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distribution of buildings, and the art of construction. Under the head
of Civil Engineering, are comprehended roads, bridges, tunnelling,
inland navigation, rail-roads, and artificial harbors and sea-ports.
Under the head of JMilitary Engineering, are included field engineer-
ing, the science of war, and permanent fortifications.

"T'o this branch, five hours a day aregiven during the last year, and
three teachers are assigned to it, who instruct in colloquial lectures,
or text-books, in the French language. The course, during the last
year, was not so complete as the gentlemen connected with it earnestly
desired to make it; but all the time that could be given them was di-
ligently and zealously filled up. At the examination, a large number
of drawings was exhibited by each Cadet, which left nothing to be
desived ; and in the demonstrations and explanations given by each,
at the black board, the draughts were made with singular skill and
accurvacy. The undersigned feel sure that the future services of the
Cadets this year to be graduated, will justify them in saying, that the
examination in Engineering was perfectly satisfactory.

The last principal branch of Instruction is in INFANTRY Drirt
AND GENERAL TacTics and in ArrTinLery Drinn anp Pyro-
TECHNY. In the Infuntry Drill, the Cadets are taught, practically,
all the duties of a soldier in every station ; in the platoon, company,
field, and staff, up to the command and explanation of the movements
of a battalion, including the seevice of guards and police ; so that all
the duties, from those of a common soldier to those of a commander-
in-chief, are successively explaized and practised ; besides which, the
theory of all manceuvres, from those of a company to those of the
largest masses, is taught in lectures and recitations. To this in-
struction, four teachers are assigned, and the time given to it is, in all
four of the classes, one hour daily, and, to the first class, one addi-
tional hour every othier day during two months, and two months un-
interrupted duty in camp to all the Cadets in the Academy every year.
The results of this course of instruction. the undersigned have wit. -
nessed with great pleasure, in the upright and graceful carriage of the
Cadets in the field, the steadiness of their individual positions, their
exactness in handling their arms, and their precision in the manceuvres
and marching of ‘the mass ; while, in the examination room, their
knowledge of the rationale of "Tactics, as a science, was no less ready
and exact, In the Jrtillery Drill, too, which tukes place chietly dur-
ing the encampment ot the Cadets in July and August, and which,
with Pyrotechny. is taught by one and the same teacher, about two
hours daily for six months to the first class. the undersigned have wit-
nessed the same thoroughness and skill, whether in the cxercise of the
piece, in target firing, in throwing shells, or in the preparation of all
kinds of ammunition, signal reckets, tusces, port-five, firs-balls, and
incendiary balls,

"These four branches, then, Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, En-
gineering, and Military T'actics. occupying above three quarters of
each day, as they occar during the four years given to study here,
vonstitute the main course. on whose suceess the suceess of this Insti-
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18th. The system of exereise and instruction of artillery, generally
Ppracticed in this State, is that adopted by the Legislature of Massa-
chusetts, upon the report of the Adjutant-General of that State, made
in 1814. Itis entitled a < System of Artillery Discipline,”” and was
published in Boston, for the use of the militia, in 1817. The prinpi-
pal defects in this system are the very few principles and rule§ stated
in it, and their limited application. The principles of formation and
deployment do not extend to any larger corps than the company ; and
the position of artillery, when attached to or connected with other
corps, is not defined. This system was adopted solely for the use of
the companies of field artillery, and does not include any system of
instruction or exercise for light or horse artillery.

19th. There is no particular system of cavalry tactics, that can be
said to be in general use, in the militia of this State. Formerly the
cavalry was drilled and instructed according to the principles laid
down in a work entitled ¢ Hoyt’s Cavalry Tactics.” The author was
an intelligent officer of the militia of Massachusetts, and at the time
this work was published, the principles and evolutions contained in it
were as well adapted to the discipline of cavalry, as the state of milita-
ry science would then admit. The alterations and improvements
since introduced into the exercise and manceuvres of infantry and
other corps have rendered a corresponding change in cavalry evo-
lutions, somewhat necessary. Within a few years, a book, enti-
tled ¢¢ Cavalry Tactics,” by Pierce Darrow, an officer in the Con-
necticut militia, has been considerably used by the cavalry of Maine,
The work was published at Hartford in 1822. It is an improvement
upon the system heretofore in use, and is well adapted to the in-
struction and discipline of the corps of cavalry in the militia,

I have the honor to be, sir,
With great respect,
Your obedient servant,
JOSEPH SEWALL,

v J. Adwvocate 4th Div. Maine Militia.

Hon. JAMEs BARBOUR,
Secretary of War, Wushington.

CHiLLicoTHE, OxIo, August 29th, 1826,

Sir: I observe by a circular from the War Department, of the
11thof July last, that, in obedience to a resolution of Congress at their
last Session, you are about to preparea complete system of tactics for
cavalry, and for light and field artillery ; intended to be a guide for
the drill of this description of military force, throughout the United
States. It would have been well if the resolution had included a
system of drill and exercise for heavy and light infantry, and for
foot and mounted riflemen.

I take the liberty of transmitting to you the following answers to
the interrogatories contained in the circular, seeing that information
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veyed to the different tribes in friendly correspondence with the set-
tlement, but no information was had of the fugitives before the 5th
inst. when I received, from a source entitled to credit. intelligence
th_at three of their number had been reduced to slavery and loaded
wl.th Chainsat the French Slave Factory, on the St. Paul’s, five miles
(direct distance; from the Cape.

On the wmorning of the 6th I despatched three men to demand the
deserters in the name of the United States; and to inquire by what
means they had fallen into the hands of the Factors.

"The demand was evasively replied to, but, in answer to the inquiry,
it was stated that two Frenchmen, agents resident at the Factory,
had bought them. I then instructed the messengeus charged with
the order, to repeat it ; they did so, but with no other effect than to
draw from the two factors a written declaration of their purpose to
detain the people indefinitely.

Finding the recovery of the men by mere rational methods too
doubtful to justify any further delay, which. as a Freuch schooner
was lying near, ready to receive slaves, might subject them to be
transportedina very few honrsforever beyond thereach of the Govern-
ment of the United States; and obliged to regard the ground taken
by the Factory as that of virtual defiance, which justified, from a
growing concern founded in avarice and iniquity, the apprehension
of eventual consequences fatal to the benevolent objects of this Agen-
cy. L had no hesitation in resolving upon the unpleasant duty of for-
cibly subverting the establishment altogether.

Capt. James C. Barbour, of the Infantry. with eighteen men, was
accordingly charged last night at 9 o’clock with the accomplishment
of this service. T'wo boats were provided, in which this little force
embarked at two o’clock this morning.

Ascending the Stockton, they arrived on the St. Paul’s at day
break, twenty minutes afterwards the men were landed at the Factory,
In ten minutes the slaves to the number of forty-three men, thirteen
women. and forty-three children of both sexes, (in all 99.) were in
the custody of the officer, and in full march along the beach for Mon-
rovia. 'The boats received the invalids and feeblest of the children,
and stood along shore at musket shot distance abreast of the party
advancing by land. The whole arrived safely at Monrovia at eight
o’rlock the same morning. just six hours after the setting out of the
party, and eleven only after the first intimation given to the ofiicer
who so handsomely conducted it. that its services would be required.

Of these people, ninety-seven are in perfect health. two only in a
feeble condition, caused apparently by rigorous treatment.

Respectfully, Sir,
I 'have the honor to be
Your obd’t serv’t.
J. ASHMUN.
P. S. In the number of persons rescued are included the three de-
serters.
The Hon. SamveL L. SouTnarp,

Secretary of the U. S. Navy, Washington Cily, U. S.
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MeSurado, about one-third of a mile distant from Thompson Town.
Every individual of their number is in perfect health; and as an as-
sen Blage of rude and ignorant people, gathered out of nearly twenty
diffe r'ent tribes of the country, pursue their labors with a good degree
of SPirit. union. and success.

O snme months to come, it must remain necessary to afford them
thex x> entire support, or expose them to the certain danger of being
seduced, or kidnapped, by the unprincipled slave-dealers of the coun-
try> Wwho wait their opportunity to bring them the second time under
the chain, and dispose of them at the factories of Gallinas, or Trade
Towmn.

M he expense of clothing, providing with the first conveniences of
civilized life, furnishing with tools and implements of industry. after
owr- mudes. and subsisting so considerable a number of people, thrown
upon my hands without previous preparation for their reception, has
aliready proved considerable. and has reduced me to the necessity of
ma King purchases, and advances out of my own pocket, since the
10th day of October, to the amonnt of the several sums of $366 873,
260 353, £330 12, H 46242, $115 05%, $65 621, B1187 75—
Total 82,788 17.

"The accounts of all these purchases are forwarded, with advices
of the drafts given on the Navy Department in payment.

A few of these stores have been purchased at Gisadvantage; but
most of them on very advantageous terms.

"T'hese purchases have given me the means of securing, in advance,
rice necessary for several wonths’ consumption, a precaution necessa-
ry to be taken early every dry season, as the country furnishes very
little of that grain, and that little at very enhanced prices, after the
I1st of February, until the return of the ensuing harvest in September.

T he lands of Cape Mesurado being wholly appropriated to settlers,
and the former protogées of the Govervment, who have been placed on
the footing of settlers, it will be necessary, finally, to fix a large pro-
portion of the last accessions on farms provided in the new settlements
of the colony. But at present it would be the heightof imprudence
to suffer them to want the constant guardianship of their superinten-
dents. Several have already been driven by their fears to attempt,
and a few bave, it is thought, effected their escape. No means in my
power to employ for their recovery have been neglected, as their
scparation from the asylum is sure to be followed by their apprehen-
sion and sale as soon as their lurking places shall be discovered by
the natives of the country. — '

Vieux Pierre and Millot, the factors whose establishment on the

St. Paul’s has been destroyed, were soon after reduced to extreme

distress, by the natives. wha, believing those unfurtunate men without

the protection of the settlement, assembled in force, evidently with a

design to rob them of the small remainder of their property. In this

* By way of Boston, under ancther enclosure.
t¥orwarded through Rev. Mr. Hawley.
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