University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899

6-14-1880

Report : Mr. Jonas

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset

b Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
S. Rep. No. 716, 46th Cong., 2nd Sess. (1880)

This Senate Report is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.


https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F8166&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F8166&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu










4 SAN ANTONIA AND MEXICAN BORDER RAILWAY COMPANY.

Decessary protection to our constantly endangered and long-suffering citizen frontier
people by the spoliations, murders, massacres, and inhuman atrocities of hal"bored gnd
treaty-sheltering banditti, and of the wild and the more dangerous reservation Indian
savages,

Togdetermine as to the necessity or policy of making the appropriation contemplated
by the bills under consideration, it is important to understand the past, present, and
probable future condition of the Rio Grande or Mexican and Indian frontiers, where
military posts are proposed to be constructed. . .

‘While your committee heartily join and concur in the congratulations of the Presi-
dent in his late annual message to Congress as to the improved and encouraging con-
dition of our affairs upon the Mexican border, wherein he says, ‘“ It is a gratlﬁpiytlon
to be alle to announce that, through the judicious and energetic action of the military
commanders of the two nations on each side of the Rio Grande, under the mstruc’t’lonﬂ
of their respective governments, raids and depredations have greatly decreased, yet
unless the same ‘‘judicious and energetic action” is continued, your committee are
confident that the troubles with which that border has heretofore been afflicted “_7111
be renewed, and may involve the two nations in difficulties which may be destructive
of the peaceful relations now existing, and so desirable to be promoted between them.

Although, for a short period, the administration of President Diaz has succeeded, in
a commendable degree, to entorce its power and authority, and preserve eolmparatlve
peace throughout the Mexican Republic, the same disturbing and revolutionary ele-
ments, though temporarily held in abeyauce, exist there to-day, to a dangerous extent,
which have existed since her independence as anation. As her next presidential elec-
tion draws near, Lier clans of revolt are organizing, her leaders of banditti are mustering
their gangs for plunder and murder. The unmistakable mutterings of an a:pproa,chm g
generul revolution are heard along the Rio Grande. Our watchful and faithfnl senti-
nel upon that border warns us that the revolution has already begun. General Ord, in
his report of November 28, 1879, to the adjutant-general Military Division of the
Missouri, says:

“The Tevolution in the frontier States of Mexico has commenced in the State of
Chihuahua, and, doubtless, will extend to other States; and raids into the_Umt.ed
States, as well ag summary demands for troops from this side, to protect American 1n-
terests on the other, are inevitable. To meet that demand, restrain our r_eservatl_on
Indians, and be prepared to execute orders in regard to raids from Mexico, which
Mexican troops, during a revolution, cannot prevent, the troops now in the'de}’@r,t'
ment are wholly inadequate. I further invite attention to the fact that Victoria’s

arge band has left the Department of the Missouri, and is now roaming in Chihuahua
and Coahuila, States immediately on the border of this department. Those Indians
3011ht’l’ess will make their forays, within this command, whenever it suits them to
0 80.

We are again warned by the very recent news of the breaking out of a revolution in
Durango, Mexico. L.

The fitting language of the President of the United States used towards Mexico in
his annual message in 1858 and in 1859, might, ever since then, and now, with slight
modification, be appropriately applied to that unfortunate country: . .

‘“ Mexico has been in a state of constant revolution almost ever since it achieved its
independence. One military leader after another has usurped the government in rapid
succession ; and the various constitutions, from time to time adopted, have been set at
nanght almost as soon as proclaimed. The successive governments have afforded no
adequate protection either to Mexican citizens or foreign residents against lawless vio-
lence. * * * The truth is that this fine country, blessed with a productive soil and
8 benign climate, has been rednced by civil dissensions to a condition of almqst hope-
less anarchy and imbecility. She is entirely destitute of the power to maintain peace
upon Ler own borders or to prevent incursions of banditti into our territory.” i

As it hqa been in the past, we have good reason to believe that the change of admin-
istrahop in Mexico wil continue, at least in the near future, to be brought about by
revolution, and the successful revolutionary leader declared President of the republic.

Mr. Baranda, in discussing a report upon the suspension of certain constitutional
guarantees in the Mexican Deputies, in 1868, well said :

Blm'g the independence our unfortunate country has traced a tortuous and bloody
road. What is the cause of the present state of our agrienlture, our commerce, and
our industry ! Revolution. What is the Teason our country is so unfortunate .when
it should be s0 happy? Revolution. What is the pretext of which our enemies at
homg have avmlg to beg foreign intervention? Revolution. What is the apparent
motive opon which foreign nations have pretended to intervene in our political ques-
“"""r." and to subjugate us? Revolution. Always revolution!” .

- hene‘l'er those revolutions again occur, as we feel justified in predicting they will,
h:n'l:'l'y ook for, and wisdom dictates that we should provide against, renewed
the P":; upon our Mexican border. Notwithstanding an earnest and honest desire of

cipal Mexican uuthorities to prevent and punish lawlessress and crime, and







6 SAN ANTONIO AND MEXICAN BORDER RAILWAY COMPANY.

the United States and take refuge there, are continually driving off stock and murder-
ing the people of the Rio Grande Valley, and the immense and thinly-settled country
adjacent thereto.” i

There are but six permanent posts situated directly upon the Rio Grande fr:)m
Brownsville to E1 Paso, a distance, following the course of the river, of about 1,500
miles, viz:

Miles.
Fort Brown, distant by land travel from Ringgold ....cocooiiainiiarananncenn 117
Ringgold, distant by land travel from Fort McIntosh........cooooeoioiiaannss 120
Fort McIntosh, distant by land travel from Fort Duncan ... ... ..o ..oo-- 115
Fort Duncan, distant by way of intermediate posts from Fort Quitman......... 529
And Fort Bliss, distant by land travel from Fort Quitman .......ccoeeeeeoennnns 84

Col. Edward Hatch, in his report of September 6, 1879, states:

¢ Referring to General Ord’s report, it will be also seen that no troops of the Depart-
ment of Texas are stationed directly on the Rio Grande River from a station not very
distant from Fort Clark, though scouts are extended as far as Paso del Norte, leaving
nearly 500 miles of river unguarded.”

Three (3) posts are recommended to be built by General Ord between Fort Duncan
and Fort Quitman. In his report dated December 1, 1879, made under the resolution
of the House adopted June 25, 1879, he says: .

“The following appropriations, needed for the construction of posts, &ec., I view as
necessary to give security and efficient protection to the lives and property of Amcrl;
can citizens on the Texas frontier, * * the cost of building not to exceed $'200,04‘J0.

The particular location of the posts in the bill recommended is properly to be left to
the direction of the Secretary of War. .

The necessity and importance of the construction of the posts in question have Dbeen
repeatedly called to the attention of Congress. The President in his annual message
of December 3, 1877, says: i )

“While I do not anticipate an interruption of friendly relations with Mexico, yet I
cannot but look with solicitude upon a continuance of border disorders as exposing
the two countries to initiations of popular feeling and mischances of action which are
naturally unfavorable to complete amity. * * * Disturbances along the Rio Grande,
in Texas, to which I have already referred, ltave rendered necessary the constant em-
ployment of a military force in that vicinity. * * * It is believed that this policy
(referving to our troops crossing the horder) has had the effect to check somewhat these
depredations, and that, with a considerable increase of onr force upon that frontier,
and the establishment of several additional military posts along the Rio Graude, 8o as
more effectually to guard that extensive border, peace may be preserved and the lives
and property of our citizens in Texas fully proteeted.” .

The Secretary of War, in a letter addressed to the chairman of the Senate Committee
on Military Affairs, dated December 1, 1877, says:

““In my opinion the preservation of peace and order along the boundary between
this country and Mexico is a matter of sufficient importance to justify a considerable
expenditure of money. Not only is it important to protect the people of the great and
rapidly growing State of Texas from depredation, but it is also vastly important that
every cause of difficulty between this country and Mexico should be removed, to the
end that friendly relations may continue.”

The Secretary of War, in a letter to a former chairman of this committee, Hon. H.
B. Banning, stated:

“ WAR DEPARTMENT,
“ Washington City, February 19, 1879.

“Sikr: In reply to your favor of yesterday I have the honor to inclose a report of the
Geueral of the Army upon the subject of the establishment of additional military posts
in the vicinity of the Rio Grande horder. I am of opinion that at least four additional
military posts along the line of the Rio Grande should be constructed, and recommend
the appropriation of $200,000 for that purpose. General Ord estimates that at Jeast
that sum will be required, and I concur with him in that opinion.” .

General Ord, in his report of Qctober 1, 1879, says:

*“I have eleven additional companies to quarter, and no fit place for that purpose. I
need not say that it is very disheartening to the officers to be compelled, through rhe
cold winters and hot sumuners of Western Texas, to keep their wives and children in

tents, shanties, or brush huts, or to have them packed in attics. The want of guarters
for so many necessarily crowds all the others, and a glance at the amount of service—
40,100 miles of scouts and expeditions, 18,700 miles more than last year—performed by
the troops in a country like West Texas, ought to secure to them some comfort after 3
return from their long and dreary marches over trackless wastes, * * * Ihave as
eamestly as is consistent with propriety, urged the necessity of an appropriation of
-000 for four additional posts.”

General Sheridan, in bis report of October 25, 1876, referring to the services of the

arwy under his command, says:

**No other army in the world has such a difficult line to keep in order, and 0o army
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