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At Savannah, however, the special agent of the United States renew-
ed his representations of the service your memorialists might render, by
continuing with him, for purposes which will appear in the letter ad-
dressed by their principal chief to the Secretary of War, and, among the
documents, bearing the No. 11.

Your memorialists, though urgently called by domestic and business
affairs to their homes, were induced by the earnest solicitations of the
special agent of the United States, enforced by the arguments of an offi-
cer in the army and others, to remain with the said special agent, and to
accompany him to Washington. They were led by the special agent to
believe that, even after this, the Government would require a new mis-
sion to the Seminoleans, in which their aid would be all-important ; and
they did not regard the sacrifice of their private claims, when they im-
agined they could promote the public good.

The arrival of your memorialists at Washington was officially announc-
ed by their principal ehief to the Secretary of War, as will be seen in
document No. 5. They refer to the letter No. 11, which has already
been quoted, to prove that, after being brought to Washington by the
special agent of the United States, all the official communications, either
with them personally, or relating to them, on the part of their principal
chief, concur to show that they had every reason to consider themselves
as detained at Washington to await the completion of such arrangements
as must precede the renewal of their mission to the Seminoleans.

But your memorialists, after having incurred very heavy expenses,
were first astonished, by some untraceable rumors of a charge of treach-
ery in their mission ; concerning whieh they have in vain demanded an
explanation from the proper authorities. And after this they learned,
with astonishment still greater, that steps were taken which rendered it
impossible for them longer to believe that any new mission to the Sem-
inoleans could be intended.

Perplexed by these inscrutable movements, your memorialists applied
to the Secretary of War for information as to his further expectations
from them, and, to their amazement, found that he disclaimed all knowl-
edge of their business at Washington, and absolutely refused to recog-
nise them as having been employed by the Government subsequently to
their return from Florida to Savannah.

This denial of their claim will be found in Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, and
11, already quoted. And the claim itself will be found in No. 13. The
circumstances under which their demand has been reduced are consider-
ed so unjust that they have thought proper to decline receiving the pit-
tance tendered. In adopting the extremely vexatious and injurious
measure, of which they have such reason to complain, the Secretary of
War has never yet attempted to deny any one particular of all that they
have stated. They have reiterated every circumstance before the Sec-
retary of War, in the presence of Colonel John H. Sherburne, the spe-
cial agent himself, who has listened without offering the slightest contra-
diction. The Secretary of War cxpressly assures them that he does not
dispute their assertions, but that ke cannot sustain Colonel John H. Sher-
burne in the course which he has adopted.

Your memoria_lists are now forced to appeal to Congress. Your hon-
orable bodies will feel that it must cost your memorialists great anguish
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retary of War on the subject of this affair; and he has given sanction to
our mediation, and approves of the talk, which is herewith enclosed for
the Seminoles, which you will deliver in person. The Secretary is de-
sivous that these people should be fully 1mpressed with his sincerity in
the sentiments which he has authorized to be communicated to them.
The Secretary says, that he was informed Oseola had, on a former occa-
sion, killed a chief of distinction in his own tribe; that the friends of the
deceased chief, who have emigrated West, threaten revenge on Oscols,
should he ever go there; and should this produce any difficulty with
Oseola, as respects going with his people to the West, the Secretary of
War says that ke might associate himself with any other iribe who
would be willing to adopt him inlo their nation ; et all events, he shall
have the right of exercising his own discretion on the subject. 1 can-
not believe, myself, from the reputed standing of this man with his own
people, that any fears are entertained by him upon that point ; should you
succeed in your mission of peace, the Sceretary of War is willing for you
o come on here with Colonel Sherburne; and also a delegation from the
Seminoles, if they desire to send one; or, otherwise, if your mission
fails, then it would be unneccssary for you to come on, but that you may
return home from Charleston. General Jesup is the officer to whom the
whele business of negotiating a treaty of peace with the Seminoles has
been intrusted, as I am informed by the Secretary of War; consequent-
ly, your movement in this matter must be fully made known to him; you
are only to act the part of mediators for the restoraticn of peace between
the Seminoles and the United States; and whilst it will be your duty to
advise these people for their own welfare, under all circumstances, to
negotiate peace with the United States, you must by all means avoid
being instrumental in persuading them to the agreement, in their treaty,
of any other particular measure, which might be chargeable to you, should
any dissatisfaction ever grow out of the same hereafter. But, should the
Seminole chiefs ask it of you, as a matter of favor, to use your influence
with the officers of Government for the favorable consideration of any
measure they may propese or desire, which way appear to you to be
reasonable and just, there will be no impropriety in your compliance, and
it will be your duty to do so. It will not be proper for you to speak to
the Seminoles on the subject of our own affairs generally, or to speculate
on the probable result of our own mission here, further than I have done
in my address to thewm ; great prudence and good management, for getting
a peaceable access to these people will be required, and muech will de-
pend upon your own judgment, from your inherent knowledge of the In-
dian character, of the steps which ought to be taken; you must therefore
confer freely and fully with General Jesup on this point, so as to act under
his entire approbation in the course which you may take on the occasion.
If you once get access to the chiefs, and obtain a meeting with them, so
as to enable you to make them an introductory address in the presenta-
tion of my talk, &c., I cannot doubt your success, provided the opera-
tions on the part of the officers be judiciously arranged for getting a full
meeting of the chiefs thereafter in council, for negotiating the terms of
peace with them; to ensure which, I trust that an armistice will bo
promptly granted ; unless this takes place, it would seem to me impossible
to secure confidence enough in the Seminoles to effect the greal chject
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between our nation and the United States. That the laws and treaties
for the securily and protection of our rights were the only weapons with
which we must defend them. That, if it has been our misfortune to suffer
wrongs from the hands of our white brethren, we should not despair of
having justice still extended to us by the United States.

Brothers, I am now in the beloved city where our father, the Presi-
dent of the United States, is seated, and his great councils are held. [
have with me a delegation of chosen men, sent by the council of my
nation for the purpose of endeavoring to settle all our differences with
our white brethren upon peaceable and friendly terms. Since our arri-
val here, we have met with delegations of red-men from several of the
northern tribes; among them we have seen Black Hawk, of whom you
may have heard something. They have all come on a peaceable mission
to the Government of the United States, in relation to the affairs of their
respective nations. .

Brothers, I have shook the hands of our elder brother, the Secretary of
War, and of our father, the President of the United States, and talked with
them. I told our elder brother that it grieved my heart to hear of the
shedding of blood between our white and red brethren, the Seminoles;
and asked him if it could not be stopped, and healed by the balm of peace.
He promptly replied, yes; and said that he had no desire to destroy the
red-man, as it was the wish of his heart to treat them all with kindness
and liberal justice ; and assured me that such were also the feelings of the
President towards them ; but, that the Government could not take any
steps in your affair which may be interpreted into an act of weakness;
yet, if your people desired peace, and would lay aside your warlike atti-
tude, and come in, that a treaty of peace would be negotiated with you
under the authority of the President of the United States, and that a veil
shall be thrown over everything that had taken place during the war,
so that they may be covered, and never remembered or revenged. That
you, Oseola Powell, and all .others who may have been considered as
principal actors in the conflict, shall be received into equal favor and
protection with all the Seminoles, in the treaty of peace.

Brothers, 1 have truly related to you what has been said to me by our
clder brother, who represents our father, the President of the United
States, in relation to your nation. I believe his words to have been
uttered with a sincere heart. I have therefore proflered to become
mediator, for the restoration of peace and friendship between you and
our white brethren,and I rejoice in telling you that it has been accepted.

Brothers, I have sent a letter to my associate chiefs at home, to inform
them of all this; I have directed them to send four of my confidential
and trust-worthy men, with an interpreter, to go as messengers of peace,
and forthwith bear to you this my talk. 1 trust that you will take them
by the hand, and smoke the pipe of brotherly friendship with them. I
will tell you their nawes, Te-kah skeh, alias Hair Conrad ; Tas-ke-ket-
chee, nhas(}esse Bushyhead; Oo-sah-e-tah,alias Richard Ficlds; Ah-nah-
sta-quz}h, alias Thomas Woodward, and their interpreter, Te-lah-kah-quah-
tah, alias the Polecat. They go under the sanction and protection of cur
father, the President of the United States, and they are accompanied by
a special agent, Colonel John [I. Sherburne, who is sent by our elder
hrother, the Secretary of War, from this city, for that purpose.

Brothers, my hands are clean, and they have never been stained with
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