
University of Oklahoma College of Law University of Oklahoma College of Law 

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons 

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 

7-1-1897 

Report of the Governor of Oklahoma, 1897. Report of the Governor of Oklahoma, 1897. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset 

 Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
H.R. Doc. No. 5, 55th Cong., 2nd Sess. (1897) 

This House Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the 
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law 
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F8760&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F8760&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu


REPORT 

GOVERNOR OF OKLAHOMA. 

TERRITORY OF OKLA.HOM.A., 
EXECUTIVE DEP .A.RTMENT, 

Guthrie, July 1, 1897. 
, SIR: I ha,ve the honor to submit the following report of the condi­

tion and progress of Oklahoma Territory for the year ending June 30, 
1897: 

GENERAL OBSERV .A.TIONS. 

It has been but seven years since Oklahoma was created a Territory, 
yet it is to-day one of the mo t talked-about and read-about portions 
of the United States. In th se seven years it ha made greater prog­
res than have most Commonwealths in three times that length of time. 
At the election la t fall 53,000 votes were cast-11,000 more than in 
Florida and 22,000 more than in Delaware, and the Territory outranks 
a dozen differ nt State in population. 

Oklahoma ha 1iever bad a boom, and has never suffered the conse­
quent ollap e. It bas been a steady growth and progress from the 
start. · 

Ble ed with abundant crops during the year, and with still better 
pro pect for the futur , Okla,homa farmer are pro perous and hopeful, 
and the pro perity of the farmer ha brought prosperity to all other 
cla. . 

Bu ine s i revivinO' in very channel, large amouuts of the products 
of the oil are going to out 'ide markets, outside capital is coming in to 
rek inve tment-, con iderable building is going on both in town and 

country, and the outlook for the future i indeed bright for Oklahoma 
and ]1 r people. 

o portion of the nited tates to-day offers a more inviting prospect 
to th home eeker-farmer, busiue. man, or artisan-and nowhere is 
there a b tter field for the safe and profitable investment of capital. 

POP L TION. 

Oklahoma i, di tinctiv ly au merican community, the proportion of 
eitiz n of for ign birth b iug ·maller than in any tat of the Union. 
Oklahoma people ar iudu riou thrifty, and nt rpri ing; known the 
nation . v 1: for th ir pu b and ner . . The e p ople, wbo have settled 
an mi 1r m a day and buil led cities in a night who have met and 
urmounted the diilicultie and di couragements do common in a new 
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country-pioneers who took possession of the virgin soil with nothing 
to depend upon save t.heir grit and energy and labor, and builded 
homes, opened successful farms, and planted orchards that are to.day 
the wonder of the world-are a new and unique type of American citi• 
zens. The true Oklahoman is the embodiment of courage, thrift, energy, 
and enterprise, an optimist of optimists, a conqueror of a new world, 
reaching out for other things, overcoming obstructions and difficulties 
that to most men would seem insurmountable. 

The population as returned by the assessors for 1896 was slightly in 
excess of 275,000. o enumeration was taken this year, but as there 
bas been during the entire year a steady immigration and no emigra­
tion worth speaking of, it can be safely estimated that the population 
is now con iderably in exce s of 300,000. 

The immigration during the past year has been of the best character, 
mostly farmers and stockmen from Northern and Eastern States, coming 
with ready mouey to purchase claims and farms and make substantial 
improvement thereon. 

The following table shows the population, by counties, as based upon 
the assessors' enumeration for 1896: 

Population, by counties. 

Beaver ...............•.. _ . : ... . 
Blaine ........... _ ...... _ ..... . 
Canadian ..... _ .. :. _ .... __ .... . 
Cleveland ..................... . 
Custer ........... _ ............ . 
D .......... ··-- ...... ···- ..... . 
Day ........................... . 
Garfield ......... _ ............. . 
Grant .................... __ ... . 
Greer ...... ____ ............... . 
Kay ........................... . 
Kingti her .................... . 

4,778 
6,415 

12,837 
13,006 
5,296 
2,986 

611 
16,092 
16,575 

Logan •.............•.......... 
Noble ..................... _ .. _ . 
Oklahoma .................... . 
Pawnee ....................... . 
Payne .... __ ... _ .............. . 
Pottawatomie ................. . 
Ro~er Mills ................... . 
Washita ...................... . 
Woods ........................ . 
Woodward .................... . 
Reservations .................. . 

19,995 
13,402 
19.999 

8~ 293 
14,192 
17,300 
1,267 
5,40-1 

20,80~ 
7,4 7 

]2, 500 

Lincoln ............ _ .... ___ .. __ 

8,500 
16,959 
15,346 
16,542 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275, 587 

TAXABLE PROPERTY. 

In pite of the financial depre . ion of the pa t three years, which ha 
cau ed a general hrinkage of value , tbe a es ed valuation of the 
Territory ha increa ed from 10,937,940.86 in 1 94 to 32,034,752 in 
18~7. In a majority of the countie tbe property is returned for taxa­
tion at very much 1 s than its real value. It can afely be tated that 
the a e d valuation hould be from ixty to eventy millions in tead 
of thirty.two million . 

The upr me ourt of th Territory ha recently decided a ca e involv­
ing the que tion of the powers of the board of equalization, denying 
the power of the board to rai e the ag-gr gate valuation as bown by 
the a es ment roll of the co untie . Thi deci ion rever 'e the deci 'ion 
mad by the same court la t year, and the conflict i omewhat annoy­
ing and vexation . Both ca e are till pending and und termin d 
befi r the court on moti n for a rehearing. The effect of the pre ent 
tatu of thi que tion i confusing to the average county clerk and 

coll ·tor, and may induce uch procedure by some a will jeopardt-Le 
coll ion in ome of the countie . 

Wi h no int ntion of critici. ing the court, I think I may ay without 
impropri ty that a good publi policy seems to demand a11 early and 
:final li. po ition of thi que tion, to th end that no mi tak , may be 
mad h reafter by tho ·barged with th p rfi rmance of duties which 
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are so far-reaching and are of so great importance to the individual 
taxpayer and to the welfare of the 11erritory. 

The following table shows the valuation of each county for the year 
1897: 

Taxable valuation, by counties, 1897. 

Beaver ...... _ ...... __ .... __ . $1, 097, 495 Logan ......... _ ............ $3, 033, 326 
Blaine···············--····· 384,122 Noble ....................... 1,304,585 
Canadian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 254, 830 0 klahoma. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 365, 687 
Cleveland .... ···-··......... 1,847,683 Pawnee·---···--............ 1,018,644 
Custer _ .......... _ ....... _.. 44 7, 934 Payne ... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 583, 869 
D ................. .,..... .... 240,039 Pottawatomie............... 1,364,136 
Day .... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222, 483 Roger Mills . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334, 433 
Garfiel<l.·-·······-··········· 1,192,601 Washita.................... 477,364 
Grant.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 003, 300 Woods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 399, 057 
Greer .. . . .. . ... . . . ... .. . .. . . 840,273 Woodward.................. 1,148,355 
Kay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 549, 119 
Kingfisher ... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 871, 114 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32, 034, 75.2 
Lincoln •• _ ...... _. . . . . . . . • . . 1, 054, 303 

TAXES. 

The total Territorial tax for the year i 4.3 mills, divided aR follows: 
General Territorial tax, 3 mill ; normal chool tax, one-half mill; 
university tax, one-half mill; college building bond interest tax, one­
fifth mill; for the care and education of deaf.mutes, one•tweutieth of a 
mill; for the care aud education of the blind, one.twentieth of a mill. 

To this must be added the county and district school taxes, which 
. are of course much higher, but the a erage county tax during the past 

year was but 3½ per cent, which, when the very low valuation of prop• 
erty i considered, makes the taxes not greater than in any enterprising 
and flourishing community. The Territorial tax is much smaller than 
that of any other We tern State or Territory. . 

A very large addition will be made to the real estate subject to tax­
ation each year as the title to homestead land are perfected by settler , 
and there will be a consequent reduction of the tax rate in each county. 

TERRITORIAL INDEBTEDNES . 

The Territory bas a bonded indebtedness of $48,000, bearing 6 per 
cent per annum payable annually in July at the We tern ational 
Bank in ew York City. The e bonds were is ued in 1893 to aid in 
the cou truction of the building for the Territorial niver ity, the 
Agricultural and Mechanical Colleg , and the ormal chool at Edmond 
ar r deemable at any time after ten ear . 

The normal• chool fund and the univer ity fund are practically out 
of d bt and on a a h ba i . 

The g neral.fund indebtedne ha gradually increa d year by year 
since the organization of th Territory, th e p u e a h year over­
runniu er the revenue by r a on of failure to ollect full amount of ta e 
le i d, ther by creating a ca ual deficit which now amount to bout 

190,93 .04, includiug int r st a crued on out tandiug warrant . All 
warrant i ned by the auditor draw no intere t until regi ter d with 
the tr a ur r, after bich tb draw 6 per c ut until paid. Under th 
Territorial law warrants are paid in the ord r of their r ri tration, and 
th tr a urer i u a call every ixty d and applie accumulat cl 
fund to the redemption of out tanding warrant , and the intere t 
top on all warrants thirty day after date of the call. 
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I regret that the books of the auditor's office are not fully posted and 
balanced, so that it is impossible to give an exact statement showing 
the casual deficit year by year since organization, but I give below a 
statement showing the condition of the general-revenue fund at the 
close of business June 30, 1897: 

Statement 1892-1897. 

General-fund warrants outstanding November 30, 1892 ........•..••...... $21,691.86 
General-fund warrants issued year ending November 30, 1893... .. . . . . . .. 61,451.22 

Making a total of................................................ 83,143.08 
General-fund warrants redeemed year ending November 30, 1893..... ... . 10,543.67 

Leaving a balance outstanding ovember 30, 1893, of.............. 72,599.41 
General-fund warrants is ued year ending-November 30, 1894............ 55,655.07 

Making a total of.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128, 254. 48 
General-fund warrants redeemed year ending November 30, 1894......... 37, 246. 73 

Leaving a balance outstanding November 30, 1894, of ............. . 
Cash in treasury available for redemption of general-fund warrants ... . 

91,007.75 
4,326.41 

et warrant indebtedness ovember 30, 1894...................... 86, 681. 34 

Warrants ontstanding November 30, 1894 ............................... _ 91,819.26 
Warrants issued year ending ovember 30, 1895 ........ . ................ 109,656.24 

:laking a total of. .... _. .......................................... 201, 475. 50 
Warr ants red emed y ar end mg ovem ber 30, 1895...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26, 6-8. 81 

Leaving a balance out. ·tanding overuber 30, 1895, of. ...... _ ...... 174, 16. 69 
, arrant issued year ending ovember 30, 1896........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80, 767. 71 

Making a total of.... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255, 5 ,1. 40 
Warrants red emed year ending ovem bel' 30, 1896.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80, 02 . 90 

Lcavin°· a balance outstanding ovember 30, 1896, of .............. 175,555.50 
Cash in fund available for redemption of warrants.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12, 481. 52 

N"et general-fund indebtednes November 30, 1896 ................ . 163,073.98 

Total ................................................... ~ . . . . . . . . 163, 073. 98 

Warrants outstanding ovem ber 30, 1896 .................. $175,555.50 
General-fund warrants issued from November 30, 1896, to 

June 30, 1897.................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,713.24 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 278, 268. 64 
---- 27 ,26 .74 

Warrants redeemed to Jone 30, 1 97 . .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . ... 84, 4.72. 70 
Ca h in trea ury applicable to red mption of ailed war-

rants June 30, 1 97. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . • . . • .. . 3, 65 . 0 
, 130. 70 

Warran outstanding and unprovided for June 30, 1897 ... . . .. ... .. . .. . 190, 13 . 0-! 
Accrued intere. t ( estimated) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 00. 00 

et gen ral-warrant fund indebtedne s (including accmed interest) 
Jun 30, 1 97.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 93 . 01 

It i in contemplation to take u h step in the near future a may 
eem wi and pra ticabl to enb, n e the alu , or ratb r th mark t 

pri ·e of g n ral-fund warrant , which it appear to me i unju tifiably 
lo at the pre ent time. 
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

The work of the higher Territorial educational institutions during the 
past year has been effective and deserves the highest commendation .. 
The faculties of each are able and earnest educators, whose work speaks 
for itself in the success of each one of the institutions, and their man­
agement and conduct meets the approval and praise of the patrons. 

THE UNIVERSITY. 

The :first legislative assembly of the Territory provided for the loca­
tion of a university at Norman, the county seat of Cleveland County, 
a city of about 3,000 inhabitants. A large pressed brick and white 
stone building, containing twenty-one recitation, assembly, and office 
rooms, has been erected on a campus containing 40 acres of land. The 
same legislature provided for the support of the university a tax levy 
of one-half mill on all taxable property of the Territory. 

When the lands known as the Uherokee Outlet were opened to set­
tlement, section 13 in each township was reserved from settlement for 
the university, agricultural college, and normal-school purposes. By 
act of Congre ' S the Territory was authorized to lease these lands and 
to devote the income from them for the purposes for which they were 
reserved from settlement. The different sources of support provide an 
annual income of from $1u,000 to $20,000. The faculty now consi ts of 
ix professors and the president. All the members of the faculty have 

been trained for their special work in the best educational institutions 
of the country. The work of the university is divided into prepara­
tory, collegiate, pharmaceutical, and musical departments. It is 
expected to add other departments as the resources of the institution 
will permit. There is already a trong demand for both a law and a med­
ical department. 

The courses of tudy are all of about the same standard as is required 
in the best State universities of the West. It bas been found neces­
sary to e tablish a prepara,tory department, but this will be dispensed 
with as the high schools and academies develop sufficiently to supply 
it place. The coming collegiate year will witne s the :first graduation 
from the college departm nt. The equipment.s of the university con-
·i t in the usual furniture for as embly room, recitation rooms, and 

office, of a well-equipped chemical laboratory, a good physical labora­
tory, considerable apparatu for instruction in biology, and a well-
elected library. The headquarters of the Territorial Ili torical ociety 

i lo ated in the building. It is making a complete collection of the 
current hi tory of the Territory that is already worthy of gr at prai e 
and will be very valuable to the future historian of the We t. The 
camr us ha been improved, 6 acres of trees having been planted, which 
ar in a thrifty, growing condition. The enrollment of the university 
for the last year wa 122, every county of the Territory being repre-

nted. Of the e, 9 were male and 74 were female . Clas ified as 
to occupation of parent , 108 were the children of farmers, 22 of mer-
hant , 14 of lawyer , a11d 2G miscellaneou . The enrollment the first 

y ar wa, 119, the second year 137, the third year 142, the fourth year 
149, and the fifth and last year 172, showing an increase over the 
previou year of 23. The indications all point toward an attendance 
of considerably over .,,,00 tudent the coming year. 
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THE AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. 

The work of this college is well stated by the law of Congress making 
annual appropriations for its support. This provides that the funds 
granted under this act can be used "only for instruction in agriculture, 
the mechanic arts, the English language, and the various branches of 
mathematical, physical, natural, and economic science, with special 
reference to their application in the i.ndustries of life.'' Under this law 
the college received $22,000 for the laRt year and will receive 23,000 
for the ensuing year. It also receives one-third of the rental received 
from sections 13 in the "Cherokee Outlet." The college is under the 
direction of a board of six regents, the governor being one ex officio, 
and :five being appointed by him and confirmed by the council. A sub­
stantial and well-arranged college building bas been erected, but is 
already overcrowded. By gift of the citizens of Stillwater the college 
owns a tract of 200 acres of land. The faculty numbers eleven well­
trained instructors, two of whom give chief attention to the preparatory 
department. The relatively liberal endowment has made it .possible to 
provide an unu ually good library and collections of apparatus for 
illustration in the teaching of science. 

The laws of the Territory indicate the intention that this shall be 
e pecially a college for the people and not for any one class. o fees 
of any kind are required from students. Pupils are admitted direct 
from the common schools. The full course of four years leads to the 
degr e of bachelor of cience, but it is arranged to give the greatest 
help to tho e able to attend for only one or two years. 

The fund received from the United States can not be used for the 
erection of buildings, and there i not yet accommodations suffieient to 
make 1t pos ible toe tablish a mechanic art department. Aside from 
this the work of the college conforms in letter and spirit to the pro­
visions of the endowm nt act. 

As a department of the college, an agricultural experiment station 
has been e tabli bed, receiving annually $15,000 from the nited States 
Government. This tation makes use of the greater part of the 200 
acres for its field experiments. It also ha a . mall chemical laboratory 
and tables for experiments in stock feeding. Bulletins are regularly 
issued giving the result of the experiments and investigation '. Seven 
member of the ollege faculty are also engaged in work as members 
of the station taff. 

During th past year there were 131 students in attendance and a 
second graduating clas received the degree. 'Ihere are iudications of a 
marked iucr a e in attendance for the coming year, a well aR m, ny 
evidence of increased intere t in the work of the experiment station. 

TilE NORMAL SCHOOL A.T ED OND. 

The legislature of 1 n authorized the establi bment of the Territo­
rial ormal chooJ, and it wa the fir t of the Territorial i11 .· titutio1Js 
to open it door to tho e de iring a higher education, tarting at once 
in a local church building. 

With many ob tacle to overcome, the in titution ha pro pered from 
the ery start, and year by year it ha grown in popularity, and the 

1 n ju t •I d under the management of Pr 1 lent Edmnnd D. 
Murdaugh bad an att ndan of abo11t. .200, tud nt. , and, judging from 

., b orre p ud nee nd inquiri , th re will b in attendance the corning 
year not le than 300 tudents. 
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The school bas long since been removed to its own substantial home, 
situated on g-rounds overloooking a vast and beautiful expanse of 
country surrounding the town of Edmoud, ou the maiu liue of the 
.Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad. 

The building was carefully planned, well constructed of native red 
sandstone of flue quality, is Leated and ventilated by the most approved 
system, and, together with furniturn aud fixtures, has cost about 
$35,000. This school is entirely out of debt. 

The principal aim of the normal school is to fully equip the teacher 
for his important work. While the course of study must be in harmony 
with the ab olute requirements of our common schools, it must not stop 
at this. It has a broader field than merely fitting one to teach. It 
must train him never to lo e sight of the most approved methods, to do 
his work with force and kill, and fully arm and equip those wlw leave 
its halls to successfully battle with the exigencies al ways to be met in 
the path of honorable citizenship. 

With the beginning of the fall session a model school and training 
department for young teachers will be established and placed in charge 
of a teacher traine<l for thi ~ class of work. 

With a chool especially designed for the training of teachers, the 
importance of this department can not well be verestimated, for it 
enables the young teacher to acquire the mo, t approved method in the 
art of instructing and to avoid the mistakes commonly made by inex­
perienced teachers . 

.At a recent meeting, tbe poard of education made liberal appropri­
ations for the purchase of books, which will give the institution about 
1,500 carefully selected volumes. · There wa made a further appropri­
ation for the completion of the laboratory and the purchase of chemicals 
and uch other supplies as are necessary for the full equipment of the 
institution for scientific work. With such encouragement, excellent 
results may be confidently expected. 

THE NORMAL SOHOOL AT ALVA.. 

Provision was made by the fourth general asf-iembly for the stab­
Ii lanent of a new normal school at Alva, in W oocls County, Okla., 
an<l the board of reg nt. of the Edmond ormal chool i charged 
with the management and control of the new school. mple pro vi ion 
wa al o made for it maintenance. 

Alva i ituated in the l.Jeart of a very thickly inhabited portion in 
the middle we tern part of the Territory, and in what is known a the 
" herokee Strip,'' and thee. tabli ·hm nt of thi, chool is due p rbaps 
more to the de ire of the legi lature to re ogniz the political impor­
tance and claim of the" We t 'ide" and the "Strip" than to any 
immediate nece ' ity for actual ducational purpo e . Howev r, if 
pr ent crop pro pects are realized this fall, the apacity of all our 
T rritorial educational in titution will be .-' ver ly te t d, and the 
11 ce ity for thi n w ·ch ol will b uemon trat d this year, anu. 
th wi dom of it . tabli bm ut by the legi latur can be no longer 
qu tioned. It i but fair to add that th p ople of th town of Alva 
donated 40 acres of land as uitable sit for thi chool, and vot d 
an i. ue of --,ooo in bonds, the proceeds to b u d to ereet a nitable 
chool building. Thi ·bool will be open for student this sea on. 

I T 97-MIS--34 
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THE AGRICULTURAL .A.ND NORMAL UNIVERSITY, 

The fourth general assembly also provided for the location and estab­
lishment of the Colored Agricultural and Normal University, the exclu­
sive purpose of which is the instruction of both male and female colored 
persons in the art of teaching and the various branches which pertain 
to a common-school education and in such higher education as may be 
deemed advisable, aud in the fundamental laws of the United States, in 
the rights and duties of citizens, and in the agricultural, mechanical, 
and industrial arts. 

This school is to be under the direction of a board of regents composed 
of the Territorial superintendent of public instruction, Territorial treas­
urer, and three members appointed by the governor by and with the 
ad vice of the council, and two members of the board are appointed from 
among the colored race. 

This board will be organized at as early a date as possible, and in a 
way to eflect,ually inaugurate for the colored people a first-class educa­
tional institution with a faculty composed exclusively of colored teach­
ers. The e tablishment of this school by enactment by a Populist leg­
islature, and with tlrn approval of a Democratic governor, indicates 
the progress and de"velopment of the great republican doctrine that all 
men are created free and equal and are entitled to equal rights, benefits, 
and privileges, as well as the decline and decay of prejudice against the 
colored people as a race. 

The school will be located at Langston, in Logan County, which is 
the only exclusively color d city in the nited States, and who e people 
will donate 40 acre of land suitable for a site for the in titution. 

PUBLI SCHOOL . 

Oklahoma may well be proud of her public school . In the earlie t 
day of the Territory, before tll re were chool law of any kind, school­
l10u s were built by ub cription and children at once given the ben­
efit of free school in almo, t every community. The chool laws 
enacted by the first legislature and added to later give Oklahoma one 
of the be t public- chool s terns in tlle Union. 

There are in the Territory 1 900 organized school di 'tri ·ts, a follow : 
Wood _____ ........ ... ___ ...... _ _ _ _ 224 Lincoln .. . ... ___ .. _ . _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 
Garfield .. ____ ··-···--·· ...... ·-···· 126 Grant ..... _ .. _. _ .. -.. -- ...... _. _... 121 
Kin fisher _ ....... _. __ .... _ ..... _.. 114 Pottawatomie ... ·- .. __ -· ... ___ .... . 108 
Payne .......... .. ______ . _ .. _ ... _.. . 9 

anarlian .... ··---· ···--· ··-··- -··· 96 
Logan . __ . - .... _ .... - - .... _ .... ___ . 97 
l{ay ·-···· -·-· ··---· --·· ·-·· ·--· .... 

Pawnee ... -·.·-·--··-·-···--···---· 80 Oklahoma ...... _ ..... _. -.. _ ... ___ .. 79 
Blaine·-·····-·· ··- ·--·-···--··----· 79 lev land. _ .. __ ............ _. _. . . . . 66 
're r ..... ____ ...... __ ...... _ .. _. _. 65 oble . . .. _ ....... __ .. _ .... _. . . . . . . 61 

Washita·-··· ··-·- ---·---·-··· ..... 59 Wood ward ........ _. _ ..... _ ..... _. . 52 
Cu ter . ____ .. _ ..... __ ... ___ ..... __ . 49 B aver ____ ··-·-··.··-··-··......... 44-
D-··- ........ ·· ··--·- --· · -·-···--·· 42 
Day __ .. .. _ .. __ .. _. _ ........ __ .... _. 12 

Roger Mills ... _ .... _. _. __ . _... . . . . . LG 

f the e hav antial and comfortable choolhou, e., 
11 l i d quart r . town of any iz 

emoreimpo · l te y -
1 l nnually. 

c cture · 
t· 0. 
b t hy th 
11 r t are 

eir gov ment. · 
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In the towns from seven to nine months' school is held, and in the 
country districts from four to seven months, and people contemplating 
coming to Oklahoma can be assured of excellent cbool au.vantages in 
even the remotest corner of the Territory. 

In a few instances there bas been some little friction over the ques­
tion of mixed or separate schools for colored and white children, but 
separate schools are no:w maintained iu nearly all parts of the Terri­
tory. The colored children are given identically the same advantages 
as the white. The school enumeration for 1897 has not yet been fully 
reported, but it is certain that it is largely increased over the enumera­
tion for last year, which was 88,705. 

I give below intere ting tables showing the school population, by 
counties, last year; also the receipts and expenditures for school pur­
poses in each county in the Territory: 

Scholaatic popillation for the year 1806. 

White. Colorecl. 
County. 

_______ , _________ _ 
.Malo. ltomale. Total. .Malo. Female. Total. 

-------------,------
Beaver ..... _............................ 483 488 071 .................... ·-··--···· 
Blaine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J , 153 l, 052 2, 205 407 462 869 
Canaclian. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,168 2,000 4,168 100 84 184 
CleYeland ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 44.0 2, 451 4, 891 36 35 71 
D............. ................... ....... 434 423 857 •....•.... .......... 90 

. 8arc~st~~) ::: : : : : :: : : :: :: : : : : :: : : : : ::: : : m 7:~ 1, ~it ....... 38 ........ 32 ........ ·io 
Garfield................................. 2,447 2,270 4,717 55 53 108 
Grant................................. . . 2,259 2,078 4,337 16 16 32 
Greer.. ................. ................ 1,356 1, 235 2,591 ...... -

22 
-• •·· •· -

20 
• ...... · ·

42 t¥c~~i~~~.:.:.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: im i:m tm ~i: i~~ ~~~ 
i~ire. ::::::: ::: : : ::::::: ::: : : : : : : : : : : : : g~ ~Ji~ ~: m 9~~ l, o~~ 1

' m 
Oklahoma. . ...................... ....... 2, 854 2, 605 5, 459 428 410 838 
Pawnee................................. I, 522 1,417 2, 939 125 151 279 
Payne................................... 2, 752 2, 380 5, 132 59 52 111 
Pottawatomie. .......................... :i, 080 2, 846 5, 926 101 88 189 

~fabil1!~~::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: l,m I 1,g:~ 2J~~ ·······4s· ·······42· ····· ·· ·oo 
Woods.................................. 4,076 3, 80 7,884 28 21 49 
Woodward... ...... ....... .. . . .......... 615 652 1,267 ............................. . 

Total .. _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42, 434 / 30, 66G 82, 100 3, 320 3, 285 O, 605 

County. 

Beav r ............................................................... . 
Illaine ....... ..................... ........ ···-·· ...................... . 

anacliau ··········· · ··· ··· ············ ·--··················· ··· ..... . 
Cl •velancl ............................................................ . 
D ..................................................................... . 
Da_v .•...............•.• ••...... ...... ... .. .......• •......•.•...•.•.•.. 
G (Guster) ............................................................ . 
'arficlcl ..... ....... ········-·· ....................................... . 

Grant ............•••................................................ _ •. 
Gn! r .................... .• ·--- ·················· ················ · ····· 

i~f [_g·fi~ii· ;.: : :: ::: : :: : :::::: ::: : : :::: :: : :: : ::: :: : : : : : : : :: :: :: : : : : : : : : : : : 
Li11coln ......................................... , .......... •··········· 
Jjo_gnn ...................................... . ........................... . ... . 
'ohle ................... ... ···· ·· ························--··········· 

Ollahoma...... .......... ... . ...... •······ •····· ··· ········ ··· ······ 
l>nwnc ...... . ...••..................................•................ 

~~ti1~:~io~i· ·:::: ::::::: :: : :: : : : ::::::::: ::: : :: :: : : : : : : :: : : : :: : :: :: : : : 
~:f'{it;~~1 

•. : ::: :: : : : : : :: ::::::: :::::: ::::::::: :: : : : : ::::: ::::::: ::: : : : 
'\Voo<l ...................................................... ...... .... . 
\ oollwur,l ...... .......................... .. ..... ...... .......•.....•. 

Male Female Total 
total. total. aggregate. 

483 
1, 5GO 
2,268 
2,476 

479 
120 
950 

2,502 
2,117 
1,356 
2,567 
3,062 
:l, 223 
3,043 
1,356 
3, 2 2 
], 647 
2 11 
:1:1 1 

333 
, , 152 
4, 10! 

615 

488 
1, 514 
2, 08-! 
2, 486 

468 
09 

812 
2,323 
2,054 
1,235 
2,408 
2, 10 
3,023 
3,803 
1,435 
3,015 
1, 571 
2,432 
2,934 

332 
] , 104 
:l, 829 

052 

971 
3,074 
4,352 
4,962 

9!7 
219 

], 171 
4,825 
4,171 
2,501 
4,975 
5,872 
6,246 
7,746 
2,791 
6,297 
3,218 
5,243 
6,115 

665 
2,256 
7,!):{3 
1,267 

----------
Total .................. .. .•...... ........ ........ .. . ...... .. ..... 

1 
4:i, 754 42, 051 88, 705 
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County. 

Receipts for the year. 

Fromappor­
Balance on tionment of 
hand June Territorial 

30, 1896. and county 
school fonds. 

District 
tax. 

Sale of 
bonds. 

Other 
sources. 

'.rotal 
receipts. 

Beaver __ ......... _ .... - . - . $397. 36 $3, 843. 27 $4., 468. 37 . •.. ...... - _ $81. 34 $8, 790. 34 
Blaine _. __ .. - _ - . -- _ -.. - _ .. , 258. 37 700. 33 3, 675. 79 _ ..• _. _. _... 3, 735. 03 8, 378. 52 

if :s~+::1/+(}E ;;;}I~;; ;;;~~;rn;e+t 3mm: 5mm 
Garfielcl .............. -. -. 4, 196. 31 1, 229. 80 5, 2.18. 24 ........ _... 6, 064. 74 16, 719. 09 
Grant ......... ·-··········............ 5,753.66 11,950.24 $17.00 ---········· 17,720.90 
Greer. _. _ ............. -. - . . . . . . . . . . . . . 515. 97 ............. __ ....... _. _ 12. 37 52 . 34 
RaY-·······-····--·····-· 1,338.21 11,152.77 10,40t.87 7,214.25 4,581.49 34,68.59 
Kingfisher -...... - -. -. - - -. 1, 180. 66 14, 972. 48 10, 8!H. 98 621. 30 2, 123. 70 38, 790. 12 
Liucoh1- _. _ .. ____ . _ - ... . . . 850. 60 3,745. 50 14,114. 06 3,037.00 1H6. 96 22,094.12 
Logan .... ·--···-·-··--·-· i 1,254.23 16,888.98 -·········-·· ·········--· 32,270.74 50,408.95 
Noblo ............ - . . . . . . . . 817. 22 5,274.20 6,828.18 1,016.25 2,143.30 16,079.15 
Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4, 328. 55 11, 782. 16 20, 101. 89 . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 122. 79 I 44, 335. 39 
Pawnee ................ __ . 224. 01 2, 158. 60 4, 036. 09 1, 876. 25 430. J 7 8, 725. 12 
Pa'iDe ....... -. . . . . . . . . . . . 352. 12 11, 708. 18 14, 263. 00 2, 935. 04 785. 70 30, 044. 10 
Pottawatomie . . . . . . .. . . . . 229. 34 9,045.54 7,959. il7 . ... .. .. .. .. ...... .... .. 17,234.25 
Roger Mills ........................................ ······- ...... ········-··· ............ ·-··-··-··-· 
Washita·--·--·---·--···-- 452.43 1, 39.38 3,260.92 ·-·········· 151.24 1 5,703.97 

~iis!:~~ci: :: ::: :: :: : : : : : : : :: : : : :::::: ... ~~~ ~~:: ~~ .... ~~: ~~~:~~ .... ::~~~:~~ ....... ~~:~~ .... ~~: ~~~:~~ 
Total. .............. , 28,399, 36 123,277.66 171,685.54 24,012.21 67,159.78 I 441,534.55 

Expen<litttres for the year. 

Uounty. 
/ its, / Rents, I L'b I llalnn e 

T acbers' building., repairs, 1 rary t1i r Total X· on hand, 

nitnre. dentals. 1 u · 1800. 
salaries. and fur.

1 

and inci-

1

an·dat,nppa. purpo110 . p ncliture . Jun 30, 

l3 aver................. . . , '1, 902. 82 $104. 71 !$877.--;8 \· ..... ~ .. $1, 154. 91 \\ $7, 220. 42 I . ·1, 569. 02 
Blaiu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 6, 511. 19 409. 91 729. 19 $6. 50 1, 372. 51 8, 028. 5 340. 94 
Canadian . .. ............. · 1 20, 232. 22 13, 168. 45 4, 1il. 30 33'. 30 5, 039. 27 43,816. 54 5, 564.41 

~~i~I •: •: •: •::::••·>:I :!rn: ):~ ;;~ : ;;,m ;n :: ~r;: i;i;r :r1 J;~:~: 1 III 
Greer ................... . ......................................................................... . 
Ray .... .................. 

1 

10, 5 5. 44 8,361.39 5,188.45 255.11 2,966.29 33,356.68 1,331.91 
Kin~fi. b r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20, 013. 20 1, 620. 16 3, 358. 30 571. 11 7. 489. 24 33, 352. 01 5, 438. 11 
Lincoln . ........... . ...... 15,076.61 1, 523.85 1,440.96 202. 59 1,221.83 20,355.84 1, 73 . 2 
Logan.................... 27,331.00 799. 74 4., 534. 2(1 504. 89 4,736.11 37,905.94 12,503.01 

rolil ................... ·l 8,240.94 3,519.35 2,022.50 180. 86 1,422.21 15,394.86 684. 29 
Okluboma. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,271.12 667. 31 10,425. 93 820. 23 396. 87 35,581.46 8,753.93 
Pawn c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,453.33 1,497.92 940. 41 59. 80 1,424.17 1 7,375.63 1, 3-!!J. 49 
Payne............ . ....... 1 , 332. 72 4, 929. 01 2, 519. 07 54:1. 24 7, 946. 33 34, 270. 37 .... . ... .. 

I;;~t~j:rfiti~. ~~~ ~:: :::·.:: ... ~:~ .. : ~~., ... ~~: ~~ .. .. :~~: ~~., .... ~~:.~.I ... ~~~:~~- , ... ~:~~~:~~ .. :~~~~~: ~ 
1\ a luta.................. 4,299.67 16-1. 05 375. 09 20. 16 118. 70 4,979.27 724. 70 
\ oo<l ................... 19,5 2.02 10,462.12 3,574.17 404.45 7 9.60 34,812.32 8,901.22 
"\Vooclward ....................... . ............................................................... .. 

Total... . .......... . 210, 56 . 20 l4.9, 015. 7 ~ ,t,341~!53,692.041 305, 288. 33 1 00, 705. 30 

normal t acher ' institut from 
tandard of t aching i b ing 

Ii ' ho the chool land, 
th pr di tl'ibnt <l per 

tri u d of the Territory. 
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During the year just clo ing $71,722.53 bas been so distributed, mak­
ing 81 cents per capita going to the different counties, as follows: 

School-funcl apportionrnent. 

Beaver ... __ .. _ ........... _ .. . 
Blaine .. _ ................... . 
Canadian ................... . 
Cleveland ................... . 
Custer ...................... . 
D ·······-·· ................. . 
Day ......................... . 
Garfield ........... . ......... . 
Grant ....................... . 
Greer ............... -· ...... . 
Kay ......................... . 

$798.27 
2,427.99 
3,61 .57 
4,03 .75 
1,406.58 

Logan ......................• 
Noble ....................... . 
Oklahoma ...................• 
Pa,vnee ..................... . 
Payne ....................... . 
Pottawatomie ............... . 
Roger Mills ................. . 
Washita .................... . 
Woods ...................... . 
Woodward .................. . 

$6,425.46 
2,274.60 
5,272.56 
2,558.24 
4,280.85 
4,827.36 

553.35 
1,792.50 
6,240.72 

991. 04 

Kingfii.her .......... _ .... __ .. 
Lincoln ..... ............ .... . 

713.73 
179.07 

3,933.03 
3,518.31 
2,070,f,7 
3,041.93 
4,869.30 
4,914.15 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71, 722. 53 

I de ire to commend the public school. of the Territory and the effi. 
cient work heing clone therein. The future of any Uommonwealth is 
as ured by so generous and successful an education of the mass of the 
whole people. 

OTIIER SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES. 

In addition to the excellent common cbools and the higher Territorial 
institutions of learning, there are a number of schools and colleges of 
a private or sectarian nature. 

The Congregational Church bas a collegeatKing:fisher and an academy 
at 1 erry. The Roman Catholics have parochial schools in most of the 
town , a seminary for girls at Guthrie, a, college at Sacred Heart, several 
large mi sion schools in the Osage ation, as well as mis ions among 
the Kiowas and Coman ·hes. The Friends have mis ion chools among 
the Shawnee and Kickapoo Indians, and the Presbyterians, Baptists, 
Mennonites, Epi, copalian , and Congregationalists have mi ion schools 
a11d mi ion stations among the Cheyennes aud Arapahoe , Kiowa , 
Comanches, and Apache . Well up toward a hundred thou and dollars 
wa, pent in mi ion scl10ol work among the e latter tribe alone during 
th pa t year. 

The Metbodi t will build a ball in connection with the Territorial 
univ rsity, and flouri bing bu in ·s col1e0 ·e are being conducted at 
Guthrie Elr no, Oklahoma City, and bawne . 

The Government cbool for Indian form an important part of the 
du ·atioual work of Oklahoma. On ea ·h re ervation are the regular 

re ervation school , with comfortable buildings, excellent equipment, 
and fficient teachers; the chool at Darliugton, Pawnee, and Sllawnee• 
town de erving pecial m ntfon. 

t Ohilocco i Haworth In titute, with magnific nt tone buildings 
and modern equipment , co tino- •on, id mbly over $100,000, a corps of 
a ·or or mor of tea ·her and 500 holar representing all of the 
Indian tribe of the South, e t .. 

It i unfortunate, ho v r, that the employee at these Government 
hool have been placed in the cla ified li 't of public ervants. 'ro 

in ure acti\·e, ener etic ervice the tennr of their . ervice bould be 
entirely at the di cretion of the Indian l ur au and in the re ervation 
schools under the direction of the Indian agent. 
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DEAJ:t' MUTES A_ l) BLlND. 

i'he fourth legislative assembly provided for the levying of a Ter­
ritorial tax of one• twentieth of a mill for the care and education of deaf 
mutes and the same amount for the blind. This tax has been levied. 
The first installment will be collected in December next, and it is hoped 
to have ample provisions made for these unfortunates by January 1, 
1898. The deaf mutes will be cared for under the direction of the 
governor and the board of regents of the Territorial normal school, and 
the blind under the direction of the governor and the board of the 
Territorial university. 

REFORM SCHOOL. 

By legi lative action the governor i authorized to contract with any 
other tate for the correction a11d education of incorrigible youth, but 
owing to the lack of an appropriation for that purpo e no contract ha 
yet been made, though it i hoped that it will be found practicable to 
carry out the intent of the law should necessity seem to demand it. 

INSANE ASYLUM. 

The insane of the Territory are cared for by contract with th Okla­
homa Sanitarium ompany, who e large and commodiou. h tpital i 
located near toe town of orman. Ther are confined tber at pr e t 
143 pati nt , a net increa e of 17 durino- the year. 

Th following t, bl bows the numb r of patient confined from a h 
county in th Territ ry on J nly 1, 1 Ou, the number received and di -
charg d during the year, and the numb r remaining: 

ounty. 

Insane statistics. 

Patient in 
a ylum .Tulyl, 1 96. 

rec fred E <luring Death . Releases. • sca.p 
y nr. 

Pati nts I 
- ----- - ~--1----1----1 '---11---1 

Po.ti nl 
now in 

n ylum • 

.Blaine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 1 1 l , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
B av r .........................•... l l ....... ... 1 .......... 1 

anaclian .....................•..... 6 O 1 3 ......•••. 8 
'lev laud • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 10 1 7 . . . . . . . . . . ll 

Cut r ..............................................•............................................... 
D....... ...... ...................... ............ l 1 ...... . .... ............... .. . . 
Da~fie.lci:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ......... ii .. ....... j3 ......... i. ········o· :::::::::: ........ j. 

ran .......••....•••••............ ,1 2 1 3 .•••••.... 2 
Kn•......... . ......... ..... ........ :I 4 .......... 2 ......... . 5 

fi~t:.t~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ t ········3· ········2· :::::::::: \ 
LoJ?nn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . 14 10 3 O . . . . . . . . . . 1, 

...............•........ 4 2 1 2 ······•••• 3 
. . • . . . . • . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . • 20 l 3 4 3 I. ........ . 
........ ....................... 2 :t ....... ... .. 2 ............ . 
.... .. ..... .. ··••··•···· 12 5 ·····. .. .. 5 ....•.... . 

················•·•··· 13 8 3 7 1 
:::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ ··········3· ·········· 1 ......... . 

4 3 ·•·••····· 
W' ood w rd . • • • . . . . . . • . • • • • • • . . . . • . • l ~ l 3 · · · · · · · · · · 

r ...................•..•••..•.•• •···· • •··... 1 : : : :: : : : :: : : : :: : : :: : ::: :::: :: : 

T 1 .....•.........•. ...... 22 50 

JO 
l 
4 
5 
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The death list seems to be abnormally large, but is explained by the 
superintendent of the asylum, Dr. John Threadgill, in his report to 
myself, as follows: 

Our death list would not be nearly so large if the boards of insanity of the different 
counties were more carefnl in not waiting o long to send some of the unfortunates 
here, as many of those who have died were in a moribund condition when received 
h re. vVe have not yet had ad ath in the asylum from fever, pneumonia, dysentery, 
or any of the prevalent diseases of the country. At all times the asylum has been 
free of sickness, and no death has ever occurred in the asylum from sickness origi­
nating in it. At the present time all the patients in the a ylum ar in a healthy 
condition. 

Under the contracts the Territory pays 25 per month for the care of 
each patient, the amount paid for the year ending Juue 30 aggregating 
$39,812.75. The cost of transportation was $2,987.40 for the year. 

The asylum is a substantial structure of brick and stone, built with 
all modern improvements, well located, and equipped in everyway, and 
the care and attention given the patients has been of the best. 11he 
laws, however, regulating the admission and discharge of patients are 
crude and unsati factory, and it is quite possible that a number of 
those committed by the various counties would be more properly cared 
for at homes for the indigent and poor rather than at an ayslum for the 
insane. 

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS, 

In a social and religious way Oklahoma will compare favorably with 
any State iu the Union. The people have the same social connections, 
attend tbe same gatherings, belong to the same churches, and listen to 
the same preaching of the same gospel and worship in the same way as 
do the people of Ohio, New York, or New England. The ame social 
customs are observed, the same manner of dress prevails as is found 
in any civilized and enlightened community. There is no border ruffian­
i m, no everyday, open outlawry, no semi-savage barbarity, such as is 
depicted in some unreliable journals or bas found belief in the minds 
of mi guided and uninformed individuals in unprogressive communities. 

The percenta,ge of crime among all classes is lower than in ha.If of 
the States in the Union, all laws are, as a general thing, enforced, and 
churche and other religion instjtutions receive liberal support. 

early e ery town ha its literary society or Chautauqua circle, good 
lecture cour ·e arc carried on, the best of concert and theatrical enter­
tainment are well patronized, and the legi lative and inaugural balls 
and banquet and other gath rin O'S of note at the capital and other lead­
ing citie will bear th clo est omparison with similar affairs in any 
State or Territory. 

All of the leading religiou branche of work are carried on, and the 
fraternal organization are stroug and effective. We give below :figures 
obtained from the leading one : 

'hristian Church. 

umb r of organizations ............................................... . 
Memb r hip .......................... . ................................ . 
~hurch buildings .......... . ........................................... . 
aloe of buildings ................. . ................................... . 

Preachers .......... _ ................................................ _ .. . 
olored preachers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
olorecl cb urches . . .................................................... . 

Young- ople' ociety of hri8tian Endeavor organizations ... _ ....... . 
nu day schools ................... . ................ •.................... 

C. W. B. M. organizatious ...........................••..•.•... ··-·· ..••• 

80 
6,000 

15 
$30,000 

55 
2 
3 

25 
35 
7 
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Presbyterian. 
Organizations ••...............•..........••.................••.......... 
Mero bership ............................................................ . 
Church buildings ...................................................... . 

alne of church property ..............•................................. 
Colored churches ....................................................... . 
Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor .......................... . 
Sunday schools .........•............................................... 
Preachers .............................................................. . 
Sunday school missionaries ..........................•................... 

Episcopal. 
Organized missions...... . . . . . . •...............••...•••.•.••.••••..•.... 
Ot er regular stations ...••...........................................•.. 

~!~:~ha:~:l~-i~-~~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Clergy .............................................................•.... 
Communicants ......................................................... . 
Value of church property .............................................. . 
Chapter St. Andrew's Brotherhood ...................................... . 
Daughters of the King ...•..••.......................................... 
Children in Sunday school •••.......................... ~ ..............•. 

Methodist Episcopal Church. 

44 
1,480 

24 
$35,000 

1 
35 
47 
27 
4 

13 
11 
9 
5 
5 

346 
$20,000 

1 
2 

130 

Number of churches .........•...•...•.........•....••••.....•...••••.... 
Value ................................................. _ ................ . 

~:r~~~~~-e_s_ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Paid for buidings aud improvements during year ...•.................... 
Paid on old indebtedness ............................................... . 
Members .......•...•.................................................... 

72 
$68,980 

25 
$10,300 
$6,381 

$2,782.75 
5,405 

Friend8. 
Total white membership ...................•..........•..•............•. 
Indian mem hers ........................................................ . 
Indian mi sion ........................................................ . 

chool ................................................................ . 

Congregational. 

g~~t!::~~n. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Chur h lmilclings ...................................................... . 
Valn of c4urch prop rty. . . . . . . ....................................... . 

w church organized la t ye, r ...............•........................ 
Praa ·her .............................................................. . 
Colored church s ....................................................... . 
Young Peoples oci ty of 'hd tian Endeavor .......................... . 
M wb r hip, ociety of hri tiau Endeavor ............................ . 

undayscbool ................................................... . ..... . 

ifm t~ra:;~pp~·~p~~.- ti~~·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: -- : : : : : : : : : : : 
oll <'t d and xp nded on fi ld ................ . ....................... . 

B oevol nt ontribntion ............................................... . 
' rant tobuildchnrche sincel 9 ..•••.......•.••••..•••.....••. . ....... 

Expended by Ilome 1' ionary oci ty ................................. . 

Ronian Catholic. 

.. ···-·· ........ ···--- ·---·· .................... -----·· -----··· ------
. -.. .... - .. - ........ -- . -- .. -- - .. -- . - ....... ---- ...... - .. " -. - . ----.. - --... --.. . . 

.. --. -- .. -..... - ...... -.. -.. -. -.. --........... -- - ... - ... -. -.. --- ... ----.. -... -
................................................................................................ 
·it (1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• • 

.. - ....... - .. - .. - ............ - ......... -..... -....... -. -..... -.. --...... --.......... . 
· for pri t .............................................. . 

.................... ·······------ .. -··· .. -·- .. -·-·· ......................... . 
-... - . -.... -... -- .. -.... --- .. -..... -.. -- .. -.. -- ... -..... -.... --.... -.... -.. ... 
and girl . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . ... . . ... . • 

d .........................................•.. . ......... 
. . -- .......... -- . .. - -...... .. .............. - . - ... - .. -.... -...... - ... --.... -- . 

.... -... - . - ... - - .. - .. -.. --- .. ---- . -..... - . - .. --......... --- -- .. -- ...... --.. 
ol and church pro 1, rt. · ...............................•..... 

900 
200 

5 
1 

90 
2,500 

60 
$50,000 

14 
49 

1 
28 

92 
96 

4,512 
10,500 

$11,005 
92 

22,000 
70,000 

1 
21 

6 
0 

11 000 
6 
·1 
1 
4 
3 

1 
0 000 
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Methodist Eviscopal Cluwch outh. 

Pastors ___ .. _____ . _____ . ____ . _ . __ . ____ ............. _ . __ ..... _ .... __ . . . . . 26 
.A.ssi tant pastors .... _ ... ___ ... _ ............. ____ .. ____ ...... _. __ .. __ . _. . 2 
Local preachers_ .. _ .. _ .... _ .... __ .. _ . __ .. __ ... _ . _ . _ . _ . _ ... __ ... ___ .. _ .. _ 27 

I:~;~:i~~ ~~acw:;~h~; ~: ~ ~:: ~: : : ~::: ~ ~ : : : : : ~:: ~ ~::: ~ : : : ~::: ~: ~: ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~:: ~: ~ ~~ 
Members (Indians, 95; white, 3,189). _ ... __ . _ .. __ . . ____ ... _ ....... _ .. _... 3,284 
Church buildings ... __ . _ ...... ___ .... _. _ ..... _ ... _ ... _ ...... _... . . . . . . . . . 22 
Value of churches ......................... ·----· ...... ·----· .... ·-·--·.. $29,975 

~ :~ b~f ;f!r!~!:~:~~~: .·:: : : : : : : ~ : : : : : : : : : ~ : : : ~ : : : : : : : : : : : : ~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : $6, o~t 
Number of undayscbool ................... -----· ---· .... ____ .... ...... 45 
Number of officers, teachers, and scholars. _. _ ..... _. __ ...... __ ... __ . . . . . . 2, 054 
Mi sionary money appropriat d to pa tors __ ... _ ... _ ..... __ ....... _ .. ___ . $3, 100 
Rai ed on the :field for pastors .. ___ .. __ . _ ... ___ ... _ .... _ .. _. __ .. _ .. __ .... $3, 713. 19 
Expended on churches and parsonages._._. _. _ ... _ ........ __ ... ___ .... __ . $5, 521. 75 

Churches: 
Baptist. 

White .. ___ .... _. _ .. _ .... _ ... ___ ... _ .. ___ ............ _ ..... _ ..... __ . 
Colored ..... _ . _ .................. __ ... __ .. _ .. __ ..... _ .. ___ ... __ .. _ . _ 

Membership: 
White ............................................................. . 
Colored .................... _ ... _ ...... _. _ ... _ J ___ ••• _ • ____ ••••• ____ • 

Ministers: 
White ............................................................ . 
Colored ................ _. _ .... _ . _ ..... _ .............. __ .......... _ .. 

Membership of Sunday schools ........... _ .... _ ..... _ ....... __ .. __ ...... . 

nnday schools. 

Schools ...•...............................•............................. 
Officers and teachers ........................................ _ ....... _._ .. 
Scholars ............................................................... . 
Per cent of population attending unday school ................. _ ....... . 
Per cent of children attending 'unday school. .......................• _ .. 

Young People's ociety of Christian, E11dea or. 

, ocieties .......................................... _ .......•... _ ..... __ .. 
!riember ............................................ . ................. . 
Junior societies ........................................................ . 
Members ............................................................... . 
Total memhership ............................... . ...................... . 
New societies ........................................................... . 
Associate members uniting with the churches during the year ........... . 

Lodges an(l camps 1·eporting. 

---------------- ---- .. 

160 
5 

5,000 
3,600 

60 
100 

,ooo 

850 
5,950 

34,000 
13 
30 

150 
5,295 

20 
800 

6,095 
50 

273 

.Ancient Order of United Workm n ....... ...... .. 1,000 

~,l~tr1i~;.:~~!~:::: :: ::::::: :: : : : ::: : :: : ::::::: 2, g~g 
,vooclmen of the World........................... 500 

150 
250 
250 
447 

: i- ·--~:~8f ········~i 
11 .•••••. ••. 10 

Grancl .Army of th Republic...................... 1,300 
Confi tlerate V terans................... .. . . . . .. . . . 250 
Maccab es ................................... ·························· 

56 836 10 

~ 1: ::::::::: :::::::::: 
!E~ff ~t~~~~::::::::::::::: :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :/::: :i; ~~i: : :: : : : : : : : 

20 .......... ' .....•.... 
10 ..•....••. 1. •.•.• .••. 
34 1··········1······ .... 

TllE PRESS. 

The preA of Oklahoma will compar favorably with any portion of 
the United tate . There are publi hed in the Territory at pre eut ten 
daily and eighty weekly papers and twelve monthly publications. 
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The tandard of most of these papers is kept well up to the average, 
and the editors are all loyal and energetic in advancing the best inter­
e t of tbe Territory and of their particular localities. 

n active editorial as ociation bolds semi-annual meetings to discuss 
matters looking toward the advancement of the profession. 

V AC.A.NT L.A. DS. 

There are yet many thousands of acres of unoccupied Government 
land in Oklahoma, much of which is excellent agricultural and fruit 
land and offers a chance for homes for thousands of settler'3, either 
wholly free or at the low Government price of from 1 to 2.50 per acre. 
Reports from the registers and receivers of the various land di trict in 
the Territory give the number of acres in each di-itrict subject to home­
stead entry a follows: 

01.dhrie district.-N o lands subject to entry. 
Oklahoma City distriot.-There are 355,670 acres opened to settlement. 

Mo t of this land is in Washita, Mills, and Custer countie and can be 
secured by settlement and payment of $1.50 per acre at the end of five 
year . There are many fine farms stm unoccupied in this district. 

Kingfisher di trict.-Of uuappropriated and unre erved lands there 
are 10,216 acre in Blaine County, 760 in Canadian, 319,160 in D, 240 
in Kinufi her, 508,520 in Day, 114,0 0 in Cu ter, and 103,280 acre in 
Roger Mills County, making 1,146,256 for the di trict. 

An in pection of th vacant land will reveal sco fin~ home-
tead uital>Je forge I formiJ1g, all(l if a man de devot hi' 

attention to tock ra g h can flud no better Jo auywh re. 
TlJj land co t · 1.50 p ere, and the farm rs of all th u · have 
1Jrodnced abundant crop t pa. t y · th 1 ing. 
Au rr neo · ta d that are ient 
rainfa11 top . il th rtio h eme 
w e r 1,th ob er au un-
tie w a ·age raiufal on than many other 
pa the Territory, and th r ha been no crop failure there in the 
pa e year for men laut d and cultivated right. 

Alva dixtrict.-The r of the land office how 434,554 a r of 
un · land. This can be had for 1 and 1.50 per acre. 
It od agricultural land and all :flue for grazing purpo: . 

W obtainabl and crop find a ready home market amon 
th o th ,ve t and outh. It i a noteworthy fact that in 
tbi b n fouud the only arte ian water in the T rritor . 

i 

~ UI 
1 , and n 

· main 4,837 00 acre of vacant laud 
d ounti . 

acr ; in 
1 heland-

y fine t 
el 

on. 

uno upied in r, nt 
n mo tly taken up in 
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Perry d-istrict.-The good lands are about all occupied. Pawnee 
County has 2,686 acres and Noble County 217 acre vacant, ome of 
which is good grazing and fruit land. 

Mangum district ( Greer Oounty).-Greer County was long considered 
a part of Texas, but was given to Oklahoma by a decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States March 16, 1 96, and was by Congre s at 
once created a separate land clistri t with a land office at Mano-um and 
a provision for throwing the unoccupied lands open to settlement early 
in 1897. 

H. D. McKnight, register of the land office, writes of the district as 
follows: 

This land district contains in round numbers 1,372,666 acres. In June we disposed 
of 18,320 acres, leaving 1,354,34.6 acres open to ettlement July 1. It is estimated 
that there are 2,000 preferen ·e-right settlers in the county who are entitled to 320 
acres each, which will take 64.0,000 acres ancl leave 732,666 acres open to homestead 
settlement with only the ]and-o.ffi e :fees to pay to se ·ure 160 acres. 

Persons who are not preference-right settlers can ftle at any time by making affi­
davit that the land appli d for is not claimed by a preference-right sett! r, and the 
majority of those who have filed h ave done so in tbi way. r er is one of the best 
counties in Oklahoma, and the soil i well suited for corn, cotton, wheat, and oats, 
but almost anything will grow and produce in abnu<lanco if put in the ground and 
tended as it shoul<l be, regardle of the sta,tements that this is only a grazing 
country. I never saw such crops anywhere as are grown in this county thi year. 
Wheat has averaged 25 bushels to the acr and oats three times a much. Corn and 
cotton look fine. 

All la;ws ar enforced and the people are unusually law abiding. There is not one 
person in our jail and has not IJeen since the May term of ourt, and but one man 
under bond. I never saw better people fa my life than live in this county. 

Thousands of the homeless people of the States will undoubtedly 
find comfortable and prosperous homes on these vacant lands in the 
Territory, and I hope that all that are available will be speedily taken up. 

SCilOOL LANDS. 

There are about 2,300 section of common chool, college, and public­
building land ~ in the Territory, exclusive of Greer County. ection 
16 and 36 in each town. hip were et apart by act of Congre s for the 
benefit of common chools. fodemnity land , 101,000 acre in the Kicka­
poo country and about 2 000 acre in Woodward County, have been 
selected in lieu of ections 16 and 6 in the O age, Ponca, Otoe, and 
Mi ouri re ervation , the ea tern, middle, and west rn aline re ·erve 
and deft ·ieucies on account of fractional town hip , etc., and ar nearly 
all leased. 

In Pawn e, oble, Kay, Grant GarfieJd, Wood , and Wood ward 
countie. , commonly called the ' trip," . ection 13 and 3 ar r rved, 
the former for the u e of the agricultural con ge at tillwat r, the nor­
mal at 1 dmond, and the uni ver ity at ormau, and the latter for the 
r ction of public building . 
Ea ·t of rauge 14 we t of the ndian m ridian these land ar lea ed 

by th quarter ction, limiting each le ee to one-quarter, at an aver­
age arly rental of about 35, lea e limited to tbre year· . Le e 
de iring to renew their lea e are given preference right upon certain 
ondition , aud are amply prote ·ted in their improv m nt . 
W t of range 14 we t the land are 1 a d prin ipally by the se -

tion for grazing purpo e , th minimum pri e being 3 a year per 
ection, and in Beaver County 20 per s ction. ountilw by quar-

ters, there are in all about G,000 quarter 1 a ed, or nearly two-thirds of 
the entire amount outside of Greer Oounty. 
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There are many quarter sections of good agricultural land · still 
unlea ed which will make very desirable homes for new settlers, and 
the system of transfer of leases enables per ons to buy out lessees on 
excellent improved quarters, often with growing crops thereon, and 
secure comfortable homes on productive farms at a very low :figure. 

The school-land department is well organized, transacting a very 
large amount of business in a most expeditious manner. In addition 
to arranging all the leases, collecting rentals, and making transfers of 
lea es, this department looks after the appraising of the improvements 
on tbe lands, furnishes to all inquirers lists of vacant lauds and full 
information as to the method of leasing, transfer, etc., transacting a 
greater amount of business than any other department of the Territory. 

It is estimated that 300 new leases will be made at the public leas• 
ing to be bad this fall, and that nearly, if not all of the old lessees 
whoRe leases expire the present year will renew. It is the intention 
to commence lea ing not later than January next in Greer County, 
where four sections in each township have been reserved for common 
schools, colleges, and public buildings. 

Your attention i respectfully called to the subjoined tables and state­
ment , ho wing receipt and expenditures, apportionment, and net pro­
ceeds for each year from June 30, 1891, to June 30, 1897, amount of 
notes on hand, etc. 

Receipts and expenditures for the year ending June 801 1897. 

On hand June 30, 1896. ______ . _ ............................. $42,916.48 
Re ·olved from June 30, 1 96, to June 30, 1897 ....•.......... 10 , 02. 84 

----- $151,819.32 
Expenses for the year...................................... 9,796.06 
To trea ur r .... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137, 924. 18 
R tum cl to applicant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 638. 97 
Balance on hand . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3, 460. 11 

151,819.32 

Receipts and eJ'penditures of each fund for the fiscal year ending June SO, 1897. 

OMM:ON CHOOL. 

Cash received..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80,447.31 
Exp nA s . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6, 71. 66 
Return •cl to appli ant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 . o-
Tet proceeds............................................... 73,217.60 

o, 447. 31 

COLLEGE. 

ei vccl. . • • . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • • • . . . . . . . 13, 528. 51 
E .... . ... . ...... .... ..... .... .... .... .... .... ...... 1,461. 2 
R to appli ·aut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129. 0 

et proceeds. . . . • . • • . . . . . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11, 937. 61 

P BLIC Il 'lLDING • 

eived .•.•••.••.•...•••...................••••...•............. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 1, 162. -

turn cl to. pplic nt . . . . . . .. ....... ... .. . . . . . .. . ..... ... . 1-1. 
.1.: et proc cl • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 13, 3J 2. 60 

tal n proc <l •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·_ ••••••••••••••••• 

13, 52 . 51 

14,927.02 

U 927.02 

, 467. 1 
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· Net p1·oceed8 front leasing school lands. 

Fiscal year ending-
June 30, 1891 ........................................... . ...... . 
June 30, 1892 ...................................................... . 
June 30, 1893 ............................... . ........ . . ... .... .... . . 
June 30, 1894 ..................... .. ...................... .... ..... . 
June 30, 1895 ..................................... . ............ .... . 
June 30, lts96 .................. .. .................. ....... .. .. ..... . 
June 30, 1897 ..................... . ........................ ........ . 

541 

$4,536.82 
21,346.13 
19,164.67 
46,5 6.29 
8,627.97 
71,740.68 
98,467. 81 

Total . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350, 4 70. 37 

School f und apportionment to coi~nties, 81 cents per ca11ita of school population. 

Beaver •...................... 
Blaine ...•.....••........... . 
Canadian ................... . 
Cleveland ....... . .... ...... . . 
Custer ...................... . 
D ...................... . .... . 
Day ............. . ........... . 
Garneld ... . ........ . ..... ... . 
Grant ..................... .. . 
Greer ......... .............. . 

$798.27 
2,427.99 
3,618.57 
4,038.75 
1,406.58 

Logan ...•.......... .......... 
Noble .............. . . ....... . 
Oklahoma ...... .............. . 
Pawn e ..... ............ .... . 
Payne ....................... . 
Pottawatomi ............... . 
Roger Mills .................. . 
Washita ...... .. . ..... . . ..... . 
Woods .... ........ ... ... .... . 
Woodward .............. .. . . . 

$6,425. 4.6 
2,274.60 
5,272. 56 
2,55 .24 
4, 2 o. 85 
4,827.36 

55 .r 
1,792.50 
6,240.72 

991. 04 
Kay ......................... . 
Kingfisher .... . ............. . 

713.73 
179.07 

3,933.03 
3,518.31 
2,070.57 
3,041.93 
4,869.30 
4., 914.15 

Total.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71, 722. 53 
Lincoln .......••••...••...... 

Notes on hand. 

COLLEGE. 

When due. 

December, 1894 ..•..•••••••..•..•..•....••.. . . • ...•.. . ..•..•......••..••..... .. . . 
December, 1895 .....•...........................................•...•.......•••.. 
October, 1896 ................ . .........•. .... ... •. ... . ... . . ....... ............... 
December, 1896 .....................................•.......... .. ...... .......... 
October, 1897 . .•.. •... ....... ....... .. .. ....... ...... ....... ..................... 
December, 1897 ............... ... .•• .. ....••... .... ...... ...... ...•.• ........ .. .. 
October, 1898 . .. ............... .•. .. . ...............••........................•.. 
December, 1898 ...............•...........•.... . . .... ......... .... ............... 
October, 1899 ...................••. ..... ............ .... ........................ 
Decemb r, 1899 .... . ....................................... . ..... ... ......... .. . . 

~:~:: t:~: i~gi ~ : : : : : : :·::: : : : : : : : ·. ·.::: ·.:: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~ : : : : : : : ~ : : : : 

Number . .A.mount. 

6 
42 
9 

168 
152 
188 
144 

27 
92 
27 
1 
1 

$280. 00 
1,328.51 

218. 50 
6,495.14 
4,757.75 
8, 056.27 
4,718.60 
2,243.00 
2. 871. 30 
2, 24.3. 00 

33.00 
33.00 

Tot al . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33, 278. 07 

P BLIC BUILD GS. 

D cembe.r, 1894 •..•... .......... . ...... .••. • . . . .......... . ........•• ... .......... 
D cember, 1895 ... . ............................................................. . 
Oct ob r, 1 96 .• . ............... .. ..... ..• ..............................• •• •...... 
Dec mber, 1896 ................................ ..... ............................ . 
October, 1897 . •• •.••.. •.......••.... ..•......• .. •...• ......... •...•....•..•...... 
December, 1897 •....•........•.•.......•••...•............•.•....•..... .•• ..••.•. 
Octob r, 1898 ................................................... . .............•.. 
December, 1898 ......•..•.•..•........••...•...•..•......•........•..••.•....•••• 
Octob r, 1899 .• . ..........................................................•...... 
De mber, 1 99 ..........•...•......•..•..•...•. ..... •••.•••. ......• . . ••.......•. 

B~::g:~: 1:gf:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

4 
51 
15 

175 
l!lO 
178 
179 
:i3 

113 
33 
2 
2 

$62. 33 
], 766. 68 

:m i.oo 
7, 0 3. 90 
6,89 . 02 
7,596.97 
5,855.24 
2,200. 00 
3, 50:$. 55 
2,209.00 

66. 00 
06. 00 

----:-----
Total .................................................... . .• ....• _......... . . . . . ... . . 30, 707.69 
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Notes 011 hand-Continued. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

When due. 

t~~~it~:::i:::::::::: :: :: : : : ::: :: :: : ::: : : :: : : : : : ::: : :: : ::::::::: :: : : :: : :::: :: 
January, 1893 •••. ...... .................••.... - ... - ....• - - - - - - - - - - - - - . --- - -· - - - -
.April, 1893 •••••• ..... ...... .. .•.......... • ................ - - - - - - .. - .. - •. - - - - - - - -
December, 1893 ......•......•..............•...••....••. - - - - - . - - . - - .. - - - - - ••.. ---
Miscellaneous ........................... - - .• - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - • - • - - - - - • • - - - - -

i~ri1~\t0l8•9.~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
December, 1894 ......... ... ............ . .. . ..•.............•......•.•...•.•...•.. 
October, 1895 ..••. ............. .. .. .•...•.... • ............•.•....•....•......•.•. 
D8cen1ber, 1895 ................•••....•••..•........•.......... - .......••. - - ... - -
October, 1896 ...................•.....••.......••••.........................•.•.. 
December, 1896 .•.................................•....••..•....................• 
October, 1897 ............•..•..........•••• • •••......•.•••••••••......•.•......... 
December, 1897 .......... ...•..•.....••••..............•..•••..•. .........•...... 
October, 1898 ..................•..•....••...••.••...••..••••..................... 
Decemb r, 1898 ..................................••........ - •.. - .•••. - - - - - - - - - - - -
October, 1899 . • ......•. .. •..•.•••.......•..••.•••....••..........••••••.........• 
December, 1899 .•....•......•..•....•..•••••..••.......•••••••..................• 
Octob r , 1900 •••••............... . ............•...•.•••...•......•.. - . - - - . - - .. - - . 
December, 1900 ......•••••.........•.....•..•....................•...... - . - - ... - • 

B~~~~ b·e~~ioi:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 

Number. 

14 
16 
30 
33 
22 
94 
13 
39 
20 

275 
67 

445 
501 
499 

2,163 
192 

1,884 
54 

1,526 
49 
2 ., 

Amount. 

$755. 22 
465.40 
845.15 

1,457.00 
574. 90 

2,710.75 
291. 00 

1, 732.75 
591. 90 

10,480. 82 
1,375.72 

19, 531. ll 
14., 3fll.55 
24,067.65 
71,450.33 
10,354.01 
66,251.73 
6,093.74 

52, !J6ii. 78 
5, 8118. 75 

66.00 
99.00 
33. 00 
33.00 

-•--1---
Total ...•.•..•... _ •••••••.....•••.......... _ . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . . 292, 485. 97 

Total notes on hand June 30, 1897 •.•.••••••••.... , . • • • • • • . . . • . . . . . . • • . . . . • • • • • • • . . • . 362,471. 73 

B.A.NKS .A.ND BANKING. 

Oklahoma's banking interests are in a prosperous condition. There 
are in tlrn Territory :five national and forty.nine Territorial or private 
bank . The la t legi lature passed an act for the regulation and con· 
trol of the Territorial and private banks, compelling all to become 
incorporated, providing for regular reports and an annual examination 
by a Territorial bank examiner, which office wais created by the act. 

The fir t report of the condition of the forty.nine Territorial banks 
made to the examiner summarize as follows: 

Resour e : 
Territ-Orial bank staternent. 

Loans and disconnts ..••......... __ .. _ ....... _ ..........•....... 
by olvent custom r ............................... . 

~rl :~~:.,;~et~~~:~:::====:===:.:====::::=====::::::::: 
at pre ent cash markat value and furniture and fix-

. i;i1t -~~~h~~·i~ ~:: ~:: ~ ~ =:::::: = =: ~:::::: ~: ~ ~:::: ~:::::: 
ources ................................................ . 

Total ............. __ .................. _ ..... _ .. __ ............ . 

Liabilitie : 

$1,096,470.36 
70,514. 05 

100,573. 68 
50,225. 65 

202,398.80 
743,756.09 
30,325. 01 

2, 294, 263. 64 

apital tockpaiclin............................................. 613 328.70 
urplu fund on hand and undivided profits . _ .. _ .. ____ ... _. . . . . . 165, 8-!7. 01 

rtifi ate of <lepo it ..... _._ ..... _ .............. _._ .. _......... 114, L?9.36 
~po it subject to draft by other bank , individuals, and others. 1 385, 020.3.1 

Bill payabl .. _ . _. __ . __ . .. . _ ..... _ . _ .. _ ....... __ . ______ . _ . _ . . . . ' 15, 9 . 24 

Total ..... _ . _ . _ .... _ ..... _ ........ ___ .............. ___ . _ .... _ . 2, 294, 263. 64 

.... earl 11 f he forty.nine bank have been examined, and !n arl~ 
ca' he r er e ha been found to be far in e., ces of that reqmred bJ 
l w. Th min~mum ca h re erve allowed by law is 15 per cent. Tb 

tu, 1 r · r e 1 ol per cent. Practically all these depo it are own d 
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by farn.1ers and bu ines men. Examiner Pugh says the deposits have 
increased 25 per cent in the last two month , which goes to show that 
the farmers and bu ine s men are getting on a cash basis and are 
enjoying bank account . Thi is a remarkable showing for so young 
a Territory, where everything has been taken out of the earth in from 
four to eight years. 

NATION.AL BANK T.A.TEMENT. 

The reports of the :five national banks made to the Comptroller of 
Currency summarize as foUows: 
Resources: 

Loans and di counts...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $267, 250. 77 
Overdrafts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, 774. 91 
United States bonds to secur cil'culation......................... 62,500.00 
Premium on Unit d tat s bonds.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,250.00 
Stock cnrities,etc ............................................... 7, 42.41 
Buildings, furniture, and fix:tur s.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44, 300. 00 
Other r al estate and mortgao-es. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 375. 00 
Due from other national banks.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0, 03. 55 
Due from State and privat bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11, 5 . 59 
Due from approv d r serv ao-ents.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200,420. 63 
Check and oth r cash item . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3, 240.40 
Exchan~es for cl aring house... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300. 34 

ot s of other national banks .... _ ............... __ . . . . . . . . . . • . .. . 24,225. 00 
Cash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75, 358. 37 
Five per cent redemption fund.... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 12. 50 

Total ..... : ...................................•................. 

Liabilities: 
Capital stock paid in ..........................•........•......... 
urplusfnnd ..................................................... . 

Undivided profits le expenses .................................. . 
National bank not outstanding ................................. . 
Due to other national bank ...........•.•........................ 
Due to tate and private banks and banker ..................... . 
Du to approv d r rv agent ................... _ .............. . 
Individual depo it ................... _ .......................... . 

= === 
250,000.00 
32,800.00 
8,411.23 

54,610.00 
2,674.4 

32,434.31 
1,876.39 

43,236.06 

Total.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66, 042. 00 

The e report all show a large increase of depo its and of ca h on 
hand over a year ago, an<l. the receipt from the ale of crop within 
the next ninety day will greatly augment the deposits above the 
pre ent :figure . 

B ILDING .AND LO.AN A OCI.A.TION . 

Oklahoma law provide thoroughly for the organization, manage• 
ment, and encouragement of building and loan a ociation , but owing 
to the cramp cl :fin an ial condition of many localitie in the pa t but fi w 
a ociation have been organized, there being one each at Guthri , 
Shawnee, .r orman, and Pawnee. 11 the a ociation ar fl uri hing 
andpaying ood emi•annualdividend . TheGuthri a o iation,wbi h 
ha been in exi tence ix ·ear , ha n arly 1.50 000 of the capital ub-
cribed, about one-third of which i paid up, a11d ha,• made about 

120 Joan , alrno t very one meaning the on truction of a new borne 
to b owned by th b rrower. 

~I.1he dividend th :fir. t four year exce <led 24 per ent per annum; 
the pa t two y ar have been about 13 per cent per annum. Other 
citie are con idering the que tion of organizing a ociations, which 
should be in very community, a no other mean are as effectual in 
building up a city and adding to it permanency. 
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RAILROADS .AND TELEGRAPH. 

Oklahoma has within her boundaries 475 miles of railway, about 20 
miles of which were built the past year-the Hutchinson and Southern, 
from Manchester to Medford, a,nd the Air Line, from Tecumseh to Shaw­
nee, the latter line being built and operated by enterprising citizens of 
Tecumseh. 

Many new lines are projected in the Territory, and it seems reason­
ably sure that a line will be built during the year 'from Sapulpa or 
thereabouts southwest through Oklahoma; that the Hutchinson and 
Southern will extend southeast from Medford and the Choctaw west 
from Elreno. 

All of the railway, express, and telegraph companies operating in the 
Territory report largely increased business the past few months. 

Deep water at Gal vestou, Port Artl.mr, and other Texas points has 
re ulted in lower freight rates and a consequent increase in the price 
of farm products. The one thing needed is a cultivation of closer trade 
relation with these Texas ports, which would re, ult in the railways 
carrying loaded cars each way instead of but Gulfward, and bring a still 
further reduction of freight rates. 

The Western Union Telegraph Company has offices at all the cities 
and towns on the railways, aud the principal inland town are connect.ed 
by telephone with each other and the railway and telegraph stations. 

MANUFACTURING. 

Comparatively little ha been done toward develoning manufacturing 
indu tri , in Oklahoma dul'ing the year of formative period, though 
within th pa t year more attention ha be n · to thi, subject. 
Oklahoma Hour took fir t 1>r mium at the Wor Fair and i well 
known iu all t he market of the ~outhwe ·t. e very town of any 
importanc ha one or mor good flouring mil or eight having 
been re ·t d during the pa t year. Canning fa s are running at 
Guthrie, 01 lahoma City, aud Alva, a11d the imm n e fruit crop of the 
'l rritory would m 0 ke them profitable ent i e at many other poiJJt. 

iv di ·till ri have been t-a,rt cl in the for the manufacture 
of peach l>raudy and two creamerie ar cce sfulJy operated, 
with m on foot to tart everal he product of the e 
r amer a ready market at a 0'00( d a half dozen more 

would b iudu trie . 
c t oil · · · · nd the pa t year at 

ormau, and a iI th ~ Territor w r 
run to th ir o are being put in at 
Elreno n in in the 'lerritory 
will b ar. 

' l op 'ing completion. 
· ir ndrie uthri a · le 

1 p r ting plant d 
inding a11d n ,· t h-

Titb printin plaut. mpl a o y 
mncl. 

· w r t ment 
alt i g m ut d for 

I it 1 rria " >lau· 
Ill 11 
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AGRICULTURE. 

After all, it is upon the tiller of the soil and the results of his labors 
that the real progress and prosperity of the entire Territory rests; agri­
culture and her handmaiden horticulture are the mainstays of any 
prairie community. 

Oklahoma's progress in agriculture has been in keeping with her 
advance in all things, and thi year she comes before the people with 
the greatest crop of grains and other product ever rai ed upon an equal 
area of land. 

The partial failures of the farmers the fir t few year in Oklahoma 
were due more from a failure to plant the right thing at the right time 
than from any lack of rain or fault of the climate. Few ettl rs realized 
how far South they had come, how great wa the difference of ea on , 
and how differently must the crops be rai ed. Each year they have 
learned better how to farm succes fully in this latitud , until this year 
the efforts seem all to have been crowned with succe sand a crop record 
made which astonishes the world. 

WilEAT. 

Farmers have generally been ucces ful in raising wheat in the Ter­
ritory, and an extra large acreage put in last fall, with a whiter and 
spring favorable to its growth and development, produced a crop this 
year that is really marvelous in its magnitude. The total yield of the 
Territory will surely reach 20,000,000 lm hels or over, and enough bas 
already been thrashed to show yields per acre that are almost beyond 
belief. The harvest began in May, and early in June Oklahoma wa 
marketing train loads of wheat. 

Few fields fall below 18 bushels per acre, while the general average 
is undoubtedly in excess of 25 bu hels. Fieldi:, of 100 acre. or more 
yielded a high as 34 bushels per acre straight through, ancl many 
smaller tracts 1·an to 40 and 4G bushel . 

At the experiment station at tillwater several varietie w nt over 
50 bu ·hel per acre, and a well-auth nticated yield i r ported from 
Kay County of 4 acres running 55 lm bels per acre. 

Many yields of from 40 to 46 and 48 bushel ar reported on the be t 
of authority, and the buyers and mill meu rep rt the wb at o well 
filled a to overrun in weight from 4 to 8 pound per bu h I. I ay 
County is the banner wheat county of the Territory, and in pa sing 
through it it seemed a though the whole county wa one vast wheat 
field. 

vi itor who climbed to the court-hou e tow r in ewkirk, the 
county eat, on June 30, counted 1,9G0 wheat tack and 1 G traw 
stacks within a radiu of 6 mile . In tbe outhern part of th ounty 
G. W. Miller ha hi famou 2,500-acre wheat field, and aero the riv r, 
in the Osage country, 600, 800, and 1,000 acre wh at :field are ·ommon. 

Logan ounty farmer paid off an 800 mortgage and built a new 
home with his wheat crop. A ebra ka man bought a Garfield ounty 
farm for 600 in March and realized 900 from the wheat gr wing on 
it. A Blaine County man who tried to 11 out and took a 25 depo it 
la tfall, bought ee i wheat with the mouey after the would-be purcha r 
had backed out, and old 500 worth of wb at this ummer. 

The Cho •taw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railway, which bipp d out 297 
ars of wheat la t y ar, i preparing to handle 2,000 car thi year, and 

the other railway expe ta proportionate increa e in their bu ine . 
INT 97-MI '--35 
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The long, pleasant fall for sowing, the mild winter, the early harvest, 
and the long, dry summer in which to thra 'h and market grain, with 
no co t for storing, makes Oklahoma the wheat-growers' paradise. 

OATS. 

The acreage was not unusually large this year, but the yield ran from 
60 to 75 bushels to the acre and often higher. 

CORN. 

Oklahoma raises millions of bushel of corn, but she markets the 
greater part of it in tbe form of hogs and cattle. The average yield 
in bottom lands last year was from 50 to 60 bu hels per acre, on upland 
40, with many special fields running 80 to 90 bu hel . The acreage 
thi. year is larger than la 't, and the prospect is good for a large crop. 
All ea tern Oklahoma is a good coru country, and when fed to hogs 
and cattle for market there is no better or more profitable crop. 

KAFIR CORN. 

This product, with its kindred grnin , milo maize, Jerusalem corn, 
dhu o corn, etc., is little known throughout the country at large. A 
nati eoftllehotandburning and ofKafirLandiuAfrica,itwa intro­
duced experimentally in the emi-arid ection le s tban a decade since, 
aud has proved an ine timable boon to the farmer and the stock raiser 
of the entire We t. Three ears aO'o, wb n th Jong dry pell cut the 
wheat bort and kill d t h young corn, the farmer planted Jaro·ely of 
Kafir corn up to a late a July 10, and r ap d au abundant barv t, giv-
iug them an abun<lan ·e of grain and fodd r for th ir Ii to k. 

Growing lu uriantl. in the dr e t of a ' On pr vidin _an abundance 
of rich fodd rand al< rge bun h h ad of grain which r emble ome­
wbat a rain of ric , and i thra h cl out lik heat in a eparator, thi 
11 WI roduct present to the farmer of the Territory a re ource which 
n r fail . 

It produ ·e from O t 75 bu h 1, per a re, can be planted early or 
lat n n w or old ground and i the v ry be t of fe cl for cattle, hor 
hog , and poultry. 

Thr h d and round it make a meal , uperior to ordinary corn m al, 
mak c k up ri r t buckwh at xc 11 nt ·orn bread and g m , and 
ground into fl ur mak . w t and I alatabl Jio·bt br c d th u 0·h of ( 
de r1~ o1 r. he er p Ia ·t ar wa abundant, and it ha been plant d 
larg ly thi e r. 

t ear m 1 000 bu h I of a tor b an and 
w hau d nl>l m nt thi. ear. Th grow r adily 

for l>riug l> el and are a, profitable ·r p. 

TTU. 



TERRITORY OF OKL HOMA. 547 

in the amount raised has been v ry rapid ince then. Last year Okla­
homa marketed about 40,000 bales, but the acreage and condition of 
the cotton at this time in ·ure.• a crop three times a large this year. 

Lincoln County is the banner ~otton county of the Territory, the 
acreage there this year being about 90,000. 

Cotton in Oklahoma produces on an average from one-half to three­
fourths of a bale to the acre, and the ea e of mark ting and the ready 
cash buyers always on hand make it av ry de irable crop. To the 
man with a large family it i the ideal thing to grow upon 10 or 20 
acre , as boys and girls down to a very tender a 0 ·e can pick cotton a 
well as a man. Even while cotton growing wa ia an experimental 
stage in the T rritory Oklahoma cotton took nr t premium at the 
World's Fair, and it ha since been rated high in the market of the 
world. 

WATERMELO . 

By the first of July of each year Oklahoma begin to market her 
melon crop, and before the month i out they are going by the car loc cl 
to all the citie of the orth and Eil t. 'everal hundred ars re 
shipped out la t year, aud the ·rop will l>e much larger thi year. The 
home con umption of melons is enormous, as the low price at which 
they sell put tLem within the reach of alJ. 40-pound melon can be 
bought mo t any day for a nickel, and 60, 70, and 80 pound one are 
not uncommon. Several are reported in last year's crop that tipped 
the scales at 110 pounds. 

HAY, 

During the year the Territory Las marketed thousands of tons of 
prairie hay in addition to supplying the home consumptio11. Alfalfa is 
proving very profit.able, producing from two to four crops a ea on. 
Clover does well, and timothy i being successfully started in some 
sections. 

OTHER PRODU 'T • 

There are many other products of the Oklahoma farm which are 
finding their way to market. A con iderable quantity of e cellent 
broom corn wa marketed the pa t year. ome flax i Tow11, and rye 
and barley are rai ·ed to a limited extent, both produciug well. 

Oklahoma thi year marketed a dozeu carload or more of arly 
potatoe at a time wh n price wer v ry high in the orth. w et 
pot::itoes produce 200 bushel and over per acre, an<l. are of excellent 
quality. . 

1'00K R.AEI G. 

Her vast expan, e of plains carp ted with luxuriant o-ras e. , an abun­
dant upply of fr h water, long , umm r and short, mild winter , and 
a11 a1mo t compl te immunity from mauy of the di ea e of dome tic 
auirnals make Oklahoma a paradi e for tock rai er ·. attle and ho 
take the 1 ad, though ome att ntion i b ing paid ach year to bor aud 
heep, and poultry forms no inconsiderable item in the product of the 

'rerri tory. 
The we tern third of the T rritory is devoted very largely to attle 

rai ing, and upon the gr at area of ir 0-in prairie many thou, and 
of bead of cattle pa ture the year round. Thi indu try i not devot d 
to tbe we t alone, however, for great herd are fatten d on the Indrnn 
re ervation in tbe ea t and outh, and every farmer ba cattle of his O\Yn 
pr paring for market, an<.1 , ell hi urplu · corn and "roughness" to 
Texas feeder shipped in to fatteu in the winter. 
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In Woodward, Beaver, D, Day, Mills, and Greer counties, the cattle 
intere ts predominate. The cattlemen in that part of the Territory are 
member of the Oklahoma Live Stock .Association, which looks well 
aft r the interests of its members by maintaining three inspectors at 
Oklahoma points, and hopes to maintain its own inspector in the Kan as 
City market the coming year. 

'Ihe annual convention of this association is held on the second Tue -
day in February each year, and is attended by hundreds of people from 
out ide the Territory, affording opportunity for trading and inve tment 
that can 110t be overestimated . 

.At the last session of the legislature laws were enacted for the special 
protection and encouragement of cattle growers we t of range 14 west 
of the Iudian meridian. The board of regents of the Territorial .Agticul­
tnral and Mechanical College was constituted a live-stock sanitary com­
mission, withauthorityto make and enforce rules and regulations govern­
ing the care of live stock, importation, shipmeot, quarantine, etc. The 
law provides for a force of three regular in ·pector , the in pection of 
pa ture , pens, and cars, and the examination of all cattle killed for 
<lorne -tic c011sumption, and under it a rigid yst m of inspection an<l 
protection bas been inaugurated and tl10 Territorial quaranti11e line 
maintain eel j n every in tauce. Th re ha been but little splenetic or 
T er among cattle in tbi Territory tlti year, and as all ·u pi-
ci es are rigidly quarantined there is no appreb.ension that it will 
g · o othold here. 

, ecretary of the Oklahoma Live Stock ociation, 
w rn Oklahoma: "The range gra s i better than for everal 
u con equeuce attle are in fine condition· * * * the 

outlook for er grade , bett nd great r pro.fit per head with 
1 · · and fova ion e, i attracting attention to Okla-
ho efol'e." 

IT a lually bringing a bett r price, and a bett r grade of 
m · 1g produced. Mau fine p d hor llave gone out 
fr ry, and everal prominent ◄'a tern hor men ha e pur-
. e Wood oun ty for hor ranche . 

i )art of Okla,boma, and the number hipped 
fr a i larg , but th great hog-rai ing ectiou i 
ii awne , Payne, Lincoln and Pottawatomie 

, a larg part of th · nan . 
0 here proper care and food 
a · · amount 
0 • 

· y Com-

1 
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IlORTICULTURE. 

Time has proved Oklahoma to be a fruit country, and her fruit will 
this year be seen on the market of the nation. 

R. Kleiner, president of the Oklahoma County Horticultural A o­
ciation, in a report to this office., after telling of the agricultural advan­
tages of the Territory, says: 

Oklahoma's future li sin its horticultural capacity. Ther can be no further doubt 
as to the success of fruit growing in this Territory . F ive nc essive rop of peaches 
have been gathered from orchards that have been planted above the late frost line 
iu spring, and the fruit i not surpas eel anywhere ea t of th Rocky Mountains in 
size, flavor, and color; pecim ns of 9 to 10½ inch sin circnmforenc are common. 
All pit fruit has done well. The Japau varieties of plums are <loing ex eC'dinO'ly 
well, giving .'traordinary yielcls of :fine-flavored and larO' -siz d fruit. Apricots 
and cherries are giving satisfaction, as are all pit fruits . 

. Apples and pears have not come into full bearing, but from present hulications 
there need be no fear of failure, and the orcbardists are jubilant at th pro pect 
before them. The standard varieties, such as the Mi souri Pippin. Winesap, Jonn­
than, Ben Davis, Romanite, and many others, are now reasonably loaded with large 
and very fine fruit of :first-class market qualities. 

With a few exceptions every variety of grapes are surprisinO" tbe own rs of v ine­
yards with an extraordinary yi ld of the v ry be t quality of grapes. In well-till cl 
vineyards 20 pounds of grapes to the vine i about an averag , and 600 vine to the 
acre will give tbi year a prospective yield of 6 tons to the acre. 

Our climate i esp cially adapted to the p rfect maturino- of -rape , which is a 
grea,t advanta 0 ·e in th manufacture of wine. \-Vine made from Oklahoma p;mp 
will mature very Roon, and i pronouncc,(l by xpert. to be qnal to the hC'st California, 
or French imported win s. Av ry large prnportion of the Terxitory is aclapt, d to the 
culture of grapes. 

With a judicious s lection of location, soil, and vari ties, tho int llig nt horti­
culturists are bound in the nea1· future to push tbi T rritory to the front as a fruit­
growing country, and supply and contril>ut a large share to tho wants of the Northern 
and Eastern States. 

OKLAHOMA PEACHES, 

Up to this time peache have been the principal fruit crop of the Ter­
ritory, and the yield ha been uch in quantity and quality that Okla­
homa can well re t her reputation as a fruit-producing section upon 
them alone. 

The crop of peaches last fall wa large, and many were shipped to out­
side markets, though the demand from the newer portion ' of the Terri­
tory con um d much of the urplus crop. Thi year th Territory will 
ship , everal hundred carload t the market orth and Ea t, and ven 
to points in the South. The earliest varietie ripen here the lir t part 
of J uue, and heavy hipment are alr ady b ing made to city mark t. . 

At the Territorial fair in Guthrie la t October many pecimen, of 
both cling and fr e tones weighing from 8 to 14 ounce and m a ur­
ing from 9 to L inche in cir umferenc were hown, and th Oklahoma 
peache hipped to market have attracted attention both for ize and 
flavor, and will undoubtedly upplant the California fruit in many 
places. 

APPLE . 

Apple orchards are b ginning to bear and tbos borne on young 
tre la t year wer a 0 ·uarauty of th ucce of appl growillg here. 
AU the orchard are loaded thi year with very indi •ation of a good 
crop. Many magnificent pecimens of tandard varietie were hown 
at the Territorial fair. 

GRAPE . 

Grapes of almost every kind, including the celebrated Mission 
grapes, and everal varietie of rai in do well here, ancl the crop this 
year will reach thou ands of tons. 
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Considerable wine was made last year and much more will be made 
this. A number of growers report net proceeds of from $50 to 80 an 
acre from grapes. 

BERRIES. 

Strawberries, raspberries, and blackberries do well and the acreage 
is large in every county. · 

OTHER l?RUITS. 

Pears are coming into bearing for the first this year and look fine. 
Cherries do well. A Logan <Jounty farmer sold $1,000 worth from 

an orchard bearing for the first time this year. 
All kinds of plums are doing welJ, the J apan varietie bearing o 

prolifically as to astoni h all fruit men. 
German prunes have been planted quite largely and produce abun­

dantly, and at Edmond and Lexington are almond trees well loaded 
thi sea on. 

The number of all kinds of fruit trees already planted in the Terri­
tory i enormou . The pre ent growing orchard would alone in a few 
year· make this one of the greatest fruit sections in the country, and 
new orchards are being laid off and planted on every side at a rate 
that will double the acreage of orchard within the next two year . 

Good nur erie have been e tabli lied in the leading counties, so that 
no fruit grower need go out ide the Territory to buy his tree . 

IRRIG.A.'.l'IO . 

Comparatively little ha be n done in the way of te ting and devel­
oping irrigation in the Territory. The re ult obtained where plant 
have b P-n put in hav been highly sati ,fa ·tory. 

The legi l ture t it le t e ion pa Pd a ompl t irrigation act 
definin o- wa · roviding for the con truction and maint nance 
of canal d 

Ma,ny far ucce fully irrigating mall tract of fruit and 
tables and ond , and everal points the water i 

pump d fr earn by win or gasoline engine , th net 
·n in ahno ·y c the fir r more than payiug fol' the 

entire outlay for n ry and ditc w II as paying a good profit 
in ad lition. 

· ree· f Oklahoma make lifting water from 
w y nill ap and ure ru thod of frri-

d th ·iki rte ian water near ugu ta. 
ew ibll loug he lin of u ·ce ful 

irrig fruit tract. report on flooding to 
that w th rwi e ha e fail d for la k of 
and in ry a e he the crop be u gr atly 
d impr in quality over that of unirrigat d 

·ty. 

ER.A.L . 

mt · · it und · o 
n n 
n r hat uncl o 

l 
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agricultural and therefore the mineral laws of the United State do 
not apply, little if any effort has been made to develop our mineral 
resources. 

This subject will therefore be more .properly dealt with and more 
fully referred to under the heading of undeveloped re ources. 

NDEVELOPED RESO RCES 

Few States in the nion have greater undeveloped re ourc than 
Oklahoma. 

A a matter of course her greatest re ource are in her agricultural, 
horticultural, and tock-rah!ing pos ibiliti , but a ·ar ful in v tigation 
will show many other re ource". At very many place in the T rritory 
there are indication of coal. t everal point' along the ea:t rn ide 
have good veins be n found, and at Ral ton and O ag ity, in awn e 
County, a fairly good quantity of coal ha been mined for month . 

At Pawhn ka, in the O age ation, two te"t w II have produ ed 
petroleum of uperior grade, while there are many indication of oil at 
other place in the re ervation, and al o in Payne and Pawnee counti s, 
and the Kaw and Comanche re ervatiou in the outhwest. 
• early ev ry county ha good building stone; in Kay ounty ar 
some of the best flagging quarrie in the We t, and in th Wichita 
Mountain are inexhau tibl upplie of granite. atural cement b d 
have been opened at Okarche, Canadiau Couuty, and ewkirk, Kay 
County, while the gypsum piled up in o-reat blocks at place in Blaine 
County would upply th United States with plaster. 

Several of the streams a,re trongly impreguated with salt, and n ar 
Okarche, Blaine County, are alt spring with a remarkably strong 
percentage of alt, where the be t salt is now manufactured in large 
quantities by imple evaporation. In Woods aud Woodward countie 
are saline reserves of many thou ands of acre which for a large part 
of the year are covered with a coat of pure salt glistening white in the 
sun like field of snow. 

In the northea tern part of the Territory and in the Wichita Moun­
tain in the southwe t there are good indication of ir n aud zinc, and 
iron ore i found in several difl' reut localitie . There he v been rumor, 
of rich gold field in the Wichita Mountain for year , and within a, few 
month· gold and ilver have b en mined on a paying ba i in h av-
ajoe Mountain , in reer County. rich depo it of a phaltum i 
reported near Fort ill. 

In Oklah ma' gr at fruit yield ar larg po ibilitie for anning 
factorie and pre rve e tabli hment . In her cotton yi Id op ning 
for cotton and oil mill an num rou otll r re ource , a et undevel­
op d, will in time make ucce ful factorie of ari u kind a compo­
nent part of the 1>rogre sand pro perity of our coming tate. 

1 DIA S. 

There are in the Territory at tbi time 12,631 Indian , under the care 
of ft e different agencie , tb number of each trib being a, follow : 

0 AGE AGE Y. 

Osages .... _ ...... -............... 1, 750 Kaw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215 

WIUTE }~AGLE AGEN Y. 

Poncas . ............ ............. . 
Pawn es ............. ------ ..... . 

596 / Otoe ............ ______ ......•... 
702 Tonka was ....................... . 

354 
55 
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SAC AND FOX .AGENCY. 

ac and Fox •••••.......•....•.••. 
Iowas .•••••.••.•..•.......... __ .. 

hawnees •.•••.•....••••......... 

495 1 P?ttawatomies ..••...... _ ...••... 
86 K1ckapoos .............. .; ....... . 

493 

DARLINGTON .AGENCY. 

780 
355 

Cheyennes •.••••.••...•.•.....•.. 2,089 / Arapahoes ....................... 1,005 

1(10WA AGENCY. 

Kiowas .. . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 105 I Apache ........ _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197 
Comanches... . . • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 526 Wichita and affiliated tribes...... 958 

The Tonkawas, Pawnees, Sacs and Foxes, Iowas, Pottawatomies, 
Shawnees, Kickapoos, Cheyennes, and Arapahoes, who have taken their 
land in severalty and bad the balance thrown open to settlement, are 
making the greatest progress. A large majority of them live on 'their 
allotments, and during the past year have engaged more or le .. s in 
farming. Many have harvested a good acreage of wheat, and have 
corn and cotton and potatoes out, with excellent prospects. 

The other tribes who live upon reservations have not made so much 
progress, but all are moving up gradually in the scale of civilization 
and progress. · 

law pas ed by the last legislature, through the instrumentality of 
Major Wood on, agent of the Oheyenne and rapaboe tribes, prohibits 
further plural marriage , and another prohibits the practice of Indian 
medicine men, both of which are having beneficial effect . 

The diffi r nt tribe are gradually giving up their dances and other 
avage rite , pending le s time in whole ale visiting and riotou feast­

ing, devoting more attention to farming and stock rai iug, and adopting 
the dre and th way of civilizati n. 

It i an encouraging, ight to ee Indian marketing grain fruit, live 
stock, or ood and thi i b coming quite common. 

lo al I ap r write' that-
ta.nding ird, a Cheyenne who was n, "blanket Indian five years a o, has this 

year rai ed and clng 30 bn b 1 of I · pot good .field of corn and Kaffir 
corn, and ha 4 acre of th fine t n in nnty. 

imilar progr s i b in mad b arly all onr Indian , and w ar ati fiecl that 
allotment and ivilized surroundi i the ouly olution of tlie Indian problem. 
All of our Indian bonld b given farm and nrroundetl b , whit farmer at the 
earlie t practical mom nt, and the Indian problem will soon o1ve it. elf. 

R ion of O ag ame to i it the Pa for 
a t r tribe refu ed to parti ipate b of 
b d to the agency-to :fill contract ith 
th 

of 
rapaho ay 

l i veralty t t y were 
ze and ntitle dl rr 

tt reparclfor qum 
ri1 w. It wou1 urpri 

y~ . 
rin 
at 

h Jo 
wond• 
Jy rela 
nd of 

'z d and in perman nt hom , n«l inilic t 
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much laudable priie in their individual posses ions as their moro fortunate white 
neighbors. ·with due allowance for their ignorance and inability to compreh nd the 
force and effect of local laws, they are indeed a most law-alJiding people. :U ewer 
crimes are committed by them than by the white settlers of th Territory, and to 
their credit be it said they are more mindful of their pecuniary obligation than their 
more enlightened white brothers. They show a considerable de ire to adopt civilized 
habits. The men, as a rul , wear citizens' clothing, which they preserv with care, 
always keeping one good suit for special occasions. The women cling to tho shawl 
and squaw dre as more comfortable for wear while pursuing their daily avoca­
tions, but they are now relieved of much drudgery and toil once imposed upon them 
by the male members of the tribe, while the burden of the heaviest work is now 
borne, as it should be, by the stronger sex. 

Under the progressive measures that have been enforced at this agency, many of 
the old tribal customs have been abrogated. ow it js rarely that forbidden prac­
tices are indulg d in. Th y are subservient to the rnles and reo-ulations of the 
Department and the instructions of their agent, and are beginnino- to recognize 
the advantage of education for their children. The oppositioJ1 one • ma.do to placing 
them in schools iR fast disappearing. 

Rapicl advancement has been made among the progre sive Indian of thi agency, 
and marked improvement is apparent in their manner and habits over their condi­
tion of a few years a,O'o, 

A laudable d sire to live in houses ancl to adopt th habit of th whit man is 
becoming more evid nt. The women are le s progre sive. 

The desire of thrse Indians to live in houses on th ir allotments has become so 
general, that proportionately a very limited number could be accommodated in thi 
line dm·ing the past year. eventy-four dwcllino- house were ere ·ted on allotments 
during the year, at a total cost of $6,696 to tbe Government. to which the sum of 
$4,325 was contributed by tlie Indians out of their own private funds. They are 
o-enerally 2-room houses, plastered or ceiled, ontaining 384 square feet of floor 
space1 although several 3 and 4 room houses were rccted by the mo t pro­
gres 1ve ones. All of the e bonses are now occupied and a number of t hem are 
supplied with all necessary household furniture, and are as comfortable as most of 
those of their white neighbors. Thero are, moreover, a number of Indians who are 
prepared to build houses, but who, for want of materials, conld not up to date be 
accommodated by me. 

Capt. F. B. Baldwin, agent of the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches, 
says of those tribe : 

The Indians of this reservation havo be n aclvancing in all respects ev ry day, ancl 
their prospects for th future are, in my opinion, very bright. They ar doing m r 
farming, raising more stock, and in every way following more and more ivili zed 
purenit . 

Contrary to the general be1ief that the Indians are rapidly b coming 
extinct, the record of the agencie how that in a m~jority of tribe · 
during th I a. t year th birth in the tribe exceed the death . 

But few real crime are committed by the IndianR of the T rritory, 
and the court or officer of the law have had but little tr uble with 
them. 

I DI.AN RE ER .A.TION . 

o Indian land have been op n d to settlement during the pa t y ar. 
The people have watched anxiou ly the progr~ of making allotm nt 
in the Wichita Res rvation, and waited in vain for ome tiding of the 
opening of these fertile land to ettlement. 

Thousands of people ar anxiou to obtain home upon lands which 
are of no u e orb nefit to the Indian , audit does em that the encl 
of ju tice and rig-lit would be t b ub erved by a speedy openiug to 
settlement of the Wichita and affiliated tribe re rvation, and aL'o 
that of the Kiowa, Comanche, and pache tribes, both of which were 
treated for by the Government several year ago. · 

I re pectfully urge uch action by the Departm nt a wiJl lead to the 
settlement of the controver, y as to the real title of the e Ja.nd, and tue 
early throwing of them open to ettJement under the homestead Jaws 
of the United States. 
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CLIMATE. 

The rainfall during the past year has been much greater than for 
several years previous, and the abundant crops testify to its benefi cial 
effects. For the first six months of 1897 the rainfall was 21.6 inches, a 
compared with 21.9 inches for the entire year of 1896. 

The table given below, furnished by United States Weather Observer 
Widmeyer, of Oklahoma City, gives for the past six years interesting 
information as to the climatic conditions of Oklahoma during that time. 

- It will be seen from the figures given that the extremes of heat and 
cold are not so great here as in many parts of the United States, and 
that the average temperature is very pleasant. Though the rainfall is 
adequate during almost every year, the number of cloudy days is very 
small. · 

The rainfall record, as given for a number of years at the Government 
fort stations, shows that the drought seasons are comparatively fe w. 
The averages at Fort s Reno, Sill, and Supply are about fair for the 
driest portions of the Territory, at Gibson and Towson for the extreme 
eastern counties, and about an average of 35 inches for the central 
portion of the Territory. 

The small amount of humidity in the atmosphere, the small number 
of rainy or cloudy days, the absence of great extreme , the cool night , 
and almost constant breezes make of Oklahoma a desirable place of 
residence for invalids and those afflicted with lung troubles and rheu­
matism. Within the year many cases of cure or great improvement 
have been reported among invalids from the North and East from the 
influence of climate alone, and the strong salt waters of the Cimarron 
and Salt Fork rivers have been found as invigorating and health giving 
as sea or mineral baths. 

I 
In. 

1891 ... 58. l 99 n,!!. 20 10 Feb. 3 72 S. E . 9. 3 37. 43 1 122 75 112. 4.1 .A.pr. 5 
1892 .. . 58 98 July 21 a-11 ,Tan . 19 73 . E . 9.142. 29 179 103 84 110' 4. 1 .A.pr. 9 
1 93 ... 59.1 101 pt. 15 a-2 Jan. 19 68 . E. 10 24. 28 242 69 54 79 3 .A.pr. 21 
1 94 ... 59.9 104 July 3 a-8 Jan. 24 66 . 9. 626.72 254 65 46 66 3 Mar. 29 
1 95 ... 57 100 July 7 a - 8 Feb. 7 73 . 9. 6 32. 49 221 81 63 86 3. 6 Mar. 21 
1896 ... 61 104 u . 1 11 Jan. 3 70 . 9. 7.21. 90 233 79 55 78 3. 6/ .A.pr. 2 

M au. 59. 01 104, .A.ng. 1 -11 Jan. 19 70 . E. 9. 0

1

30. R5 216 6 63 88 3. 6 .A.pr. 5 
1 96. 1892. + . 

I I I I 

aB low z ro. 

Fort Reno: Average of fourteen year 'rainfall, 27.67 incbe . 
Fort ill: AYerag of twenty-five years' rainfall, 2 . 2 inch 
For npply: Average of twelve ye, r ' rainfall 21.7'1 inch . 

ort ib on: Average of twenty-nine r ars' rainfall 6.5- inche . 
] ort Towson: Averao-e of tw lv yea.rs' rainfall, 51.53 inche . 

P BLI IIEALTII. 

Oct. 'i 
Oct. '.'!5 
.1:'ov. 13 
.I.TO,, 11 
O ·t. '.. 

ov. j 

Oct. -

· a ri~ 
fioa i and t a ld at ric u-

i ti al th prod gora fr of th 
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deleterious, atmospheric, and climatic conditions that sometimes, even 
when great commercial prosperity exists, brings but sorrow through loss 
of health or life itself. 

The time of which Professor Huxley spoke in one of his optimistic 
moments, "The time is coming when a friend meeting another in the 
street will as soon ask, 'Are you honest,' a are you well'" has not yet 
arrived. The loss to the State from the untimely death of her citizens 
is, from an economic point of view, at least worthy of contemplation. 
The State protect the property of her citizen , educates her children, 
and punishes crime. Are any of the e things of more value than health, 
Hea,lth is a combination of wealth, happiness, and power; heuce the 
State owes it to her own self-pre ervation as well a to her people to, ' O 
far as in her power lay , prote t her citizen in the enjoyment of health. 

Oklahoma i the" Sunny France" of America, aud in mauy respects 
resembles that land. Its large proportion of day of sun hille, it por­
ous soil and freedom from , tagnant pools, it con tant cooling br ,ezes 
from the Gulf, which always tempers its otherwise hot day and nights, 
together with its abundant supply of pure water, all conduce to make 
it one of tlle most healthful spots in America. 

The depres ing influence of damp, cloudy uay, and foggy night , com­
mon to many localities in the .Ea t, that are o i-njuriou to health and 
trying to the sickly, are unknown here. Thee posure, due to incl em ncy 
of weather, to wet, to Jeet, to mud, so trying to those employed in out 
of door pursuits of the orth, is much modified iu our climate. e d 
time and harvest are not o often interrupted, a i the case in many 
districts, by continuous rains or damp days that expo e the hu bandman 
to loss of time or health, as well as to part of the products of his toil. 
More or less sunshine bathes our land for nearly three hundred days in 
the year. No place between u and the Atlantic seaboard can give 
such exhilerating sun baths, uch rare, dry, pure air as can be had 
almost daily duriug autumn and winter in Oklahoma. 

With us epidemic of contagious diseases-diphtheria, scarlet fever, 
measles, etc.-lose their force. When uch have appeared und r our 
climate and hygienic surrounding , they lack in virulence known to Jjke 
epidemics in Northern and Ea tern State . 

Our dry air, free from di ea e-laden germs, our water supply, un on­
taminated by the sewerage of large cities, make vi itation of y 11 w 
fever, cholera, or kindred diseases from the outh of but little danger 
to u. 

To a large extent the malarial conditions and continued fever that 
accompany the turning over of the oil of new land, which wa preval nt 
during the :fir t year of the s ttlement of the Territory, are rapiuly 
pa ing away. evere malarial di ea es that once were o comm n 
along the treams haye become mild in their typ , and on upland are 
almo t unknown at the pre ent time. 

Our public health law ar in a cord with tho e of the most advanced 
Stat . Health boards or health officer exi t in every county and 
town. anitary condition are not negl ctec1, although, as i doubtle s 
true in all communitie , it i po sible not enough attention is being 
given to the enforcement of sanitary regulation and laws. 

The Territorial board of health has supervision and control of the 
admis ion of all phy icians to practice medicine. This board is endeav­
oring to keep out of the Territory ignorant and morally di qualified doc­
tor . Per ons not graduates of reputable medical colleges, or who are 
unable to pa s a. proper examination before tho board of medical exam­
iner are legally disqualified to practice medicine. 
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In 1896 the superintendent of public health requested the physicians 
of Oklahoma to answer a series of questions pre ented by him, amoug 
which occurred the following: "29. Is it your experience that con­
sumptives from the States northeast, soutbea t, and east of u :find 
relief on coming to Oklahoma¥" Eighty per cent answered that 
"relief i obtained if subjects come here before the di ea e i too far 
advanced." A few had had no cases under observation, and a very 
few answered in the negative. 

When we stop to consider that one-sixth of all deaths in the nited 
States are from consumption, that upward of 1501000 die annua1ly, the 
fact of any State presenting ameliorating condition or conditions 
antagonistic to the development of this dread disease and of other lung 
troubles should and does add largely to its commercial advantage, a 
well as conduces much to the happiness and comfort of the home of 
its citizens. In connection with this subject I would call attention to 
certain facts presented in a recent report by Dr. L. Haynes Buxton, 
superintendent of public health for Oklahoma. He says: 

ith the conditions of climate, soil, and days of sunshine that we have in Okla­
homa, I know of no better land under the sun for the con umptive or per on with 
lung trouble. The fact of such persons, with comfort, being able to be ju the op n 
ail· and sun hine a large percentage of all the days in the year, combined with our 
conditions of soil, temperature, prevailino- and invio-orating winds, is nough to iv e 
to tho e affected with pulmonary diseases all the chanc s ofr coverythat any climat 
can o:IB r. 

Other hygienic, sanitary, and economic problems sink into jnsignifi.cance wh n w 
contemplate the question of control and prevention of thats ourge which js worse 
tLau any epidemic of cholera or yellow fever in its mortality-th moo ter pulmo­
nary con umption. As we write, the fleeing multitnd s are pa sjog by, hopiu to 
evade the yellow fever in the South, which is but an infant a id of that plagu 
which js constant in its insidious work, year by year grinding out the lives of it 
thou ands, more relentless and unceasinO' in its force than the raging torr nts of a, 

iagara. 
'J'be avera~e death rate from pulmonary consumption per year in Hnne ota is 

1,277. In M1 hjga,n the numb r of deaths reach about 3,000; in ew Hampshire, 
1,000; Ma sachusetts, 5,500-and these figures do not tell all the tale. A closer crn­
tiny shows that in Minn sota 610 heads of familie are among the victim . ix hun­
dr cl and ten home. devastated! And if we add to the deaths from con umption 
tho, e fr m pneumonia and bronchitis, not including many other minor lung troubles, 
we have a total of 2,565 persons lo ·t to the , ' tate of Hones ta from thr lung di -

Thi i a fair picture compared with the figur given on pag , 
Health Report, which give 11,026 c1 aths from onsumption and 

Thi report ay : "It [ con umption] is th mo t prominent and 
of death." The Michigan 'tate b ard of health repod. · " 'on-

snmp · · de tructive di eas ; th numb r ons dying annuall ' 
fro igan amounts to 3,000." The p of the ew Hamp-
sbir ite on this topic: "Tubermlo e mo t fatal di ea e 
kno . It is · ead in its d , truction, and come with uch 
in i · at its footfall ard." 

Tb nwe aytbati ofsmallmom ntthata tatecan ay,asoan b 
aicl a: ""\Ye give t 1tiz ns chanc for life acrainst thi moo r 

furnace of · at is d tr t million y arly. "\\ e, to you who are alr ady 
in dang r, concl hope for happines , and to you who are now sound ju bod:, 
we will · ry, warm wind of our mbrac and bield you from th i 
<laug r. ni desert, uninbabitecl plain; to bl u 

o thizing hand of humanity but u 
t in ott d with churche and chool d 
j n at of the bounty o · 
J r cl b come one of our intelli n 

'' ir an hin shall guard yon 
a on pl und r h 

:u r se1 aud fa1 
d . to a da folly 

ab v ar v r u impo ibility to thi land. 
n t im puny, white p orly nourished biJ Ir n 
and hearty. 



TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA. 557 

This is largely due to two causes, the ability to stay m our sun-bathed open air 
nearly all the time and at any time they care to do so, ancl to improvement in diges­
tion, clue partly to th above and partly to the fact that a gn,at variety of ripe fruit 
can be obtained a an article of di t dnring o many months of the year. 

It is my opinion that th children of Oklahoma are better nourished, h avier in 
weight, than children of the same ag in an Eastern Stat . From an extended 
practice in a Northern State and my observation from sL- y ars' practic in Okla­
homa, I believe that there is less than one-half th per capita diseases of childhood 
h re that exist din my former practice in tho North . 

.Although we are in the South, yet our extremes of temperature com­
pare favorably with mauy Northern States, and tlle severity of heath re 
is no greater than there. The maximum temperature for 1894 wa the 
highest for the past six years in Oklahoma. Yet in the summer of 1894 
(last report at hand) the maximum temperature for Iowa was, for Jun , 
99°; JuJy,104°; August, 100°; while for Oklahoma itwa ,for Jun , 9 ° ; 
July, 104°; August, 100°-the temperature record howing in favor of 
Oklahoma in June, and being the same for July and August. 

Our winters are mild and not so exhausting to the vital force of the 
aged as in the North. Seld(?m does our temperature reach zero. 

A comparison again with Iowa shows mean averag temperature for 
January for past six years: Iowa, 17°+, and for Oklahoma, 30°+. 

LEG ISLA.'.l'ION, 

No vicious legislation has been enacted in this Territory. The fear 
somewhat generally entertained by investors of the Ea t that populistic 
legislation inimical to the enforcement of contracts would .find a home 
in Oklahoma is not founded upon sound and logical premi ·es. The 
people of Oklahoma are as hone t as tho e of any State in the nion, 
and no legislation js to be feared that will not scrupulously regard the 
proper enforcement of all lawful contracts. 

Every legislature assembled in the Territory thus far bas refus d to 
euact proposed vicious legislation in regard to the proper enforcement 
of mortgage and u ury laws, and all propositions against the intere t of 
corporate investments have been uniformly defeated. Sufficient care in 
the preparation of legislation enacted has not been given, however, and 
in consequence many of our laws are crude and ambiguous in th ir 
text. 

This state of affairs, however, is likely to continue to exist under the 
sy tern prevailing here, and now generally in vogue in the tat , f 
holding biennial se ions of the legislature, a.11d tho e se ion · limit d 
to ixty days. Careful and perfect legislation can not be attain d nnd r 
this system. The record of four general as emblie demon trate th 
faet that Oklahoma can be relied upon for the ena tment of a · i e 
and wholesome laws as in Michigan, Mas acbu ett , or any other tat ,, 

THE COURTS, 

Owing to the many troubles arising out of claim and town-lot con­
te t ·, and th un · rtainty and conflict of the law during he fir t few 
year of the T rritory s exi teuce, the court, have been burden d witll 
an unu ual amount of bu in , both civil and criminal, during the 
p t £ w y ar , and the docket w re far behind jn many counties. 

Th r b • b n gr at de r a e in new bu ine in all the di trict 
_ urt th P . t . r, and the docket have in many counties b en prac­

t1 , lly ?l , r d f tu.. old ca ·e tllat had dragged alon o· for year . 
on Hl rab1 bu me . ha acc~mulated in the supreme court, how­

ev r, and th plan of havmg the d1 trict judges sit as a supreme cour.t is 
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daily coming more into disfavor, both with the members of the bar aL­
the litigants. Such a court can not give tlle requisite time and atten­
tion demanded by the many cases coming before the supreme court of 
so populous a Territory, as the judges must of necessity give almost 
their entire time and thought to their work in the district courts, and 
the disqualification of judges to participate in the decisions by the 
supreme court, arising from their participation in like ca, es on the dis­
trict be11cb, frequently leaves the appellate court without a quorum. 

Suggestion is made that the laws of Oklahoma, instead of tho e of 
Arkansas, as is now the case, be made applicable to affairs in the Indian 
Territory, and that a supreme court be established having jurisdiction 
over both Territories. In view of the logical aud desirable union of 
th e two Territories in one State, the creation of such a system of 
appellate jurisdiction seems altogether preferable to the present one. 

ORIMES AND PUNISHMENTS. 

Territorial convicts are, under contract with the Territory, confined 
in the Kan as Penitentiary. 

The total number confined on June 30, 1896, was 128. During tbe 
pa t year there have been 81 commitments and 61 discharges, which 
leave a total of 148 in confinement on June 30, 1897. 

The expen e to the Territory during the year bas been, for-
Transportation of onvi ts............................................. $3,599.35 
For ar a}J.d keeping...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1~, 905. 00 

faking a, total of.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16, 504. 35 

the Territory grows in years crimes against the per on and a 0·ain t 
propertyhavedecrea ed, othatth rei nomorelaw-abidingcomruunity 
on earth than Oklahoma. Mob violence ha o far been unknown here 
and the ·riminal laws have been and are trictly enforced in all part 
of the Territory. 

PUBLJC B ILDINGS. 

o 1 gi Jation ha yet been enacted for the erection and e tabli h­
m nt of public building except the ducational in titutions heretofore 
mentioned. 

fund, however, i gradually accumulating in the T rritorial trea · 
u · · fr m be lea ing of lands made applicable t h pur-
p fund now amount to 3 ,407.12. Thi fund, acti n 
o gi lature, i inve ted in general fund Territori rrant · 
t to the Territory the intere 't that would othe accrue 
u tind 

ntimen Territory that th permanent· 
I ati Ii, hm ding h ul l let' rr cl nutil 
u h i rritor te and the people bav det r-

mined of the 
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nearly all been bonded. These bonds are t~e best of securities, and will 
be paid without in any way becoming burdensome, as the lands are 
proven up and the assessed valuation increases accordingly. In no 
instance has any county repudiated a single just debt, and county 
warrants command very near par on the market. 

Several counties have in the past year purchased or erected court­
houses, so that almost every county in the territory now owns its own 
court-house. 

There are almost no paupers in the Territory, o that poor-hon es 
and poor-farms are practically unknown, the counties being call d upon 
to supply only temporary aid in cases of sickness and destitution, and 
that but rarely. 

In almost every instance county expense have been reduced the pa t 
year, though the high water of the pring destroyed many bridge and 
roads and imposed a great expense upon several counties. 

Owing to some irregularity in its fir ta essment, Greer County, tllat 
small empire lately added to our Territory, exp ri need ome difficulty 
in carrying on the county affair lat year; but thi ~ year verythin(T i 
in excellent condition there, and Greer promise oon to becom on of 
the leading counties in the Territory. 

In Grant, Kay, Custer, and Day counties the court-hou ·es wer acci­
dentally destroyed by fire, but all have been or are being repl ced. 

CITIES. 

The city governments of the Territory are all carri d on with effi­
ciency, and the cities, by an act of the la t legi lature, have all been 
placed on a cash basis under the ameplan a the countie . 

The principal cities have electric-light and waterwork plant , well 
improved streets, good sidewalks, and proper police and health regula­
tions. 

Pll.A.RMAO . 

The practice of pharmacy i well regulated und r the law of th 
Territory, and a board of pharmacy ontrol th r gi rati n of phar­
macist and the practice of the pron ~ ion. one but duly qualifi d 
and competent pharma i ts are permitt d to pra tic in the T rritory. 

There are now 149 regular pbarmaci t regi ter d in the T rritory, 
repre enting 69 citie and town , and 62 p rmit hav be n j .-u d t 
doctor and merchant in the country and mall town, where tllere ar 
no registered pharmaci t within reach. 

DENT! TRY. 

The practice of this profe sion is regulated by wise and whole ome 
Territoriallaws. Strict examination are required und r rul adopted 
by a, competent board of dental e amin r for admi , ion to pra tic i11 
the Territory. There are fort.y-nine pra ticing dentists in the Territory. 

LABOR S PPLY. 

The demand for labor in Oklahoma during tbe past year bas been 
greater than at any time during the history of the Territory, and for ihe 
pa t three months ha been much of the time in exce s of the upply. 

No man or woman need be idle in Oklahoma to-day, and the cotton 
planters already anticipate a hortag-e of help during the fall picking 
and are sending to neighboring States to engage cotton pickers. 
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The industrious laboring man willing to work at whatever is offered 
will find steady employment anywhere in Oklahoma at good living 
wages, and artisans and mechanics usually do well. There is a special 
demand in some parts of the Territory for good farm laborers. 

O,KLAHOM.A NATIONAL GU.ARD. 

The total strength of the Oklahoma National Guard is 500 officers 
and enlisted men, with a complete regimental organization, composed of 
12 companies of infantry and regimental band, located as follows: 

Band and Company .A at Gutbrie, B at Alva, C at Oklahoma, D at 
Elreno, E at Ponca, F at Pawnee, G at Shawuee, H at Kingfisher, I at 
Perry, Kat Newkirk, Lat North Enid, Mat Medford. 

The band is fully equipped with both dress and undress uniforms and 
necessaryinstruments, and is a tborougblyefficient organization. Com­
panies .A, B, C, D, E, and F are fully equipped with the Springfield rifle, 
caliber .45, and undres~ uniform of the same pattern used in the .Army. 
Companies G, H, K, and L are now being furnished with the sarne 
equipments, and with a liberal allotment from the Federal appropriation 
next year I and M can be equipped and the necessary tent equipage can 
al o be purchased. . 

The personnel of the militia is of the best material among the young 
men of the Territory. The spirit of enthusiasm is all that can be desired, 
and tbe di cipline will hortly be all that is necessary. 

o occa ion for placing the Territorial militia on active service has 
yet occurred, but the force as at present constituted may safely be relied 
upon for any ordinary emergency. 

SOLDIERS' IIOME. 

There i a mall tract of land in original Oklahoma, known as the 
Council Grove Re ervation, which was reserved from settlement by 
Ex cutive order b au e it was covered with a fine growth of good fore t 
tr s. Th 1imber however, had been u ed for many year to supply 
the military force sta,tionecl at Fort Reno with fuel, and the land i 
now covered mo tl by thick underbru h and stump only, and it would 
probably co t more than it i worth to place it in, uitable condition for 
farming. It would bring little or nothing into the Treasury if ord red 

db a grand gift to th Territory for th purpo e 
of a hom for th aged and ·li abl l v teran of 
coming more and mor , year by ear to need the 

b · er · · ry ( aggr gating 
i th rganization, the 

Jan for th purpo e 
rn do mini tration t-0 
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geuerally who have settled and builded the great empire States of the 
West. 

The hardships endured and diflicult!es surmounted by our people in 
reducing the elands to the uses of civilization and the e tabli hment 
of our homes upon them are, perhap., somewhat varied in character 
from those of the pioneers of the Western States, but they were none 
the less severe and expensive. The people generally who have settled 
this Territory are as earnest, honest, interngent, and a higll-mindetl 
as those of any State in the Union, aud, with a full knowledge and 
understanding of all the circumstances of the ca e, they earne tly 
demand that the old homestead laws be made to apply to all the lauds 
of Oklahoma, and that the laws requiring them to pay the Government 
a price for the same be repealed. 

The enactment of such a law by Congress might well include a clause 
requiring settlers to make their final proofs within a year thereafter 
and receive their patents therefor, thus placing all our people upon an 
equality in sharing the burdens as well as the benefits of a good 
Government. 

ST.A.1'EIIOOD. 

No one of sound mind can doubt that, measured by all the tandards 
and precedents by which the Western States have been admitted to the 
Union, Oklahoma is clearly entitled to tatehood. 

The area of good land e ceeds that of many of the States, the popu­
lation and wealth of the Territory is greater than that of many of tbe 
States at the time of their admission, aud her citizen hip is composed 
of a very large majority of people who, by birth, education, and rais­
ing in the States, guarantee all the necessary prerequisites for good 
local goverument. 

Thoughtful citizen , however, are not clamoring for immediate State­
hood. It i generally conceded that the be t interests of the whole 
people will be t be sub erved by the union of the Indian Territory and 
Oklahoma into one tate, and Oklahoman are willing to wait the action 
of the Government iu compo iug the many vexatiou question ari ing 
with the five civilized tribe , a settlement of which seems to be required 
before adopting a scheme of union. 

Iti · hoped, however, that these matter will be rapidly ad vaned by 
Congres , and that the people f the e two 'Ierritorie will at an early 
date be permitted to form one tate government of their owu. 

In my judgment, the formation of two separat tate, would be bur­
den ome and annoying to the people of both, while a union of he two 
would make a strong, vigorous, and pro perous State. 

Respectfully submitted. 
. M. BARNES, Governor. 

The SECRET.A.RY OF 1'HE INTERIOR 
Washington, D. 0 . 
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