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REPORT

OF

THE GOVERNOR OF AT ASKA.

DISTRICT OF ALASKA, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Sitka, October 1, 1894.

S1R: I have the honor to herewith submit my second annual report
of the condition of affairs in the District of Alaska. .

Notwithstanding the unfavorable climatic conditions of the spring
and early summer months, many new enterprises were entered npon
and old ones completed.

The fisheries have been successful, the mines have yielded profitable
returns, the population has been largely augmented by immigration,
and the people have enjoyed a season of unasual progress and pros-
perity. ‘

The civil officers have been vigilant and faithful in the discharge of
their duties, and in view of the extent of the territory over which they
exercise authority and the absence of transportation and other facili-
ties indispensable for the execution of the law, crime is less frequent
and law and order quite as well enforced as in some of the more densely -
populated and highly civilized communities. ‘

By the courtesy of Lieut. Commander William T. Burwell, U. S. Navy,
in command of the U. S. man-of-war Pinta, at Sitka, I made a cruise
through the inland waters of southeast Alaska in the month of July
last, visiting the Indian villages of Killisnoo, Point Ellis, Shekan, Point
Barrie, Wrangell, New Metlakahtla, Kitchikan, Chilkoot, Chilkat,
Haines Mission, and Hoonah.

The building of sawmills and the manufacturing of lumber in the
Territory has revolutionized and improved the manner of constructing
habitations in all of these villages.

The leading trait in the character of the Alaska native is imitative-
ness, and being possessed of considerable mechanical skill and willing
to work, they purchase lumber and erect modern houses. Some of
them are built in an original style of architecture and painted in-
colors of barbaric taste, but are comfortable to live in, and indicate the
progress they have made toward civilization. They have also much
improved in the way of preparing food and clothing. The impress of
the missionary is visible in all parts of southeast Alaska, and they
deserve the commendation of all, for the good they have accomplished
among these native people.

INDIAN POLICE.

The Indian police force of Alaska consists of 2 chiefs of police and
19 privates. This police force has been of great utility in the way of
giving information to the civil officers, preventing the making of native
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whisky in the Indian villages, keeping the peace,and preventing blood-
shed among their own people, and compelling the Indian children to
attend the Government schools. The 2 chiefs of police receive $15 per
month each; the 19 privates receive $10 each.

POPULATION.

The Eleventh Census of the United States, taken in 1890, computes
the number of white people in Alaska to be 4,298-—male 3,853, female
445; mixed 1,814—male 891, female 923; Indian, 23,5632—male 12,106,
female 11,426; total, 29,644.

Including those who have gone into the Yukon country, there has
been added to the white population of the Territory by immigration
about 1,000 people, most of whom have settled at Juneau and the min-
ing camps in that vicinity. .

‘We have no means of ascertaining the exact fluctuations in the num-
ber of the Indian population, but from my individual observation and
experience of seven .years with them in Alaska it would appear that
they are slowly decreasing, especially on the seacoast, where they come
in contact with white people. It is said that there isa decrease in the
number of natives on the western coast of Alaska for the want of a
proper food supply.

The experiment of shipping domesticated reindeer from Siberia and
propagating them in that part of Alaska is reported to be successful,
and in a short time will provide ample food for all the natives border-
ing on the Bering Sea.

EDUOCATION.

The beneficial influence of the Government schools in Alaska is
apparent to every observer, and the progress in education, civilization,
and Christianity made by those who enjoy the advantages of these
schools is gratifying and satisfactory. The mission schools of all
denominations in Alaska have been aided and strengthened through
the Bureau of Education at Washington, D. C., which has greatly
added to their influence and power for good among the native people.

In addition to the fourteen day schools supported by the Govern-
ment of the United States and fifteen mission schools which receive
subsidies therefrom there are six Russian schools, maintained by the
Greco-Russian Church,

During the past year I have visited all the schools and missions in
southeastern Alaska except the school and mission at Howecan, and
observed a marked improvement in all the schools since my.visit of
three years ago.

At Juneau the white and native children occupied schoolrooms in
the same building and on the same floor. This was not agreeable to the
white people and not pleasant for the natives. The smaller room,
allotted to the white school, was entirely unequal to the needs of the
place. It is gratifying to report that this condition has been remedied.
By direction of the Commissioner of Education at Washington a new
house was built and furnished this summer, on a separate lot, for the
accommodation of the native school, and the old schoolhouse has been
improved, repainted, and furnished with new seats and desks. This
building will be occupied by the white school, and will afford ample
room and accommodations for some time to come,

The Juneau Presbyterian mission has 25 native children in the home,
all of whom attend the Government day school. A day and boarding
school is maintained by the Sisters of St. Ann in Junean. When I
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two in the city of Juneau. On September 20, 1893, two other permits
were granted to two druggists in the city of Juneau.

Mr. John F. Gray filed charges, dated Juneau City, December 28,
1893, with the Secretary of the Treasury at Washington, D. C., alleging
that the three several druggists in the city of Juneau,who held permits
to sell intoxicating liquors, had violated the regulations made by the
President allowing such sales to be made. The complaint was referred
to the Secretary of the Interior Department, and by him referred to the
governor of Alaska for investigation and report.

On receipt of the complaint I proceeded to the city of Juneau and
made a thorough examination of the charges and allegations made by
Mr. John F. Gray against the three persons who held such special
permits, and upon a careful investigation the charges and allegations
were sustained. I therefore suspended all such special permits to sell
intoxicating liquors in Juneau, Alaska. -

No more special permits were granted in Juneau city until the 19th
of May, 1894, at which time one special permit was issued, and on the
20th of September, 1894, one special permit was renewed in Sitka, and
these two are all the existing special permits to sell intoxicating liquors
for medical, mechanical, and scientific purposes in Alaska at this date.

The law prohibiting the importation, manufacture, and sale of intoxi-
cating liquors in Alaska should be amended in such a manner as to
enlist at least a portion of the people of Alaska in support of the court
and the ecivil officers in their efforts to enforce its provisions.

THE SEAL ISLANDS.

The history of sealing goes back to 1790. In the year 1800 the rookeries of the
Georgian Islands produced 112,000 fur seals. From 1806 to 1823, says the Encyclo-
®dia Britannica, ¢ the Georgian Islands produced 1,200,000 seals, and the island of
esolation has been equally productive.” Over 1,000,000 were taken from the island
gf Masafuera and shipped to China in 1798-99. (Fanning’s Voyages to the South
ea, p. 118.)

II;I;.SZO and 1821 over 300,000 fur seals were taken at the South Shetland Islands,
and Capt. Weddell states that at the end of the second year the species had become
almost exterminated. In addition to the number killed for their furs, he estimates
that ““not less than 100,000 newly-born young died in consequence of the destruction
of their mothers.” (See Elliott’s Rep., 1884, p. 299.)

In 1830 the supply of fur seals in the South seas had so greatly decreased that
vessels engagad in this enterprise generally made losing voyages, from the fact that
those places which were the resort of seals had been abandoned by them. (Fan-
ning’s Voyages, p. 487.)

At Antipodes Island, off the coast of New South Wales, 400,000 skins were obtained
in the years 1814 and 1815. Referring to these facts, Prof, Elliott, of the Smithsonian
Institution, in his able report on the Seal Islands, published by the Interior Depart-
ment in 1884, says:

. “This gives a very fair idea of the manner in which the business was conducted

in the South Pacific. How long would our sealing interests in the Bering Sea with-

stand the attacks of sixty vessels carrying from 20 to 30 men each? Not over two

seagsons. The fact that these greatsonthern rookeries withstood and paid for attacks

of this extensive character during a period of more than twenty years, speaks elo-

3ﬂently of the millions upon millions that must have existed in the waters now almost
eserted by them.”

The Hon. C. A. Williams, of New London, Conn., who has been engaged in the
business of whaling and seal hunting as the successor of his father and grandfather
in that pursuit, testified before a Congressional committee, from facts of his own
experience and that of his house, that ‘‘the cause of the extermination of the
seals in those localities was the indiscriminate character of the slaughter. Some-
times a8 many as fifteen vessels would be hanging around these islands awaiting
opportunity to get their catch, and every vessel would be governed by individnal
interests. 'They would kill everything that would come in their way that farnished
8 ekin, whether a cow, a bull, or a middle-grown seal, leaving the young pups jus
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ing and since 1886 a marked diminution of the number of seals has taken place. Our
information from a reliable source estimates that less than half a million seals have
appeared on the islands of St. Paul and St. George during this summer of 18%4.
he fact that a large number of British and American vessels, manned by expert
Indian seal-hunters, have frequented Bering Sea and destroyed hundreds of thou-
sands of fur seals, shooting them in the water and securing as many of the car-
casses for their skins as they were able to take on board. The testimony of the
Government agents shows that of the number of seals killed in the water not more
than one in seven, on an average, is secured, for the reason that a wounded seal will
sink in the sea; so that for every thousand seal skins secured in this manner there
8 a diminution of seal life at these rookeries of at least 7,000. Added to this is the
fact that the shooting of a female seal with young causes the death of both. If the
shooting is before delivery, that of course is the end of both; if after, the young
seal dies for want of sustenance.

Lieut. Commander Drake, U. 8. Navy, in command of the U. 8. S.
Albatross, which came into the port of Sitka September 27, ten days from
the Seal Islands, reports that 40 vessels were in Bering Sea hunting
fur seal during the months of August and September, and that they had
taken on an average 1,000 skins each, 72 per cent of which were females.
He also stated that but 12 per cent of these vessels were American, the
others being mostly British.

It is obvious that if this destructive marauding is allowed to continue
it will be but a few years until the seal rookeries of Alaska will be
entirely deserted, and the business of fur-sealing will have passed into
history. The North American Commercial Company, lessees of the seal
islands in Alaska, have complied with the conditions of the lease and
the natives have no cause for complaint.

I wish to say that many of the above facts were obtained from the
very able report of Hon. Poindexter Dunn, chairman of the Committee
on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, and the testimony taken before that
committee, Fiftieth Congress. _

FISH AND FISHERIES.

At the time when the Territory of Alaska was ceded to the United
States by the Emperor of Russia the wealth of its marine products
was regarded as the most important consideration for the purchase;
and twenty-five years of actual experience has demonstrated the cor-
rectness of this opinion.

The food fishes of Alaska will, no doubt, prove to be the most valu-
able of all her marine products. The number of fur seal, sea otter,
and other valuable sea animals are annually decreasing. But the
Alaska food fishes will be a source of wealth for all time, giving
employment to thousands of men and affording subsistence for the
native population in the future as they have done in the past.

The codfish banks are extensive -and inexhaustible, and halibut
exist in great numbers, besides, more than a hundred species of food
* fishes are to be found in Alaskan waters.

The catching and canning of salmon has become an organized indus-
try of large proportions. Beginning in 1883 with a pack of 36,000
cases, it has rapidly increased until 1891 the Alaskan pack amounted
to nearly 800,000 cases, which was more than the world wanted, and
the market declined; since then the.canneries have pursued a more con-
servative course, and have endeavored not to overstock the market.

The following exhibit gives the name, location, and product of the
canneries in Alaska last year. It is as yet too early to ascertain the
number of cases packed this season:
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