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55TH CONGRESS, } - SENATE, { DoOCUMENT
2d Session. No. 251.

MONEY ANNUITY TO CERTAIN INDIANS.

AprIL 25, 1898.—Referred to the Committee on Appropriations (to accompany
H. R. —, general deficiency appropriation bill) and ordered to be printed.

Mr. DAvis presented the following

STATEMENT IN THE MATTER OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT
OF THE DEFICIENCY BILL PROVIDING FOR CARRYING INTO
EFFECT THE PROVISIONS OF SECTIONS 26 AND 27 OF CHAPTER
543, VOLUME 26, OF THE UNITED STATES STATUTES AT LARGE,
RELATIVE TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE TREATY ENTERED INTO
BY THE UNITED STATES IN 1851 WITH THE UPPER AND LOWER
BANDS OF SIOUX, SISSETON, WAHPETON, MEDAWAKANTON,
AND WAHPAKOOTA BANDS OF INDIANS, PROVIDING FOR A

- MONEY ANNUITY.

The salient facts in the matter to which this amendment relates are
as follows:

1. The United States, in 1851, entered into a treaty with the Upper
and Lower bands of Sioux, Sisseton, Wahpeton, Medawakanton, and
Wahpakootabands. Among other provisions of said treaty there was a
provision providing for a money annuity of between seventy and eighty
thousand dollars for the Upper bands and about the same amount for
the Lower bands,

2. The provisions of these treaties were complied with by both the
United States and the Indians until August 18, 1862, when the Indians
violated the provisions of the treaty requiring them to maintain peace.
The bands, as such, made war upon the people of the United States.

3. Congress, on the 6th day of February, 1863, passed an act abro-
gating and annulling the treaties above referred to and confiscating
all the lands, annuities, and claims previously accorded said Indians
by the United States.

4, Notwithstanding the bands as such went to war, a large number
of the Sissetons and Wahpetons and a small number of the Medawa-
kanton and Wahpakoota bands remained thoroughly loyal to the
United States and entered the military service of the United States
as scouts and soldiers, and remained in the service until the war fol-
lowing said outbreak was terminated. The proportion of these loyal
Indians has been held by the Department of the Interior to be one-third
of the whole number.

5. On the 3d day of July, 1837, the scouts and soldiers who had
been in military service of the United States for themselves, their fam-
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