, by the consent of the Indians, just how many acres .

are contained in this strip, together with that wanted for depot gronnds. Then a
certain price per acre will be agreed upon between the Indians and myself, repre-
senting the government. Then if we can agree as to the price, the whole amount
of money will be placed in the United States Treasury at Washington, for the benefit
of the Indians. But before this can be done, before the money can be paid, before







AGREEMENT WITH THE SHOSHONE AND BANNOCK INDIANS. 13

have pleased the Great Father, I know, by consenting to the survey through the res-
ervation.

The maps of the line of route have been made, and are here, showing where the
road will run through the reservation, and where the stations will be at which the
cars will stop. I will show them to you, and explain them to you; and after looking
at them T will tell you how many acres will be wanted by the United States for the
use of this railroad. I will first show you the map of the wholeline. The road comes
in yonder from the east, where the sun rises; it strikes the east side of the reservation
here; here it runs along Bear Creek; here it comes to Port Neuf river, and runs along
the river, sometimes on one side, sometimes on the other; here the cars will run along
the track of the north and south road already built; here the new road will leave the
track of thie other road, and go westward to the west line of the reservation, where
the sun sets. The total length of the line through the reservation is sixty- -five 1niles,
from the east line to the west line of the reservation; that includes a little over ten
miles of the north and south road—the road already bmlt which leaves about fifty-
four miles, or a little over fifty-four miles, without that.

INTERPRETER. They say, if there are any rauches along the line of the road that
the road runs through and spoils their corn-fields or 1mproved land, will the men
who own the ranches get anything for it, any more than everybody gets?

Mr. McCammoON. There are some ranches not far from the line of the road; if there are
any ranches inside of the line, that question can be decided afterward. We cannot
tell now whether they are inside of the line or not.

INTERPRETER. They want to know if the road runs through a ranch that is settled
by a white man, will the money for the laud be given to that white man, or to the
Indians ?

Mr. McCammon. If the railroad runs through a white man’s ranch the Indians will
be paid for it, and not the white man. If there are any white men on the reservation
who ought not to be there, I will report the matter to Washington. I waut the
Indians to understand that we do not recognize the right of white men on their land.

INTERPRETER. They want to know how 1 many stations there will be along the line,
inside of the reservation.

Mr. McCaMmmoN. (Referring to the map.) The stations, beginning at the east line of
the reservation, are Lava, Harkness, Pocatilla, Michaud, and Shoshonee, near the west
line. There are some water stations that are not named. One station, between Hark-
ness and Pocatilla (Port Neuf'), is an old station on the Utah Northern Railroad.

There are about seven hundred and seventy-five acres—to be exact, 772 acres—
included within the lines of the road and the stations. The railroad is to be one
huudred feet wide, and a little wider than that at the stations.

Now, I want to know how much the Indians want the government to pay them for
that land.

INTERPRETER. They say they will leave all that to you; you know more about it
than they do.

Mr. McCamMmoN. The government at Washington sells its lands for $1.25 an acre, or
$2.50 when close to a railroad. For this land, that would amount to abont two thou-
sand dollars, if it were to be bought from the government. But I thiuk the Indians
ought to have more than that price for their lands. I think about $6,000 would be a
proper price to pay them.

A brief consultation among the Indians followed, which was soon summed up thus by
the

INTERPRETER. They say they will be satisfied with $6,000.

My, McCammoN. Then we will call that the agreement. Some papers will have to
be drawn up for you to sign, and I suggest that you break up your meeting now, and
come together again at two o’clock.

A partlal break-up and some confusion followed, after which order was again par-
tially restored, when the interpreter said:

The Bannocks don’t agree. They say the Shoshones have done all the talking and
they have not had a chance to say anything.

Mr. McCammon. Explain to them that my talk has been to all the Indians; with
the Bannocks as well as the Shoshones.

INTERPRETER. They say the whites have settled down there, and they don’t like it.

Mr. McCammoN. The whites have no right there, and 1 will report them to Wagh-
ington,

Some further discussion followed among the Bannocks, which was thus summed up
by the

INtERPRETER. They are satisfied about the. road going through, but they ray they
had a talk last year with the Secretary, aud the Secretary told them that no whites
should come on the reservation. And yet these fellows are on the reservation. They
say they think that is why the troops are here, to look after such things.

Mr. McCammox. That is one reason why the troops are here. If the white men
have no right there the Great Father at Washington will pat them off, I have no
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