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PRIVATE LAND-CLAIMS IN NEW MEXICO. )

of the present occupants of the land, and it has, so far as I know, always been reputed
to belong to them. The land is situated about five leagues north of the city of Santa
6. I do not know of any mines or minerals upon said Jacona tract of land. I have
no interest whatever in this claim therefor.
JESUS MARIA LUJAN.
Subsecribed and sworn to before me this June 5, 1874.
JAMES K. PROUDFIT,
Surveyor-General.

SURVEYOR-GENERAL’S DECISION.
Opinion.

This claim for a grant of lands comes before me under the eighth article of the
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and the eighth section of the act of Congress of July 22,
1854, establishing this office.

The original papers, which are no doubt genuiune, show that, on the second day of
October, 1702, Don Pedro Rodreguez Cubero, governor and captain-general of New
Mexico, at that time a province of Spain, granted the lands claimed to one Ygnacio de
Roival, in fee, and it appears that it has been occupied by him and his successors ever
sinee.

I recommend that the grant be confirmed to the legal representatives of said Roival
by Congress, according to the boundaries set forth in the petition of said Roival to
Governor Cubero, and as granted by said governor.

I transmit copies of the record complete in triplicate.

JAMES K. PROUDFIT,
United States Surveyor-General for New Mexico.

UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Santa Fé, New Mexico, June 10, 1874.

AUTHENTICATION OF TRANSCRIPT.

SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE, :
Santa Fé, New Mexico, June 13, 1874.
The foregoing. is a correct transeript of the papers on file in this office in private
land-elaim reported as No. 92, in the names of Ignacio de Roival and Jacinto Pelaez
for the tract of land known as the town of Jacona tract.
JAMES K. PROUDFIT,
Surveyor-General.

Transcript.—Land-grant to Antonio Elias Armenta et al., being private land-claim reported as
No. 93, for the Cafion del Rio Colorado tract,in Taos County, New Mexico. Dateof grant
June 23, 1836,  Reported by the United States surveyor-general June 30, 1874,

CLAIMANT’S PETITION,

ANTONIO ELIAS ARMENTA ET AL.

His Honor P. RUSH SPENCER,
United States Surveyor-General, New Mexico:

. The undersigned, your petitioner, would respectfully represent to your lionor, that he
is thga present holder of a certain tract of land, situate in the county of Taos, in the
Terntqry of New Mexico, which land was originally granted to Antonio Elias Armenta,
Jos§ Victor Sanches, and José Manuel Sanches, by the ayuntamiento of Taos, in the year
1835. It was regularly received in possession by thein, and has since that time remained
in their possession and enjoyment and in the possession and enjoyment of their legal
representatives, without any objection orhinderance from anyother claimantsor parties.
_ Your petitioner herewith presents and asks to file in your office the original title-papers
in his +aid claim, accompanying the same, with a translation duly made and sworn to as
correct, thesame being from the Spanish into the English language ; and he also presents
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due form, personally appear before your excellency, praying for a tract of land in grant
for our live-stock ; it being the place of the Cafion del Rio Colorado, which is consid-
ered pasture-land, although very few animals enter the ground ; but no injury as from
a third party being occasioned us, which we state to you, so that you together, and
as guardians of the public welfare, may grant this onr petition, if proper, binding us
ot to admit any person not deemed proper as residents; and said application is from
the mouth of the caiion to the source of the river, and on the north, what forms the
ridge to the Rito del Cabresto, provided our junta and its president think expedient
and our application being legal; and we declare this is not in dissimulation, and as
necessary; and we are, )

This 12th of June, 1836, )

ANTONIO ELIAS ARMENTA.
JOSE VICTOR SANCHES.
JOSE MANUEL SANCHES.

In session of this day the foregoing petition was received, and being put to discussion
before this respectable ayuntamiento, it was decided to make to the parties the grant
applied for, with the indispensable condition that they must confine themselves to
from the mouth of the cafion they mention to the lake, and the first little valleys to
said lake on the east, as they state in their application. Thus the illustrious corpora-
tion decreed, commanded, and signed this day, June 23d, 1836. .

ANTONIO JOSE ORTIZ.
SANTTAGO MARTINEZ.

JUAN-ANTONIO LOBATO,
Secretary.

The foregeing is a correct translation from the original in Spanish, to the best ot
my knowledge and belief. :
SAMUEL ELLISON,
) Translator.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this February 13, 1872.
T. RUSH SPENCER,
Surveyor-General.

BURVEYOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, SANTA Ff, N. MEX.,
Translator’'s Department, February 23, 1872.
The foregoing translation, having been by me compared with its original in Spanish
and found eorrect, is hereby adopted as the official translation.
DAYV. J. MILLER, Translator.

TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES.
ANTONIO ELIAS ARMENTA ET AL.

Doxacraxo Viair, being by the surveyor-general duly sworn, on his oath declares:

Question by the surveyor-general. What is your name, age, and residence ?

Answer. My name is Donaciano Vigil; my age seventy-two years; and I reside at
Pecos, in the county of San Miguel, New Mexico. -

Q. Did you know, in their life-time, Antonio José Ortiz, Santiago Martinez, and Juan
Antonio Lobato? and if you knew them, state where they resided, and whether yon
know their handwriting.

A. 1 knew them all three; they resided in the county of Taos; and I know their
handwriting,.

Q. Pleage examine the original grant in this case, now handed you for the purpose,
and examine the signatures borne by it, purporting to be the signatures of those
individuals, and state whether, in your opinion, they are genuine,

A. To the best of my opinion and belief they are their genuine signatures.

. Q. Do you know the placecalled the Cafion del Rio Colorado? and if 80, state where
it is sitnated.

A. T know the place, and it is situated in the county of Taos, and lies to the east
of the road leading from Don Fernando de Taos toward the Culebra Costilla and
Egaﬁ Garland, the town of Rio Colorado being at the mouth of the cafion at its west

Q. Was it or not the usage and custom in this country, from the year 1836 to 1838,
for the alcaldes and ayuntamientos to make land-grants ?

A. Tt was the custom and usage, and was such under and in accordance with the

seven laws known as the siete leyes, and under that authority the governors, prefects,
and alcaldes, fu conjunction with the ayuntamientos, had authority to make grants of
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SANTA FrE, Enero 1ro de 1839.

En este dia primero,yo,Manuel Armijo,governador politico y militar de esta mi mando,
decreto y ordeno 4 V. y mando en conformidad con la ley que nos rijen y mandan, en
conformidad con la 4 la peticion de los cindadanos Salvador Vernal y Tomas Lopez de
esta del pueblo de Jemes, 6rdeno 4 V. que como, alcalde de la,jurisdiccion de Abiquim,
como presidente interino de repartos de mercedes, pase al lugar que comunmente lla-
man y mas particularmente conocido por la Ufia de Gato, con los peticionariosy sus
regidores y los pondra 4 los dichos agraciandoles sus terreno de merced y les sefia-
lara sus linderos de la dicha donacion, delante de Dios y de su mando y les dara sus
documentos de merced para que despues de Dios, le den la parte que les toca y lo
gozen sus hijos y demas susesores, y ellos como agraciados su terreno, y por lo tanto,
mando y ordeno, y provi esta orden en este papel comun por no averlo de ningun sello,
en este i mando y ordeno para efectos correspondientes en este de mi cargo.

Santa Fee, Enero de mil ochocientos treinta y nueve.

SANTA FEE, Enero 1ro. 1839.
Aprobe este decreto para efectos correspondientes.
' ARM1JO. [8ELLO.]

Un quartillo. Sello quarto un quartillo, afios de mil ochocientos diez y ochocientos
[sELLO]once. Sello1839y1839. [Rubrica.] Valga por los4de 1839y 1840. [Rubrica.]

[sELL0.] En este puesto de Santa Cruz de la Canada, 4 los 25 dias del mes de Enero
del afio del Dios de mil ochocientos treinta y nuebe, comparecieron prencentes los
[S'EI‘JLO_] CCnos. Salvador Vernal y Tomas Lopez de Jemes, ambos bien conocidos de
mi jurisdiccion de mi cargo, y me suplicaron como juez constitucional pusiera mi
autoridad y judicial decreto,y & nombre de ambos dos, en que les hiciera una dona-
[srLLO] cion de terreno, y yo como alcalde constitucional Manuel Garcia de la Mora,
asiendo las veces de presidente de los repartos de merced segun la orden de su man-
dato pase al lugar que llamamos el nombre de la UTia de Gato, y sefialandole sus lin-
deros por el norte el serro de la Tinajay Cola del Aguila,y por el sur el Chico y
serros Malpaciosos, y por el poniente las lomas del rio Colorado segun las riveras del
Tio,y por el oriente una linia del serro de 1a Tinaja y los serros Malpacios de la sierra
grande, reconocida y biendolos pasiar se por el terreno arrancaudo zacate y tiran de
piedras y gritando con gusto viva el Dios Nuestro Sefior, que nos ampara y nos protegue
¥ que dando el terreno 4 favor de sus pretendientes y para sus hijos, y asignados para
siempre todo titulo y interes sobre la dicha donacion y mirando que los donados lo
hicieron con el fin de proteger 4 sus familias y dar sus pasos para su bien estar en-
tonces, yo como juez constitucional dije que iuterponia y la interpuse cuanto por
derecho me es couferido porla ley de sus decretos, y como presidente ahora interino
en esta jurisdiccion de mi cargo, por lo tanto done en N.D. D.,y la nacion y su merced
¥ para que nadien les ponga ningun pleito ni enbarazo en su posesion puse mi firma
Judicial, con mis regidores, Mignel Martines y José Santiago Trujillo y mi secretario
en lo cual di 6 y conosco ser esta donacion de merced &., verdad.

MANUEL GARCIA DE LA MORA,
Assdo. Presidente y Juez Constitucional.

Regidores, MIGUEL MARTINEZ y
SANTIAGO TRUJILLO.
Secretario, VICENTE MARTINEZ.

Vale por sello tercero por los afios de 1839 y 1840,
[Rubrie.]

. SANTA FE, Julio 4to de 1849,
Habiendo visto la merced concedida 4 Salvador Vernal y Tomas Lopez, y estando yo
satisfecho que hay habra perjuicio de tercero doy fee en que la dicha, merced esta por
mi aprobada en este, lugar Santa Fé, Julio 4to, de 1839, y para su debido, compli-
miento la firmo para efectos correspondientes de los dichos agraciados.
ARMIJO.

- Filed for record April 3d, 1873, at 9 o’clock a. m., and ded in Book A 34
Records Colfax County, New Mexico. , and recorded in Book A, page 342,
JOHN LEE,

Clerk Probate Court and ex-officio Recorder Colfax County, New Mexico.
Papel comun, traspasado en el 1841.

En esta Ingar de la Sangre de Cristo 4 los 27 dias del mes de Agosto del afio de mil
ochoplentos cuarenta y uno, ante mi, uno de los jueces de paz, comparecieron presentes
los cmdadanos' Salvador Verual y Tomas Lopez, ambos Gos bien conocidos de esta ter-
eera demareaciou de Anton Chico, y me suplicaron como vendedores que les hiciere el
dicho documento de traspaso, que dicen que le vendieron al Cno. Antonio Matias Go-
mes un cierto terreno que se halla en el lugar de la Ufia de Gato al lado del oriente
del rio Colorado y son sus linderos como lo dice la merced 4 ellos concedida por el
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receiving doso with the object of supporting their families and of doing something for
their welfare, T then, as coustitutional justice, declared that I would interpose, and
T did interpose as far as by law I am authorized to do under the law of the decrees
and as president now temporary in this jurisdiction under my charge. Wherefore I
have granted, in the name of God and the nation and its dignity; and in order that no
one shall bring any suit or inenmbrance against their possession, I signed my official
signature, with my aldermen, Miguel Martinez and José Santiago Trujillo, and my secre-
tary, to which I certitied; and I know this to be a donation of grant, &c., to be true.
MANUEL GARCIA DE LA MORA,
Aldermen, President and Constitutional Justice.

MIGUEL MARTINEZ,
SANTIAGO TRUJILLO.

VICENTE MARTINEZ

[Rubrie.]

Saxta Fg, July 4, 1839,
Having seen the grant conceded to Salvador Vernal and Tomas Lopez, and Deing
satisfied that there is prejudice to a third party [ que hay habra perjuicie de tercero, }
X do certify that the said grant is approved by me at this place, Santa Fé, July 4, 1839 ;

and for its due fulfillment I sign the same for the corresponding etfects for the said
grantees.

Secretary,

Valid for seal third for the years 1839 and 1840.

ARMI1JO.

Tiled for record April 3, 1873, at 9 o’clock a. m., and recorded in deed-book A, page
342, records Colfax County, New Mexico.
[sEAL.] JOHN LEE,
Clerk Probate Court and Ex-Officio Recorder Colfax County, New Mexico.

Common paper—conveyed year 1841.

At this place, Sangre de Cristo, on tlie 27th day of the month of August, in the year
of one thousand eight Liundred and forty-one, before me, one of the justices of the
Peace, appeared the citizens Salvador Vernal and Tomas Lopez, both well known of
this third district of Anton Chico, and as vendors requested me that I wounld make for
them the said deed of conveyance, as they declare that they sold to Antonio Matias
Gomes a certain tract of land situated at the place Utia de Gato, on the east side of Red
River, and its boundaries are the following,as the grant conceded to them by Governor
Manuel Armijo, year of 1839, recites: On the north the Tinaja hill and Cola de Aguila,
and on the south the Chico and Malpaciosos hills, and on the west the Lills of Red
River, couforming to the banks of the river, and on the east a line of the Tinaja hill
and the Malpaciosos hills of the well-known large mountain; and the vendors declare
they have sold the said land for the price and amount of three hundred goats,a Navajo
blanket, a gray mule, and a yoke of oxen, and seventy-five silver dollars, specie, for
which the said vendors declare they sold and are satisfied, and declare that if the said
land is worth or might be worth [more] they make to them gift and donation full and
arevocable; and 1, the justice, said that I would, and I did, officiate as far and as fully
asthe law permits; and to this I certify, in the transaction and in the delivery, with two
attending witnesses, &c.

JESUS SISNEROS,
. Justice of the Peace Third Demarcation of Anton Chico in my charge.

Witnesses: .

JUAN PEREA,
JUAN Jost GONZALES.

Principals and principals, their wives separately, with the will of both, in my pres-
sence and officiating alcalde.

SISNEROS.

Tomas Lopez, Chepita Baca, Salvador Vernal, Tomacita Baca, signed and execnted.
The foregoing is a correct translation of the original in Spanish, to the best of my
knowlege and belief.

. SAMUEL ELLISON.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this May 29, 1874,

JAMES K. PROUDFIT,

Surveyor-General,
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, TRANSLATOR'S DEPARTMENT,
SanNTA Ff, NEW Mexico, May 29, 1874,

. The foregoing translation having been by me compared with the papers from which
it wag made and found correct, is liereby adopted as the official translation.

DAYV. J. MILLER,
Translator,
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Vernal and Lopez at the town of Santa Cruz de la Cafiada, for bringing to the gov-
ernor at Sants 6. Vernal and Lopez had an attorney, one Joaquin Valdez, employed
to attend to the business of procuring the grant for them from the government, and
Valdez paid me for bringing the petition therefor to the governor at Santa Fé. On
my arrival here at Santa Fé I went to present the petition to the governor, accompanied
by Domingo Fernandez, who was connected in some official eapacity with the gov-
ernor, who in my presence and at my request presented the petition to the governor,
who upon receiving it directed me to call at the executive office the following day,
when he would advise me of his determination in the matter of the petition. On the
following day I returned, as directed, accompanied by Sefior Fernandez, as before,
when the governor read to us his decree, and then, inclosing the same in an envelope,
handed the envelope and inclosure to Fernandez and he to me, whereupon I returned
to Santa Cruz and there delivered tlie same to Valdez, and who immediately delivered
the papers to Messrs. Vernal and Lopez, remarking to them that the business was com-
plete and turned over to them. The decree was written upon a half sheet of paper,
and the document now shown me, purporting to be the same, I verily believe is the
identical paper I refer to as handed me by the governor at that time aud which I de-
livered to Valdez as stated.
JUAN PABLO MADRID.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this July 6, 1874.
JAMES X. PROUDFIT,
Surveyor-General,

BArTOLO MARTIN, being sworn by the surveyor-general, on his oath declares:

Question by Mr. Ellison. What is your name, age, occupation, and residense?

Answer. My name is Bartolo Martin ; my age is about geventy-five years; iy ogen-
pation is farmer; and my residence is now, and always has been, at Sau Ildsfonso, im
the county of Santa Fé. 3

Question. Do you know a tract of land called the Ufia de Gato tract; and if so,
please state where it is situated and what you know concerning the land, and the
claim therefor now here pending.

Answer. I doknow sach a tract of land. It is wpon the farther side of the Red
River, north of the town, and I think in the county of Colfax, in this Tesrritory. The
boundaries of the tract I do not know. In ot about the year 1839, Salvador Vernal
and Tomas Lopez, who kad been residing at the town of San Ildefonso, and who
were then leaving there to go upon and oceupy said Utia de Gato tract, of which they
were said to be the owners, employed me to go with them to the spot and take charge
of their sheep and goats there, which I did, remaining in their employment about
three years as shepherd, and until the invasion of the Texans, in 1842, when 1 re-
turned to San Ildefonso to live, but have several times been back to the place. Be-
fore I left the first time, Antonio Matias Gomez and his family moved upon the land
and resided there, and I was some three months in hisemploy there as shepherd. Sub-
sequently, and soon after the American military forces took possession of New Mex-
ico, in 1846, I was again at the place, en route to the Comanche country, on » tradin g
expedition, and Gomez was still residing there with his family, though his wife had
died since my last former visij to the spot, and both Vernal and Lopez had disap-
peared. There were cabins on the ground, occupied by the parties I have mentioned
as residences all the time I knew the place; and there were patches of corn, beans,
&ec., cultivated by them; and all the time they had live-stock there. I have never
seen or heard of any mines or minerals on the Ufia de Gato tract. It is all pastoral

land, though thereis some hilly country on the tract. I have no iuterest whatever in
this claim.

his
BARTOLO 4 MARTIN,
mark,

Sworn to and subscribed before me this July 6, 1874.
JAMES K. PROUDFIT,
Surveyor-General,

JEsUS MARIA GoMEZ, being sworn as aforesaid, on his oath declates:

Question by Mr. Ellison. What is your nathe, age, ococupation, and residence ¥

Answer. My name is Jesus Maria Gomez y Lopez; my age is thirty-one years; my
occupation is farmer; and my residence is San Ildefonso, in this (Santa Fé) county.

Question. Do you know the tract of land known as the Ufa e Gato tract; and if
80, please state what you know concerning the same, and this claim therefor,

Answer. I know the tract mentioned. 1t is sitnated in the county of Colfax, in this
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