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ANNUAL REPORT

CONMVISIONER OF THR GENRRAL LAND ORVIC

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1898.

6181—1






REPORT

OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., October 1, 1898.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following as the annual report
of this office for the fiscal year ending June .30, 1898:

This embraces tabulated statements showing the business done
in the district land offices, 116 in number, with reports from the
surveyors-general, numbering 17, giving particulars of operations in
their respective districts during the fisecal year, which will be found
attached in their proper places.

In the number of original homestead entries there is shown an
increase of 11,730 over the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and in
the area embraced in such entries an increase of 1,754,267.77 acres.
In final homestead entries there was an increase in number of entries

- of 2,166, with an increase in area of land contained in such entries of
73,810.84 acres.

The entire disposals of public lands show an increase of 614,780.26

acres as compared with the aggregate of disposals during the fiscal

year ending June 30, 1897.
The total cash receipts show an increase of $190,063.90.
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CASH RECEIPTS. ~
The following is a statement of the cash receipts of the office from
various sources during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898:

Sales of land at privateentry_ . . . ... ... $6,173.47
Sales of land at publicauction_ . ... . .. .. .. ... 39,934.07
Sales of land by preemption entry_ .. ... .. ... ... ... 20, 367. 42
Sales of timber and stoneland_____________ ... ... _...._._.. 152,414.99
Sales of mineral land. . ... imaaeaa 208, 489. 01
Salesof desert land_ .. __ .. .. ... .ee-i...... 208,978.78
Commuted homesteads (sec. 2301, Rev. Stat. )___ i 210,535.25
Commuted homesteads under acts June 15, 1880, and May 2, 1890__ - 25,621. 03
‘Excesses on homesteads and otherentries. ... .. . . ... ....._. 18,272.04
Timber-culture entries commuted under act March 3, 1891__._.___. 9,637.53
Sales of coal land _ .. .. .. i nmnn 74,411.60
Sales of town 1088 . - . . . . oo e 10, 452. 50
Sales of town sites. .. .. ... 700. 00
Supplemental payments ... ... . 217.49
Graduation entries__ . .. .. .o 640. 45
Abandoned military reservations. .. ... . .. ... e...... 975. 05
Excess payments on locations made with swamp-land indemnity cer-
tiicates ... e e 30.61
Cash substitution . . e 50.00
Indian land commuted under special acts.......... .. ... .....__. 53,271.81
Cash on final homesteads, ceded Indian lands__. ... ... ... ... 2,999. 40
Competitive bids _ ... ... s 1.00
Sisseton and Wahpeton lands. .. ... ... . _.........._..... 1,400. 00
Act of March 2, 1895 (restoration to public domain lands not needed
for naval purposes) . .. _ e 51.85
Act of September 30, 1890 (extending time for payment for home-
steads and preemptions). ... ... 200. 00
‘Act of March 3, 1887 (sales of land claimed on account of railroad
gramts) e s 6,217.49
Act of February 17,1897 (to enable certain persons to procure title to
public lands) . .. ... 638.23
Act of January 18, 1897 (disposal of la.nd in Greer County, Okla.) . 29,101. 65
Act of August 15, 1894 (Yankton, Sioux, and Siletz Indian ceded
lands) oo e 204,797.75
Act of September 29, 1890 (forfeited by railroad company and sold to
9,493.68

individuals) . ...
Total ' 1,291,076.10
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FEES AND COMMISSIONS.

For homestead entries, original and final .. _.__._. . .. __ $716,518. 96
For timber-culture entries, original and final _____.____. 22,770.00
For military bounty land warrants .._.____.______.._.. 89.50
For agricultural college serip ... .. oo ... 20.00
For State selections ... .. .. .. . ... 9,127.00
For railroad selections . ___ .. . __. ... _.._.._.. 8,974. 00
For wagon-road selections ... ... __ ... _.... 1,022.00
For final commissions Sac and Foxlands_ ... ... ...... 580.84
For final commissions on commuted Sioux lands..___.._. - 42,78

For preemption, coal, and other filings.._.._.._.___.__. 26, 345. 00
For reducing testimony to writing, etc. ...__......._... 67,775.42

———  $853,265.50

Total receipts from disposal of publicland . ... ... 2,144,341.60

Total receipts from disposal of Indianland. . __.______________ 100,317. 49

Total receipts from depredations on publicland ... . ... ... 15, 876. 60

Total receipts from sales Government property_.............. 6,936.73
Total receipts from furnishing transcripts of records and plats,

General Land Office . ... oo oo 10,522.76

Total cash receipts. . oo i 2,277,995.18

The total cash receipts for the fiscal year ending June 30,1897, were
$2,087,931.28, showing an increase in receipts for the year ending June
30, 1898, as compared with the preceding fiscal year, of $190,063.90.
The total expense of district land offices, for salaries and commissions
of registers and receivers, incidental expenses, and expenses of depos-
iting public moneys, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, was
$617,411.77, an increase, as compared with the fiscal year ending June
30, 1897, of $12,674.84.
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Number and class of final and original entries and selections

made during the fisca]

as compared with the

Number Number of

Cash receipts.

Class of entry. of Fees and
v entries. acres. Sales. commis-
sions.
FINAL ENTRIES.

Private .o iciurecenrra———————- 92 4,715.28
Public auction. 448 28,955. 29
Preemption...__. 112 15,399.08
Timber and stone . 573 60, 955.73
Mineral .......... 1,625 47,899.06
Desert land 793 127,807.99
Commuted homesteads (sec. 2301, Rev. Stat.) ... 1,247 154,600. 07
Commuted timber cultures (act March 3, 1891&. 63 7,579.74
Commuted homesteads (acts June 15,1880, an

May 2, 1890) . oo oot e e a 12 17,600.74
Excesses on homestead and other entries .. 3,260 9,567.48
Coalland - oo 30 4,078.63
Town lots. . 90 facennan
Town sites 5
Supplemental gayments. 34
Graduation entries ... ....._ 2
Abandoned military reservations 5
Cash substitution .-...................... 1
Indian land commuted under special ac 1,209
Sales of land under act January 18, 1897 . R 909
Under sundry actS-...c-coecnacocuens R 98
Homestead -............. .1 22,281
Timber culture .....__...._.. .| 5,691
Military bounty land warrants......

Scrip locations under the several ac
Indian allotments...................

Swamp lands patented .........
Final commissions on Indian lan
Donation claims............. wammerenn

4,887,516.01 | 1,212,344.64 | 134,606.78
Indian lands. 32,193.19 100,317.49 ... ...
Total et 4,919,709.20 | 1,312,662.13 | 134,606.78
ORIGINAL ENTRIES.
Desort 1ana. - .o e e e e e 2,001 | -314,916.68
Homesteaqd .. ceeue..| 44,980 | 6,208,557.61
Timber culture. o c.coe.oouceereenracaccaccmceaan 1 160.00
b1 N 46,982 | 6,521,634.29
RAILROAD, STATE, AND WAGON-ROAD SELEC-
TIONS.
Railroad o oo oo e 4,487 | 710,343.87 8,974.00
State (under the 'several acts) 4,619 676, 467. 61 9,127.00 |
WAZON FOAA « e cmeeeeamccceceecmeme cammamnn 509 81,452.08 1,022.00
MOl - e e e e oo e eeeeoeen 9,615 | 1,468,263.5¢ | _._...___.__. 19,123.00 '
FILING AND MISCELLANEOUS FEES. ‘
Filing fees and mineral adverse claims......... b .7 O IS 26,345.00
Fees for reducing testimony to writing, ete. .| oo oo|oooaim i 87,775.42
e 7Y U 3,658 | aa eeeee e 84,120
RECAPITULATION BY TOTALS. '
Finalentries......cc......... P, ——— 39,551 | 4,919,709.20 | 1,312,662.13 | 134,606. 7
Orifinal entries ... ...._____. CIIIIITTT 48)982 | 6)521.634.20 | 78, 731.46 | 605,415.30
Railroad, State, and wagon-road selections. ... 9,615 | 1,468,263.54 |_______....... , 123, 00
Filing and miscellaneous fees......ccueea.oooao .. b I P 94,120. 42
LSy S 99,806 [12,909,607.03 | 1,391,393.59 | 833,265.50
Deduct totals of decrease. ... ..ooeeeemoeeooeeooos) oo R A

Net total of increase._....._.........____..l.

aEntriesoriginated and completed within the year embrace 463,999.09 acres; entriesoriginating

in former years aud heretofore so reported, but completed during fiscal
4,455, 710.11 acres; total acreage of final entries within the year, 4,919,709.20.

year 1898, embrace
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ISSUE OF PATENTS FOR LANDS DISPOSED OF.

AGRICULTURAL PATENTS ISSUED.

Patents of the class denominated agricultural were issued during
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, to the number of 30,293, contain-
ing approximately 4,846,880 acres, made up of the following, viz:

Cash patents._ __ .. e e 5,315
Homestead patents. . ... . . e 20, 390
Timber-culture patents_ _ ... . e 4,465
Military bounty land patents ______ . ... 56
Agricultural college scrip patents. ... ... ... _. 7
Supreme Court scrip patents.. .. .. .. ... 4
Surveyor-general’s scrip patents...__. e e e 25
Sioux half-breed scrippatents.. ... .. ... ... 28
Choctaw scrip patents. . ... e 1
Arredondo scrip patents. .. ... e 1
Special act of Congress patents. ... . .. ... 1

Total. . e e e 30,293

The class of patents embraced in the above includes all patents
issued on final and commuted homestead entries, on desert-land, tim-
ber-culture, preemption, private cash, town-site, and other entries
embracing land of an agricultural, nonmineral character.

This statement shows a decrease in the number of patents issued
during the.last fiscal year, as compared with the preceding year, of
1,794, and in the approximate number of acres contained therein a
decrease of 287,040.

MINERAL PATENTS.

Of mineral and mill-site patents 1,259 were issued, as against 1,085
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, an increase of 174. Of coal
patents 43 were issued, as against 32 for the preceding year, an
increase of 11, and included an area of 4,907.93 acres, as against an
area of 3,606.59 acres, an increase of 1,301.34 acres.
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In the following table are shown the States and Territories in which
mineral and mill-site and coal-land patents were issued:

s | Mineral
: Coal | Area in
State or Territory. and
land. | acres. mill site.
AlASKA - e e et eeiee e a—anaa 1
ATIZOD& o oiiiciin el 29
Arkansas ... 6
California. ... ...cooooowoieaa . 84
Colorado - 745
B 063 o 1o - 1
TAANO . e e e e 24
Montana - ... e e 129
Nevada - ... e e e e 29
NOW MeXRICO - .o oo e o e e e e eeem 11
[0 =Y L R USS PN HUR, 18
South Dakoto_ . .o. o e e e 53
122 o 1 113
Washington . 2 14
W Y OMING oo e e et e e ———————— - 6 2
Total .. e e 43 | 4,907.93 1,259

~The mineral and mill-site patents issued, 1,259 in number, as above
shown, embrace 2,492 mineral and mill-site claims and an area of

31,605.411 acres.

RAILROAD LANDS PATENTED.

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, lands have been certi-
fied or patented on account of railroad grants as follows, viz:

Name of railroad.

‘Where located.

Number of
acres.

Alabama and Chattanooga
Central Branch Union Pacific --..
Cen}:)ral Pacific (proper) ....

0C and Pacific._

Centra] Pacific (successor to California :

Union Paciflc (successor to Denver Pacific) .-

Florida Central and Peninsular

Gulf and Ship Island .

Uniotb Pacific (successor to Kansas Pacific)
(o]

Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul
Missouri, Kansas and Texas
New Orleans Pacific.............
Northern Pacific ..

Oregon and California. ... . ..cceooeoooie oo
Oregon and California (successor to Oregon Central)
St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba (act Aug. 5, 1892)
St. Paul and Northern Pacific ...
Sioux City and Pacific.._...._.
Southern Pacific émain line) ..
Southern Pacific (branch line)
Union Pacific (proper) -

Minnesota
North Dakota.

Minnesota -
Nebraska - -
California

o 00 bt
SRS
S

Bz

&
CERESERSERBIRILS SRS

SRBEE3NASESS

10 R O -
B 8%

As against an area patented to railroads during the preceding fiscal
year of 5,101,969.31 acres, showing a decrease of 4,069,434.47 acres.
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INDIAN AND MISCELLANEOUS PATENTS.

The following statement shows the area of lands embraced in Indian

and miscellaneous patents issued
30, 1898, by States and Territories

Acres.

Alagka ... .._._._....._____ 266. 00

rknsas ... .. . ... ._.___ 640. 00
Colorado. ......o.o..___.__ 76,427.69
Florida . ... ... ._...__.._.. 11,612. 97
Idabo. .. ... ___. .. _. 1,871.345
Kansas ... .oooooeooooo.. 120.00
Louisiana....______._...__. 36,013.73

during the fiscal year ending June
, Viz:

Acres.
Montana._...___.___........ 1,260.76
New Mexico ............_. 3,159.82
North Dakota........._... 40,815.29
Washington ... ... _. 132.63
Wisconsin .............__. 4,252.67
Total .. ... ... 176, 572. 905

This is a decrease in area, as compared with the last previous fiscal

year, of 323,731.465 acres, the area
having been 500,304.37 acres.
Indian allotments patented.

CERTIFICATION OF LANDS GRANT

patented during the last fiscal year

The decrease is chiefly in the area of

ED FOR EDUCATIONAL AND OTHER

; PURPOSES.
Lists of lands selected by the several States and Territories, and

approved by the Secretary of the

Interior, were duly certified during

the last fiscal year to the amount of 459,122.66 acres.

The following is a table of the 1

ists certified:

No Grant. Amount
State or Ter- st Date of .
; Land districts. of s cer-
ritory. approval. |q: Authority of Purpose for h
7 e list. law. v which granted, | tified.
) Acres.
California ..... Independence _| June 15,1898 7 | Sec.7,act Mar. | School-land in- | 9,658.53
3, 1853. demnity.
Do eeeeeeee. Los Angeles ... July 16,1897 d 7,178.
Do A0 emam e Apr. 29,1898 04.
Do ... Marysville._.... Apr. 18,1808 847.
Do... -{ San Francisco .| Apr. 29, 1 .
Sacramento ...| Feb. 26,1898 (
July 16,1897 5. 4
July 29, 1897 .
May 17,1898 3
June 24,1898 52.
Feb. 21,1898 .
. Feb. 19,1898 .
.| Nov. 2,1897 199.
Oct. 4,1897 7 State normal | 2,569 .58
schools.
9 Insane asylum...| 2,961.68
7 Scientific schools | 5,253.42
8 State charitable, | 2,080.00
educational,
ete., institu-
tions.
Do L o JRPRIS S do...... 6 | Sec.6,act June | Public buildings.| 3,047.00
Do...o......| Lewiston ...... Feb. 21,1898 8 | Sec. lsbbactJ une| Scientificschools 960. 00
B 0 7 Y R do ool Mar. 9,188 8 | .... s LS Y State normal| 1,710.65
schools. . .
Louisiana .._... New Orleans ..| Jan. 14,1808 | 24 | Act May 20,1826. Scélool-l_%nd in- 201.17
emnity.
Minnesota...... Marshall ... Sept.28,1807| 3 Sez%. 51. sggt Feb. |..... 40.00
- 5 80.00
4 40.00
9 .do. .do 18.60
.| Nov.16,1807| 2| ActFeb.20,1895.| Agricultural col- | 22,809.80
. ege.
Montana -...... Helena.........|Oct. 2,1897 6 Sez% Zh’gbagct Feb. Pub%ic buildings.| 11,992.20
DO - Missoula ..___.. Oct. 7,1897 l [ 30 I s O Deaf and dumb | 3,535.19
I asylum.
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Certification of lands granted for educational and other purposes—Continued.
Grant.
State or Ter- s Date of NO' Amount
tory. Land distriets. | gpnroval, hst Authority of Purpose for ihea
' law. which granted.
Acres.
Oct. 17,1897 S%ZC. 11’2,8?;01: Feb.| School of mines.| 3,160.00
QOct. 11,1897 L P Vo P Public buildings.| 9,680.00
July 22,1897 | 22 Sec. 1 actJune | Support of com- | 4,415.86
s . mon schools.
Oct. 8,1897! 23 |..... 2,119.45
Oct. 25,1807 | 24 |..... 15,844.37
Jan. 17,1898 | 25 | __ .. 16,489.86
Mar.11,1898 | 26 |._.. do 2,415.58
Aug.% 1897 | 12 | Sec. 4 act Feb. | School-land in- | 4,012.89
1859. demnity.
Oct. 25,1897 | 13 do 411.05
Jan, 38,1898 | 14 9,083.39
May 16 1898 | 15 1,177.53
Nov. 16 1897 8 3,868.18
June 16, 1898 9 3,659.29
Nov.19,1897} 15 6,384.64
May 18,1898 | 16 18,053.40
Nov.16,1897 | 15 3,014.67
June?25,1898 [ 16 1,627.85
July 20,1897 | 12 4,460.38
Feb. 7,1898| 13 7,182.79
June 2,1898 ! 14 . 6,195.32
Junel5, 1898 15 do 4,623.77
Apr.11,1898| 1| Sec. 112 ezct July | Normal schools..| 1,560.00
..... d0.eeeee| 1|....do-.........| Blindasylum .__.| 1,240.74
..... do......| 1|.....do..........| Reservoirs.......| 8,562.16
Apr.28,1898 | 1 | Sec.8, act July | Agriculturalcol- | 2,960.26
16, 1894, lege.
May 11,1898 | 1 Selcé. llﬁ,gazct July | School of mines__| 38,471.07
DO e [ X S, do...... ) SR I S, Insane asylum...| 2,243.92
DO cea]eenn s Lo J [* P, 1]..... P 1> S Hospital for | 2,119.9
miners.
DO e enn do_ e, May 16,1898 | 1 Selcé. %’8 321; July | State university.| 7,509.92
North Yakima.| May 9,188 | 9 S%czz. l&m Feb.| Agriculturalcol-| 4,212.22
22, . ege.
....... Oct. 25,1897 | 13 Sezzc. %178’83“ Feb. Pubﬁic buildings.| 3,471.21
......... July 27,1897 895.92
_{ Dec. 23,1897 2,199.31
July 23,1897 3,639.31
) school.
.......... Oct. 25,1807 | 12 |.....do-..........| Scientific school.| 1,585.96
......... Oct. 8,1897| 8| Sec. 11 actJuly | State, charita- | 23,700.08
), §90. ble, education-
al, etc., insti-
Feb. 17,1898
Nov. 9, 1897
Qct. 27,1897
Nov. 23,1897
June 3,1898
Mar. 4,1808
Oct. 26,1897
.| Nov. 27,1807
Dec. 10,1897 960,
Dec. 16,1897 3
.| Dec. 23,1897 Insane asylum...; ~ 600.00
DO ooemeefenn Ao ... Jan. 31,1898 Deaf and dumb | 5,384.63
asylum.
DO .oomaceac]emnas do_..o...... Feb. 7,1808| 6| ___. do e Penal and refor- | 4,048.01
matory insti-
tutions.
DO e do..........| Feb. 18,1898 4 0. [ [ P Poor farm . ...... 80.00
DO e Cheyenne. ... Jan. 24,1898 | 3 | Sec. 6, act July | Public buildings.| 1,524.12
07 JR Douglas.... .. Nov. 3,1897| 3| Sec. 10, actJuly Afrwulturalcol-' 626. 64
0, 1890.
s S do. ... Dec. 10,1897| 3 | Sec 11, antJuly | Deat and dumb ' 3,617.%2
10, 1890. agylum. | §
May 12,1898 7 S%. iO, actJuly | A multnral col- ’ 280. 68
. 890.
Nov.16,1807| 4 ,039. 2
_{Jan. 25,1888| 6 .
.jJan. 7,1898 [ N P i U S PSR .-l 1,920.00
Feb. 25,1808 | 4 Bablic buildings. [ 2,560.00

,'439, 122.66
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The foregoing statement shows that 459,122.66 acres were approved
and certified during the last fiscal year. The aggregate of lands of
the same class certified during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897,
was 739,417.95 acres, showing a decrease during the last fiscal year
of 280,295.29 acres.

In addition to this, selections aggregating 11,848.15 acres were can-
celed during the year.

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS.

Three private land claims in New Mexico, which were confirmed
by the Court of Private Land Claims, have been patented during the
fiscal year.

At least twenty other claims so confirmed and surveyed could be
patented if the claimants would make the payments required by law.
Section 10 of the act approved March 3, 1891 (26 Stat., 854), provides,
among other things, that—

One-half of the necessary expenses of making the survey and plat provided for
in this section, and in respect of which a patent shall be ordered to be issued,
shall be paid by the claimant or patentee, and shall be a lien on said land, which
may be enforced by the sale of so much thereof as may be necessary for that pur-
pose, after a default of payment thereof for six months next after the approval of
such survey and plat, and no patent shall issue until such payment.

The method of enforcing this lien is not provided for by the act,
and it is presumed that it would require an aetion at law on behalf
of the United States against the owners of any such grant to recover
the sum due for surveying and platting the claim.

I therefore recommend that the Attorney-General be requested to
render an opinion as to the mode of procedure to be followed in
enforcing the lien provided for by the aet aforesaid in order that
this office may take such action in the premises as may be deemed

proper.

Recapitulation of areas embraced in patents issued as stated in the foregoing.

Patents. 1897, 1898. Increase. Decrease.
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres.

Agricultural ....ceeeeencaveaecnana 5,133,920.00 | 4,846,880.00 |._............ 287,040.00
oal - ... ... .. 3, 606. 59 4,907.93 1,301.34 | oeoo.
Mineral and mill site 28,756,472 31,605.411 2,848,930 | ... ...o.._....
Railroad. ......_...._. .- 5,101,969.31 | 1,032,534.84 |....__......... 4,069,434, 47
Swamp .- --ee.... - 800, 673.12 78,950.14 |....o_.__._.. 721,%13.98
Swamp indemnity. ... -- 1,278.41 2,153.82 875.41 |.......... PR
Indian and miscellaneou 500, 304. 37 176,572.905 | oo oeeoeo 323,731. 485
School selections .....c.coeoooeaaannonn 739,417.95 459,122.66 |.ooeeoeoon.. 280, 295. 29
Total ... iaaan 12,309,926.222 | 6,632,736.706 5,025.689 | 5,682,215.205

Net decrease, 5,677,189.516 acres.

\0\\55
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BOUNTY-LAND BUSINESS.

The following is a statement of the number of acres represented by
military bounty-land warrants located in the several land States and
Territories for the year ending June 30, 1898, or not heretofore
reported, which warrants were issued under the acts of 1847, 1850,
1852, and 1855. The aggregate number of acres is computed at the
rate of $1.25 per acre. It does not show the exact area of the lands
located with the warrants:

Arizona. .. .. _ ... _......__. 160 | Montana ... ... _....._____. 160
California. ... . __...._....... 160 | North Dakota_...........____.. 120
Colorado. . ..o 1,900 | South Dakota .................. 160
Idaho.... .. . . ... . ...._. 320 Utah ... ... ... 920
Michigan ... ... .........._. 480 | Washington ._.__._..._...____. 360
Minnesota ... _....._.....__. 5,440 —

Missouri. ... oo . 440 Total .. ... ... ..... 10, 620

Summary of warrants.

Denomination of warrants. 40 acres. | 60 acres. | 80 acres. | 120 acres. | 160 acres. | Total.

FINAL ENTRIES PENDING.

It appears from the reports of the different divisions of this office
that at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, there were
16,430 final entries pending, an increase of 456 over the number of
final entries pending in the office June 30, 1897.

VACANT PUBLIC LANDS, WITH AREA RESERVED AND
APPROPRIATED.

Reports have been received from the various land offices giving an
approximate estimate of the quantity of vacant public lands, together
with the area reserved and appropriated, in the several land districts
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at the close of the fiscal year ending June 80, 1898, of which the
following is presented as a recapitulation:

Area unappropriated and unre-
: Area Arenap- | Totalarea
State or Territory. p Unsar- reserved. |propriated. of 1%;1& sur-
urveyed. veyed. Total.
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres.
Alabama ... 522,873 |- ceeeee e 522,313 86,240 | 32,049,387 32, 658, 000
Arizona .. 11,930,820 | 42,438,203 | 54,369,023 | 12,738,022 | 5,685,455 72,792, 500
Arkansas. ,696,990 ... ______. 3, 696, 990 y 29,844, 590 33, 543, 500
California 34,212,434 | 8,230,580 | 42,503,023 | 16,189,170 | 40,668,890 99, 361, 083
Colorado . 35,278, 705 4,434,846 | 39,708,551 6,225, 20,456, 568 66, 390, 650
1,757,275 19,840 | 33,487,385 35, 264, 500
44,207,949 ,989,869 | 6,682,382 52,830, 200
............. 19,575,040 | __._..___.. 19,575, 020
.......................... 35, 228, 800 35, 228, 800
1,060, 883 987,875 | 50,334,242 52,383, 000
755,545 1,474,834 | 26,632,809 28,863, 188
505, 895 87, 36,225, 859 36,819, 000
5,720,826 ,988,409 | 40,985,705 51,689, 440
388,950 |.oonocaooion 29,301, 050 29, 685, 000
445,911 |._._...._.... 43,350, 089 43, 796, 000
71,607,616 | 11,424,213 | 12,227,891 95, 259, 120
10,548, 450 70,522 | 88,518,367 49,137,339
61, 358, 609 5,983, 409 2,994, 482 70, 336, 500
56,877,835 6,029,448 | 15,280,722 78,197,005
20,574,613 3,050,610 | 21,277, 44,902, 987
7,007,222 7,207,160 | 10,539, 281 24,753, 663
gon _ ... 35,897, 869 5,467,702 , 260, 61,626,218
South Dakota ... 12,982,826 | 10,922,506 | 24,253,223 48,158, 555
Utah.._........ 9,816,110 | 34,121,786 | 43,937,896 5,383,467 , 258, 637 52,580, 000
‘Washington .| 5,319,428 8,123,154 | 13,442,582 | 11,131,345 | 18,110,157 42,684,084
‘Wisconsin. . .. 413,799 |- oo 413, 799 365,353 | 34,495,848 85, 275, 000
Wyoming ............ 42,946, 054 6,135,209 | 49,081,263 8,171,043 5,180,694 62,433,000
Grand total ....| 316,716,303 | 262,651,971 | 579,368,274 | 139,516,276 | 637,339,422 | 1,356,223,972

This aggregate is exclusive of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, in which,
if any public land remains, it consists of a few small isolated tracts.
Alaska, which contains about 577,390 square miles, or 369,529,600 acres
of land, mostly unsurveyed and unappropriated, is also excluded.

PUBLIC SURVEYS.

The areas covered by surveys accepted by this office during the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, are as follows:

Acres. Acres.
Arizona_ ... __..__._...__.. 47,836 | North Dakota ... ... ....... 888, 451
California_..______ ... _. 188,977 | Oregon ... .. ...._..._... 609, 915
Colorado. ... ..._.__._..... © 123,667 | South Dakota ._........_ ... 877,078
Florida ... ... .. .. _..._... 199 | Utah .. .o 248,270
Idaho ..o ... 1,148,408 | Washington._ .. ....___._..._. 413,763
Louisiana....______._...._.._ 1,207 | Wyoming....._........._._ 593, 606
Minnesota - _____..__ __._.____ 486, 653 ———
Montana . . oo 454,790 Total ... .......... 6,237,371
New Mexico. . ...__._........ 155, 051+

By the act of Congress approved June 4, 1897 (30 Stat. L., 32),
making appropriations for the sundry civil expenses of the Govern-
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes,
there was appropriated ‘‘for surveys and resurveys of public lands”
the sum of $325,000, of which amount not exceeding $15,000 was

6181—-2



18 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

authorized to be expended for resurveys, and an amount not exceeding
$40,000 for the cost of examinations in the field, ete.

Deducting the sums of $15,000 and $40,000 authorized to be used
for resurveys and examinations, respectively, and the sum of $10,000
reserved for emergencies, there remained available for apportionment
among the several surveying districts the sum of $260,000. The
apportionment made to the several districts was as follows:

Arizona .. ... oo $5,000 | South Dakota ... ... ._. $4,000
California. .. ... ... . __._._. 20,000 | Utah.___ .. ... 20,000
Colorado.. .cvoo oo 10,000 | Washington .. _.___.___._____. 42,000
Idaho ... .. . ... 32,000 | Wyoming .. ...._..........__. 25,000
Minnesota -....._......._...... 5,000 | Resurveys ..._........o...... 15,000
Montan ... ... . ... 42,000 | Examinations __.._____......_._. 40,000
Nevada ..o 5,000 | ReSOIVE . ... oereceacmccecaeae 10,000
New Mexico ... ocoeoa ... 10,000 _—
North Dakota .. ............ 20, 000 Total --ooooeeimmeee 325,000
OTegon .o eaaeaae 20, 000

By the urgent deficiency appropriation act approved January 28,
1898, authority was granted to use of the appropriation for the fiscal
year 1898 for surveying the public lands, not exceeding $20,000 for
examinations in the field, in addition to the sum of $40,000 authorized
by said appropriation by the sundry civil act for the fiscal year 1898.
The unused part of the reserve fund and the uncontracted portions of
the sums assigned for surveys in several districts were sufficient to
cover the additional amount allowed for examinations in the field.

The annual surveying instructions for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1898, which were issued under date of July 15, 1897, will be found

in the appropriate place in this report.
TRANSACTIONS IN THE SEVERAL SURVEYING DISTRICTS.
ARIZONA.

The original apportionment made to Arizona out of the appropri-
ation for surveying the public lands for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1898, was $5,000. Two contracts, involving a liability of $2,750,
were awarded and approved, as also three sets of special instructions
in lieu of contracts and bonds, providing for resurveys to the amount
of $315. Two sets of supplemental special instructions, issued to
deputies under previously awarded contracts, were issued and
approved.

One contract, involving a liability of $2,250, was awarded to Charles
von Erxleben for the survey of designated standard and exterior lines
and the exteriors and subdivisions of T. 31 N., Rs. 11 and 12 E. The
surveys were based on the petitions of the inhabitants of the town of
Tuba City. This office declined to approve said contract for the rea-
son that the evidences of settlement outside of Tuba City (a mining
town) were deemed insufficient to warrant the extension of 90 miles
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of standard lines and the exterior lines of seven townships on the
petition of the residents of said town.

In his annual report the surveyor-general states that during the
fiscal year 8 townships were surveyed, involving the preparation of
58 plats and diagrams and accompanying transcripts of field notes
embraced in 28 books. .

The number of miles surveyed during the year aggregated 529.
Acreage of public lands surveyed, 123,710.18. .

The special deposits made by individuals for office work and sta-
tionery in connection with the survey of mineral claims for the year
ending June 30, 1898, amounted to $4,596. Mineral surveys ordered,
45; number of locations embraced in said orders, 143 lodes, 10 pla-
cers, and 13 mill sites. Mineral orders amended, 6; mineral sur-
veys approved, 33; mineral surveys pending, 24; mineral plats made,
162; transcripts of mineral surveys, notes, ete., 33.

The surveyor-general estimates that the sum of $20,000 is needed
for public surveys during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1900, and
$30,000 for the survey of the public lands situate within the limits of
land  grants made by Congress to aid in the construction of rail-

roads, ete.
In explanation of said estimates the surveyor-general makes the

following statements, viz:

I ask for only $20,000 for the survey of the public lands, though $40,000 could
be judiciously used.

The area of this Territory aggregates 72,906,240 acres, of which only 17,248,889
have been surveyed. Consequently there are many bona fide settlers in the Ter-
ritory, remote from the lines of the public surveys, who are anxious to obtain
titles to their lands, These surveys can not be made until we obtain a larger appro-
priation, they not being in direct line of the extension of the public surveys. 'I'o
meet this difficulty it is necessary to establish standard parallels and guide merid-
ians, from 50 to 125 miles in length, in different portions of the Territory, from
which to initiate the township surveys that would embrace the lands of such
settlers.

Ihavereceived applications from the settlers of Tuba City, Coconino County, for
the survey of seven townships, on one of which their village is situated. The
nearest public survey to this place from which the survey could be properly
initiated is 65 miles distant.

This contract alone, had it been awarded, would have consumed the entire
$5,000 apportioned to Arizona for the surveys of the public lands for the present
fiscal year. :

It is a recognized fact that a large majority of settlers, for some reason unknown
to me, do not apply for surveys. The reason assigned by some is that they or
their neighbors have applied for years without success, and now deem it useless
to make application. Still, I have been unable, from lack of funds, to meet the
demands of those who have filed applications.

Twenty thousand dollars is as small a sum as should be apportioned to Arizona,
which, with the other estimated amounts, are absolutely essential to the best
interest of the service.

The sum of $30,000 for the survey of lands situate within the limits of railroad
land indemnity grants is based on the application of the Atlantic and Pacific Rail-
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road (now the Santa Fe and Pacific) for the survey of 82 townships situate on
these lands. This application was made in 1896, and again in 1897. In each
instance the reference of the matter to the honorable Commissioner of the General
Land Office elicited the response that the application could not at that time be
entertained on account of the $100,000 appropriation, per act of March 2, 1895, for
that purpose having been exhausted. That being a continuous fund, reappropri-
ated as it is returned by the respective railroads, I respectfully call your attention
to the fact that the vast area covered by such grant in this Territory has not
received any aid from the said appropriation, though it is very much needed.

ALASKA.

Under the provisions of the act of Congress approved July 24, 1897,
the appointment of a surveyor-general for the district of Alaska was
authorized, and the appointment was duly made, and the term of
office commenced November 5, 1897.

As the public land system has not yet been formally extended over
Alaska, and as the expense of surveying mineral claims and of lands
for securing entries for town-site, trading, and manufacturing pur-
poses is payable from special deposits made by the applicant for sur-
veys, as authorized by the act of Congress approved March 3, 1891,
and circular instructions of June 3, 1891, the annual appropriation
for surveying the public lands is not applicable to Alaska.

In his annual report the surveyor-general refers to the condition of
the office when he assumed charge, and states as follows:

The office work during my term of office has been very onerous. In addition to
the regular routine work, there was, upon my taking charge of the office, months
of work in arrears. In fact,there had been no files or proper records kept, and to
perform the work properly and fulfill the urgent demands that were constantly
made upon this office it required both the clerk and myself to work from early
morning until late at night.

Number of applications for survey of nonmineral lands, 193; for
survey of mineral claims, 3.

Referring to the work of ‘this office, the surveyor-general summa-
rizes the same in the following manner: Departmental letters, 155;
miscellaneous letters, 499; estimates for office and field work, 15;
orders for surveys, 13; special instruections, 10.

Returns of survey (field notes, etc.) awaiting action of the drafts-
man are as follows: Nonmineral, 68; mineral, 18; total, 86.

Sixty-nine certificates of deposit, amounting to $2,340 for office
work and $2,250 for field work, were received to June 30, 1898.

The surveyor-general reports that he has appointed 24 United States
deputy mineral surveyors and 15 United States deputy surveyors, all
of whom have furnished acceptable bonds.

The surveyor-general, in his report, which will be found in full in
its’appropriate place, concludes as follows:

The indications are that there will be a vast amount of business brought before
this office the ensuing year, and from a conservative concensuas of opinion, based
on reports from reliable sources, it will undoubtedly continue to increase propor-
tionately.
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On May 14, 1898, the act of Congress extending the homestead laws
over the Territory of Alaska received the Executive sanction.

No provision was made in this bill for the extension of the rectangu-
lar system over the territory or the adgption of any system or method
of carrying on the work of surveying the public lands.

After careful consideration of the nature of the country and the
wide areas of mountainous land, the improbability of many applica-
tions for surveys of tracts agricultural in character, the probable iso-
lation of the 80-acre lots, the maximum amount allowed to homestead
seftlers, and the impracticability of forming a connected system of
base and standard lines which shall embrace the entire district, I have
deemed it best for the present to continue the deposit system of sur-
veys which was in existence prior to the passage of the act above
cited. If it shall hereafter be developed that there are large areas of
arable land, amounting to a considerable number of townships, I shall
adopt the system of independent base and meridian lines, as is the
practice in other districts whenever it is found impracticable to
extend the exterior lines over inaccessible portions of the country.

Through the courtesy of the Superintendent of the United States
Coast and Geodetic Survey, who ‘has commissioned several parties
this summer to make surveys in Alaska, auxiliary meridians have
been established at points where observations have been taken and
coast survey monuments established, by which means a valuable aid
in the direction of accuracy is given to the deputies who shall be called
upon to survey homestead or other entries in the vicinity of these
observation stations.

Between one and two hundred applications for surveys under the
act of March 3, 1891, permitting entries for trading and manufactur-
ing purposes, have been made, but owing to the inherent defects in
the surveys and failure to comply with the requirements of the act,
very few of these Alaska entries have been perfected so as to receive
patent.

CALIFORNIA.,

Of the annual appropriation for surveying the public lands for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, the sum of $20,000 was apportioned
to the district of California.

Under said apportionment three contracts and four sets of special
instructions were awarded, issued, and approved. Total liabilities,
for public surveys, $4,710; for resurveys, $810.

Omne contract and one set of special instructions providing for sur-
veys for allotments within the Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation,
aggregate liability 3,800, were awarded, issued, and approved.

Two sets of supplemental special instructions to deputies under
previously awarded contracts were issued and approved.

For the survey of the public lands for the fiscal year ending June
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30, 1900, the surveyor-general estimates the sum of $20,000; also
$5,000 for resurveys in connection with new and original work.

COLORADO.

The sum of $10,000, out of the annual appropriation for surveying
the publie lands for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, was appor-
tioned to the district of Colorado.

Under said apportionment one contraet, liability $750, was awarded
and approved; also one set of speecial instructions providing for the
survey of the town site of Amethyst, involving a liability of $125.

One contract was awarded and approved, providing for the survey
of the east boundary of the Southern Ute Indian Reservation; liabil-
ity, 8488, payable from the appropriation of $350,000, per act of June
15, 1880 (21 Stats., 199).

In his annual report the surveyor-general gives the following data
relating to the work of his office during the fiscal year, viz: Acres of
land surveyed and accepted, 124,975; acres of land surveyed but not
yet accepted, 284,688; miles of line surveyed and accepted, 430; miles
of line surveyed but not yet accepted, 981; townships subdivided and
surveys accepted, 9; townships' subdivided and surveys not yet
accepted, 22; plats made, 102; diagrams in connection with adjust-
ment of agricultural and placer claims, 42; town-site surveys accepted
and pending, 2; ordersissued for original mineral surveys aggregated
667, including 1,619 lodes, 54 placers, and 25 mill sites; orders for
amended surveys aggregated 85, consisting of 185 lodes, 19 placers,
and 2 mill sites; original mineral surveys approved, 664, including
1,511 lodes, 55 placers, and 32 mill sites; amended surveys approved,
219, covering 364 lodes, 7 placers, and 2 mill sites; total number of
deputy mineral surveyors, 157; amount deposited for office work on
survey of mineral claims, including balance in United States Treasury
July 1, 1897, $80,982.11.

The surveyor-general submits the following estimate of the cost of
surveying the public lands during the fiscal year 1899-1900, viz: Exte-
riors, $3,300; subdivisions, $14,000; extension surveys in townships
partially surveyed, $400; total, $17,900.

The surveyor-general gives the following reasons for submitting
said estimate, viz:

I base this estimate on the fact that there are 13 townships remaining unsur-
veyed now in the Southern Ute Indian Reservation, all agricultural land that
should be surveyed soon after the reservation is opened for settlement, and about
20 townships of unsurveyed lands, which are either agricultural or coal lands,
located outside of reservations, situate within the range and progress of settle-
ment, and liable to be occupied by actual settlers in the near future, if legally
subdivided, which should be surveyed, which will necessitate the running of about
300 miles of exterior and 2,000 miles of subdivision lines.

Applications for extension surveys in townships where only the principal valley

gortions have been surveyed will necessitate the running of at least 80 miles of
ines,
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FLORIDA.

No formal apportionment was made to Florida out of the annual
appropriation for surveying the public lands for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1898, but special instructions were issued to Elisha B.
Camp, deputy surveyor, providing for the resurvey of section lines
in townships adjoining the Jose de la Maza Arrodondo grant; liability,
$400, payable from the apportionment of $15,000 for resurveys, under
the act of June 4, 1897, making the stated annual appropriation.

In his annual report the surveyor-general states that there has not
been much field work done in his district during the past year, and
that only two applications for survey have been approved by the
General Land Office.

Owing to the arrears of office work the surveyor-general deems it
advisable not to initiate new surveys until the returns of surveys
already completed in the field shall have been examined and approved.

The surveyor-general estimates that $3,500 will be required for
surveys and resurveys during the fiseal year 1899-1900, and states
his reasons therefor as follows:

In placing-the estimate for surveys and resurveys at $3,500, I feel that I have
reached the minimum for this service. There are about 7,000,000 acres of unsur-
veyed land in the State of Florida, which will have to be surveyed sooner or later.
The number of applications for original surveys is quite large,and comes princi-
pally from settlers and land owners who have entered into fruit and vegetable
raising in the southern part of the State. Their lands rapidly increase in value
and it becomes necessary to have them surveyed in order to obtain titles thereto.
In view, also, of the war with Spain and the consequent mobilization of people in
this part of the country, a greater interest is expected to be taken in those lands
that are fit for the cultivation of fruits. It is reasonable to presume that many of
the people brought to this State in connection with the troops and by reason of war
interests will be led to remain here and to settle upon the public lands.

The importance of resurveys is coming more and more to my attention, as many
surveyors and United States deputy surveyors send complaints to this office con-
cerning the disappearance of Government corners and marks, many of which were
established nearly three-quarters of a century ago. It is of primary importance
that resurveys be maG. in such cases, both for the establishment of permanent
lines and for furnishing deputy surveyors with points from which they can initiate
new surveys. These surveys would also have the effect of preventing litigation
concerning boundaries which are determined by the old surveys.

IDAHO. .

Of the annual appropriation for surveying the public lands for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, the sum of $32,000 was apportioned
to Idaho for public surveys.

Under said apportionment eight contracts, involving a total liability
of $33,250, were awarded. Seven of said contracts were approved,
with an aggregate liability of $31,750. One contract, No. 188, dated
September 14, 1897, awarded to Hezekiah H. Johnson, deputy sur-
veyor, liability $1,500, was disapproved, owing to insufficiency of evi-
dences of settlement on the lands as submitted.
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desire have not been surveyed, and.they refuse to wait for a year or two for the
execution and acceptance of surveys.

During the last quarter of the fiscal year there has been great activity in placer
mining, as shown by the issue of orders for the survey of twenty-three placer
claims.

The famous Boise Basin country, where in the early sixties the most marvelous
discoveries of placer-gold deposits ever made on the American Continent were
found, is again attracting attention, and many large enterprises are being inaug-
urated in that locality.

A great deal of work is also being done in the old Warrens mining district as
well as in other parts of the State.

It is certain that applications for patents for placer ground will largely increase
during the next year, for the world offers nowhere more golden opportunities for
the intelligent prospector, as the State is rich in its field of gold now, and the
chances offered for enterprise and profitable investment are rapidly becoming
known. :

In the interest of applicants for mineral surveys, and to the end of
securing expeditious action upon all matters connected with the sur-
vey of mineral lands, the surveyor-general, in his annual report, sub-
mits the following suggestions and recommendations, viz: :

The rules prevailing with reference to the employment of clerks and draftsmen
in the office should be so modified that the surveyor-general may at any time
increase the number of employees performing this character of work. At the
present time all employees paid from the “Special deposits by individuals
appropriation” are subject to the civil-service rules, and none but emergency
appointments will be authorized except upon certification by the Civil Service
Commission. As a consequence it is impossible to perform the most efficient
service for the benefit of mineral claimants, who deposit the funds to pay for all
office work and are therefore entitled to have the same performed expeditiously
and accurately. A large mining corporation will apply for survey of a number
of mining claims at the same time, and as soon as the returns of the deputy
mineral surveyor are received it should be permissible to employ a sufficient num-
ber of draftsmen and transcribing clerks to enable the office to transmit the
requisite number of plats and transcripts within three or four days after the
receipt of the returns. This result could be easily accomplished if the office were
permitted to exert its own judgment in employing assistants, and it is believed
that mineral claimants uniformly consider that this larger discretion should be
reposed in the surveyor-general. They could then hold him personally account-
able for the proper performance of the work for which they have paid.

It should be constantly borne‘in mind that the Government is simply a trustee
for the proper disposition of the *‘ Special deposit by individuals appropriation,”
and therefore should consult the interests and welfare of the beneficiaries instead
of looking solely to the benefits of an office-holding class.

I therefore recommend that such action be taken as will enable surveyors
general to use the ‘“Special deposits by individuals fund” in such a way as they
may consider most beneficial to those who create it. It may be considered that
there is proper machinery supplied for increasing the number of employees in
this office, but the delays incident to the granting of a request for the appoint-
ment of additional draftsmen and transcribing clerks have been so great and are
liable to continue to be of such duration that no appreciable benefit has accrued
to the mineral claimants. From three weeks to three months elapse {rom the
time that an application is made to increase the office force until appointments
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are authorized, and by the time that definite action is taken the necessity for such
increase has frequently passed away.

The fact that the office work upon mining surveysis fluctuating makes it imper-
ative that the surveyor-general should be empowered to employ competent persons
as the exigency therefor shall arise, without reference to lists of eligibles over 2,000
miles away. There are a number of draftsmen and skilled penmen in this city
who possess satisfactory qualifications for performing work of the character

mentioned.
The importance of expeditious action upon all matters connected with the sur-

vey of mineral lands is duly appreciated by all familiar with mining matuiers.
Wise investors in mining properties usually insist upon patents being issued
before they will make purchases. A few days’ delayin preparation of plats and
field-note transcripts for mineral claimants ig liable to prevent consummation of

advantageous sales.

In his estimate of expenses for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1900,
the surveyor-general states that for the survey of lands applied for
by the State under the acts of Congress approved July 3, 1890, and
subsequent acts, and on applications by settlers, the sum of $75,000
will be required; also, $35,000 for surveys within the limits of the
Northern Pacific Railway Company’s land grant in Idaho.

In explanation of said estimate the surveyor-general submits the
following remarks, viz:

Large appropriations for surveys in this State will be required for a number of
years. Settlers are constantly pouring into all parts of the State. The soil and
climate of North Idaho render it admirably adapted for agriculture. The tim-
bered lands in this region have been enriched by the vegetable mold of ages, and
when cleared are remarkable for their fertility.

In southern Idaho irrigating enterprises are in course of construction or in con-
templation that will make vast regions, now inarable, suitable for cultivation.
This portion of the State is also capable of supporting a larger population than
any other State in the arid region of the nation.

LOUISIANA.

No apportionment was made to Louisiana out of the appropriation
for surveying the public lands for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1598,
and no public surveys were authorized or executed during the year.

The surveyor-general, in his estimate of funds to be appropriated
for surveying service in the district of Louisiana for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1900, states that $30,000 will be required for surveys
and resurveys in all of the districts of the State (except the Greens-
burg), including original surveys of confirmed private land claims
and donations.

In explanation of said estimate and in support of the amount sub-
mitted, the surveyor-general states as follows:

The necessity for the surveys and resurveys in the above districts has long since
been fully demonstrated to this office, both verbally and by petitions from settlers,

and i'n.many ingtances by deputy surveyors. who, when making surveys in certain
localities, experience much difficulty on account of existing misclosures in the old
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Most of the owners of desert-land claims will desire to complete their title to
same, and when informed of the necessity of so doing will petition for surveysas
soon as they realize that title can not be completed until the land so taken upis
surveyed. Some desert-land applicants may not desire to complete title, and will
oppose surveys; but that should not prevent surveys, as the Government is the
loser thereby in not being able to collect the full price of the land until surveyed.

From the above it will be seen that the demand for surveys from settlers has
increased, and will doubtless continue to increase during the coming fiscal year.

I am also in receipt of a letter from the attorney-general of this State, one of the
members of the State board of land commissioners, urging that I request the De-
partment to make a liberal apportionment to this State, in order that the State of
Montana may be enabled to select ‘“ profitable lands to fill out the land grants to
the different State institutions.”
 In view of the above, I have the honor to request that the apportionment to
Montana for surveys and resurveys for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1900, be
$75,000, which sum, under the stated conditions—namely,largely increased demands
for surveys from bona fide settlers and from the State—is considered reasonable,
as last year’s apportionment of $42,000 was not sufficient to meet the demands
upon it. A like amount would therefore be wholly inadequate to a compliance
with the manifest intent of Congress to have the surveys extended over the pub-
lic domain with promptness.

NEVADA.

The apportionment made to Nevada out of the annual appropria-
tion for surveying the public lands for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1898, was $5,000.

Two contracts, liabilities $1,500 and $3,500, respectively, charge-
able to said apportionment, were awarded to H. B. Maxson and T. K.
Stewart, deputy surveyors, individually, providing for public surveys.
Said contracts were not approved for the reason that the evidences of
settlement on the lands in the several townships designated in said
contracts, as submitted, were deemed unsatisfactory, and owing to the
late date when said contracts were received at this office (last days of
June) there was no time available within which to secure the required
additional applications and affidavits of settlers.

One contract was awarded and approved providing for the survey
of railroad land-grant lands, liability $1,400, payable from repayments
made by the Central Pacific Railroad Company.

In his annual report the surveyor-general states that no repayments
were made by the Central Pacific Railroad Company during the fiscal
year, and that no deposits were made by individuals for publie surveys.

During the year.18 tovs;nships were surveyed, comprising 415,162.52
acres. Number of miles run and marked 1,341, consisting of town-
ship, section, and connecting lines. .

Number of township plats made, 54; exterior plats, 4; miscellane-
ous plats, 38.

Mineral surveys ordered, covering 38 lodes and 3 mill sites, 24; min-
eral surveys returned, covering 52 lodes and 3 mill sites, 23; orders
outstanding, 4; mineral plats made, 96; mineral distriet plats made 4.-
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The surveyor-general states that he is constantly receiving applica-
tions for public surveys from different parts of the State, and that he .
has a large number on file. He asks for a more liberal apportion-
ment from the annual appropriation for surveying the public lands,
in order that he may comply with the desires of settlers for surveys.

The surveyor-general reviews his previous recommendation that
the standard parallels throughout the State be fully completed and
the proper connections made; also calls attention to the necessity and
importance of an appropriation by Congress of $5,000 for the restora-
tion of mineral monuments and their connection with the publie
surveys.

In his estimates for the surveying service in Nevada for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1900, the surveyor-general includes the item of
$20,000 for the survey of the public lands.

In explanation of said item, the surveyor-general submits the fol-
lowing reasons, viz:

The estimate for surveys is based upon the real need for surveys in this State.
The amount asked for would only partially meet the wants of settlers whose for-
mal applications for surveys are on file in this office. Besides the formal applica-
tions, informal applications and inquiries about the survey of the unsurveyed

lands are being constantly made, and the formal applications would be greatly
increased except that the settlers have become disheartened by the long delay in

meeting the wants of those who have already applied.

In connection with the desired appropriation for preserving the
mineral monuments in mining districts, and connecting them with the
public surveys, the surveyor-general makes the following statement:

An appropriation for preserving the mineral monuments in mineral districts,
and connecting them with the public surveys and with each other, is badly needed.
Many of these mineral districts are on unsurveyed land, and in many cases the
monuments were established many years ago and, through the lapse of years and
the vandalism of wood gatherers,are becoming obliterated. As they are the offi-
cial marks by which to fix the locus of patented mining claims, they ought to be
properly restored and witnessed and connected with the public surveys and, where
more than one exists in a district, with each other.

NEW MEXICO.

The sum of $10,000, from the appropriation for surveying the public
lands for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, was apportioned to the
district of New Mexico.

Under said apportionment three contracts (total liability, $4,007.16)
were awarded and approved. Three sets of special instructions (in
lieu of contracts and bonds), involving a liability of $221, and six
sets of special instructions providing for resurvey and reestablish-
ments in connection with private land claim surveys (aggregate
liability, $594) were issued and approved.

Nine contracts for the survey of confirmed private land claims
(liabilities, $4,318.55) and one set of speeial instructions (liability,
$300) were awarded, issued, anud approved ; liabilities payable from
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the appropriation for the survey of confirmed private land claims in
designated States and Territories for the fiscal year 1897-98.

The total number of miles of different lines established during the
year aggregate 2,401 miles 74 chains 88 links.

During the fiscal year, 146 plats, tracings, and descriptive lists were
furnished distriet land offices.

The surveyor-general reports that during the fiscal year there was
deposited, on account of mining surveys and amended surveys of
mining claims, $2,170, and that applications were duly made for the
survey of 71 mining claims, the amended survey of 2 mining claims,
and reports on 52 placer-mining claims.

A full set of mining-district plats, numbering 138 and covering the
77 mining districts of the Territory, have been practically completed.
Fifty-four mineral monuments, located in various unsurveyed town-
ships in the district, have been platted.

The surveyor-general states that about 74 private land claim cases
yvet remain to be tried by the United States Court of Private Land
Claims. Forty-six of these grants contain approximately 5,000,000
acres of land, and the 74 grants contain approximately 10,000,000.

Nine private land claims have been surveyed under decrees of
approval and confirmation by the court during the fiscal year. In
three of said claims corrected surveys have been ordered by the
court, and in one case (Galisteo) a new decree has been made by the
court and a new survey will be necessary.

During the fiscal year no work has been executed on the ¢ I as
Vegas” grant, as the matters at issue are now pending on appeal in
the Supreme Court of the United States.

The surveyor-general calls attention to and quotes that portion of
the act of Congress approved March 3, 1891, relating to the settlement
of private land claims and prescribing that all mines and minerals in
such claims shall remain the property of the United States, and states
that Congress has enacted no law authorizing persons to work the
mines or minerals on grants confirmed under said act. He recom-
mends the enactment of a law giving miners the right to work the
minerals reserved in the confirmation of grants by the United States
Court of Private Land Claims, and claims that such a law would
greatly facilitate the development of the natural resources of the
Territory within the exterior boundaries of said grants and materially
benefit the population of New Mexico.

Referring to the fact that 3,205 ‘“small-holding” claims, under the
provisions of sections 16 and 17 of the act of March 3, 1891, as amended
by the act of February 21, 1893, have been filed in his office for tracts
of land not to exceed 160 acres each, the surveyor-general in his
annual report comments thereon in the following manner, to wit:

Contracts have been awarded for the survey of the exterior boundary and con-
necting lines of such of said small-holding claims which are of such shape that
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In his estimates for public surveys and the survey of private land
claims for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1900, the surveyor-general
submits the following items, viz:

For the survey of public land and ¢ small-holding ” claims filed under the
act of March 3, 1891, as amended February 21,1893 ____. . ___._.__..__. $25, 000
For the survey of private land elaims._..________________ ... ... _._. 25, 000

Commenting on the greater necessity for the survey of public lands
in the future than has been in several years past, the surveyor—«reneral
reports as follows:

Settlers are locating and will continue to locate upon unsurveyed lands in this
district, and there will be a much greater necessity for the survey of public lands
in the future than there has been in the past three or four years.

There are about 1,800 small-holding applicativns on file in this office for tracts
of land in unsurveyed townships and within the boundaries of unconfirmed grants.
In my opinion a large majority of said tracts will have to be surveyed when the
lines of public surveys are extended over the townships in which they are situated.,
The Court of Private Land Claims has rejected some grants and reduced the area
of many private land claims that have been considered by said court, and the lines
of public surveys will have to be extended over such of the lands formerly included
in said grants as become public domain by reason of the rejection of grants by said
court, which lands are found to be agricultural in character and which are
occupied in whole or in part by actual settlers.

The boundaries of small-holding claims owned by such settlers as are found to
lie within unsurveyed towships will also have to be established at the time of
making the surveys of such townships, and numerous other small-holding claims
which lie within townships heretofore surveyed will have to be surveyed under
per diem contracts, which are also payable from the appropriation for the survey
of public lands.

There will also be an increased amount of public surveys on account of the
selection of donations of public lands to educational and benevolent institutions
of the Territory of New Mexico, as per act of June 22, 1898, and I therefore esti-
mate that the appropriation of $25,000 will fully be required for the survey of
public lands and small holding claims in New Mexico.

In this connection I desire to state that the rates of mileage, as paid for the sur-
vey of public lands and private land claims in New Mexico, are not sufficient to
enable me to secure the services of first-class contracting deputy surveyors, for
the reason that a majority of the lands to be surveyed are exceptionally difficult
to survey, by reason of precipitous mountain ranges, dense timber and under-
growth; and, in the acts of Congress making appropriations for the sundry civil
expenses of the Government, in the appropriation enumerated ‘* For surveys and
resurveys of public lands,” wherein it is provided ‘- That in the States of Idaho,
Montana, Oregon, California, Arizona, Wyoming, and Washington there may be
allowed ” a higher rate, as therein specified, for lands heavily timbered, moun-
tainous, or covered with dense undergrowth, there should be included in such
lists of States and Territories, wherein a higher rate of mileage may be paid, the
Territory of New Mexico, for I am fully satisfied that the lands to be surveyed in
New Mexico are as rough, rugged, and mountainous, and as exceptionally difficult
to survey, as are the lands enumerated in any of the States and Territories men-
tioned in said act; and I therefore have the honor to request that the Terrltory of
New Mexico be hereafter included in such appropriation acts.

6181 3
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OREGON.

Of the appropriation for surveying the public lands for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1898, per act of June 4, 1898, the sum of $20,000
was apportioned to Oregon.

Twelve contracts, liabilities aggregating $17,075, chargeable to the
annual appropriation 1897-98, were awarded by the surveyor-general.
Ten of said contracts (aggregate liability $15,975) were approved by
the Commissioner. Two contracts (Nos. 690 and 691; liabilities $300
and $800, respectively) were received at the General Land Office after
the expiration of the fiscal year (June 30, 1898), and consequently
were not approved.

Four sets of special instruections, providing for resurveys in connec-
tion with original surveys under previously awarded and approved
contracts (liabilities $993.11), were issued and approved.

One set of special instructions (liability $60), providing for connect-
ing mineral monuments with public land surveys in T. 33 S., R. 5 W.,
were issued and approved.

Two contracts for surveys for allotments within the Klamath Indian
Reservation (liabilities $525, payable from the Indian appropriation)
were awarded and approved.

One contract was awarded and approved providing for the survey
and subdivision of the Klamath Hay Reserve (liability $500, payable
from the appropriation for the survey of abandoned military reserva-
tions for the fiscal year).

Special deposits for repayments, amounting to $3,391.06 for field
work and $319.99 for office work, were made by the Oregon and Cali-
fornia Railroad Company during the fiscal year.

Returns of survey of 40 full and fractional townships were received,
examined, and approved. Township plats (in triplicate), transecripts
of the field notes, and copies of all of the plats and field notes were
transmitted during the year to the General Land Office.

The number of miles reported in said returns, as run and marked
in the field, aggregate 1,691 miles 23 chains 49 links, embracing an
area of 600,918.84 acres.

Office work in connection with said surveys consisted of 120 town-
ship plats, 38 exterior plats, and 2 diagrams. Field notes consisted
of 67 books of certified transcripts and 45 descriptive lists for local
land offices.

There were deposited for cost of office work on mining claims, $455;
amount expended, $332. Mining claims surveyed, reported, and
platted, 14. Plats made, 67; copies of field notes, 14.

The surveyor-general’s estimates for surveys during the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1900, are as follows: For the survey of 40 townships,
$61,400; for survey of 25 townships within the limits of railroad land

grants, $39,250.
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The office work on 3,950 miles of original surveys and 44 miles of
resurveys was completed, approved, and returns thereof transmitted
to the General Land Office during the year, embracing 67 townships
and 85 original and dmended mineral surveys. Said work required
the preparation of 34 diagrams of township and other exteriors, 201
plats of subdivisions, 245 transcripts of field notes of surveys and
examinations, and 336 plats and diagrams of mineral surveys.

Special deposits for office work on mining claims made during the
fiscal year aggregated $10,790.

During the fiscal year just closed, as in the preceding fiscal year, a
large amount of Indian-reservation surveys was confided to the South
Dakota office. The preparation of contracts, special instructions,
diagrams, and other data for deputies in connection with these Indian
surveys, as also the examination of returns and examinations, prepa-
ration of instructions to examiners, and general oversight of special
clerks engaged on the returns of said surveys, have necessarily
devolved largely on the regular office force, and occupied a large
amount of time and attention..

The surveyor-general calls the attention of Congress and this office
to the propriety of field examinations of mineral surveys, as hereto-
fore presented by his predecessor in his annual report for the fiscal
year 1896-97.

The surveyor-general repeats the recommendation of his prede-
cessors that the attention of Congress be called to the desirability of
making all expense incident to mineral surveys,including field exam-
inations and connection of mineral monuments, payable entirely by
applicants, so that mineral surveys may be executed without any
expense to the Government except the offieial supervision of the
surveyor-general.

The surveyor-general submits the following estimates for surveys
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1900, viz, township exteriors,
$1,800; subdivisional surveys, $5,300; examination in the field, $900;
total, $8,000.

As the proposed surveys, as per estimates, relate to lands situate
chiefly within the Black Hills region, the surveyor-general submits
the following statement in explanation:

This amount is required to make surveys of lands chiefly within that portion of
the State embraced in what is known as the Black Hills region. A partial exten-
sion of the exteriors was made during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and a
further extension is desired. While much of the country is mineral bearing,
there are few townships within the entire area that do not contain considerable
portions of land valuable alone for agricultural purposes and used for such alone,
Such lands are occupied, and much of them have for years been occupied by agri-
cultural settlers who are desirous ot obtaining Government title to their holdings,
and it is now desired to provide in this estimate for the complete survey, both
exterior and subdivisional lines, of those townships where such settlers are most

numerous. The importance of the extension of township exteriors in relation to
the satisfactory location of mineral claims, and the great desirability of connecting
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all mineral monuments with the public land surveys, were dwelt upon at length
in the remarks accompanying annual report of my predecessor. The reasons then
set forth are to-day more apparent than ever before, The complications and con-
flict between mineral surveys belonging to two or more mineral monuments are
rapidly increasing in number as the lands between such monuments are being
taken up and proceedings for patent instituted. The éxtension of these surveys
will, in a measure, furnish relief.

This estimate is small in amount, as I do not forget that a large portion of the
area under consideration is, for the present, embraced in an existing forest reserve
(Executive Order, February 22, 1897), and that surveys therein have been made
to some extent during the fiscal year now closing, under the direction of the

Geological Survey Office,
UTAH.

The apportionment made to Utah out of the appropriation for sur-
veying the public lands for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, was
$20,000.

Under said apportionment six contracts were awarded and approved,
the liabilities of which equaled the apportionment.

One contract providing for the survey of lands within railroad limits
was awarded and approved; liability $3,369.50, payable from repay-
1ments made by the Central Pacific Railroad Company.

One contract was awarded and approved for the survey of a portion
of the boundaries of the Uintah and Uncompahgre Indian Reserva-
tion; liability $373.38, payable.from the appropriation for the survey
of Indian reservations for the fiscal year.

_ The surveyor-general in his annual report states that during the
fiscal year the returns of survey of 50 townships, aggregating 1,73+
miles, were approved and transmitted to the General Land Office,
embracing 125 township plats, 8 plats of exteriors, and 6 plats of
Indian reservation boundaries. .

Number of orders issued for mineral surveys during the year are as
follows: Original surveys, 277; lodes, 452; placers, 3; mill sites, 1:
amended and additional surveys, 19; total orders issued, 296.

Statement of original, amended, and additional surveys approved
during the fiscal year: Original surveys, 216; lodes, 425; placers, 4;
mill sites, 1; amended and additional surveys, 25; lodes, 40.

Original surveys pending June 30, 1898: Under examination or
returned for correction, 28; lodes, 50; placers, 1; awaiting examina-
tion, 4; lodes, 4; number of orders issued and surveys not filed, 104:
lodes, 111; mill sites, 1.

Amended and additional surveys before the office June 30, 130%:
Under examination or returned for correction, 2; lodes, 5; orders
gsued and surveys not filed, 3; lodes, 4.

Amount deposited for office work on mining orders during the year.
$11,712; available balance July 1, 1897, $11,460.21; total, $23,172.21.
Amount repayments deposited by Central Pacific Railroad Company
for office work, $5,722.81.



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 39

Amount deposited in May, 1898, by Union Pacific Railroad Com-
pany for office work, $143.10. Balance available July 1, 1898, $726.34.

The surveyor-general estimates the cost for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1900, of surveying townships in which there exists more than
one desert entry or one settler’s application, at $47,182; for the survey
of townships in which there are only one desert entry or one settler’s
application, $50,392.

WASHINGTON.

The apportionment made to Washington out of the appropriation
for surveying the public lands for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898,
was $42,000.

Under said apportionment ten contracts for public surveys were
awarded and approved, involving a total liability of $20,766.

Two sets of special instructions, in lieu of contracts and bonds,
were also issued and approved; liability, $278, chargeable to said
apportionment.

One contract (liability, $2,386) providing for resurveys, as also four
sets of special instructions, in lieu of contracts and bonds (liabilities,
$278), authorizing resurveys in connection with approved contracts
for original surveys, were issued and approved.

One contract for allotment surveys within the Makah Indian Reser-
vation (liability $2,500, payable from the appropriation for allot-
ments under act of 1887, reimbursable) was awarded and approved.

The aggregate number of miles surveyed in the district, the plats
and field notes of which were approved during the fiscal year, is 1,486
miles 66.90 chains. Townships surveyed and accepted, 26; exterior
plats made, 36; township plats made, 138; miscellaneous diagrams
and tracings made, 240.

Special deposits made by the State of Washington for public survey,
$450. Aggregate amount of special deposits for office work on
mining claims, $4,748.

Number of mineral surveys made, 36; number of mineral plats
made for mines and mill gites, 225.

In his annual report the surveyor-general submits a statement with
reference to the examination in the field of public surveys, and
believes that as at present conducted too much time is consumed in
making the examination. Said statement is as follows:

Examination of surveys.—As conducted at present, too much time is consumed
in the examination of surveys. I can see no good reason why the examiner can
not follow the deputy surveyor the same season that the surveys are made, and
not wait for the returns of the deputy. Each can keep his field notes separate
from the other, and when the deputy makes his returns to this office, and they are
examined and platted and sent to your office, this office could at onge be notified
of any discrepancy in his field work, and the deputy notified of the corrections
required. These corrections could then be made the next summer, and also a
reexamination if considered necessary, and the whole work could then be com-
pleted within a year after being returned to this office. It must be well under-
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abandoned Fort McKinney Military Reservation was awarded and
approved (liability, $500), payable from the appropriation for the
survey, appraisal, ete., of abandoned military reservations, 1897-98.

In his annual report the surveyor-general states that the aggregate
number of miles surveyed during the fiscal year, the field notes of
which, under five contracts, were approved, is 2,345. Total number
of acres embraced in townships surveyed during the year, 693,956.11.

There were no special deposits for the survey of the public lands
made during the fiscal year.

Special deposits for office work on mineral surveys amounted to
$300. Five orders for mineral surveys were issued, executed, platted,
and transecribed.

The surveyor-general estimates that $25,150 for public surveys and
$6,080 for resurveys will be required during the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1900,

Explanatory of said estimates the surveyor-general submits the
following statement, viz:

Appropriation for the above is deemed necessary for the extension of the public
surveys in the district of Wyoming and for the proper conduct of this office.

The extension of the lines of public surveys over all lands in Wyoming is to the
interest of the settlers, the State of Wyoming, and to the General Government.

The estimate for new surveys are based upon lands situated largely in moun-
tainous districts, which are, however, intersected by numerous living streams,
having fertile valleys and a soil unsurpassed in productiveness when reclaimed by
the irrigation farmer. These lands are being eagerly sought by the settler and,
when improved, form valuable additions to the wealth of the State and the nation.
Further than this, I am of the opinion that in paying for his home, after com-
pliance with the laws, the settler is entitled to such safeguards as are secured by
proper surveys of the lands embracing his claim. '

The estimate for resurveys is based upon lands situated in all parts of the State,
but principally in the northwestern portion, where the surveys are defective to the
extent that it is impossible to find Government corners by which a settler can
locate his claim. The settlers in these districts will at once comply with the law
as to petitions whenever it becomes probable that an appropriation for resurvey
can be made. The resurveys of the lands and lines forming the subject-matter of
your letter *“E,” July 31, 1894, and letter *‘ E,” November 24, 1897, should be made
at the earliest opportunity, and in this connection it is my purpose to take this
matter up at once, and the necessary papers, with my recommendation, will be
forwarded at an early date.

The resurvey of the south boundary of Ts. 55 N., Rs. 60 to 63 W., as recom-
mended in my letter of June 4, 1898, is also included among those lands for which
the above estimate for resurveys is deemed necessary.

"ISLAND AND FRAGMENTARY SURVEYS.

During the year numerous inquiries concerning unsurveyed islands
situate in meandered rivers and lakes, and other fragmentary tracts
have been received.

Formal applications for such surveys have been received and acted
upon by this office and the Department, as follows:

An island in the Arkansas River, in sees. 12 and 13, T. 26 N., R. 4
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described, and that it had been the former practice of the Department
to approve applications for the survey of islands in nonnavigable
rivers like the Platte, where the islands were shown to have existed
in substantially their present character and condition at the time of
the survey of the townships embracing the same, but attention was
called to the United States Supreme Court decision in the case of
Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company v. Butler (159 U. S., 87).

The application was denied by the Secretary after referring to said
United States Supreme Court decision and that in the case of Hardin
v. Jordan (140 U. 8., 371), and the decision of the supreme court of
the State of Nebraska in the case of Wiggenhorn v. Kountz (25
Nebraska, 690), where the court said:

There is no doubt that grants of land bounded upon a river not navigable carry
with them the exclusive right and title to the grantees to the center of the stream,
unless the terms of the grant clearly denote the intention to stop at the edge or
margin of the river, the rule of the common law being that proprietors of land
adjoining public rivers, not affected by the flow of the tide, own the soil ad filum
aquee.

Another application for the survey of an island in the Platte River,
in sec. 7, T. 8 N., R. 15 W., Nebraska, was rejected by this office on
February 26, 1898, for reasons set forth in the case nextabove deseribed.

An island in Cedar Lake, in sec. 11, T. 36 N., R. 10 W., Wisconsin.
This office recommended favorable action on the application, which
recommendation was concurred in by the Department and the survey
was ordered. The surveyor named in the application, Daniel W.
Waite, was appointed a United States deputy surveyor, to execute
the survey of the island, and special instructions for the proper exe-
cution of the survey were prepared by this office and forwarded to
Mr. Waite, who executed the survey and transmitted his returns
thereof to this office. They were examined, and it was found that the
survey was executed in accordance with the instruections, and the sur-
vey was therefore approved, the proper plats constructed and trans-
mitted to the State and local land offices, the duphcate plat being
retained for the files of this office.

An island in Clear Lake, in sec. 3, T. 13 N., R. 8 W., M. D. M,
California. Application approved by the Department as recom-
mended by this office.

The surveyor-general for California was directed to prepare special
instructions for the survey in favor of D. F. MclIntire, the surveyor
named in the application, and to allow him for his services $5 per
day. In due time the special instructions were forwarded to this
office and after examination were approved. Returns of survey not
yet received.

Two islands in a navigable meandered la,ke in sec. 33, T. 131 N.,
R. 32 W., Minnesota.

This ofﬁce recommended the approval of the application, referring
to the United States Supreme Court decision in the case of Hardin ».
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instructions for the survey in favor of F. G. Plummer, the surveyor
named in the application.

Special instructions were prepared by the surveyor-general and sub-
mitted to this office. Same examined and found correct and approved
by this office. Returns of survey not yet received.

A tract of land within the area of a meandered lake in secs. 30, 31,
and 32, T. 24 N., R. 4 E., fourth principal meridian, Illinois.

Application denied by this office, reference being made to the United
States Supreme Court decision in the case of Hardin v. Jordan (140
U. 8, 371). ~

An island in the Wabash River, in sec. 29, T. 28 N., R. 8 E., Indiana.
Application pending, awaiting further evidence in support of same.

An island in the Platte River, in secs. 4, 5, 8, and 9, T. 13 N., R.
5 W., Nebraska. '

Application submitted to the Department. Hearing ordered by the
Secretary of the Interior to determine certain facts with reference to
the land.

Register at Lincoln, Nebr., directed by this office to personally
conduct the hearing. Testimony not yet received.

Application for the survey of Ragged Keys, in the Atlantic Ocean,
in secs. 20,29, 31, and 32, T. 56 S., R. 42 E., Florida. Same approved
by the Department and survey ordered. Surveyor-general directed
by this office to prepare special instructions for the survey in favor of
John 8. Frederick, the surveyor named in the application. Instruc-
tions not yet received for examination and approval.

An island in the Gasconade River, in see. 9, T. 35 N., R. 14 W,
Missouri. Application rejected by this office.

An island in the Platte River, in secs. 1 and 2, T. 11 N., R. 8 W.,
Nebraska. Papers submitted to the Department with adverse recom-
mendation, attention being called to the cases of John C. Christensen
(25 L. D., 413) and Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company v.
Butler (159 U. S., 87). Recommendation of this office not concurred
in by the Department, but the application was approved and the sur-
vey ordered by the Secretary of the Interior.

Two islands in *‘ Turkey” or ‘“Syracuse” Lake, in secs. 8 and 9,
T. 34 N., R. 7 E., Indiana.

Application denied by the Department, as recommended by this
office, attention being called to the case of Ridgway v. Ludlow (58
Indiana, 248), and Stoner ». Rice (121 Indiana, 37).

An island in the Kansas River, in secs. 32 and 33, T. 12 S., R. 20 E.,
Kansas. Papers submitted to the Department with an adverse recom-
mendation. Recommendation of this office concurred in by the Sec-
retary of the Interior and application denied, attention being called
to the case of Wood ». Fowler (26 Kansas, 682).

An island in the Snake River, in secs. 2 and 11, T. 17 S., R. 47 E.,
Oregon. This office recommended the approval of the application,
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During the fiscal year surveys executed under contracts in the sev-
eral surveying districts were accepted after inspection in the field by
special agents or detailed clerks, and subsequent critical examination
of the plats and field notes in this office, and comparison of the same,
with the reports and field notes of the examiners, as follows:

Surveying districts. t%a?ts Surveying districts. tracts
2 || North Dakota ... . 6
6 | Oregon. . ......... - 18
3 || South Dakota . . 6
10 || Utah ........ - 3
11 || Washington ... oo 13
g Wyoming .o oo ccace i ceaaaeee 5
|

Of the surveys reported in the above table, some were partial sur-
veys under given contracts where the entire work under such comn-
tracts was not returned during the fiscal year. In some cases surveys
were accepted which had been previously suspended on account of
errors in the field work or defects in the returns, and in other cases
portions of the surveys under certain contracts returned during the
year which were found to have been well executed were accepted, but
other portions of the work under such contracts were suspended
awaiting corrections in the field. There were eight cases in which
the surveys were so poorly executed as to necessitate their rejection.
The suspended and rejected surveys are particularly referred to in
succeeding paragraphs.

During the fiscal year 1898 there were accepted without examina-
tion in the field the work under one contract in Utah (resurvey of a
portion of the southwest boundary of the Uintah Indian Reservation
and portion of the west boundary of the Uncompahgre Indian Reser-
vation), and the surveys underone set of special instructions, each in
Florida and Washington; and two sets of special instructions, each
in Louisiana, Montana, New Mexico, and Oregon.

In those cases where surveys were accepted without field examina-
tion, the liabilities were so small that the expense of sending an
examiner to the field would have been disproportionate to the cost of
the survey, and as it appeared from the evidence afforded by the
examination of the returns in this office that the terms of the con-
tract or instructions had been complied with the surveys were duly
accepted.

Among the accepted surveys under contracts and instructions enu-
merated in the foregoing table were the survey of the ceded lands of
the Nez Perce Indian Reservation in Idaho, surveys within the Red
Lake Indian Reservation in Minnesota, Devils Lake Indian Reserva-
tion in North Dakota, surveys for allotments within the Klamath
Indian Reservation in Oregon, Rosebud Indian Reservation in South
Dakota, and surveys within the ceded portion of the Colville Indian
Reservation in the State of Washington.
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June 18, 1898, the surveys under contract No. 70, Minnesota, were
examined by a special agent, who reported that three of the townships
contained errors which were beyond the limits allowed by the manual,
while the remaining three were just within the limits of allowable

. eITOor. .

It was deemed best by me to accept the three townships, and the
deputy was duly informed that the misclosures and defective monu- -
ments found in three of the townships showed very careless work and
would necessitate a return to the field and a remodeling of his survey
preparatory to a reexamination of the same.

On June 15, 1898, the surveyor-general of Minnesota was directed
to inform the deputy who had contract No. 71, Minnesota, that his
work had been examined in the field by a special agent of this office
and found incorrect. Five sections in one township did not close,
and the exterior boundaries were also out of limits. The north boun-
dary of one township was found not to correspond with the south
boundary of the township on the north, the examiner having discov-
ered the corners on this line to have been moved two chains north.
An explanation of this state of affairs was required of the deputy.
In another township (T. 158 N., R. 30 W.) there were four sections
which exceeded the limits in alignment and measurement. In still
another township three sections were found defective. In view of
the faulty condition of the work of this contract the survey was sus-
pended, and the deputy allowed thirty days to show cause why he
should not return to the field and place his survey in an acceptable
condition.

One township of the survey under contract, No. 72, Minnesota, was
suspended by letter to the surveyor-general, June 24, 1898, by me as
a result of a field examination by a special agent of this office for the
examination of surveys. The examiner found the survey satisfac-
tory with the exception of T. 160 N., R. 31 W., which was carelessly
executed. The alignment between sections was greatly in excess of
limits, and section 6 did not close within 2.47 chains. The township
was suspended and deputy notified to return to the field and cause
his lines to be established in conformity with the manual and his
instruetions.

In Montana, contract No. 308 was suspended as a result of an exam-
ination of the field work. The inspector found many errors on the
part of the deputies, prominent among which were unsubstantially
built and insufficiently witnessed corners. At the corner to sections
28, 29, 32, and 33 the deputy reports no tree to the northeast suitable
for a bearing tree, while the examiner finds several.

The deputy and examiner did not agree as to the markings of some
of the corners, and in one instance a bearing tree to a corner was
reported by examiner which did not appear in deputy’s notes. Other
errors were found, and the indications were that nearly every mile
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one instance the deputy reported one of the bearing trees to be N.

73° E., 6 links dlstant while the examiner reports it N. 53° E., 60 links
d1stant showing careless reading of the horizontal circle and a mis-
take in noting the distance. Such bearing, if adopted and approved,
would be of no value in a restoration of the corner, but be mislead-
ing. At another corner the deputy reports no trees suitable for
witness trees within 300 links, but omits from his field notes a tree at
4.17 links, properly marked, which the examiner found. At another
corner the deputy reports four bearing trees, and the examiner found
but one. At a quarter corner the deputy reports that he witnessed
the corner by cutting a cross on a rock 20 links to the southwest, and
a cross on another rock 14 links to the northwest, and reports no
bearing trees could be obtained within limits; the examiner did not
find these crosses on the rocks, but in their stead a fir tree 66 links
distant, marked ‘“% S. B.T.” The differences in alignment and
measurement found upon comparing the deputy’s returns with those
of the examiner were also numerous and beyond the limits, so that
the survey showed an aggregate of errors sufficiently great to warrant
me in suspending the survey until the deputy should go over his
work and put it into a condition which would be acceptable to this
office.

An examiner of surveys was sent to the field to report upon the
correctness of the surveys under contract No. 652, Oregon. He found
that in three of the four townships the survey was well and faithfully
executed, but that in the 4 miles of subdivisions in T. 3 8., R. 21 E.,
he could find no corners or any signs of a survey. He reported that
settlers in this township declared thatno one had visited that vicinity
for the purpose of surveying. The survey of this township was sus-
pended January 28, 1898, for the deputy’s answer to the examiner’s
statement that the survey was not made, and the deputy required to
give satisfactory explanations within thirty days or suffer penalty of
rejection of the work referred to.

On April 29, 1898, the surveyor-general of Utah was informed by
this office that contract No. 205, Utah, was suspended as a result of
an examination made by a special agent of this office.

Thisinspection revealed numerous errors of alignment, varying from
20’ of are to 1° 45, and mostly in half miles, indicating in each case a
failure on the part of the deputy to survey the entire mile. This
defect is frequently found, upon close examination, among deputies
guilty of violating their instructions, and the evidence of it is given
by the absence of all blazes or cutting upon the unsurveyed half of
the line. In this survey there were differences in the course of bear-
ingtrees ranging from 1to 24 degrees. Also, in a great many instances,
the deputy has marked no trees where the examiner finds numbers of
them within the specified limit of 300 links. In view of the many
faults in this work, the deputy was ordered to return to the field and
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some of the bearing trees were dead trees. The discrepancies were
so numerous, there was such careless markings of trees and corner
posts, and disregard of Manual requirements, that the survey was
suspended by me, and the deputy called upon to submit explanations.

An examination of contract No. 473, Washington, by a special agent
of this office resulted in finding an unusually large number of errors
and omissions’in the deputy’s work. Hestated in his field notes that -
he retraced the east boundary between the one hundred and seven-
teenth and one hundred and eighteenth mileposts, but it was found,
by comparing his notes with those of the examiner, that no retrace-
ment was made and that the course was merely calculated. The
deputy also meandered the shores of a lake where no meander corners
were set, and he triangulated across wide stretches of water instead
of following the banks. The deputy in another case records in his
field notes that he performed a journey of 24 miles in one afternoon,
over land for the survey of which he claims high rates as being excep-
tionally difficult to traverse. This statement was regarded as incor-
rect. The examiner found numerous evidences of incorrect work.
The deputy’s c