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2 EXTINGUISHMENT OF INDIAN TITLE, ETC.

FOUR MEMORIALS FROM RESIDENTS AT AND NEAR THE EASTERN
SLOPE OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS.

To his Excellency the President of the United States:

Sir: The undersigned, your fellow-citizens, residents for the most
part within the territorial limits of Kansas and Nebraska, at and near
the base of the eastern slope of the Rocky mountains, are impelled by
resistless necessity to state to you in a concise manner the insecure
condition of their present existence, and, if prolonged, the certain
prospect of a state far less endurable. And if the undersigned shall
happily succeed in impressing upon the mind of your excellency the
force and truth of the views they entertain, it is their humble petition
that, in a special message, the subject may, as speedily and urgently
as to your excellency may seem proper, be presented to the considera-
tion of the two houses of Congress.

A short resumé as to the time when, and the persons by whom, the
original discoveries of gold were made in this region, may not be
tedious.

Eleven years ago, in the month of August, a party of Cherokees
and their allies, in scarch of game, but prepared for war, discovered,
by mere accident, on the banks of the Cache 4 la Poudre, near its dis-
charge from the cafions of the mountains,small quantities of quartz,
_partlally studded with gold, which, being exhibited on their return,
nduced another and more peaceful expedition the following season,
which resulted in still further, though limited, discoveries in other
localities.

Here rested rescarch until the spring of 1858, when a party of

Georgians and Cherokees, headed by Messrs. Russell, McFadding, and
others, established for themselves, and beyond all controversy, the
existence of gold throughout that beautiful plateau, once the camping
ground of Frémont and other explorers, now the seat of populous
Andustry and a thriving city of four thousand inhabitants, whose
growth has scarcely a parallel in the history of nations; watered by
the Platte and its four immediate tributaries, and placed in direct con-
tiguity with leads and seams of gold-bearing quartz which have been
dgposn:ed upon the summits and within the bosom of the Rocky mount-
alns, whose amazing extent and richness are now well and absolutely
known, and which your memorialists do most solemnly aver and declare
to your excellency, in their belief, from all the lights of intelligence,
history, and information, is not, and has never been, equalled, or even
approached, at any period or in any extended locality, upon the face
of the globe.

In making these assertions and protestations your memorialists crave
4 generous credit for candor and truth from your excellency. The
FOl'l‘l})lc privations and misery of an unprepared and insane flood of
immigration in the carlier months of 1859, whose representations,
61‘1(10(1 by the statements of a false and interested press in the distant
States, had possessed the mind of the whole Union of the existence of
an al_armmg, infamous imposture, has gradually quicted in effect, until
at this period the current truth is being felt in every State, of which
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be heard by Congress and the Exccutive, and immediate relief extended
in the preservation of their lives, their persons, and their property.

Your memorialists, and those they represent, are without law, ex-
cept the law of public opinion. They reside on plains and in moun-
tains, the possession, for a great part, of hostile Indians, and to which
the Union alone has the right of ultimate domain.

The acts of the legislature of Kansas, intended to establish jurisdic-
tion, having no validity, are disregarded as of no avail. The hardy,
industrious miner, in pursuit of discovery, exists in hourly peril of Lis
life, while the acts of the provisional government, and the authority of
vigilance committees, existing alone by public opinion, arising from some
extreme necessity of social disorder, are soon disregarded as powerless
and insufficient.

In the name, then, of common humanity, and by force of the gunar-
antees of protection which belong of right to citizens of the republic,
wherever they may be, the undersigned invoke the interposition of Con-
gress and the Executive in their behalf, in the early extinguishment
of the Indian title; a consequent survey and sale of the public lands;
the establishment of an assay office (not at Saint Louis, nor upon the
Missouri slope, but nerg) in the immediate and daily reach of the citi-
zens of this region.

Your memorialist do further most humbly, but earnestly, pray that
a government of law may be vouchisafed to them at an early day by the
present session of Congress over a district of country, the boundarics
of which are hercinafter indicated. This prayer, as will be perceived,
is the voice of five thousand men, pioneers of bravery, whose efforts, in
the midst of privations, are footsteps of civilization and improvement,
all tending, by Divine preparation, to aggrandize and enrich this already
prosperous and glorious Union. '

Of the influence which this discovery of gold, in large and rich de-
posits, muxt exert upon the future of the Union in scttling existing
disputes between statesimen, politicians, and speculators, as to the route
of a railroad to the Pacific ocean, the undersigned will not indulge a

aleulation. '

That it will hasten and establish thus far a great public highway
hetween the Missouri and the base of the Rocky mountains, is as inev-
itable, in their judgment, as destiny. ) ‘

It is not deemedd advisable to refer particularly to the obvious neees-
<ty of the ercetion of this new territory from contiguons portions of
New Mexico, Utah. Kansas, and Nebraska,  That this region has not
and cannot have peacetul political affinities with these four territories,
I8 too obvious to admit of reasoning; and hence, atter much reflection.
the undersigned have concluded to apply for a separate organization,
with the following boundaries: '

Commencing at a point where the thirty-seventh degree of north lati-
tude crosses the one hundred and second degree of west longitude, and
rimmng north on said meridian to the fortv-thivd degree of north lati-
tude: thenee west on said parallel to the one hnudred and tenth degree
of west longitude; thence south on said meridian to the thirtv-seventh
degree of north latitude; thence cast on the said parallel to the place
of beginning.
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The undersigned herewith present to your excellency a correct map
of this region, drawn aud compiled from the latest and most positive
sources of information, and in the correctness of which all reliance may
be placed.

In concluding this memorial, already too lengthy, the undersigned,
in behalf of themselves and those they represent, desire to say that, if
the views of Congress are not such as herein expressed in regard to the
propriety or nccessity of a territorial or State organization at a period
so early as contemplated, then, and in such an cvent, the alternate
petition is presented: That (inasmuch as during this year a census is
to be taken) an enabling act be passed with provisions, upon condition
that, if on the 1st day of July, 1860, thirty thousand resident inhalb-
itants be found within the limits of the mineral region, then a territo-
rial government is constituted by executive proclamation ; or, if on the
Ist day of September, 1860, one hundred and fifty thousand shall be
returned, then a State organization to occur. With one or either of
these propositions your memorialists would gladly rest content.

Your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

W. G. Pell, D. W. Bradford,

George Nichols,
F. H. Sockman,
R. L. Low,

H. 8. Tracy,

E. Donnelly,

M. G. Smith,

J. L. Boutwell,

C. T. H. Eigser,

A. W. Havin,

K. D. Hunt,

S. P. Drew,

William H. Hotclikiss,
John Leonard,

5. M. Lubley,

M. D. Cowsert,
William Alkire,

A. Gardner,

Milton Andrew,

H. D. Sage,

P. Holden,

D. Spiclman,

D. Cronk,

Alfred Cushen,

=

S. W, Tower,
James Barker,

S. Gram,

J. Stokes,

C. Lothere,

H. Tracy,

A. Stout,

C. Nikoles,

J. Rothroik,

J. Whitney,

A. J. Macky,

P. Quigley,

J. C. Ganes,

D. Williams,

R. L. Simpson,
Wm. W. Clifton,
George Briggs,
Thos. . Evans,
Henry A. Evans,
Henry C. Norton,
A. A. Brookfield,
H. M. Skinner.

To his Excellency the President of the United States :

Siz: The undersigned, your fellow-citizens, residents for the most
part within the territerial limits of Kansas and Nebraska, at and near
the buse of the castern slope of the Rocky mountains, are impelled by
resistless necessity to state to vou, in a eoncise manner, the insecure
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condition of their present existence, and, if prolonged, the certain pros-
pect of a state far Iess endurable. And, if the undersigned shall hap-
pily succeed in impressing upon the mind of your excellency the force
and truth of the views they entertain, it is their humble petition, that
in a special message the subject may, as speedily and urgently as to
your excellency may seem proper, be presented to the consideration of
the two houses of Congress.

A short resumé as to the time when, and the persons by whom, the
original discoveries of gold were made in this region, may mnot be
tedious.

Eleven years ago in the month of August, a party of Cherokees
and their allies, in search of game, but prepared for war, discovered
by mere accident, on the banks of the Cache a la Poudre, near its dis-
charge from the cafions of the mountains, small quantities of quartz,
partially studded with gold, which being exhibited on their return,
induced another and more peaceful expedition the following season,
which resulted in still further, though limited, discoveries in other
localities.

Here rested rescarch until the spring of 1858, when a party of
Georgians and Cherokees, headed by Messrs. Russell, McFadding, and
others, established for themselves, and beyond all controversy, the
existence of gold throughout that beautiful plateau, once the camping
ground of Frémont and other explorers, now the scat of prosperous
mdustry and a thriving city of four thousand inhabitants, whose
growth has scarcely a parallel in the history of nations; watered Dy
the Platte and its four immediate tributaries, and placed in direct con-
tiguity with leads and seams of gold-bearing quartz, which have been
deposited upon the summits and within the bosom of the Rocky moun-
tains, whose amazing extent and richness are now well and absolutely
known, and which your memorialists do most solemnly aver and declare
to your excellency, in their belief, from all the lights of intelligence,
history, and information, is not, and has never been, equalled or even
approached, at any period, or in any extended locality, upon the face
of the globe.

In making these assertions and protestations, your memorialists
crave a generous credit for candor and truth from your excellency.
The terrible privations and misery of an unprepared and insane flood
of immigration in the carlicr months of 1859, whose representations,
aided by the statements of a false and interested press in the distant
States, had possessed the mind of the whole Union of the existence of
an alarming, infamous imposture, has gradually quicted in effect, until
at this period the current truth is being felt in cevery State, of which
the astonishing facts can only he known here, and which time and
events will, in the coming scason, spread broadeast over the face of the
carth,

In presenting particulars to the attention of your excellency, your
memorialists state that within the last four months, and far more
within the latter than former portion of that period, leads of quartz,
with their attendant pyrites or sulphates of iron, have been traced and
probed with the very imperfect machinery and tools as yet in use, and
within the radii, to the west, of from fifty to one hundred miles from
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early as contemplated, then, and in such event, the alternate petition is
presented : That (masmuch as during this vear a census is to be taken)
an enabling act be paqscd with provisions, npon condition that if, on
the 1st d‘Ly of July, 1860, thirty thourand resident inhabitants be
found within the limits of the mineral region, then a territorial
government is constituted by executive proclamation ; or, if on the Tst
day of September, 1860, one hundred and fitty thousand shall bLe
returned, then a State organization to ocenr.  With one or either of
these ploposltmns )mu lnunon.thsts would gladly rest content.
Your memorialists, as in duty bound, will cver pray.

Geo. W, Brown,
W. B. Beall,

F. Dorsett, Jr.

J. Kinney,

S. B. Browning,
Ilenry Daniel,

L. B. Waterbury,
Greo, Smith,

H. Carlin,

N. Cremer,

Chas. A. Lawrence,
J. B. Black,
Charles Nichols,
James Sullivan,
C. A. Ross,

Levi Kime,
James Kime,
Jacob Donaker,
John Brandly,
Thomas Thorne,
Thos. O. Duncan,
J. W. Harrison,
Silas Wheeler,
LW, Mchms
John B. ’\IcDouﬂ"al
John L. ’\Imlmk,
W. H. Headley,
I Tehulz,

J. €. Stiles,

A. R. Studson,
R. B. Bosum,
Patrick McGinnis,
Wm. H. DeGraft,

1. Wansaer W’ynkoop

J. P Sears, jr.
Ldward C. BzLi.rd,
Stephen Marsten,
Jno. Spriggins,
J. AL Banfield,
IR. T. Beall,

I, Shannon,
L. Blossum,
James Naigle,
B. F. Berkley,
R. S. Baker,
W. Pell,

W. 8. Buckwalter,
C. J. Goss,

J. Whitney,

C. M. David,

. Whipple,

J. French,
Charles . Cook,
George Bicknel,
S. (. Hotehkiss,
Malcomb Read,
Silas Vants,
Henry Tridey,

L. C. Stanle_},
John W. Sampso
Thomson Smith,
Jas. Wagstaff,

P. L. \Vootmn
Geo. E. bpence]
S. W. Humphroy,
Z. M. Allen,
John Yourt,
George K. Smith,
Oscar B. Tolled,
C. R. Thorne,
Thomas Derkin,
Geo. Wynkoop,
L. Goodall,

B. Willson,

Job Moore,

Wm. Maoee
Jerome I’ollom,
Wi, Larimer,

B. D, \Vl'l@ms,

»!
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To his Excellency the President of the United States:

Str: The undersigned, your fellow-citizens, residents for the most
part within the territorial limits of Kansas and Nebraska, at and near
the base of the eastern slope of the Rocky mountains, are impelled by
resistless necessity to state to you, in a concise manner, the insecure con-
dition of their present existence, and, if prolonged, the certain prospect
of a state far less endurable. And, if the undersigned shall happily
succeed in impressing upon the mind of your excellency the force and
truth of the views they entertain, it is their humble petition, that in
a special message the subject may, as speedily and urgently as to your
excellency may scem proper, be presented to the consideration of the
two houses of Congress.

A short resumé as to the time when, and the persons by whom, the
original discoveries of gold were made in this region, may mnot be
tedious. -

Eleven years ago, in the month of August, a party of Cherokees and
their allies, in search of game but prepared for war, discovered, by
mere accident, on the banks of the Cache 4 la Poudre, near its dis-
charge from the caiions of the mountains, small quantities of quartz,
partially studded with gold, which, being exhibited on their return,
induced another and more peaceful expedition the following season,
which resulted in still further, though limited, discoveries in other
localities.

Here rested rescarch until the spring of 1858, when a party of Geor-
gians and Cherokees, headed by Messrs. Russell, Mcl'adding, and
others, established for themselves, and beyond all controversy, the exist-
ence of gold throughout that beautiful plateau, once the camping ground
of Frémont and other explorers, now the seat of prosperous industry
and a thriving city of 4,000 inhabitants, whose growth has scarcely a
parallel in the history of nations; watered by the Platte and its four
nnmediate tributaries, and placed in direct contiguity with leads and
seams of gold-bearing quartz, which have been deposited upon the sum-
mits and within the bosom of the Rocky mountains, whose amazing
extent and richness are now well and absolutely known, and which
your memorialists do most solemnly aver and declare to your excel-
lency, in their belief, from all the lights of intelligence, history, and
information, is not, and has never been, equalled, or even approached,
at any period, or in any extended locality, upon the face of the globe.

In making these assertions and protestations, your memorialists crave
a gencrous credit for candor and truth from your excellency. The ter-
rible privations and misery of an unprepared and insane flood of immi-
gration in the carlier months of 1859, whose representations, aided by
the statements of a false and interested press in the distant States, had
l""f*c'““’d the mind of the whole Union of the existence of an alarming,
tfamous imposture, has gradually quicted in effect, until at this period
the current truth is being felt in every State, of which the astonishing
facts can only be known here, and which time and events will, in the
coming season, spread broadcast over the face of the carth.

In presenting particulars to the attention of your excellency, your
memorialists state that within the last four months, and far more
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within the latter than former portion of that period, leads of quartz,
with their attendant pyrites or sulphates of iron, have been traced and
probed with the very imperfect machinery and tools as yet in use, and
within the radii, to the west, of from fifty to one hundred miles from
the city of Denver, which, in the consummate belief of your memorial-
ists, will afford active and profitable employment for capital and its
hundreds of thousands of laborers, for a period so long as your memo-
rialists trust and hope the blessed union of these States shall endure.

The demonstrations of a few weeks have shown conclusively that the
sulphates of iron—thousands of cords of which, thrown aside by miners
ignorant of their value, and now in sight—are quite as valuable as the
quartz, and yield from one to five cents to the pound.

There are two steam quartz mills of limited capacity now in opera-
tion, and a few others in process of erection; but next year the cum-
brous wagons of the contracting freighter over the wilderness of plains,
starting from the Missouri to our country, will be laden with hundreds
of powerful crushers, and still the number and industry of our miners
will demand a supply of thousands more.

The discoveries in the gulches on the waters of the Platte and Ar-
kansas, issuing from the savannas and reservoirs of the middle and
south parks, recently made, are so considerable that within two months,
from the mineral springs of Pike’s Peak, one hundred miles from this
locality, to the waters of the Blue river, a supposed tributary of the
Grand river, and thence of the Colorado, stores of goods and hundreds
of men (some with families) have taken up their winter quarters for
carlier action the coming season; while the gulches in the vicinity of
Gregory’s and the smrrounding mountains, which were worked at an
earlier day, have steadily increased in productiveness and value, and
will resume their yield to their owners in the early spring.

It may, in contrastwith this somewhat glowing account, seem strange,
from the returns of the Mint, that the amounts of dust from hence
should hardly be observed, when the returns of California are consid-
cred.

Your excellency will understand that no additional discoveries to
those of Russell and his party, in this vicinity, prior to the last days of
May, were made, and that weeks elapsed before the achievement of any
assured success. The process of excavation, difficult at all times, be-
came infinitely more tedious and disheartening from the almost total
want of proper and sufficient implements. No idea had been previously
entertained, no preparation made, and no capital existed to aid the will
and industry of man in encountering and pursuing the devious track of
fissures from the summits to the bosoms of the mountaing, whose chaotic
confusion of place the eye can trace, but no pen may describe.

Your memorialists are not inclined to weary your excellency with
long accounts of the particular embarrassments of their present exist-
ence, but they do protest and proclaim that the voices of from eight to
ten thousand human beings—fellow-countrymen all—of right should be
heard by Congress and the Executive, and nimmediate relief extended in
the preservation of their lives, their persons, and their property.

Your memorialists, and those they represent, are without law, ex-
cept the law of public opinion. They reside on plains and in mount-
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R. Williams,
D. Morehead,
F. West,
Philip Jones,
A. L. Jacobs,
L. Loomis,
. R. Brand,

P. Sloan,

L. Lock,

D. Durant,
M. Coleman,
P. Swigart,

D. Lowe,

A. T. Rummel,
Peter Greenish,
George W. Brizer,
James J. Rariden,
Charles Barton,

H. B. Eighmey,
Geo. Le Ferre,
John N. Neulin,
Josiah Chandler,
Archibald Bennett,
David Orr,

Joseph Randall,
George D. Read,
Gregory Fredley
Benjamin Riley,
Karolus Warga,
Benjamin Bernhurst,
Peter Green,

J. Temple,

Andrew Lyons,

W. W. Scott,

Isaac Garnctt,

J. F. Allen,
Charles E. Tucker,

OF INDIAN TITLE, ETC.

K. Nagel,

Peter Stein,
Hanas Narham,
R. Hurnel,

P. Easter,

Moses Deitz,

Carr Wood,

A. Death,

P. Mundy,

R. Graves,
Simon Lupton,
P. Duncan,

I.. C. Louis,

P. H. Woodworth,
Josiah Chandler,
Thomas Garnett,
Abram Looney,
Erick Bottolson,
V. N. Estergaard,
Jno. Hart,
Robert Patterson,
Patrick Simmons,
Martin Malone,
J. Q. Shafer,
Geo. C. Coleman,
John Rice,

Albert Law,
Alfred Lossing,
Danicl Shevely,
‘W. J. Blair,

J. I'. Reynolds,
Samuel W. Beall,
L. Weeks,

D. Stuart,
Greorge Sterritt,
Stephen Davenport.

To his Excellency the President of the United States :

Stik: The undersigned, your fellow-citizens, residents for the most
part within the territorial limits ot Kansas and Nebraska, at and near
the Dase of the castern slope of the Rocky mountains, are impelled by
resistless necessity to state to you in, a concise manner, the insecure
condition of their present existence, and, if prolonged, the certain
prospect of a state far less endurable.  And it the undersigned shall
happily succeed in impressing upon the mind of your excellency the
force and truth of the views they entertain, it is their humble peﬁtion
that in a special message the subject may, as speedily and urgently as
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of vigilance committees, existing alone by public opinion, arising from
some extreme necessity of social disorder, are soon disregarded as
powerless and insufficient. ) .

In the name, then, of common humanity, and by force of the guar-
antees of protection which belong of right to citizens of the republic
wherever they may be, the undersigned invoke the interposition of
Congress and the Executive in their behalf, in the carly extinguish-
ment of the Indian title, a consequent survey and sale of the public
lands, the establishment of an assay office (not at Saint Louis, nor upon
the Missouri slope, but ugrg) in the immediate and daily rcach of the
citizens of this region.

Your memorialists do further most humbly, but earnestly, pray that
a government of law may be vouchsafed to them at an early day, by
the present session of Congress, over a district of country the bound-
aries of which are hereinafter indicated. This prayer, as will be per-
ceived, is the voice of five thousand men, pioneers of bravery, whose
efforts, in the midst of privations, are footsteps of civilization and im-
provement, all tending, by Divine preparation, to aggrandize and
enrich this already prosperous and glorious Union.

Of the influence which this discovery of gold, in large and rich de-
posits, must exert upon the future of the Union in settling existing
disputes between statesmen, politicians, and speculators as to the route
of a railroad to the Pacific ocean, the undersigned will not indulge a
calculation.

That it will hasten and establish thus far a great public highway
between the Missouri and the base of the Rocky mountains, is as in-
evitable, in their judgment, as destiny.

It is not deemed advisable to refer particularly to the obvious neces-
sity of the crection of this new Territory from contiguous portions of
New Mexico, Utah, I{ansas, and Nebraska. That this region has not,
and cannot have peaceful political affinities with these four Territories,
is too obvious to admit of reasoning ; and hence, after much reflection,
the undersigned have concluded to apply for a separate organization,
with the following boundaries : '

Commencing at a point where the thirty-seventh degree of north
latitude crosses the onc hundred and sccond degree of west longitude,
and running north on said meridian to the forty-third degree of north
latitude ; thence west on sald parallel to the one hundred and tenth
degree of west longitude ; thence south on said meridian to the thir-
ty-seventh degree of north latitude ; thence east on the said parallel to
the place of beginning.

The undersigned herewith present to your excellency a correct map
of this region, drawn and compiled from the latest and most positive
sources of information, and in the correctness of which all reliance
may be placed.
~ In concluding this memorial, already too lengthy, the undersigned,
in behalf of themselves and those they represent, desire to say that, if
the views of Congress are not such as hercin expressed, in regard to
the propricty or necessity of a territorial or State organization, at a
period so carly as contemplated, then, and in sach an event, the alter-
nate petition is presented : That (inasmuch as during this year a cen-

Ex. Doc. 15 2 '
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