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2 MILITARY POST AT SHERIDAN, WYO.

The following table shows the reservations of those named that are
within easy reach of Sheridan, and I also give the number of ludians
on each of said reservations, taken from the reports of the Indian Office:

[0 3 £ T 2,139
Northern Cheyennes .. ... .ot ooimie ittt a i eaanccnaaaann 1, 330
Shoshones .. ....... @ eeeneemeaeeeemamseseemeaeaececanace e taraasaaaannaan 1,687
Pine Ridge Sioux 3
R086DUA SIOMK . eet e et e et e i e it aea e

Lower Brales. . ooen oo it i 9O
Cheyenne River INAian8.eee .. voeens e nentcmeneaiaie et viecee conaeeean. 2,550
Standing Roek Indians ..oco. oo omom i i aae . 3,720

Making a total of 23,133 Indians living on the reservations named.
If to these should be added the Indians on the other reservations
named, the number would approach 40,000. There has been a con-
tinuous abandonment of posts in the section of the country mentioned,
the last post abandoned being Fort Custer, which was situate on the
Big Horn River in the Crow Indian Reservation. This post was
abandoned not because there was no military reason for its main-
tenance but because the sanitary conditions at that post were such
that the health and lives of the soldiers quartered there were endangered.
The situation in that section has been such as to cause very great
alarm, not only to the settlers, who comprise agriculturists, stockmen,
miners, and the residents of numerous towns, and not only to the rail-
roads that take their course through the territory mentioned, but the
military authorities and all have felt that there was absolute necessity
for the establishment of a post in that vicinity and the maintenance of
troops there. This is evidenced by the following extract from the
Annual Report of the Secretary of War for the year 1898:

Upon the recommendation of this Department certain public lands situate near
Sheridan, Sheridan County, Wyo., have been reserved by Executive order for the
purpose of a military reservation, it being the intention of the Department to ask an
appropriation by Congress to establish there a military post.

Prior to the making of this report by the Secretary of War a thorough
investigation was made under the direction of the War Department.
Gen. E. V, Sumner, commanding the Departments of the Colorado and
of the Missouri, was directed by the War Department to investigate
and report upon the matter of establishing a force at or near the town

of Sheridan, Wyo.
On the 31st of October, 1898, he made the following report to the

Adjutant-General of the Army:

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLORADO,
Denver, Colo., October 31, 1895.

SIR: Referring to indorsement from your oftice, dated October 10, 1898, signed
Schwan, assistant adjutant-general, directing me to investigate and report upon the
matter of establishing a force at or ncar the town of Sheridan, Wyo., I have the
honor to submit the following report:

The abandonment of all the military posts in the Northwest on the call for war
with Spain left the country, once so strictly guarded, practically in the hands of the
Indians, and the scattercd settlements of the citizens at their mercy. Fortunately.
the Indians have had no cause or desire to make tronble, nor have any depredations
been committed by them; but it should be understood that under the present condi-
tions the continuance of this state of peace and quiet rests at this time entirely with
the Indians, as they hawe nothing to fear from the military power of the Govern-
ment. Asregards this particular section of country to which these papers refer, I
find the statements made by General Manderson and others, setting forth the imme-
diate necessity for troops in the vicinity of the Crow and Cheyenne reservations for
the protection of the citizens of that section of country, is a fair exhibit of the
present state of affairs, and in my opinion are not overdrawn.

The Crow Indians are probably susceptible of control by their agent and his police.
but the Cheyenne never have been controlled by tlie Government unless in the face






4 MILITARY POST AT SHERIDAN, WYO.

in comfortable quarters and on the railroad where it can be available in case of

necessity.
Very respectfully, E. V. SUMNER,
Brigadier-General, United States Volunteers, Commanding.

The ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
War Department, Washington, D. C.

The demand for troops elsewhere was such that it was impossible to
comply with this recommendation of General Sumner, and the condition
referred to by him of complete unpreparedness to all that seetion to
resist an Indian outbreak still continues.

On the request of the War Department, numerous pieces of land
suitable for garrison purposes were withdrawn from entry and settle-
ment and are held for post purposes, so that the United States will be
at no expense whatever in procuring lands exceedingly well adapted to
the purposes of a military reservation.

General Sumner in his report refers to a proposition made by the
town of Sheridan to furnish al! water that may be needed for garrison
purposes free of charge to the Government. Since his report was made,
the board of trustees ot the town of Sheridan have passed the following
ordinance, that has been approved by the mayor of the town and is now
alaw:

[OrDINANCE No. 52.]

AN ORDINANCE granting and giving the free use of water from the city water supply to the War
epartment of the United States.

Be it ordained by the board of trustees of the town of Sheridan:

SecrioN 1. That the town of Sheridan will furnish from the city water system,
free of charge, to the War Department of the United States all water necessary for
domestic purposes for all troops that may be stationed within five miles of said town
of Sheridan, and all water that may be necded in the construction of a military post
or garrison that may be constructed within five miles of said town; and said water
shall be furnished as long as said military post or garrison shall he maintained.

Src. 2. Provided, That the War Department of the United States may tap either
the main line or the reservoir of said system at any point.

SEC. 3. And it is further provided, That said tapping or connecting with said system
shall be done under the supervision of the water commissioner of said town, and
subject to the approval of the council of said town.

Suc. 4. Provided, That the pipe used by said War Departinent for conducting water
from said system to said military post or garrison shall not be larger than six inches
in diameter.

Sec. 5. Provided, That all work and material necessary in laying said line shall be
furnished by said War Department.

SEC. 6. Provided, That the water hereby freely given by the town of Sheridan for
the uses and purposes in this ordinance mentioned shall be used subject to all rules,
regulations, and ordinances laid down, passed, or adopted by the council or trustees
of said town of Sheridan, or that wmay hereafter be passcd by said council or trustecs,
governing the use of said city water.

SEc. 7. An emergency exists, and it is so declared, therefore this ordinance shall
take effect and be in force from and after its passage and adoption.

Passed Novemher 15, 1898,

HERrBERT W. TYLER, Town Clcrk.

Approved November 15, 1898,

H. C. ALGER, Mayor.

The necessity for a post at this place has been recognized by the War
D(;pa‘rtnwnt in that it has made an allotment from the general appro-
priation for army posts, of $15,000, that temporary barracks may be
erected to house and quarter troops temporarily, until the permanent
garrison can be placed.

General Sumner, in his report of October 31, 1898, refers to a state-
ment made by the writer, and others, setting forth the immediate neces-
sity for troops in the vicinity of the Crow and Cheyenne reservations
for the protection of the citizens of that scction of country, and says
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these forests has taxed the hest wisdom of the legislature and executive branches
of the Government, and the laws prohibiting their destruction and the denudation
of timber lands have been futile. The setting apart of vast areas by Executive
proclamation will not prevent further damage unless the foresis are placed under
the protecting care of intelligent men, with governmental authority to back up their
effort for preservation. No better guardianship can be had, under existing condi-
tions, than the Army of the United States, and if this line of posts shall be estab-
lished and maintained the destruction that comes from the act of the depredator and
the careless can, in a large degree, be prevented. The excellence of the policy of
substituting the officers and men of the Army for civilians has been shown by the
excellent results obtained in placing army officers in charge of Indian tribes as
agents, and the better government of the Yellowstone Park and the preservation
there of objects of great interest and value.

The advantages presented by Sheridan for garrison purposes can not be excelled.
It is a health-giving spot on the eastern slope of the Big Horn Mountains. It hasan
abundance of the purest water in the numerous never-failing streams. It has a fine
system of waterworks for domestic supply and a system of ditches for irrigation.
The United States is the owner of lands peculiarly fitted and appropriately placed
for an army post. Sections 7 and 8, township 56 north, range 84 west, containing
1,280 acres, would make an ideal place for the new post. This land is 34 miles from
Sheridan, and is susccptible of irrigation by a very inexpensive ditch. It can be
supplied with water and electric lights from the city waterworks, and easy ~and
safe drainage can be had in the swift current of Goose Creek. Coal is being mined
in large quantities in the immediate vicinity and can be placed in the post at 75
cents to $1 per ton. Hay and grain are to be had at low prices, and all supplies for
both men and animals can be had cheaply. Sheridan has an excellent school system,
which should commend itself as valuable to families that make their homes at the
garrison.

It is carnestly hoped that Congress may see the wisdom of the establishment with
all possible speed of the post proposed.

CHARLES F. MANDERSON.

1 also attach a communication on file in the War Department from
Mr. E. Gillette, civil engineer, because it presents valuable information
upon the subject in hand, the writer being one of the earliest settlers
in the vieinity of the Big Horn Mountains, and having more correct
knowledge of the physical conditions in that section than any other man:

SOME EFFICIENT REASONS FOR TIHE ESTABLISIIMENT OF A PERMANENT FORT AT
SHERIDAN, WYO.

The town of Sheridan, Wyo., is located 15 miles south of the boundary line
between Montana and Wyoming. The Big Horn Mountains, 16 miles to the sonth-
west, have a large drainage area, which acts as a great reservoir in storing water
for irrigation. Twenty-two streams flow from these mountains, emptying their
waters into the Yellowstone River. Within 30 miles of Sheridan there are 500 miles
of streams, thickly settled on both sides. Twenty-five miles northwest of Sheridan
there is a wide gap between the Big Horn Mountains and the Wolf Mountains,
thr_(mgh which has passed from time immemorial the travel and traffic of the country.
This great natural highway was followed by immigrants in the settlement of Oregon,
Washington, and Montana. About 1865 the Government established a line of posts
along this route for the protection of her citizens, but abandoned them shortly after
the massacre of Colonel Fetterman and his troops, in 1866. The old ronte had to be
used, 80 immigrants forced their way throngh by organizing into large bodies. and
many conflicts occurred with the Indians, who fought hard and successfully for a
time to hold on to this, their best land for all purposes relating to subsistence for
themselves, their stock, and Indian life generally.

To the white man who had traveled for hundreds of miles through the sagebrush
and bad-water country of the south and east, seeing scarcely the green leaves of a
cottonwood tree to relieve his feverish sight, the dawning of the Big Horn Moun-
tains, covered with dark pine trecs, was a most agreeable sight; and on approaching
the hase of the mountains, where the sagebrush gave way to great abundance ot
nutritious grasses, the fceding ground of the buffalo, elk, and deer, while the streams.
teeming with black-spotted Rocky Mountain trout, gave assurance of pure colil
water in place of the eustomary alkali creek or spring, this country seemed a verita-
ble paradise. It was thercfore bitterly fonght for. Fetterman and his entire com-
mand were “wiped out,” while the saine thing oceurred later to the gallant Custer,
after Crook had been fonght to a standstill on the Rosebud and he had returned to
the present site of Sheridan, his great camping gronnd, for recrniting and building
up his wasted command., The warlike Sioux and Cheyennes, dissatisfied with the
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tions of the white man, gives assurance of wonderful results. That the develop-
nment of this country may continue unchecked, the lives of the people rendered safe
and prosperous, and the great forces of nature be stored for future generations,
depends greatly upon the fact as to whether a post is established here now or not.
Aslong as we have an Army it has to be maintained at certain points. If these
points-are selected where the best natural conditions exist—namely, that of com-
manding a large scope of country, climatic, facilities of transportation, cheapness
and ease in securing subsistence, forage, and fuel, located near the scene where the
next trouble may occur in war and where the army would be of the greatest utility
in times of peace—then there is no question but that Sheridan or its immediate
vieinity would afford probably the best location west of the Mississippi River. This
country was abandoned once before, as far as posts are concerned, by the Govern-
ment with disastrous results, culminating in the Custer massacre. There is con-
siderable indication that the former result is about to be repeated.

All the forts in this vieinity have been recently abandoned, ¥Fort McKinney on the
south on account of lacking transportation facilities, Fort Custer to the north on
account of sanitary and dilapidated condition.

At Sheridan, midway between the two, these objections are eliminated. The
great Burlington railroad makes this place a division point. The systems of railroad
to the north and south have numerous posts located on their lines. The country
along the Burlington route has been left so that the people feel compelled to rely on
their individual efforts in case of trouble, rather than on the Army. Where there
is a possibility of Indian troubles, the development of that region is most seriously
handicapped by the abandonmeut of the military posts in its vicinity. As the old
posts out West become untenable and are found to have been located off from what
proves to be the permanent routes for conducting the transportation of the country
for future ages, a few points can be safely selected where the densest population will
be and where a part of the Army can be most effectively placed for all times to come.
Sheridan, Wyo., is such a location.

Montana to the north and Colorado to the south are comparatively well supplied
with forts, and the people of northern Wyoming pray that like conditions may be
made to exist here.

EpWARD GILLETTE.

The abundant reasons set forth in these communications and the
repeated demands made by the citizens residing with their families in
the vicinity of the great country contiguous to the Indian reservations
have led to the introduction of the bill S.5223. Full investigation by
the War Department has led to a favorable report upon it and the urg-
ing of the Sccretary of War that it be speedily made a law. Fully
realizing the pressing necessity of such action, I respectfully pray that
the bill be passed and the erection and maintenance of this most im-
portant garrison follow.

CaarLES F. MANDERSON.
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