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524 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

country—pioneers who took possession of the virgin soil with nothing
to depend upon save their grit and energy and labor, and builded
homes, opened successful farms, and planted orchards that are to-day
the wonder of the world—are a new and unique type of American eiti-
zens, The true Oklahoman is the embodiment of courage, thrift, energy,
and enterprise, an optinist of optimists, a conqueror of a new world,
reaching out for other things, overcoming obstructions and difficulties
that to most men would seem insurmountable.

The population as returned by the assessors for 1896 was slightly in
excess of 275,000. No enumeration was taken this year, but as there
has been during the entire year a steady immigration and no emigra-
tion worth speaking of, it can be safely estimated that the population
is now considerably in excess of 300,000.

The immigration during the past year has been of the best character,
mostly farmers and stockmen from Northern and Eastern States, coming
with ready money to purchase claims and farms and make substantial
improvements thereon.

The following table shows the population, by counties, as based upon
the assessors’ enumeration for 1896:

Population, by counties.

Beaver.......cocoiiiiiaan..l e 4,778 | LOGAN cee it it 19, 995
Blaine ... ... .. ... ...l 6,415 | Noble. ... ... ............ 13,402
Canadian .. ... 12,837 | Oklahoma ......... ceeeee. 19,999
Cleveland .. .. 13,006 | PAWNE® «ou. ooiit i i 8,293
Custer ... ... ... 5,296 | Payne ....._ ... ..c..eeeia... 14,192
Dol 2,986 | Pottawatomie .................. 117, 300
DAy .ot e 611 | Roger Mills ......... . ........ 1,267
Garfield .. ... ... ... 16,092 | Washuta ... . .....cco....... 5,401
Grant ..o ..ol aiaann 16,575 | WOOdB v iee i eeeees 20, 805
Greer ... .. ..........i.o... 8,500 | Woodward ... ................. 7,487
Kay. oo 16,959 | Reservations ... ... ... ...... 12, 500
Kingfisher ... ... ... .. 15, 346 _—
Lincoln ... ... ... ... .. 16, 542 Total ...l 275, 587

TAXABLE PROPERTY.

In spite of the financial depression of the past three years, which has
caused a general shrinkage of values, the assessed valuation of the
Territory has increased from $19,937,940.86 in 1894 to $32,034,752 in
1847. In a majority of the counties the property is returned for taxa-
tion at very much less than its real value. It can safely be stated that
the assessed valuation should be from sixty to seventy millions instead
of thirty-two millions.

The supreme court of the Territory has recently decided a case involv-
ing the question of the powers of the board of equalization, denying
the power of the board to raise the aggregate valuation as shown by
the assessment rolls of the connties. This decision reverses the decision
made by the same court last year, and the conflict is somewhat annoy-
ing and vexatious. Both cases are still pending and undetermined
before the court on motions for a rehearing. The effect of the present
status of this question is confusing to the average county clerk and
collector, and may induee such procedure by some as will jeopardtze
collections in some of the counties,

With no intention of criticising the court, I think I may say without
impropriety that a good public policy seems to demand au early and
final disposition of this question, to the end that no mistakes may be
made hereafter by those charged with the performance of duties which
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I regret that the books of the auditor’s office are not fully posted and
balanced, so that it is impossible to give an exact statement showing
the casual deficit year by year since organization, but I give below a
statement showing the condition of the general-revenue fund at the
close of business June 30, 1897:

Statement 1892-1897.

General-fund warrants outstanding November 30,1892. ... .............. $21, 691. 86
General-fund warrants issued year ending November 30,1893............ 61, 451,22
Making a total of. .. .. .. ... .ll... 83,143, 08
General-fund warrants redeemed year ending November 30,1893..... ... 10, 543. 67
Leaving a balance outstanding November 30, 1893, of ... .......... 72,599. 41
General-fund warrants issued year ending-November 30,1894 .. ... ...... 53, 655. 07
Making a total of ... ... ... il 128,254, 48
General-tund warrants redecmed year ending November 30, 1894 ... .___. 37,2146.73
Leaving a balance outstanding Novewmber 30,1894, 0f . ..... ... ... 91, 007.75
Cash in treasury available for redemption of general-fund warrants.... 4,326.41
Net warrant indebtedncess November 30,1894 ... ... ... ... .... 86, 681. 34
Warrants outstanding November 80,1894 ... ... . ... ... .. ... ... 91, 819. 26
Warrants issued year ending November 30,1895.... ... . .............. 109, 656. 24
Making a total of . .o . i i 201, 475. 50
Warrants redeemed year ending November 30,1895, ... .. .. ..... ... 26, 658. 81
Leaving a balance outstanding November 30, 1895, 0f ... ... ... 174, 816. 69
Warrants issued year ending November 30,1896.... ... ... .. ... ..... 80, 767. 71
Making a total of ... . . ... iiliii.... 205,581.40
Warrants redeemed year ending November 30, 1896..................... 80,028 90
Leaving a balance outstanding November 30,1896, 0f. ............. 175, 535. H0
Cash in fund available for redemption of warrants...................... 12, 481. 52
Net general-fund indebtedness November 30, 1896. ... ... .. ..... 163, 073. 98
TOAl oo oo 163, 073. 98
Warrants outstanding November 30, 1896 ... ... .. ... .._.. $175, 555. 50
General-fund warrants issued from November 30, 1896, to
June B0, 1897 e oot e e 102, 713. 24
Total ... i 278, 268. 64
——— 278, 268. 74
Warrants redeemed to June 30, 1897 . ... ... ... ......... 84, 472.70
Cash in treasury applicable to redemption of called war-
rants June 30, 1897. ... ..o vir i e e 3, 658. 00
—_— 8%,130.70
Warrants outstanding and nuprovided for June 30,1897................ 190, 138. 04
Accrued interest (estimated) ...... ..o oi.iolo.. et s £00. 00

Net general-warrant fund indebtedness (including acerned interest)
June 30, 1897 .. ... . ..., e e e 190, 938. 04

It is in contemplation to take such steps in the near future as may
seem wise and practicable to enhance the value, or rather the market
price, of general-fund warrants, which it appears to me is unjustifiably
low at the present time.
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

The work of the higher Territorial educational institutions during the
past year has been effective and deserves the highest commendation.,
The faculties of each are able and earnest educators, whose work speaks
for itself in the success of each one of the institutions, and their man-
agement and conduct meets the approval and praise of the patrons.

THE UNIVERSITY.

The first legislative assembly of the Territory provided for the loca-
tion of a university at Norman, the county seat of Cleveland County,
a city of about 3,000 inhabitants. A large pressed brick and white
stone building, containing twenty-one recitation, assembly, and office
rooms, has been erected on a campus containing 40 acres of land. The
same legislature provided for the support of the university a tax levy
of one-half mill on all taxable property of the Territory.

When the lands known as the Cherokee Outlet were opened to set-
tlement, section 13 in each township was reserved from settlement for
the university, agricultural college, and normal-school purposes. By
act of Congress the Territory was authorized to lease these lands and
to devote the income from them for the purposes for which they were
reserved from settlement. The different sources of support provide an
annual income of from $15,000 to $20,000. The faculty now consists of
six professors and the president. Allthe members of the faculty have
been trained for their special work in the best educational institutions
of the country. The work of the university is divided into prepara-
tory, collegiate, pharmaceutical, and musical departments. It is
expected to add other departments as the resources of the institution
willpermit. Thereisalready a strong demand for both alaw and a med-
ical department.

The courses of study are all of about the same standard as is required
in the best State universities of the West. It has been found neces-
sary to establish a preparatory departinent, but this will be dispensed
with as the high schools and academies develop sufficiently to supply
its place. The coming collegiate year will witness the first graduation
from the college department. The equipments of the university con-
sist in the usual furniture for assembly room, recitation rooms, and
oftice, of a well-equipped chemical laboratory, a good physical labora-
tory, considerable apparatus for instruction in biology, and a well-
selected library. The headquarters of the Territorial Historical Society
is located in the building. It is making a complete collection of the
current history of the Territory that is already worthy of great praise
and will be very valuable to the future historian of the West. The
campus has becn improved, 6 acres of trees having been planted, which
are in a thrifty, growing condition. The enrollment of the university
for the last year was 122, every county of the Territory being repre-
sented. Of these, 98 were males and 74 were females. Classified as
to occupation of parents, 108 were the children of farmers, 22 of mer-
chants, 14 of lawyers, and 26 miscellaneous. The enrollment the first
year was 119, the second year 137, the third year 142, the fourth year
149, and the fifth and last year 172, showing an increase over the
previous year of 23, The indications all point toward an attendance
of considerably over 200 students the coming year.
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THE AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE.

The work of this college is well stated by the law of Congress making
annual appropriations for its support. This provides that the funds
granted under this act can be used “only for instruction in agriculture,
the mechanic arts, the English language, and the various branches of
mathematical, physical, natural, and economic science, with special
reference to their application in the industries of life.” Under this law
the college received $22,000 for the last year and will receive $23,000
for the ensuing year. It also receives one-third of the rental received
from sections 13 in the * Cherokee Outlet.” The college is under the
direction of a board of six regents, the governor being one ex officio,
and five being appointed by him and confirmed by the council. A sub-
stantial and well-arranged college building has been erected, but is
already overcrowded. By gift of the citizens of Stillwater the college
owns a tract of 200 acres of land. The faculty numbers eleven well-
trained instructors, two of whom give chief attention to the preparatory
department. The relatively liberal endowment has made it possible to
provide an unusually good library and collections of apparatus for
illustration in the teaching of science.

The laws of the Territory indicate the intention that this shall be
especially a college for the people and not for any one class. No fees
of any kind are required from students. Pupils are admitted direct
from the common schools. The full course of four years leads to the
degree of bachelor of science, but it is arranged to give the greatest
help to those able to attend for only one or two years.

The funds received from the United States can not be used tor the
erection of buildings, and there is not vet accommodations sufficient to
make 1t possible to establish a mechanic arts department. Aside from
this the work of the college conforms in letter and spirit to the pro-
visions of the endowment act.

As a department of the college, an agricultural experiment station
has been established, receiving annually $15,000 from the United States
Government. This station makes use of the greater part of the 200
acres for its field experiments. It also has a small chemical laboratory
and stables for experiments in stock feeding. Bulletins are regularly
issued giving the results ot the experiments and investigations. Seven
members of the college faculty are also engaged in work as members
of the station staff.

During the past year there were 131 students in attendance and a
second graduating classreceived the degree. 'T'here are indications of a
marked increase in attendance for the coming year, as well as many
evidences of increased interest in the work of the experiment station,

TIIE NORMAL SCHOOL AT EDMOND.

The legislature of 1891 authorized the establishment of the Territo-
rial Normal School, and it was the first of the Territorial institutions
to open its doors to those desiring a higher education, starting at once
in a local church building.

With many obstacles to overcome, the institution has prospered from
the very start, and year by year it has grown in popularity, and the
session just closed under the management of President Edmund D.
Murdaugh had an attendance of about 200 students, and, judging from
-the correspondence and inquiries, there will be in attendance the coming
year not less than 300 students
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The school has long since been removed to its own substantial home,
situated on grounds overloooking a vast and beautiful expanse of
country surrounding the town of Iidmond, on the main line of the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad.

The building was carefully planned, well constructed of native red
sandstone of fine quality, is heated and ventilated by the most approved
system, and, together with furniture and fixtures, has cost about
$35,000. This school is entirely out of debt.

The principal aim ot the normal school is to fully equip the teacher
for his important work. While the course of study must be in harmony
with the absolute requirements of our common schools, it must not stop
at this. It has a broader field than merely fitting one to teach. It
must train him never to lose sight of the most approved methods, to do
his work with force and skill, and fully arm and equip those who leave
its halls to successfully battle with the exigencies always to be met in
the path of honorable citizenship.

With the beginning of the fall session a model school and training
department for young teachers will be established and placed in charge
of a teacher trained for this class of work.

With a school especially designed for the training of teachers, the
importance of this department can not well be averestimated, for it
enables the young teacher to acquire the most approved method in the
art of instructing and to avoid the mistakes commonly made by inex-
perienced teachers.

At a recent meeting, the board of education made liberal appropri-
ations for the purchase of books, which will give the institution about
1,500 carefully selected volumes. There was made a further appropri-
ation for the completion of the laboratory and the purchase of chemicals
and such other supplies as are necessary for the full equipment of the
institution for scientific work. With such encouragement, excellent
results may be confidently expected.

THE NORMAL SCHOOL AT ALVA.

Provision was made by the fourth general assembly for the estab-
lishinent of a new normal school at Alva, in Woods County, Okla.,
and the board of regents of the Edmond Normal School is charged
with the management and control of the new school. Ample provision
was also made for its maintenance.

Alva is sitnated in the heart of a very thickly inhabited portion in
the middle western part of the Territory, and in what is known as the
¢Cherokee Strip,” and the establishment of this school is due perhaps
more to the desire ot the legislature to recognize the political impor-
tance and claims of the ¢ West Side” and the “ Strip” than to any
immediate necessity for actual educational purposes. However, if
present crop prospects are realized this fall, the capacity of all our
Territorial educational institutions will be severely tested, and the
necessity for this new school will be demonstrated this year, and
the wisdom of its establishment by the legislature can be no longer
questioned. It is but fair to add that the people of the town of Alva
donated 40 acres of land as a suitable site for this school, and voted
an issue of $5,000 in bonds, the proceeds to be used to erect a suitable
school building. This school will be open for students this season.

INT 97 —MIs—34
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During the year just closing $71,722.53 has been so distributed, mak-
ing 81 cents per capita going to the different counties, as follows :

School-fund apportionment,

Beaver......................0 $T98.27  Logan ... ... ... .. .... $6 425,46
Blaine ........_............L. 2,427.99 2, 274. 60
Canadian ...._.....__. ... 3,618.57 | 5, 272. 56
Cleveland.._......._....._... 4,038.75 2, 558. 24
Custer ............ ... 1, 406. 58 ) 4, 280. 85
Do e 713.73 1+ Pottawatomio................ 4,827.36
Day. e i 179.07 Roger Mills ... .__...__._.. 553. 35
Garfield.. ... ._....._...... 3,933.03 Washita ... ool 1,792. 50
Grant ... ... ... ... ... ... 3,518.31 Woods....................... 6,240.72
Greer c...o. i 2,070.57 Woodward ................... 991. 04
Kay .l 3,041.93 —_—
Kingtisher ..........o........ 4,869.30 Total ...._............. T1,722.53
Lincoln ... ... ... ...... 4,914.15

I desire to commend the public schools of the Territory and the effi-
cient work being done therein., The future of any Commonwealth is
assured by so generous and successful an education of the mass of the
whole people.

OTIIER SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.

In addition to the excellent common schools and the higher Territorial
institutions of learning, there are a number of schools and colleges of
a private or sectarian nature.

The Congregational Church has a collegeat Kingfisher and an academy
at Perry. The Roman Catholics have parochial schools in most of the
towns, a seminary for girls at Guthrie, a college at Sacred Heart, several
large mission schools in the Osage Nation, as well as missions among
the Kiowas and Cowmanches. The Friends have mission schools among
the Shawnee and Kickapoo Indians, and the Presbyterians, Baptists,
Mennonites, Episcopalians, and Congregationalists have mission schools
and mission stations among the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, Kiowas,
Comanches, aud Apaches. Well up toward a hundred thousand dollars
was spentin mission school work among these latter tribes alone during
the past year.

The Methodists will build a hall in connection with the Territorial
university, and flourishing business colleges are being conducted at
Guthrie, Elreno, Oklahoma City, and Shawnee.

The Government schools for Indians form an important part of the
educational work of Oklahoma. On each reservation are the regular
reservation schools, with comfortable buildings, excellent equipment,
and efticient teachers; the schools at Darlington, Pawnee, and Shawnee-
town deserving special mention.

At Chilocco is Haworth Institute, with magnificent stone buildings
and modern equipments, costing considerably over $100,000, a corps of
a score or more of teachers and 500 scholars representing all of the
Indian tribes of the Southwest.

It is unfortunate, however, that the employees at these Government
schools have been placed in the classified list of public servants. To
insure active, energetic service the tenure of their service should be
entirely at the discretion of the Indian Bureau and in the reservation
schools under the direction of the Indian agent.
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The death list seems to be abnormally large, but is explained by the
superintendent of the asylum, Dr. John Threadgill, in his report to
myself, as follows:

Our death list would not be nearly so large if the boards of insanity of the different
counties were moro careful in not waiting so long to send some of the unfortunates
here, as many of those who have died were in a moribund condition when received
here. Wehave not yet had a death in the asylum frowm fever, pneumonia, dysentery,
or any of the prevalent discases of the country. At all times the asylum has been
free of sickness, and no death has over occurred in the asylum from sickness origi-
nating in it. At the present time all the patients in the asylum are in a healthy
condition.

Under the contracts the Territory pays $25 per month for the care of
each patient, the amount paid for the year ending June 30 aggregating
$39,812.75. The cost of transportation was $2,987.49 for the year.

The asylum is a substantial structure of brick and stone, built with
all modern improvements, well located, and equipped in every way, and
the care and attention given the patients has been of the best, The
laws, however, regulating the admission and discharge of patients are
crude and unsatisfactory, and it is quite possible that a number of
those committed by the various counties would be more properly cared
for at homes for the indigent and poor rather than at an ayslum for the
insane.

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS. .

In a social and religious way Oklahoma will compare favorably with
any State in the Union. The people have the same social connections,
attend the same gatherings, belong to the same churches, and listen to
the same preaching of the same gospel and worship in the same way as
do the people of Ohio, New York, or New England. The same social
customs are observed, the same manner of dress prevails as is found
in any civilized and enlightened community. There is no border ruffian-
ism, no everyday, open outlawry, no semi-savage barbarity, such as is
depicted in some unreliable journals or has found belief in the minds
of misguided and uninforined individuals in unprogressive communities,

The percentage of crime among all classes is lower than in half of
the States in the Union, all laws are, as a general thing, enforced, and
churches and other religious institutions receive liberal support.

Nearly every town has its literary society or Chautauqua circle, good
lecture courses are carried on, the best of concerts and theatrical enter-
tainments are well patronized, and the legislative and inaugural balls
and bancuets and other gatherings of note at the capital and otherlead-
ing cities will bear the closest comparison with similar affairs in any
State or Territory.

All of the leading religious branches of work are carried on, and the
fraternal organizations are strong and effective. We give below figures
obtained from the leading ones:

Christian Church.

Number of organizations. ... ... . ... il it i ceea 80
MembershIp ..o i it iieeeeeeieeeceee e 6, 000
Church buildings oo oo et i e 15
Value of buildings. ... ... o e e e $30, 000
Preachers. ... .t iiecieceeiieaaee. 55
Colored preachers. ... .o i e e 2
Colored churches ... ... .o it i eiaee e, 3
Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor organizations............ 25
Sundayschools. ... .o, 36

C. W, B. M. organizations ...... ... ... il iiiiie i ieceei e 7
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Presbyterian.
L0333 R 5 T T 4
Membership < ... oo e eaaan 1,480
Chureh buildings ... . . e 24
Value of church property ... . o oo i i $35, 000
Colored churches ... o i ciieceaanae- 1
Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor...........ooaveoooaon .. 35
Sunday $ehools. .. e e et 47
g Y T3 27
Sunday school missionaries. .. ... it i iiicia i 4
Episcopal.
Organized MisSIONS .« .o ot e ot i iicaeecacen et ceaaan ———nn 13
Other regular stations. .. ... .. o i iiiiiiiiicaiieiaans
Chureh buildings ... ..o i
ParSONAZOS - oot i e e e e e e
L3 ) o
Communicants ... . ... . i i
Value of church property - ... ..o oo it i aieaeaeaeacmnan
Chapter St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
Daughters of the King ......ccoeo. ...
Children in Sunday school
Number of churches. .. oo oo oot e e e ccceceacae e e e 72
7.7 - R $68, 980
Parsonages - .o e e .- 25
17 1 T R e $10, 300
Paid for buidings and improvements dUring FOaT . coeeeeome ceaneaaemnn-. $6, 381
Paid on old indebtedness ... $2,782.75
Members....... et e e e e e e mmae e e e e 5, 405
Total white membership ......c.co oo ice e ceeeecee e 900
Indian members. .. ... it i i iiiiii it 200
Indian missions .. .. .. ... .. ... iiieiiieiieiaiiianann 5
Sehool8 .. oo i - 1
Congregational.
Organizations. . ... ..o it ottt e e ieieiiaece e 90
Membership .. .........c...... - 2, 500
Chureh huildings................. ... .. 60
Value of church pmperty . $50, 000
New churches organized last ) ear. 14
Preachers.......... ... 49
C010Ted CLUTCRES. - - v evee e o oo e oo 1
Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor ........................... 28
Membership, Society of Christian Endeavor...... .. ... ............... 928
Sunday 8ehools.. oo ool e 96
Membership . ... ... e
Missiopary appropriations...........
Collected and expended on field.....
Benevolent contributions.... ... . ... ...l
Grants to build churches since 1889
Expended by Home Missionary Society....c..ooooioommaa s $70, 000
Roman Catholic.
Bishops 1
Priests. ... o 21
Churches 28
Chapels 6
Stations visited 80
Membership ... ... ... 11, 000
New residences for priests........ 6
ACAAEIIIEE . ..o oottt it e et e et e eiee e nen 4
College fOr DOFB . . .. .ot e e e e e et eeeeee e e aaas 1
Schoolsfor boysand girls.. . ... . ... ... . e ianaaas 4
Schools for COlOTed.. ... oot e e e e aa 3
L0 I 1 R 4
DS (T Y175 2PN 1
$80, 000

Value of school and church property..........ccveeiieiirinnnnnacanenanas
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Perry district.—The good lands are about all occupied. Pawnee
County has 2,686 acres and Noble County 217 acres vacant, some of
which is good grazing and fruit land.

Mangum district (Greer County).—Greer County was long considered
a part of Texas, but was given to Oklahoma by a decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States March 16, 1896, and was by Congress at
once created a separate land district with a land office at Mangum and
a provision for throwing the unoccupied lands open to settlement early
in 1897,

H. D. McKnight, register of the land office, writes of the district as
follows:

This land district contains in round numbers 1,372,666 acres. In June we disposed
of 18,320 acres, leaving 1,354,346 acres open to settlement July 1. It is estimated
that there are 2,000 preference-right settiers in the county who are entitled to 320
acres each, which will take 640,000 acres and leave 732,666 acres open to homestead
settlement with only the land-office fees to pay to secure 160 acres.

Persons who are not preference-right settlers can file at any time by making affi-
davit that the land applied for is not claimed by a preference-right settler, and the
majority of those who have filed have done so in this way. Greer is one of the best
counties in Oklahoma, and the soil is well suited for corn, cotton, wheat, and oats,
but almost anything will grow and produce in abundance if put in the ground and
tended as it should be, regardless of the statements that this is only a grazing
country. I never saw such crops anywhere as are grown in this county this year.
Wheat has averaged 25 bushels to the acre and oats three times as much. Corn and
cotton loolk fine.

All laws are enforced and the people are unusually law abiding. 7There is not one
person in our jail and has not been since the May term of court, and but one man
under bond. I never saw better people in my life than live in this county.

Thousands of the homeless people of the States will undoubtedly
find comfortable and prosperous homes on these vacant lands in the

Territory,and I hope that all that are available will be speedily taken up.
SCHOOL LANDS.

There are about 2,300 sections of common school, college, and public-
building lands in the Territory, exclusive of Greer County. Sections
16 and 36 in each township were set apart by act of Congress for the
benefit of common schools. Indemnity lands, 101,000 acres in the Kicka-
poo country and about 23,000 acres in Woodward County, have been
selected in lieu of sections 16 and 36 in the Osage, Ponca, Otoe, and
Missouri reservations, the eastern, middle, and western saline reserves
and deficiencies on account of fractional townships, ete., and are nearly
all leased.

In Pawnee, Noble, Kay, Grant, Garfield, Woods, and Woodward
counties, commonly called the *Strip,” sections 13 and 33 are reserved,
the former for the use of the agricultural college at Stillwater, the nor-
mal at Edmond, and the university at Norman, and the latter for the
erection of public buildings.

East of range 14 west of the Indian meridian these lands are leased
by the quarter section, limiting each lessee to one-quarter, at an aver-
age yearly rental of about $35, leases limited to three years. Lessees
desiring to renew their leases are given preference rights upon certain
conditions, and are amply protected in their improvements,

West of range 14 west the lands are leased principally by the sec-
tion for grazing purposes, the minimum price being $33 a year per
section, and in Beaver County $20 per section. Counting by quar-
ters, there are in all about 6,000 quarters leased, or nearly two-thirds of
the entire amount outside of Greer County.
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There are many quarter sections of good agricultural land 'still
unleased which will make very desirable homes for new settlers, and
the system of transfer of leases enables persons to buy out lessees on
excellent improved quarters, often with growing crops thereon, and
secure comfortable homes on productive farms at a very low figure.

The school-land department is well organized, transacting a very
large amount of business in a most expeditious manner. In addition
to arranging all the leases, collecting rentals, and making transfers of
leases, this department looks after the appraising of the improvements
on the lands, furnishes to all inquirers lists of vacant lands and full
information as to the method of leasing, transfer, etc., transacting a
greater amount of business than any other department of the Territory.

It is estimated that 300 new leases will be made at the public leas-
ing to be had this fall, and that nearly, if not all of the old lessees
whose leases expire the present year will renew. It is the intention
to commence leasing not later than January next in Greer County,
where four sections in each township have been reserved for common
schools, colleges, and public buildings.

Your attention is respectfully called to the subjoined tables and state-
ments, showing receipts and expenditures, apportionment, and net pro-
ceeds for each year from June 30, 1891, to June 30, 1897, amount of
notes on hand, etc.

Receipts and expenditures for the year ending June 30, 1897.

On hand June 80, 1896. ... . ..uneeinr i i iciaeaann $42, 916. 48
Recetved from June 30, 1896, to June 30, 1897....... ... .... 108, 902. 84
e $151, 819. 32
Expenses for the year....... ..o ieane i, 9, 796. 06
To treasurer ... ... .o i e e 137,924.18
Returned to applicants. ... ... ... il 638. 97
Balanceon hand ... oot it ieae., cee. 3,460.11
—— 151,819.32

Receipts and erpenditures of each fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897.

COMMON SCHOOL.

Cash Teeeived. ..on e i i e iiei e $80, 447. 31
B D50 5 TC R $6, 871. 66
Returned to applicants. . - 358. 05
Net Proceeds.ceecere e coieiersnctevnconssannacnens . 73,217.60
. ———  80,447.31
COLLEGE,
Cashreceived..ou iieieierniaaiae it iiiiiiceaeieneaceeneneene. .. 13,528.51
Expenses ................... 1, 461. 82
Returned to applicants.... .. e - 129. 08
Net proceeds. e eeee veeieneenoeeaeesceaeieeensnsasnonnnn 11, 937. 61
——  13,528.51
PUBLIC BUILDINGS.
Cash received...coeeveeniiirnenioiaieiineiiinncsecesosancecncennnae.. 14,927.02
Expenses .. ... ... e i eiieiiiieaeas 1, 462.58
Returned to applicants.... ... ... ... ... .i.oi..... 151.84
Net proceeds.coceeveeninnuenennnn. feeerceaanea. eeeeaaeaes 13, 312. 60
—_— 14,927.02

Total net Proceeds . ......coueuneiitieroeecanenaescacacoacaeacans 98, 467,81
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by farmers and business men. Examiner Pugh says the deposits have
increased 25 per cent in the last two months, which goes to show that
the farmers and business men are getting on a cash basis and are
enjoying bank accounts. This is a remarkable showing for so young
a Territory, where everything has been taken out of the earth in from
four to eight years.

NATIONAL BANK STATEMENT.
The reports of the five national banks made to the Comptroller of
Currency summarize as follows:

Resources :

Loans and diSCoUnts . coenn oottt i e i e ieeeaaanaaaa $267, 250. 77
Overdrafts ........co oo ceen i 7 774.91
United States bonds to secure cirenlation......................... 62, 500. 00
Premium on United States bonds...... ... . ... . ... 2, 250. 00
Stock securities, ete. ..o oo ol oL il T8, 842. 41
Buildings, furniture, and fixtures..... .. ... .. .. .. . .. .... 14, 300. 00
Other real estate and mortgages.. ... ... . ... ..., 4, 375.00
Due from other national banks. ... ... .o .o .ol 80, 803. 55
Duo from State and private banks._ .. ... . . oo il 11, 588. 59
Due from approved reserve agents._ ... ... ... .. ........oia..o 200, 120. 63
Checks and other cash items._ . ... . ... .. .. .. ... ..ol 3,240. 40
Exchanges for clearing house.... .. .. . o .o ioooiiiiiaaa.. 300. 34
Notes of other national banks. ... . ... .. . .. ... 24, 225. 00
[0 75, 358. 37
Five per cent redemption fund.... .. ... . ... ..o.oiioL. 2, 812.50

B S T 866, 042. 47

Liabilities:

Capital stock paid in.. ... Ll 250, 000. 00
SUrplus fund . ..o e e e 32, 800. 00
Undivided profits less expenses.... .. ... .......oiiiiiiioa.n. 8,411, 23
National bank notes ontstanding..............o. . .. . 54, 610. 00
Duo to other national banks. ... .. ... cceeeiaooiiooiaiiaaaanaiaaan 2,674.48
Due to State and private banks and bankers... ... .. ... .. ... ... 32,434.31
Due to approved reserve agents.. .. .. ... ... ... ... 1, 876. 39
Individual deposits. ... ... ol 483, 236. 06

Total . i e e iieeaceeiaeaa e $66,042,00

These reports all show a large increase of deposits and of cash on
hand over a year ago, and the receipts from the sale of crops within
the next ninety days will greatly augment the deposits above the
present figures.

BUILDING AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS.

Oklahoma’s law provides thoroughly for the organization, manage-
ment, and encouragement of building and loan associations, but owing
to the eramped financial condition of many localities in the past but few
associations have been organized, there being one each at Guthrie,
Shawnee, Norman, and Pawnee. All these associations are flourishing
and paying good semi-annual dividends. The Guthrie association,which
has been in existence six years, has nearly $150,000 of the capital sub-
seribed, about one-third of which is paid up, and has made about
120 loans, almost every one meaning the construetion of a new home
to be owned by the borrower.

The dividends the first four years exceeded 24 per cent per annum;
the past two years have been about 13 per cent per annum. Other
cities are considering the question of organizing associations, which
should be in every community, as no other means are as effectual in
building up a city and adding to its permanency.
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AGRICULTURE.

After all, it is upon the tiller of the soil and the results of his labors
that the real progress and prosperity of the entire Territory rests; agri-
culture and her handmaiden horticulture are the mainstays of any
prairie community.

Oklahoma’s progress in agriculture has been in keeping with her
advance in all things, and this year she comes before the people with
the greatest crop of grains and other products ever raised upon an equal
area of land.

The partial failures of the farmers the first few years in Oklahoma
were due more from a failure to plant the right thing at the right time
than from any lack of rain or fault of the climate. Few settlers realized
how far South they had come, how great was the difterence of seasons,
and how differently must the crops be raised. Each year they have
Jearned better how to farm successfully in this latitude, until this year
the efforts seem all tohave been crowned with success and a crop record
made which astonishes the world.

-

WIIEAT,

Farmers have generally been successful in raising wheat in the Ter-
ritory, and an extra large acreage put in last fall, with a winter and
spring favorable to its growth and development, produced a crop this
year that is really marvelous in its magnitude. The total yield of the
Territory will surely reach 20,000,000 bushels or over, and enough has
already been thrashed to show yields per acre that are almost beyond
belief. The harvest began in May, and early in June Oklahoma was
marketing train loads of wheat.

Few fields fall below 18 bushels per acre, while the general average
is undoubtedly in excess of 25 bushels. Fields of 100 acres or more
yielded as high as 34 bushels per acre straight through, and many
smaller tracts ran to 40 and 45 bushels.

At the experiment station at Stillwater several varieties went over
50 bushels per acre, and a well-authenticated yield is reported from
Kay County of 4 acres running 55 bushels per acre.

Many yields of from 40 to 46 and 48 bushels are reported on the best
of authority, and the buyers and mill men report the wheat so well
filled as to overrun in weight from 4 to 8 pounds per bushel. Kay
County is the banner wheat county of the Territory, and in passing
through it it seemed as though the whole county was one vast wheat
field.

A visitor who climbed to the court-louse tower in Newkirk, the
county seat, on June 30, counted 1,960 wheat stacks and 186 straw
stacks within a radius of 6 miles. In the southern part of the county
G. W. Miller Las his famous 2,500-acre wheat field, and across theriver,
in the Osage country, 600, 800, and 1,000 acre wheat fields are common.

A Logan County farmer paid off an $800 mortgage and built a new
home with his wheat crop. A Nebraska man bought a Garfield County
farm for $600 in March and realized $900 from the wheat growing on
it. A Blaine County man who tried to sell out and took a %25 deposit
last fall, bought seed wheat with the money after the would-be purchaser
had backed out, and sold 8500 worth of wheat this summer.

The Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railway, which shipped out 297
cars of wheat last year, is preparing to handle 2,000 cars this year, and
the other railways expect a proportionate increase in their business.

INT 97—MIS 35
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in the amount rauised has been very rapid since then. Last year Okla-
homa marketed about 40,000 bales, but the acreage and condition of
the cotton at this time insures a crop three times as large this year.

Lincoln County is the banner cotton county of the Territory, the
acreage there this year being about 90,000.

Cotton in Oklahoma produces on an average from one-half to three-
fourths of a bale to the acre, and the case of marketing and the ready
cash buyers always on hand make it a very desirable crop. To the
man with a large family it is the ideal thing to grow upon 10 or 20
acres, as boys and girls down to a very tender age can pick cotton as
well as a man. Iven while cotton growing was in an experimental
stage in the Territory Oklahoma cotton took first premium at the
World’s IFair, and it has since been rated high in the markets of the

world.
WATERMELONS,

By the first of July of each year Oklahoma begins to market her
melon crop, and before the month is out they are going by the car load
to all the cities of the North and Iast. Several hundred cars were
shipped out last year, and the crop will be much larger this ycar. The
home consumption of melons is enormous, as the low price at which
they sell puts them within the reach of all. A 40-pound melon can be
bought most any day for a nickel, and 60, 70, and 80 pound ones are
not uncommon. Several are reported in last year’s crop that tipped
the scales at 110 pounds.

HAY,

During the year the Territory has marketed thousands of tons of
prairie hay in addition to supplying the home consumption, Alfalfa is
proving very profitable, producing from two to four crops a season.
Clover does well, and timothy is being successfully started in some
sections.

OTHER PRODUCTS,

There are many other products of the Oklahoma farms which are
finding their way to market. A considerable quantity of excellent
broom corn was marketed the past year. Some flax is grown, and rye
and barley are raised to a limited extent, both producing well.

Oklahoma this year marketed a dozen carloads or more of early
potatoes at a time when prices were very high in the North. Sweet
potatoes produce 200 bushels and over per acre, and are of excellent
quality.

STOCK RABSING,

Her vast expanse of plainscarpeted with luxuriant grasses, an abun-
dant supply of fresh water, long summers and short, mild winters, and
an almost complete immunity from many of the diseases of domestie
animals makes Oklahona a paradise for stock raisers. Cattle and hogs
takethelead, though some attention is being paid each year to horses and
sheep, and poultry forms no inconsiderable item in the products of the
Territory.

The western third of the Territory is devoted very largely to cattle
raising, and upon the great areas of virgin prairie many thousands
of head of cattle pasture the year round. This industry is not devoted
to the west alone, however, for great herds are fattened on the Indian
reservations in the east and south, and every farmer has cattle of hisown
preparing for market, and sells his surplus corn and “roughness” to
Texas feeders shipped in to fatten in the winter,
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HORTICULTURE.

Time has proved Oklahoma 1o be a fruit country, and her fruits will
this year be seen on the markets of the nation.

R. Kleiner, president of the Oklahoma Couunty Horticultural Asso-
ciation, in a report to this office, after telling of the agricultural advan-
tages of the Territory, says:

Oklahoma’s future lies in its horticultural capacity. There can be no further doubt
a8 to the success of fruit growing in this Territory. I'ivesuccessive crops of peaches
have been gathered from orchards that have been planted above the late frost line
in spring, and the fruit is not surpassed anywhere east of the Rocky Mountains in
size, flavor, and color; specimens of 9 to 104 inches in cirenmference are commnon.
All pit fruit has done well. The Japan varicties of pliuns are doing excecdingly
well, giving extraordinary yields of fine-flavored and large-sized fruit. Apricots
and cherries are giving satisfaction, as are all pit fruits.

Apples and pears have not come into tull bearing, bnt from present indications
there need be no fear of failure, and the orchardists are jubilant at the prospects
before them. The standard varieties, such as the Missouri Pippin, Winesap, Jona-
than, Ben Davis, Romanite, and many others, are uow reasonably loaded with large
and very fine fruit of first-class market qualities.

With a few exceptions overy variety of grapes are surprising the owners of vine-
yards with an extraordinary yicld of the very best quality of grapes. In well-tilled
vineyards 20 pounds of grapes to the vine is about an average, and 600 vines to the
acre will give this year a prospective yield of 6 tons to tho acre.

Our elimate is especially adapted to the perfect maturing of grapes, which is a
great advantage in the manufacture of wine. Wine made from Oklahoma grapes
will mature very soon, and is pronounced by experts to he cqual to the hest California
or I'renchimported wines. A very large proportion of the Territory is adapted to the
culture of grapes.

With a judicious sclection of location, soil, and varieties, the intelligent horti-
culturists are bound in the near future to push this Territory to the front as a fruit-
growing country, and supply and contribute alarge share to the wants of the Northern
and Eastern States.

OKLAHOMA PEACHES.

Up to this time peaches have been the principal fruit erop of the Ter-
ritory, and the yield has been such in quantity and quality that Okla-
homa can well rest her reputation as a fruit-producing section upon
them alone.

The crop of peaches last fall was large, and many were shipped to out-
side markets, though the demand from the newer portions of the Terri-
tory consumed much of the surplus crop. This year the Territory will
ship several hundred carloads to the markets North and East, and even
to points in the South. The earliest varieties ripen here the first part
of June, and heavy shipments are already being made to city markets,

At the Territorial fuir in Guthrie last October many specimens of
both clings and freestones weighing from 8 to 14 ounces and measur-
ing from 9 to 12inches in circumference were shown, and the Oklahoma
peaches shipped to market have attracted attention, both for size and
flavor, and will undoubtedly supplant the California fruits in many

places. .
APPLES,

Apple orchards are beginning to bear and those borne on young
trees last year were a guaranty of the success of apple growing here.
All the orchards are loaded this year with every indication of a good
crop. Many magnificent specimens of standard varieties were shown
at the Territorial fair.

GRAPES.

Grapes of almost every kind, including the celebrated Mission
grapes, and several varieties of raisins do well here, and the crop this
year will reach thousands of tons.
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agricultural and therefore the mineral laws of the United States do
not apply, little if any effort has been made to develop our mineral
resources.

This subject will therefore be more properly dealt with and more
fully referred to under the heading of undeveloped resources.

UNDEVELOPED RESOURCES

Few States in the Union have greater undeveloped resources than
Oklahoma.

As a matter of course her greatest resources are in her agricultural,
horticultural, and stock-raising possibilities, but a careful investigation
will show many other resources. At very many places in the Territory
there are indications of coal. At several points along the eastern side
have good veins been found, and at Ralston and Osage City, in Pawnee
County, a fairly good quantity of coal has been mined for months.

At Pawhnska, in the Osage Nation, two test wells have produced
petroleum of superior grade, while there are many indications of oil at
other places in the reservation, and also in Payne and Pawnee counties,
and the Kaw and Comanche reservations in the southwest.

Nearly every county has good building stone; in Kay County are
some of the best flagging quarries in the West, and in-the Wichita
Mountains are inexhaustible supplies of granite. Natural cement beds
have been opened at Okarche, Canadian County, and Newkirk, Kay
County, while the gypsum piled up in great blocks at places in Blaine
County would supply the United States with plaster.

Several of the streams are strongly impregnated with salt, and near
Okarche, Blaine County, are salt springs with a remarkably strong
percentage of salt, where the best salt is now manufactured in large
quantities by simple evaporation. In Woods and Woodward counties
are saline reserves of many thousands of acres which for a large part
of the year are covered with a coat of pure salt glistening white in the
sun like fields of snow.

In the northeastern part of the Territory and in the Wichita Moun-
tains in the southwest there are good indications of iron and zine, and
iron ore is found in several different localities. There have been rumors
of rich gold fields in the Wichita Mountains for years, and within a few
months gold and silver have been mined on a paying basis in the Nav-
ajoe Mountains, in Greer County. A rich deposit of asphaltum is
reported near Fort Sill.

In Oklahoma’s great fruit yield are large possibilities for canning
factories and preserve establishments. In her cotton yield openings
for cotton and oil mills ané numerous other resources, as yet undevel-
oped, will in time make suecessful factories of various kinds a compo-
nent part of the progress and prosperity of our coming State.

INDIANS.

There are in the Territory at this time 12,631 Indians, under the care
of five different agencies, the number of each tribe being as follows:

OSAGE AGENCY.

WHITE EAGLE AGENCY.

Poneas. cocoeeiiiaen i e 596 | Ot0eS .cnovoveens e ceeeecaaas 354
Pawnees . .occvvviienianiaan.. 702 | Tonkawas......ccceeeieencennnan. bb
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mueh laudable pride in their individual possessions as their more fortunate white
neighbors. With due allowance for their ignorance and inability to comprehend the
force and effect of local laws, thoy are indeed a most law-abiding people. Fewer
crimes are committed by them than by the white settlers ot the Territory, and to
their credit be it said they are more mindful of their pecuniary ohligations than their
more enlightened white brothers. They show a considerable desire to adopt civilized
habits. The men, as a rule, wear citizens’ clothiug, which they preserve with carve,
always keeping one good suit for special occasions. The women cling to the shawl
and squaw dress as more comfortable for wear while pursuing their daily avoea-
tions, but they are now relieved of much drudgery and toil once imposed upon them

~ by the male members of the tribe, while the hurden of the heaviest work is now
borne, as it should be, by the stronger sex.

Under the progressive measures that have been enforced at this agency, many of
the old tribal customs have been abrogated. Now it is rarely that forbidden prac-
tices are indulged in. They are subservient to the rules and regulations of the
Department and the instrnctions of their agent, and are beginning to recognize
the advantages of education for their children. The opposition onec made to placing
them in schools is fast disappearing.

Rapid advaneement has been made among thoe progressive Indians of this agency,
and marked improvement is apparent in their manner and habits over their condi-
tion of a few years ago.

A laudable desire to live in houses and to adopt the habits of the white man is
becoming more evident. The women are less progressive.

The desire of these Indians to live in houses on their allotments has become so
general, that proportionately a very limited number could he accommodated in this
line during the past year. Neventy-four dwelling houses were erected on allotments
during the ycar, at a total cost of $6,696 to the Government, to which the sum of
$4,325 was contributed by the Indians out of their own private funds. They are
generally 2-room honses, plastered or cciled, containing 384 square feet of floor
space, although scveral 3 and 4 room houses were crected by the most pro-
gressive ones. All of these houses are now occupied and a number of them are
supplicd with all necessary household furniture, and are as comfortable as most of
those of their white neighbors. There are, moreover, a number of Indians who are
prepared to build houses, but who, for want of materials, conld not up to date be
accommodated by me.

Capt. F. B. Baldwin, agent of the Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches,
says of those tribes:

The Indians of this reservation have been advancing in all respeets every day, and
their prospects for the future are, in my opinion, very bright. They are doing more
tfarming, raising more stock, and in every way following more and more civilized
pursuits.

Contrary to the general belief that the Indians are rapidly becoming
extinct, the records of the agencies show that in a majority of tribes
during the past year the births in the tribe exceed the deaths,

But few real crimes are committed by the Indians of the Territory,
and the courts or officers of the law have had but little trouble with
them.

INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

L4

No Indian lands have been opened to settlement during the past year.
The people have watched anxiously the progress of making allotments
in the Wichita Reservation, and waited in vain for some tidings of the
opening of these fertile lands to settlement.

Thousands of people are anxious to obtain homes upon lands which
are of no use or benefit to the Indians, and it does seem that the ends
of justice and right would best be subserved by a speedy opening to
settlement of the Wichita and affiliated tribes reservation, and also
that of the Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache tribes, both of which were
treated tor by the Government several years ago.

I respectfully urge such action by the Department as will lead to the
settlement of the controversy as to the real title of these lands and the
early throwing of them open to settlement under the homestead laws
of the United States.
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deleterious, atmospheric, and climatic conditions that sometimes, even
when great commercial prosperity exists, brings but sorrow through loss
of health or life itself.

The time of which Professor Huxley spoke in one of his optimistic
moments, ‘“The time is coming when a friend meeting another in the
street will as soon ask, ‘Are you honest,’ as are you well?” has not yet
arrived. The loss to the State from the untimely death of her citizens
is, from an economic point of view, at least worthy of contemplation,
The State protects the property of her citizens, educates her children,
and punishes crimme. Are any of these things of more value than health?
Health is a combination of wealth, happiness, and power; hence the
State owes it to her own self-preservation as well as to her people to, so
far as in her power lays, protect her citizens in the enjoyment of healtl.

Oklahoma is the ¢“Sunny France” ot America, and in many respects
resembles that land. Its large proportion of days of sunshine, its por-
ous soil and freedom from stagnant pools, its constant cooling breezes
from the Gulf, which always tempers its otherwise hot days and nights,
together with its abundant supply of pure water, all conduce to make
it one of the most healthful spots in America.

The depressing influence of damp, cloudy days and foggy nights, com-
mon to many localities in the East, that are so injurious to health and
trying to the sickly,are unknown here. The exposure, due toinclemency
of weather, to wet, to sleet, to mud, so trying to those employed in out
of door pursuits of the North, is much modified in our climate. Seed
time and harvest are not so often interrupted, as is the case in many
districts, by continuous rains or damp days that expose the husbandman
to loss of time or health, as well as to part of the products of his toil.
More or less sunshine bathes our land for nearly three hundred daysin
the year. No place between us and the Atlantic seaboard can give
such exhilerating sun baths, such rare, dry, pure air as can be had
almost daily during autumn and winter in Oklahoma.

With us epidemics of contagious diseases—diphtheria, scarlet fever,
measles, etc.—lose their force. When such have appeared under our
climate and hygienic surroundings, they lack in virulence known to like
epidemics in Northern and Eastern States.

Our dry air, free from disease-laden germs, our water supply, uncon-
taminated by the sewerage of large cities, make visitations of yellow
fever, cholera, or kindred diseases from the South of but little danger
to us.

To a large extent the malarial conditions and continued fevers that
accompany the turning over of the soil of new land, which was prevalent
during the first years of the settlement of the Territory, are rapidly
passing away. Severe malarial diseases that once were 8o common
along the streams have become mild in their type, and on upland are
almost unknown at the present time.

Our public health laws are in accord with those of the most advanced
States. Health boards or health officers exist in every county and
town. Sanitary conditions are not neglected, although, as is doubtless
true in all communities, it is possible not enough attention is being
given to the enforcement of sanitary regulations and laws.

The Territorial board of health has supervision and control of the
admission of all physicians to practice medicine. This board is endeav-
oring to keep out of the Territory ignorant and morally disqualified doc-
tors. DPersons not graduates of reputable medical colleges, or who are
unable to pass a proper examination before the board of medical exam-
iners are legally disqualified to practice medicine.
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This is largely due to two causes, the ability to stay ¥ our sun-bathed open air
nearly all the time and at any time they care to do so, and to iniprovement in diges-
tion, due partly to the above and partly to the fact that a great variety of ripe fruit
can be obtained as an article of diet during so many months of the year.

It is my opinion that tho children of Oklahoma are hetter mourished, heavier in
weight, than children of the same age in an lastern State. From an extended
practice in a Northern State and my observation from six years’ practice in Okla-
homa, I believe that therc is less than one-half the per capita discases of childhood
here that exigted in my former practice in the North.

Although we are in the South, yet our extremes of temperature com-
pare favorably with many Northern States, and the severity of heat here
is no greater than there. The maximum temperature for 1894 was the
highest for the past six years in Oklahoma. Yet in the summer of 1894
(last report at hand) the maximum temperature for lowa was, for June,

990; July, 104°; August, 100°; while for Oklahoma it was, for June, 98°;
July, 104°; August, 1000—the temperature record showing in favor of
Oklahoma in June, and being the same for July and August.

Our winters are mild and not so exhausting to the vital forces of the
aged as in the North. Seldom does our temperature reach zero.

A comparison again with Iowa shows mean average temperature for
January for past six years: Iowa, 17°4-, and for Oklahoma, 36°+.

LEGISLATION,

No vicious legislation has been enacted in this Territory. The fear
somewhat gencrally entertained by investors of the IZast that populistic
legislation inimical to the enforcement of contracts would find a home
in Oklahoma is not founded upon sound and logical premises, The
people of Oklahoma are as honest as those of any State in the Union,
and no legislation is to be feared that will not scrupulously regard the
proper enforcement of all lawful contracts.

Every legislature assembled in the Territory thus far has refused to
enact proposed vicious legislation in regard to the proper enforcement
of mortgage and usury laws, and all propositions against the interest ot
corporate investments have been uniformly defeated. Suflicient care in
the preparation of legislation enacted has not been given, however, and
in consequence many of our laws are crude and ambiguous in their
text.

This state of affairs, however, is likely to continue to exist under the
system prevailing here, and now generally in vogue in the States, of
holding biennial sessions of the legislature, and those sessions limited
to sixty days. Careful and perfect legislation can not he attained under
this system. The record of four general assemblies demonstrates the
fact that Oklahoma can be relied upon for the enactment of as wise
and wholesome laws as in Michigan, Massachusetts, or any other State.

THE COURTS.

Owing to the many troubles arising out of claim and town-lot con-
tests, and the uncertainty and contlict of the laws during the first fow
years of the Territory’s existence, the courts have been burdened with
an unusual amount of business, both civil and eriminal, during the
past few years, and the dockets were far behind in man y counties.

There has been a great decrease in new business in all the district
courts the past year, and the dockets have in many counties been prac-
th}illy glenred of th.e old cases that had dragged along for years.

Considerable busmess'has accumulated in the supreme court, how-
ever, and the plan of having the district Jjudges sit as a supreme court i3
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nearly all been bonded. These bonds are the best of securities, and will
be paid without in any way becoming burdensome, as the lands are
proven up and the assessed valuation increases accordingly. In no
instance has any county repudiated a single just debt, and county
warrants command very near par on the market.

Several counties have in the past year purchased or erected court-
houses, so that almost every county in the territory now owns its own
court-house.

There are almost no paupers in the Territory, so that poor-houses
and poor-farms are practically unknown, the counties being called upon
to supply only temporary aid in cases of sickness and destitution, and
that but rarely.

In almost every instance county expenses have been reduced the past
year, though the high waters of the spring destroyed many bridges and
roads and imposed a great expense upon several counties.

Owing to some irregularity in its first assessment, Greer County, that
small empire lately added to our Territory, experienced some difficulty
in carrying on the county affairs last year; but this year everything is
in excellent condition there, and Greer promises soon to become one of
the leading counties in the Territory.

In Grant, Kay, Custer, and Day counties the court-houses were acci-
dentally destroyed by fire, but all have been or are being replaced.

CITIES.

The city governments of the Territory are all carried on with effi-
ciency, and the cities, by an act of the last legislature, have all been
placed on a cash basis under the same plan as the counties.

The principal cities have electrie-light and waterworks plants, well
improved streets, good sidewalks, and proper police and health regula-
tions.

PHARMACY.

The practice of pharmacy is well regulated under the laws of the
Territory, and a board of pharmacy controls the registration of phar-
macists and the practice of the profession. None but duly qualified
and competent pharmacists are permitted to practice in the Territory.

There are now 149 regular pharmacists registered in the Territory,
representing 69 cities and towns, and 62 permits have been issued to
doctors and merchants in the country and small towns where there are
no registered pharmacists within reach.

DENTISTRY.

The practice of this profession is regulated by wise and wholesome
Territorial laws. Strict examinations arerequired under rules adopted
by a competent board of dental examiners for admission to practice in
the Territory. There are forty-nine practicing dentists in the Territory.

LABOR SUPPLY.

The demand for labor in Oklahoma during the past year has been
greater than at any time during the history of the Territory, and for the
past three months has been much of the time in excess of the supply.

No man or woman need be idle in Oklahoma to-day, and the cotton
planters already anticipate a shortage of help during the fall picking
and are sending to neighboring States to eugage cotton pickers.
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The hardships endured and difficulties surmounted by our people in
reducing these lands to the uses of civilization and the establishment
of our homes upon them are, perhaps, somewhat varied in character
from those of the pioneers of the Western States, but they were none
the less severe and expensive. The people generally who have settled
this Territory are as earnest, honest, intelligent, and as high-minded
as those of any State in the Union, and, with a full knowledge and
understanding of all the urcumst(mces ‘of the case, they earnestly
demand that the old homestead laws be made to apply to all the lands
of Oklahoma, and that the laws requiring them to pay the Government
a price for the same be repealed.

The enactment of such a law by Congress might well include a clause
requiring settlers to make their final proofs within a year thereatter
and receive their patents therefor, thus placing all our people upon an
equality in sharing the burdens as well as the benefits of a good
Government,

STATENOOD.

No one of sound mind can doubt that, measured by all the standards
and precedents by which the Western States have been admitted to the
Union, Oklahoma is étearly entitled to statehood.

The area of good land exceeds that of many of the States, the popu-
lIation and wealth of the Territory is greater than that of many of the
States at the time of their admission, and lier citizenship is composed
of a very large majority of people who, by birth, education, and rais-
ing in the States, guarantee all the necessary prerequisites for good
local government.

Thoughtful citizens, however, are not clamoring for immediate State-
hood. It is generally conceded that the best interests of the whole
people will best be subserved by the union of the Indian Territory and
Oklahoma into one State, and Oklahomans are willing to wait the action
of the Government in composing the many vexatious questions arising
with the five civilized tribes, a settlement of which seems to be required
before adopting a scheme of union.

It is hoped, however, that these matters will be rapidly advanced by
Congress, and that the people of these two Territories will at an early
date be permitted to form one State government ot their own.

In my judgment, the formation of two separate States would be bur-
densome and annoying to the people of both, while a union of the two
would make a strong, vigorous, and prosperous State.

Respectfully submitted.

C. M. BARNES, Governor.
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