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2 : Rep. No. 294.

of registers of the different classes of reserves in the three districts, and
may obtain all the information you will require in the fulfilment of this
duty. These registers are supposed 1o be complete, and yow will be gov-
erned by them, in the locations and assignments,in all cases, unless
otherwise directed by this Department,’ (page 20.) The agent, Colonel
Martin, on his arrival in the Choctaw country, found no other evidence
of the apyplications for the benefit of the 14th article than those above
stated ; and from them it appeared that they contained only a part of the
applications made.  On this part of the subject the commitiee refer to the
report above mentioned.  On a representation of this fact, the Secretary
of War, on the 13th October, 1834, directed the agent to make local-
ities for such applicants as should prove that they gave the notice re-
quired, “ /o be complcete only in the event of their being confirmed by
Congress,” (page 22.) Under these instructions, the agent proceeded to
make contingent ocations for 520 applicants.

The subject was submitted to Congressin December, 1835; and in
May, 1836, the Committee on Indian Affairs reported on the subject; to
which report the committee refer for the grounds for instituting the com-
mission which it is mow proposed to revive aud continue. ’

The commission has been executed in part only. The number of claims
presented to the commissioner is1,349, including only twelve of the one
hundred cases before mentioned ; so that the whole number of claims
under the 14th article is now 1,437, and it is said other claims remain to
be presented.  Of the 1,349 cases, only 256 have been definitively acted
ou. Of these, 165 have been reported in favor of claimants; 65 have
been rejected 5 and 26 recommended to the favorable consideration of
Congress : leaving 1,093 to be examined. In the mean time, sales have
been made by the United States of a portion of the lands claimed by the
reservees, and scttlers have gone on to other portions of the land, and
many have acquired rights of pre-emption. Under all these circumstances,
the question is now presented, on what terms and under what limitations
shall the commission be renewed? The committee take it for granted
that, on some terms, it must be renewed.

In consequence of the sales by the United States, and the rights ac-
quired by settlers, and the conflicts between the claimants in regard to
locations, it has become impracticable to execute the treaty. It has be-
come a question of indemnity. It is now evident that the just amount of
the claim will not be settled under the commission, on the principles on
which it was institnted.  There is, in effect, but one party in tlie contro-
versy. It is, therefore, now proposed to offer an indemnity to the amouut
of the full value of all the just claims,, leaving it to the claimant to con-
test before the commissioner who shall be entitled to share it.

They will now state the grounds upon which they have estimated the
gross value of the claims. This is deduced by dividing the number of
Choctaws who have not emigrated, by the average number of persons to
a family, and multiplied by the average number of acres to a claim.

1. Average number of persons to a head of a family :

The whole number of Choctaws, by the census taken by Armstrong in

1831, was - - - - - - - 17,976
Andthe number of heads of families, by the same census, was - 2,665

Which gives 6.745 as the average number of a family.
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