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No. II. Letter of R. W. Thompson to Hon. W. K. Sebastian, chair-
man of Committee on Indian Affairs, Scnate, January 20, 1855.

No. IIT. Letter of R, W. Thompson to the First Comptroller, ask-
ing immediate payment of amount appropriated by Congress for his
services as attorney for Menomoneces, March 7, 1355.

No. IV, Copy of the 17th section of the civil and diplomatic bill,
March 3, 1855,

No. V. Instrument cancelling the assignment of an interest in the
Menomonee claim, executed by Geo. W. Ewing as surviving partner
of W. G. & G. W. Ewing, February (March) 9, 1855.

No. VI. Memorial of Geo. W. Manypenny, Commissioner of Indiaw
Affairs, to the President, in hehalf of the Menomonees.,

No. VII. Letter of Moses Kelly to the First Comptroller, in regard
to statement of Mr. Herrick, March 10, 1855.

No. VIII. Letter of P. Clayton, Second Auditor, to the Secretary of
the Interiov, relative to the claim of R. W. Thompson, March 10,
1855.

No. IX. Letter of the Necretary of the Treasury to the Attorney
General, referred to in Mr. Thompson’s letter of March 14, 1855, not
found, (a copy to be made at the Treasury Department to accompany
these papers in this connexion.)

No. X. Letter of R. W. Thomypson to the Attorney Gteneral, March
14, 1855.

Printed copy of R. W. Thompson’s letter to the Secretary of the
Interior, January 19, 1855.

No. XI. Letter of R. W. Thompson to the Attorney General, March
14, 1855, respecting a letter of the Secretary of the Treasury.

Release of R. W. Thompson to the Menomonees, March 14, 1855.

No. XII. Statement of R. W. Thompson, in connexion with his
claim against the Menomonees.

No. XIII. TLetter of R. W. Thompson to the Attorney (General, ap—
prising him that Luke Lea will act as his attorney during his absense..

No. XIV. Letter of the Hon. J. D. Bright to the Secretary of the-
Treasury, in regard to the character of Mr. McKeen.

No. XV. Report of George W. Manypenny, Commissioner of Indiaw
Affairs, to the Sccretary of the Interior, transmitting a letter from:
Superintendent Huebschmann in relation to the claim of R. W.
Thompson against the Menomonees, March 24, 1855.

Copy of Superintendent Huebschmann’s letter to the Commissioner:
of Indian Affairs, March 23, 1855.

No. XVI. Memorandum of R. W. Thompson for Attorney Geenarall,
March 29, 1855.

No. XVII. Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Sec-
retary of the Interior, submitting papers relating to the action of the
Menomonees, cancelling a paper obtained from them by R. W.
Thompson, May 3, 1855, with enclosures, being—

Copy of a letter of R. W. Thompson to the Menomonees, March 7,
1855.

Memorial of Menomonee chiefs revoking any and all documents of.
Thompson’s, which some of them have signed, April 17, 1855.
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Sccretary of the Interior, in regard to the claim of R. W. Thompson
against the Menomonees, with papers annexed, December 22, 1855.
No. XXVIIT. Tetter of the Secretary of the Interior to the Pres-
ident, December 26, 1855.
No. XXIX. Tetter of the Sceretary of the Interior to the Pres-
ident, returning the Senate resolution calling for papers in the case
of R. W. Thompson, March 8, 1856.

No. I.

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled :

The nundersigned, a citizen of the State of Indiana, respectfully rep-
resents: That in September, 1850, the chiefs and headmen of the
Menomonee nation of Indians, constituting a deputation from their
nation, came to the city of Washington to adjnst their business with
the government of the United States, but more particularly to seek
reliet against the provisions of a treaty made with them in October,
1848, by which they alleged that they had conveyed to the United
States a large quantity of land, for the payment of which no pro-
vision was made by said treaty. They also complained that, by said
treaty, they were to be removed to a tract of country set apart for
them on the Crow Wing river, west of the Mississippi, where they
could find no mneans of subsistence, and where they would be exposed
to depredations from the strong tribes in that neighborhood, who were
their hereditary enemies in consequence of their constant friendship
for the whites, and against whom they were too weak to protect them-
selves.

They called upon the undersigned to aid them in the arrangement
of their business, as their attorney. 7l declined o do so unless his
employment could be made with consent of the proper officer of the gov-
ernment, and asked for time for consideration, that hie might satisfy
himself upon these questions.  He then obtained the consent of those
officers, and consented to act as attorney for the tribe.  His first power
of attorney was exeented in the Indian office and acknowledged before
the then acting commassioner.

At that time there was a standing rule of the Indian Bureau that
recognized the right of an Indian tribe to transact its business by
attorney, which rule was established by the present Secretary of State
while he was Seerctary of War, having jurisdiction over Indian affairs.
And an opinion of the Attorney General had then been given to the
same effect, and both these concurred in establishing the rule that
where an attorney acted for a tribe, and his contract was fairly made,
and his services rendered accordingly, he should be protected by the
government, and had snch a right to a part of the money recovered
as that the government ought not to distribute it amongst the Indians,
but pay his share over to him. The undersigned also obtained the
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the undersigned that he should be paid one-third part of whatever sum
should be allowed them by the United States. These two last papers
were execiited «ffer the undersigned had made his argument before
the Secretary, and before the decision of the Commissioner, so that all
-the time he made his original argument, he had no other reliance for
the amount of his compensation than the liberality of the Indians.

This power of attorney and agreement were both acknowledged by
the Indians before the interpreters, who made known its contents to
them before the register and receiver at Green Bay, and before the
sub-Indian agent. It is certified by these that they exccuted them of
their own free will and accord, and the sub-agent certifies, in addition,
that there was no undue influence over the Indians, employed to in-
duce them to execute them. TIn addition, also, to this statement in his
certificate, he forwarded copies of them to the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, in an official letter, dated March 22, 1851, wherein he says,
that he had endeavored to ascertain whether any undue influence had
been exercised over the Indians, and found that there had been none.

These papers, thus certified and attested, reached the Indian office,
as soon after the date of this letter as they could be transported by
mail, and have been ever since on the files of that office, so that from
that time there has been no concealment in reference to them or their
contents, After their execution there was nothing more to be done
in the Indian country, in order to prepare the case or fix the compen-
sation of the undersigned. The latter was done by the agreement,
and the case was made up and submitted to the Secretary, and by him
referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

After the case was decided by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
and was reported by him to the Secretary of the Interior, the under-
signed had other interviews with him in reference to it, and made
additional arguments before him. On the 25th April, 1851, he
affirmed the general views of the Commissioner in relation to the
measure of relief, but declined to make a new treaty—deciding that
the case should be sent to Congress.

From the Secretary the undersigned caused the case to be taken
before the President, with a view of obtaining his consent to make a
new treaty. He however declined to disturb the decision of the Secre-
tary, but affirmed it as it stood—suggesting, however, that the sum
to be paid the Indians should be regulated by the real instead of the
assumed quantity of land. This would have increased the sum above
what was reported by the Commissioner.

As, at this time, the period to which the President had exteuded
the time of their removal, June 1, 1851, was approaching, it became
necessary to obtain an additional extension. This, also, the under-
signed obtained from the President, so that they should not be removed
until the case could be acted upon and decided by Congress.

After this, in order still to keep these Indians in Wisconsin, and
get them from where they then were, so as to make room for the white
population, the undersigned succceded in getting the necessary mea-
sures adopted which led to the issuance of an order to the superintend-
ent of Indian affairs in Wisconsin to explore the country near the
head of Wolf river in that State, with a view to ascertain whether or
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to comply with their contract with the undersigned, and pay hiw
what they had promised.

The Indians then executed a paper, which was signed by every chief
of the nation, in which they request the President and Congress to pay
to the undelblﬂned the one-third part of the sum allowed them in the
late treaty, according to their agreement of Iebruary 15, 1851, and
that the same shall be deducted from the amount hereafter to be paid
them by said treaty. And they stipulate that the United States shall
be forever discharged from the sum so paid; and that it it shall be-
come necessary to depart from any of the conditions of said treaty, in
_order to pay said money, the same may be done, and if done, they
ratify the same, and declare that it shall be bi udnm upon the nation.
This paper was fully interpreted by two Jntexpxctols and 1s witnessed
by them and five other persons who were present, who do understand
and speak the Menomonee language. It is also witnessed by still five
other persons who were present, who do not understand and speak the
language. Duplicates of this paper were made at the time. One of
thesc was given to the undersigned, and accompanics this memorial.
The other, exccuted and attested in the same way, was retained by
the Indians, with a request from the undersigned that, as the super-
intendent was not present, they would hand it to him when he came,
to be sent to Washington, if, at that time, it was still the will of the
nation,

The superintendent, in a report to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
dated November 1, 1854, in speaking of this paper, says, that before
he held a council of the Indians, some of the chiefs whom he asked
about it ““did not exactly know the purport of the paper,’”” but that
after the council met he interrogated them about it, when the hereditary
head chief of the nation answered him by handmg Tim the paper.
The superintendent then says that he made a speech to them, which
he reports so far as to show that he was persuading them to frepudiate
the paper; but, even after this, told him that they had nothing more
to say, the contents of the paper fully expressing the wish of the na-
tion ; so that the undersigned is justified in saying that this paper
not only expressed the will of the nation at the time it was made, but
when it was handed to the superintendent. This latter fact would
give it authenticity of itself.

These Indians insist upon the inviolability of their contract with
the undersigned, and they now ask that Congress will give them the
power to COmply with its stipulations. And the undersigned, in his
own behalf, asks that they may be permitted so to do. The time o:
the payment to the government, under this late treaty, can make but
little difference to the United States, while it makes much difference
to the undersigned. He made his contract with the sanction of all
the officers of the government who were connected with the business.
He made it at a time when a rule of the Indian office recognized and
gave validity to such contracts, and when an opinion of the Attorney
General had declared such to be the law. Good faith on the part of
the United States, therefore, forbids that the government shall be
instrumental in impairing the validity of his contract, or of destroy-
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have hereunto set our hands, this 9th day of September, 1850, at the
city of Washington aforesaid.

Osh-kosh, his x mark.
Ke-si-ney, his x mark.
Shaw-wan-ne-penais, his x mark.
Sho-na-nee, his x mark.
Chi-co-tum, his x wark.
La-mott, his x mark.
Conow, ‘ his x mark.
Wau-ke-chon, his x mark.

Witnessed by—
Joux B. Jacoss,
Rev. F. J. Boxpuer,
Superintendent, and pastor among the Menomonees.

Done in the Indian Office this 9th of September, 1850.
A. 8. LOUGHRY, dcting Commissioner.

No. 2.

Power of attorney (and wratification) from Menomonee nation to
LRichard W. Thompson.

Whereas, a deputation of the chiefs, headmen, and warriors of the
Menomonee nation of Indians, did, on the 9th day of September, 1850,
at the city of Washington, make and cxecute a power of attorney,
whereby they appointed Richard W. Thompson, of the State of In-
diana, the true and lawful attorney of the said Menomonee nation of
Indians, and authorized and empowered him to act for, and in the
name of said nation, in the prosecution of the claim of said nation for
the recovery of additional compensation from the United States for
their lands in Wisconsin, and for the wrong done them by the treaty
of the 18th October, 1848, made at Lake Powaw-hay-kon-nay.

And whereas, the said power of attorney has been fully made known
and explained to us, now, therefore, we, the undersigned chiefs, head-
men, and warriors of the said Menomonee nation, in common council
assembled at Lake Powaw-hay-kon-nay in said nation, do herchy, in
the name of our said nation, by these presents, ratify, sanction, and
confirm the act aforesaid, of our said deputation, in making the afore-
said power of attorney, and in the employment of the said Richard
W. Thompson, and do recognize the same as binding upon us in all
respects, and as fully and effectually as if the said power of attorney
had been executed in general council of said nation.

And we do hereby delegate to our said attorney full and ample
power to conclude an agreement with our great father, the President
of the United States, in relation to the aforesaid claim, and to agree
upon, adjust, and settle the amount of money to be paid our said nation
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Jacobs and Talbert Pricket, interpreters sworn for that purpose, to a
delegation of twelve of the principal chiefs of the Menomonee nation,
whose names are subscribed thereto, viz: Corrow Glande, Wy-tah-
sauh, Sho-ne-new, Lamotte, Shaw-wan-on, Tah-ko, Osh-kish-he-nay-
new, Little Wave, Ah-kin-na-pe-new, Wau-gid-jau, Che-quo-tum,
Shaw-poa-tuk, and who state that they came to acknowledge the same
before their sub-agent at this place, who now is, and has been absent
for the last twenty or thirty days, and they ackncwledge the same to
be their act and deed as chiefs of their nation, for the purposes therein
expressed.

EDGAR CONKLIN,

Lecerver Unated States Land Office.
ALEXANDER SPAULDING, Register.
(GREEN Bay, February 28, 1851.

We hereby certity that the greater part of the within named princi-
pal chiefs and headmen of the Menomonce nation, whose names are:
signed to the foregoing power of attorney, appeared before us, this
10th day of March, A. D. 1851, at Lake Powaw-hay-gon, and having
the contents of said power of attorney read, and fully interpreted and
explained by us, acknowledged their signatures, and also stated that
it was the wish of their people that we should certify to the samc as
being their free act and deed, without any undue influence having
been made use of on the part of any one, and for the purposes therein

expressed.
W. H. BRUCE,
Sub-Indian Agent.
WILLIAM POWELL,
United Stetes Interpreter.

No. 3.

Agreement between Menomonce Indians and Itichard . Thompson.

For value received, I hereby assign an interest of one half' in this:
contract to W. G. and G. W. Ewing.
R. W. THOMPSON.

‘W asHINGTON, August 2, 1852.

Whereas, a depntation of the chiefs, headmen, and warriors of the
Menomonee nation of Indians, did, on the 9th day of September, 1850,
at the city of Washington, make and execute a power of attorney,
whereby they appointed Richard W. Thompson, of the State of Indi-
ana, the true and lawful attorney of the said Menomonee nation of’
Indians, and authorized and empowered him to act for, and in the
name of, the nation, for the recovery of additional compensation from
the United States, for their lands in Wisconsin, and for the wrong
done them by the treaty of the 18th October, 1848, made at Lake
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Wa-pa-men-shaw. his x mark.
Sho-nee-nein, jr., his x mark.
Pe-je-pe-ka. his x mark.

Ah-ko-no-nay, by Osh
Kosh, his father.  his x mark.

. Pe-quaw-deg-ni-ni, his x mark.
Ar-ia-she, his x mark.
Mekek, his x mark,
Ekk-am-mot, his x mark.
Shaw-wa-ni-gi-gig, his x mark.

The foregoing was interpreted and fully explained to said chiefs in
council, before it was signed by them, in our presence, and the com-
pensation to their attorney fixed by them.

T. J. BONDUEL,

Superintendent and Missioncry.
GEORGI COWN,
JOHN B. JACOBS, Interpreter.
TALBOT PRICKET, Interpreter.
EDWARD I'. SAWYER.

STATE 0F WISCONSIN,
County of Winnebago,

Be it remembered that this day the chiefs, headmen, and warriors,
of the Menomonee nation of Indians, who have, in national council as-
sembled, signed the foregoing and aforesaid instrument, had the same
fully interpreted and explained to them in mny presence, and did there-
upon acknowledge the same to be their act and deed for the purposes
therein mentioned,

Given under my hand and scal this 17th day of Iebruary, A, D.
[L.s.] 1851,

GEO. . WRIGHT. ANotary Public.

State 0F WISCONSIN,
County of Winnebago, §7

I, . R Baldwin, clerk of the cireuit conrt of said county, certify
that George I, Wricht, who has signed the foregoing acknowledg-
ment, is, and was at the date thereof, an acting notary public in and
for said county, and that all his official acts arc entitled to full faith
and credit.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hanud and the seal of said
[r. 8.] court this 19th day of Felruary, 1851.

L. R BALDWIN. ('esl,

We, the undersigned, Alexander Spalding, register, and Edgar
Conklin, receiver of the Green Bay land oftice, do hereby certify that
we were present and heard the foregoing agreement with Richard W
Thompson read and fully explained and interpreted by John B. Jacob

Ex, Doc. 72—2
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at this sub-agency will not be attributed to a neglect of duty on mny
part.

On my return to Osh-kosh, which is near Lake Pow-hay-gomue, 1
learned there had been some business transacted among the Indians,
and they wished to see the sub-agent.

I visited them on the 10th of March, and they then informed me
that they had been to Green Bay, and on enquiry, 1 found that there
was sonie papers which they wished me to certify to—herewith en-
closed, please find copies of the same ; also, yvou find a copy of a letter
from R. W. Thompson, of Washington city, to the Indians, marked A.

The power of” attorney you will find is marked B.

An agreement to give a certain amount of money by virtue of said
power of attorney, .

The depositions of Reverend Bonduel and others, D,

I then inquired whether these papers were made prior to their visit
to Green Bay, and they said they weve called together for the purpose-
of hearing Mr. Thompson’s letter read, and then the papers were
made ont, after which time they wished to see me.

I then spent much time in fully explaining the effect of both the
power of attorney and contract, and at the same time endeavoring to
ascertain whether any undue influence had been practiced to obtain
their signatures to said contract, and they utterly disclaimed any
such pmcodure—(tt the same time wished that the papers might be
certified to by myselt and interpreter, and at their urgent reqne.st we
acceded to their wishes, as the deparfient will see by the enclosed
papers.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. BRUCLE,
Sub Indian Agent.

Hon. Luke LEa,

Commissioner of Indian Affatrs, Washington city.

No. 5.
Affidavit of Messrs. Bonduel, Cown, Jacobs, and Pricket

State oF WiscoNsIN, Counly of Winucbago, February 17, 1851,

We, the undersigned, were present at a national council of the
V[enomonoe Tndmns lxdd at Lake Pow-aw-kou-nay, in Wisconsin, on
the fifteenth day of February, 1851, when we heard read and ex-
plained to the chiefs, headmen and WdIII()l.S of’ said nation, a letter
{rom Richard W, T]mmpson, their attorney, in the city of Washing-
ton, and dated the 18th day of Jannary, 1851 ; in said letter, the
said Thompson expressly said to said Indians, that lie would not
name any sum to he paid him by said nation for his services as their
attorney ; but that hie left that to be determined by the chiefs, headmen,
and warriors themselves, as he had told their delegation in \V.uhln(r—
ton he would do.  'Whercupon the said chiefs, headinen and warriors
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STATE OF WISCONSIN, )
‘ounty of TWinnebago. § 55

I, 1. . Baldwin, clerk of the cireuit court of said county, do
hereby certify that Foam personally acquainted with the Rev. It J.
Bonduel, George Cown, John B. Jacols, Talbert Prickett, and 1. I,
Sawyer(all citizens of this connty except J. BoJacobs.y who have
witnessed the execution of a certain power of attorney and agreement
of the Menomonce Tndians to Colonel R AW, T homlwm, (1 vted the
15th day of IFebruary. AL DL 1851, and helieve them to be of good
moral character and men of” truth and veracity.
[ 5] In testimony whereof Thave hereunto set my hand and seal
Sl ol sald cowrt this 19th day of IFebruary, A, D. I851,

L. R, BALDWIN, C'lerk.

No. 6.

WoasiniNaroN, May 24, 1851.

Sir: I have been instructed by the Menomonee Indians to request
that they be permitted, by the President of the United States, to re-
main on the lands now orcupied by them in Wisconsin for another
year, and until proper relief has been granted them by the United
Ntates for the wrong done them in the treaty of 1848. That treaty
gives to the President power to remove them whenever, in his judg-
ment, the lands they occupy shall be required, and, by an existing
order, the time of removal is fixed for the 1st of June next month.
There arc many reasons why this order should not be executed, and
why they should be permitted to remain longer.

It wonld not he consistent with fair or good policy upon the part of
the government to requirve their removal until the injury done them
by the treaty of 1848 has heen repaired.

Many of them desire to become eitizens of Wisconsing and to culti-
vate the arts of peace, &e. And I think this tribe is now in a good
condition to test the benefits which may be expected to resnlt {rom
this policy.

A considerable number of the citizens of Wisconsin have petitioned
that they be permitted to remain.

It is yet very questionable whether the country set apart for them
west of the Mississippi will not expose them to starvation, or to de-
struction from the more warlike tribes which would surround them.

Their crops for the present scason are probably in the ground, and
a removal now wonld require an abandonment ot them.

There arc many other reasons which satisfy me that they should not
be removed, and I hope they will produce a like impression upon the
minds of the President and yourself, and that the postponement they
ask will be granted them

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, yonr obedient servant,

R. W. THOMPSON,
Attorney for Menomonees.

Hon. Luxe Lea,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.






RICIIARD W. TIIOMPSON. 23

No. 8.
Letter to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Wiesteorr, Mussourr, July 2, 1853.

Sir; I thought it altogether probable when 1 left home, that 1
should mcet you in the country, as T expected you would attempt, by
this time, to treat with the Nebraska Indians, and that I should then
have an opportunity to converse with you in relation to the business
of the Menomonee Indians, about which we had some conversation
when Isaw you.  Ieamne here to close up my business with the Shawnee
Indians, and have been detained somewhat longer than I had expected.
I write to you from here, therefore, so that I may receive your reply
by the time I reach home.

The business of the Menomonees, so far as it 1s necessary to mention
here, is in this condition: By act of Cougress they were removed to
their present location, and since then the legislature of Wisconsin
have agreed by joint resolution that they may remain there. They
desire to relinquish their title to the country owned by them upon the
Crow Wing river, and in licu of it to acquire title to the land where
they now are. I have full and ample authority to do all this, and to
settle all their affairs with the government, and will readily yield to
your views in reference to the best plan of accomplishing the object.
I would, however, suggest that you and I can, ifit is agreeable to you,
agree, in a very short while, by correspondence, upon the preliminaries
of a treaty, and that then there will be nothing more to do but to
send it to the superintendent and have him get the approval of the
Indians. This will be the simplest and most cconomical plan, as it
will cost nothing.

If this plan meets your views please let me know immediately,
when I will prepare a statement of what the Indians destre for your
constderation.  In this way we can readily agree, [ think, upon all the
necessary preliminary conditions of a treaty.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
R. W. THOMPSON,
Attorney for Menomoncees.
Hon. G. W. MANYPENNY,
Commissioner of Indian Affuirs.

No. 9.

Extract from letter of R, W, Thompson t» Commissioner of Indion
Affairs.
Trrre Havre, August 23, 1853,

DEeAr SIR :
* * * * * * ES A

Owing to this business I have been unable to prepare a statement
which I designed to make in reference to the business of the Menomo-

A
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3d. That a new treaty should be made with said Indians, as the
proper and only legal mode of redressing the wrongs and grievances
of which they complain.

The argument of the attorney for the Menomonees throughout pre-
sents the whole question as one to be judicially considered and deter-
mined according to the strict rules of law governing cases of contract.
Confining mysclt to this view of the subject, so far as the points sub-
mitted arc concerned, I have arrived at the conclusion that the posi-
tions assumed are not well taken.

The material facts and testimony relied on in argument may he
stated as follows

The United States and the Menomonee nation of Indians made a
treaty at Lake Powa-na-kay-kow-nay, in the State of Wisconsin, on
the 8th of’ October, 1848.

The second article is in these words, to wit: ¢ The said Menomonee
tribe of Indians agree to cede, and do hereby agree to cede, setl, and
to relinquish to the United States, all their lands in the State of Wis-
consin, wherever situated.”’

As, preliminary to the making of this treaty, the question was sub-
mitted to the Attorney (rencral of the United Ntates, to determine the
extent and quantity of the lands owned by these Indians, he gave
an opinion on the 13th September, 1848, in which he examined the
several treaties previously made with the Menomonees, and the agree-
ment between them and other tribes in relation to their houndaries.

The result of his inquiry was—

“Ist. That the Menomonees have no reasonable pretensions to the
west of Black river, which they indicated in the treaty of 1825 as the
extent of their claim in that direction.

“2d. That they have none beyond the Timits which they specified
and claimed in the treaty of 1831 ; and that the United States, having
since purchased of other tribes the lands beyond those limits, cannot
be called upon to pay for them again,

“3d. That within those lhmits they have no title whatever to the
large triangular tract adjacent to, and west of, the line established be-
tween them and the Chippewas by the treaty of 1827, they having
then relinquished any claim of title to the Chippewas.

““4th. That, subject to the three foregoing restrictions, they may
cross the Wisconsin, into the territory claimed by the Winnebagoes,
and show a title better than theirs, it they have one.

“5th. That the treaties of 1825 and 1827, fairly interpreted, with
reasonable and legitimate inferences, would prevent them from cross-
ing the line of 1825 into what was then regarded as the Chippewa
territory, and preferring any claim there.

“6th. That the treaty of 1836 so far countenances some claim to
the north of that line as to render it expedient, upon reasonable terms,
to extinguish it, if a treaty should be made for the purchase of their
acknowledged posscssions.”” ]

After this opinion of the Attorney Greneral was given, the Secrctary
of War issued his instructions to the commissioner who was appointed
to negotiate the treaty. These instructions were dated September 14,
1848, and contained the following directions, to wit :
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The first general maxim of interpretation is, that it is not allowable
to interpret what has no need of mtolpl(t{mnn When a deed 18
worded in clear and precise terms—when its meaning is evident, and
leads to no absurd conclusion—there can Le no reason for refusing to
admit the meaning which such deed naturally presents.  To go else-
where in scarch of conjecture, in order to restriet or C\ft‘]l(] it, 1s but
an attempt to clude it. It this dangerous method be one ulnnttod,
there will be no deed which it will not render uselegs

However Tuninous cach clanse may be, however clear and precise
the terms in which the deed is conched, all this will be of no avail if
it be allowed to go in quest of extrancous arguments to prove that it
is not to be understood in the sense which it naturally presents.—
(Vattel, sections 262, 263.)

The same author la).s it down as another general maxim that, on
every occasion when a person could and ought to have made known
his intention, we assume for true against him what he has sufliciently
declared.  This is an incontroverfible principle, applied to treaties
for if they are not a vain play of words, the contracting parties nu;:ht
to express themselves in them with truth, and according to their real
intentions. If the intention, which is sufficiently declared, were not
to be taken, of course, as the true intention of him who speaks and
enters into engagements, it would be perfeetly useless to form contracts
or treaties.—(Vuliel, section 266.)

I have quoted the foregoing passages at length, becanse nnmerous
extracts from the same author arc introduced in flie argument of Mr.
Thompson, and because they forcibly illustrate the rules and prinei-
ples of law which are decisive of the first point presented for consid-
eration.

The terms of the treaty have been already quoted, and are so plain,
definitive, precise, and determinate, as not to admit of doubt.  Cler-
tainty of meaning precludes interpretation: or, in the language of
Vattel, ““it is not allowable to interpret what s 10 need of inter pre-
tation.”” I conclude, therefore, that the Menomonees have ceded “all
their lands in Wisconsin, wherever situated,” be the quantity what it
may, unless the treaty is void for fraud; and this leads to the consid-
eration of the second position assumed })_\ their attorney,

In view of the peenliar relations existing between the government
and the Indians within our limits, it is inuch to be desired that all our
dealings with them should he characterized by justice and liberality.
It is difficult to conceive of a ¢harge more odions in its character, than
that a treaty with a feeble and dependent tribe, solemnly ratified and
confirmed by the Senate and President, as part of the supreme law of
the land, has been effected by means of frand and oppression.  When
governmental action is invoked, predicated on such a charge, its truth
should be clearly and satisfactorily established. In the present case,
the testimony on this point is mainly er parie,and so far inadmissible
on legal principles; but w: uving objections to its character, and giving
it all the weight it would he entitled to if regularly taken, it goes to
show improper and reprehensible conduct on ‘the part of the commis-
sioner in negotiating the treaty, rather than the perpetration of an
actual fraud. It consists, in part, of the affidavits of fen persons, who
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in their memorial, complain ; but does not, as already stated, amount
to legal proof of fraud.

No where is it shown that the Indians were deceived by the alleged
misrepresentations of the commissioner as to the quantity of land
owned by them.  From all that appears, they adhered thronghout to
the opinion that they owned much more than they in fact possessed.

Neither they nor the commissioner knew, or could know, the precise
quantity ; and, from the nature of the transaction, the contract must
be considered as one of hazard. Tt is proper, too, in this connexion
to observe, that written statements are on file in this oftice which con-
tradict many of the allegations of the memorial, and are at variance
with the testimony presented by the counsel for the Menomonces; they
were made in answer to a petition from the < ('hristian party of the
Menomonces,”” previously submitted to the President, and referred to
the department.  In it were charges against the commissioner who
negotiated the treaty, identical with those in the memorial subse-
quently presented by the ““Chiefs and headmen of the Menomonee na-
tion,”” now under consideration.

These statements are made at length in answer to all the grievances
complained of in said petition; but I design to refer only to such por-
tions as bear upon the points now to be determined.

William H. Bruce, the sub-agent, to whom a copy of the petition
had been transmitted by this office, states that he was present at the
making of the treaty, and denies that any thing derogatory to the
character of the gentlemen employed in making it took place. e
adds, if a mistake was made by Mr. Medill, it was owing to the maps
before him.  He also submits:

1st. A letter from the Hon. M. I.. Martin, in which it is stated
that he (Mr. Martin) was present with Commissioner Medill at the
making of the treaty, and that every charge, either direet or by im-
plication, against the latter, of improper conduct, is destitute of truth.

2d. A letter from A. (i, Iillis, in which it is stated that the charges
against Mr. Medill are gratuitous and malicions ; that the latter ex-
hibited great kindness and paticnce to, and used no concealment with,
the Indians ; that the opposition to the treaty came, not from the In--
dians, but from the half-breeds, the traders, and their missionary.

3d. The deposition of Samuel Ryan, which sustains the foregoing ;
and,

4th. A letter from Colonel ¥Francis Lee, United States army, in
which he says, with some facts to give plansibility to the whole, the
petition of the Christian party is a tissue of cunning fabrication ; looks
upon it as a scheme to get money out of the treasury. )

The statements thus briefly referred to, and which ave, in part, in-
tended to exonerate the commissioner from the charges preferred
against him of misrepresentation, fraud, and violence in cffecting the
treaty, will be transmitted to you, in order that all the testimony in
the possession of this office, hearing upon this important subject, may
be laid before the President.

It remains, then, to be considered whether, under all the circum-
stances attending the making of the treaty of 1848, the appeal of the
Menomonecs to the clemency and justice of the government should be

Ex. Doc. 72 3
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the several dates at which payments shall he made, will have to be
determined.

In fixing the amount, it may be well {o refer to the instructions
which preceded the negotiation ol the treaty of 1818, and to the report
of the Commissioner after it was consummated,

The Seeretary of War, in his instructions to Mr. Medill, after in-
forming him of the disposition of President Polk to treat the Indians
with kindness and liberality, directed him to effect a treaty, at a cost
per acre of the estimated quantity of land, ot cecceding that paid
by the United States wider treaty with the Menomonces of Septewber 3,
1836, " and estimated the quantity to form the basis of his calculation
of price at 3,023,800 acres.

By the treaty of September 3, 1836, it appears, from the report of
the Comnnissioner, that 4,184,320 acres were ceded to the United
States, for which the Menomonees were to receive the sum  of
8791,510 50. A similar rate of payvment would, as stated by the
Comumissiouer, make the 3,023,800 acres amount to $571,840. He,
however, negotiated the treaty, which acquired for the United States
all the lands claimed by the Menomonees in Wisconsin for the sum of
£350,000, a sum far short of the maximum which he was authorized
to offer. The number of acres, it appears from the same report, ex-
ceeded the estimate of the Seeretary of War, heing about 4,000,000
and this Tatter quantity, at a rate similu {o that paid i the treaty of
1836, would amount to $756,453.

It appears, then, by the treaty of 1836, the price paid {for the
4,184,320 acres was 18/, cents per acre; at the same rate only
1,851,851 acres wonld have been acquired for the 350,000, paid
under the treaty of 1818, It is alleged, however, by the Indians, that
Mr. Medill stated that they owned only 1,600,000 acres, and that he
was paving or offering them more for their Tands than e was au-
thorized by the President to offer. When, therefore, it is considered
that 1,600,000 acres, at the weorivoon which the Commissioner was
authorized to offer, amounts to 8302400, and that i is alleged that
he told the Indians hie was agrecing fo pay more than he was au-
thorized to payv, there is reason to believe, and it is in evidence, that
such a statement was made to them o and although it does not appear
that they were deceived by it in regard to the gnantity which they
owned or elaimed, yet it may be worthy of consideration, in connexion
with the other facts and cireumstonees; in determining the additional
compensation proper to be allowed them,

It is known that these people are helpless and dependent.  Great
dissatisfaction exists among them by reason of the treaty of 1848,
The impression which aencerally prevails among onr owen citizens in
their vieinity is that they have been hardly dealt with, and that the
terms of their contract hear heavily upon them. The Tands which hy
the treaty of 1848 they have swrrendered are exceedingly valuable,
and in extent, as computed at the General Land Office, exceed fire
uillions of aeres. To pay them now what the government under the
administration of President Polle was willing to pay, is the least,
taking all the circumstances into consideration, which, in the opinion
of this office, it should do. The quantity then estimated 1o forin the
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clear that they have no cause of eomplaint or of claim.  To hold the
contrary would be to subject the govermment to the inconvenience of
readjusting its treaty arrangements and acconnts with most; it not all,
the Indian tribes with which it has ever made treaties of cession and
acquisition,

The committee has, therefore, most seriously and Tahoriously turned
its attention to the inquiry: first; did the authorities of the government
materially under estimate the quantity of land owned by the Menomo-
nees in Wisconstu, when fixing the basis of the treaty ol 13487 and,
second, did they, insettling the price to be paid, make unreasonable
deduction from the rate or the amount to which these Indians were
entitled for what they did in fact cede to the government?

By the instructions of the Seeretary of War to the commissioner who
negotiated the treaty of 1848, the quantity of land estimated to the
Menomonees, and which was to form said basis; was but 3,023,800
acres.  The committee cannot hiesitate to pronounce this estimate too
low; and not only too low, but so much so as to startle at once the
sense of justice of any one who will inforin himself of the facts.  Indeed,
so manifest has been the error of the estimate, that from the hour the
commissioner arrived on the treaty ground, he seems to Liave hecome
aware of it to a great extent, for he says in his report to the Secre-
tary of War, of 12th Dceember, 1848, that he “ascertained, 1chile in
the country, that there was an error in the map which was before the
Attorney General, 4 velation o the location of « small lake that deter-
mined the cowrse of one of the howadary lines, and which, if so corrected
as {o conform with the represeutalions there made, would probably
wnerease the wember of acres which I was awlhorized (o recognize as
belonging o the Tudicus to aboud 4,000,000,

As if desiring to impress the governinent with o knowledge of the
fact that it had overreached these defenceless heings to the extent of, at
least, about one million of acres, the Commissioner holds this language
in his annual report for the years 1848 and 1819, when speaking of the
conclusion of the treaty of 1848

“This important ohject, which unfavorable circumstances and influ-
ences have heretofore prevented being effected, has at length been
attained, a treaty having recently been negotiated with them, by my-
selfy in their country, under instructions of the T4th September last,
by which they cede all their lands in Wisconsin, containing about four
millions of aeres,” &,

At the time the treaty was signed, the chiefs of the tribe claimed
that they justly owned nearly ¢ight million acres of land in Wiscon-
sin.  They have ever sinee elaimed, and still claim, the same thing;
and that the government has dealt hardly by and has stripped  them
of this vast extent of country, under an ostensible purchase of only
3,023,800 acres.  These complaints and clamors have directed the
attention of the proper functionaries of government to the subject,
with a view to ascertaining whether or not they were founded in truth
and justice. Investigation has shown to the satisfaction of the Presi-
dent, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Commissioner of' Indian
Affairs, and of the General Land Office, that if the Indians claim too
much, the government has also taken from them vastly too much, and
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made in the presence of the government commissioners, and the dele-
gates of the Sioux, Chippewas, Sacs and Foxes, lowas, Winnehagoes,
Ottowaa and Potta\\atomlc and was disputed by neither. In the
treaty of the 8th IFebrnary, ]8.;1 thov extend their bonndary even
further west—making the (/l]l])])(‘\\ a river theiv western houndary 5 and
for a southern line, west of the Wisconsin, they fake a line from the
mouth of the (h]ppcwx, across Black river, to the forks of the Manoy
(now called the Lemonweir) river, and down that river to the Wiscon-
sin.  But limiting theni to Black river on the west, and by the southern
lIine and the Manoy, as deseribed in the treaty of 1831, we find them to
have been entitled to thisadditional tract of Tand, hetween the Wiscon-
sin and Black rivers, amounting to 108 tow nnlnns ov 2,488,320 acres;;
which added to 5, 30,_)40 acres cast of the WV 1%U>11>H|—‘L11(l which i
now concceded to have belonged to the Menomonces—and the amount,
of the cession of 1848 would’ appear to have been 7,718,560 acres.
The committee has scarched in vain to find any act of the Menomonees
by which they have ever divested themselves, or heen divested, of this
Wisconsin and Black river tract.  On the contrary of such a fact,
the committee finds that the government expressly recognized their title
west of the Wisconsin, by the purchase from thew in 1836 of about
92,000 acres of land west of that river.  The Menomonees have never
ceased to claim this tract of conntry: and hoth hefore and at the time
of making the treaty of 1848, Oshkosh, the head chict of the Meno-
monces, and both a good and sensible man, claimed that his tribe owned
nearly 8,000,000 acres in Wisconsin, Tt was in view of this coutinued
claim tlmt t]lL Attorney General, to whom this matter was referred
before the treaty of 1843, usel the following langnage in his opinion
given on the oceasion of tlmt reference:

“They (the Menomonees) mey cross the Wiseonsin ricer inlo the tervi-
tory clavmed by (he Winncbagoes, and show a title better thaw (heirs, f
they have one.”’

T'o show this hetter title, what more conld an Indian say than this;
“In 1825 we claimed to Black river, in the presence of our white
brother and the Winnebago, and neither disputed onr elaim: we have
occupied and hunted over the conntry ever since, until 1836, when our
Great Iather, wanting a part ol this country, applicd to us to buy,
and not to the Winne lwm and we, and not. the Winnebago, sold to
our Great Father.  IF'rom 1836 to the present hour we have continned
to occupy what we did not then sell.  Our camps were there and our
families were there, when our warriors went forth to assist yvou in your
battles against the Winne hago: yet you will say our title is no hetter
than the W innehago’s, when he only came upon our country hy suf-
ferance or usurpation, and, by his eraft and intrigue. indueed you to
buy from him what belonged not to him but to us.””’

All this might be said by the Menomonee, and at the same time
truly said.  The comwmittee, therefore, cannot gainsay the title of the
Menomonees to this tract.  Whatever of usurped title the government
may have seemed to recognize in the Winnehagoces, the committee are
foreed to the conviction that the Menomonees had a ¢“Dhetter title than
theirs™ to this tract of country.

The real amount of land ceded by the treaty of 1848 wounld appear,
then, to have been, as before stated, 7,718,560 acres, while the maxi-
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liberality,” and then proceeds to limit, if hie does not fix, the compen-
sation for their land «f ¢ rafe not exceeding that of the (reaty of Sep-
tember 3, 1836, or 18)°, cenls per acre. But of all this, for anught that
appears to the committee, the Indians were kept in entire and profound
1gnorance.  Was this treating them ¢ with kindness and liherality?™’
Had they not a right to inquire and to know, since they were now
“motified of the desire of government to possess their country,”” and
that the time had come when they must fulfil their ¢ promise to sur-
render it immediately;”” what rate of compensation the President had
named?  And when this was made known to them, were they not en-
titled to this rate?  Or did ““kindness and liberality” require that
they should be made to submit to such terms as micht he substituted,
in licu, by keen and subtle diplomacy?  Whatever view others may
take of these questions, the committee can come to no other conclusion
than that the Indians were entitled to the highest rate of compensa-
tion fixed by the President; and that subjecting them to a less rate
was an infraction of the spirit, it not the letter, of the treaty of the Sth
February, 1831, This is the ground on which the committee hase the
right of the Menomonees to a higher price for their lands than that
for which they were induced, under the cireumstances, to contract.

Still it may be said that the President did not, in point of fact, fix,
but only limited the compensation, or rate of compensation.  The
plain answer is; that it was his dudy, under the treaty of 1831, to fix
it; and for the government now to take advantage of the fact that he
did not, is nothing more nor less than to take advantage of its own
wrong, and thereby leaving the Indians suhject to all the disilvan-
tages resulting from that wrong, the saperior tact of the government,
and their own ignorance in matters of necotiation.

In what the committee has said, it is no part of its design o censure
the negotiator of the treaty of 848, In the opinion of the committee,
no justification can be found for sayving more than this: that he mis-
construed his instructions, and stood too firmly and rigidly by the pe-
cuniary interests of his country an offence, if7 1t be one, with whieh
too few can be charged at this day.  Tad he been negotiating with an
enlightened and independent nation, the consummation of sueh a
treaty would have constituted one of the finest, as it certainly was one
of the most successful, strokes of diplomacy.

The committee will conclude this branch of then subject by stating
the acconnt as they nnderstand it.

The United States,
To the Menomonee tribe of Indians, Dr.
To 7,718,560 acres of Land, ceded by treaty of

18th October, 1818, at 18", cents per acre,

amounting to - - - - $1,458,807 84
Deduct amount paid under same treaty $350,000
Deduct appropriation for removal to their

present location - - - - 25,000

375,000 00

Amount due from the United States to said
Indians - - - - - - 1,1)83,807 84
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the custody of the Secrctary of the Treasury for the time being, sub-
Jject to the disposition following—that is to say:

Iirst, so much thercof as may be necessary to the payment of such
debts and demands of and upon such Indians ax they shall, in the
presence of the proper local agent or superintendent, expressly admit
and sanction as just and due, in a council to he called for that purpose,
after the passage of’ this act, and the notification thereof” to them, and
of the amount hereby appropriated for their henefit: a true and correct
list of which debts and demands, with a statement of the general char-
acter of cach, properly certified by such agent or superintendent, shall
be forwarded to the President of the United States, who shall order
the same to be patd ont of this appropriation, it he shall be satisfied
that the same were freely and voluntarily admitted and sanctioned as
aforesaid ; and sceond, the balance to be invested for, or paid to said
Indians, insuck manner andsums, and at sucl times as may be agreed
upon and stipulated for, by aud between the President of the United
States and the chiefs of the said tribe.

No. 13.

Copy of rules vespecling powers of altorney erceuted by Indians, pre-
seribed by W. L. Marcy, Secrelary of War, October 1, 1846,

Wanr Departvest, Oclober 1, 1846.

Sir: The practice which has heretofore prevailed, to a considerable
extent, of paying monceys due to Indians on powers of attorney given
by them is wholly inconsistent with the duty of government to pay
over to them promptly, and without abatement, whatever may be due
to them under any freaty or law, or for any claim whatever to which
they may he justly entitled.  Agents are appointed and paid by the
government to attend to their business for them, and they should be
the medium of all their communications with the governminent, whether
in relation to any claims they may have, or to their wants or wishes
upon any other subject.

Considering how casily Indians are imposed npon, to permit them
to dispose of their elaims, as is frequently done for a very inadequate
consideration, or to ciploy persons to colleet them, to whom they
give powers of attorney, and who thereupon draw the money and keep
whatever amount of it they may see proper as their compensation, is
to neglect the duty of the govermment towards them, and to allow
them to do wrong and injustice to themselves. The practice referred
to should therefore be discountenanced, and you will instruct all the
superintendents, agents, and sub-agents of the Indian department
that it will he, and dirvect them to give the Indians nnder their charge
clearly to understand that hereafter all their claims, wants or wishes
should e communicated to the department through them, when they
will be promptly attended to, and full justice done them.

Should any Indian or Indians, however, notwithstanding the abova
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That the said commissioner insisted and declared that their said
nation had no just (itle to any of these lands, and that their great
father, the President, conld drive them off wheuever he pleased 5 and
that if’ their nation did not then agree to make a treaty, he would
drive them off to make room for the whites, and then they would get
nothing.

That the said commissioner drew up the treaty of 1818, as it now
stands, and declared to their said nation that the sum which the said
treaty proposed to give them was all that their great father, the Presi-
dent, had instructed him to pay them for all their lands, let them
contain whatever number of acres they might ; that he would not give
them any more, and that if they did not take the treaty just as he had
prepared it they would be driven off the lands without any compensa-
tion at all.

That, under these circumstances, they were ignorant of their just
legal rights, and exceuted the said treaty because they feared that
what the commissioner told them would actually oceur, and that they
would be driven away from their homes without pay for their lands.

That the Menomonee nation hoasts of nothing in its history niore
than its devotion to the whites, which it has always manifested both
in war and peace, and nothing but this feeling, mingled with the fear
which the commissioner had excited, could have induced them to sign
the suid treaty : they supposed that it was the wish of their great
father, the President, and therefore executed it, having the fullest
confidence that he would not permit injustice and wrong to he done
them.

That the nation of the undersigned has never been satisfied with
said treaty, but have complained of it, in various modes of complaint,
ever since it was exeerted, under the convietion that it has done them
great wrong.

That since the said treaty was made they have discovered a great
many importan{ facts which they could not possibly have any means
of knowing at the time of the treaty, and which, it they had known
at the time, would have caused them to refuse obedience to the com-
mands of the commissioner, and appeal diveetly to their great father,
the President, for justice, and the preservation of their vights,

That instead of being told by the President to pay them only
8350,000 for ol their lands in Wisconsin, the commissioner was
authorized to pay them at (he same rafe of compensation they had
received under their treaty of 1836, which was cighteen and nine-tenths
cents per acee.

That, instead of the contents of their tract heing only 1.600,000
acres, according to the map in the possession of the commissioner, at
the time of the treaty, that map showed the nnher ol acres to be
3,023,000, o

That the question of the contents and extent of their said tract had
been submitted to the Attorney General of the United States before
the commissioner Teft the city of Washington to make said treaty, and
thiat the aforesaid estimate of 3,025,000 acres of land was predicated
upon the opinion given by him. ) ‘ )

That this opinion of the Attorney (feneral, and estimate of quantity
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The following appliances will be required :

Four strongly built crane scows, at §750 - - 83,000 00
Four strongly built stone scows; at $500 - - 2,000 00
Two portable smith’s forees, at $100 - - - 200 00
Once blacksmith’s shop, to be established on Herson

island, with tools - - - - - 400 00
One carpenter’s shop, also there, with tools - - 400 00
Estimated cost of picers for 8t. Clair flats, Michizan - 591,829 43

That is to say, three hundred and ninety-one thousand cizght hundred
and twenty-nine dollars and forty-three cents,

One of the portable forges will be requived on the steam tug, and
the other on the schooner, for necessary repairs of machinery, and for
making bands for pile heads and shoeing piles when reguired.,

The blacksmith’s shop at Herson island will he necessary to do
hicavier work when required, and the ivon holts will there be ent to a
proper length and prepared for driving.  This alone will emyploy one
blacksmith nearly all the time.

The carpenter’s shop on Ierson island will he necessary for doing
most of the work of making the mortices and tenons in the cerib tim-
bers, in dressing those timbers on two sides to give fair and even bear-
ings, adjusting their lengths, squaring their ends, &e. When thus
prepared they will be formed into rafts and will he towed down to the
work by the steam tng. [ may be found advantageous to lay the
latticed bottoms of the eribs and build them up five or six feet high
at the depot on this island, and then tow them dewn and finish them,
where they will be sunk in position. The current expenses of build-
ing the cribs, including those of the two shops and the two portable
forges, are included in the item “for carpentry, labor, and superin-
tendence,”” in the estimate of the cost of one erib.

The work of construeting the erihs woulld be conducted as follows,
namely:

There would Le cight working parties, cach to consist of one fore-
man and sceven carpenters and laborers, constantly employed in
framing, boring the holt-holes, driving the bolts, &eo IFour of these
partics, fogether with the blacksmith and one assistant; wonld be car-
rying on the appropriate part of the work at the depot on the island,
making in all thirtv-four persons.

The four other parties with a hlacksmith, and one assistant to cach
portable forge, would Tive on hoard the schooner anchored at the flats,
and would carry on the appropriate part of the work of huilding up
the wpper portion of the eribs, sinking them in position, putting in the
stone ballast, lnying the sleepers and the flooving, This will awld thirty-
six persons to the thirty-six enumerated in estimate N 366 to be
accommodated on hoard the schooner—making a total of seventy-two
persons. ] )

By appropriating the hold of the vessel, (allowing a space in the
forecastle for a store-room for provisions.) and building a saloon on
deck, this vessel wonld afford ample accommodations for that number
of persons, and they would always be in position at the work.  Thig

Ex. Doc. 13 4
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No. X.

I W. Thompson lo Attorney General, enclosing copy of printed lelter
to the Secretary of the Interior.

Wasnizaroy, March 14, 1855.

Str: It is possible that it may be expected of you to look into that
part of the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs which has
-reference to me and my business, in deciding the questions submitted
to you this morning by the Secretary of the Treasury.  Yet, as those
matters were fully investigated by Congress, both upon the statements
of the Commissioner and my own, I cannot see how they become the
subjects of executive inguiry, in interpreting the law, The examina-
tion of them was made by the law-making power before the law was
passed, and the law must stand or fall by its own terms.

Still, if you should find it necessary to re-examine them, I heg to
call your attention to the enclosed copy of a letter from me to the
Secretary of the Interior, in reply to the report of the Commissioner.
This letter was placed before Congress, and the issue made between
the Commissioner and mysclf’ was decided in my favor.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

R. W. TIHOMPSON.

Hon. C. Crsnixg, Attorney General.

Letter of I W, Thowpson to the Secretary of the Tnterior, in reply to
statements (n the veport of the Commissioner of Indicn Affirs.

WosinNeroN, Jowwary 19, 1853,

Sir: I desire to disabuse your mind in reference to sonie matters
personally concerning me, which I find in the late report of the Com-
missioner of Indian Afairs. T propose to do it by a plain and succinet
statement of facts, which. after you have examined, I have to request
that you will send to the Indian oftice to he filed there.

The Commissioner does me great injustice when he assumes that the
collection of the s owed me by the Menomonee Indians, and the pro-
seention of certain claims against theut, is a < joind awld portuership ope-
valion.”” 1 positively assert that, althongh T had heard that there
were some claims of an old date against these Indians, yvet, that 1
never knew what they were, nor in whose favor they were, until 1 saw
the schiedule of them, and the names of the claimants, as published
with the Commissioner’s report. I do not wow know who are the
agents or attorneys of these claimants; or whether they have one, {wo,
or a dozen.  Ldo not know what they are to receive for collecting the
claims, The schedule and agreement of the Tndians to pay the debts
were made out after I left the Indian country. 1 had no conversation,
at any time, with the claimants, or any of them, in reference to these
debts. I never knew anything about them, or had anything to do
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to him, especially as it is unpleasant to lacerate the feelings of those
who had no participation in his conduct.

ITe was the government sub-acent amongst these Indians, when I
first hecame their attorney, and was violently opposed to my having
anything to do with their business; hut as the Indians, in their first
mterview with me, had told me they had no confidence in him, and
that they believed he had emdbezzled their money, his opposition made
me the more anxions to protect them.  They were afraid of him, be-
cause he was a government officer, and begeed my protection against
him. At the very first interview between the Indians and the Acting
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, after they had spoken to me, lie in-
sisted, as the Commissioner now does, that they had no right to appear
by attorney, and that they should only speak and make known their
wishes throueh him.  As I considered this a very convenient doctrine,
behind which a dishonest agent might shelter himself) 1 insisted that
the Indians had a right to employ an attorney, as it might sometimes
be the only means of detecting the improper conduct of such an agent.
My views prevailed, and it was afterwards discovered that the suspi-
cions of the Indians, in reference to him, were well founded, and that
he had embezzled a large amount of their money. e was removed.
An appropriation was made by Cougress to pay them the amount so
cembezzled. and suit was hrought upon his bond for its recovery.  How
far 1 contributed to hring about this result is not important, as I never
expected to receive, and never did receive, one cent, for whatever 1 did
in regard to it.

After his removal he came to this city for the purpose, as T under-
stood, of settling Lis accounts. When he came here, at that time, my
original argument in the case for the Indians haed beew made ont and
Siled ; the case being then fully made up for decision, and pending be-
fore the Commissioner. The agreement of the Indians o pay me a
certain per cent. had also heen exeented, and was on file in the Indian
office, havine been acknowledeed hefore him previons to his removal,
I desire you to observe these facts, heennse they become important in
view ol matters which T shall subsequently mention,

When he reached here he made Toud complaints about his removal,
the blame for which he Liid ehicfly upon me. T understood that he
professed all the time to have the money, which he was said to have
embezzled, safely Tocked up at home and expressed a readiness to pay
it when the covernment would vettle his accounts, and allow Tim cer-
taim sums claimed by Tiim. 1 knew nothing particularly about his
accounts, but these matters were the subjects of common conversation
about the Indian office. Amongst other thines, he was in the habit
of talking a great deal abount the treaty of 1848, which he had Tielped
o ke, and of saving that he knew more about it than anybody else,

ITe professed to be able, it the Commissioner wonld only hear his
story, to set the whole matter vicht, T said nothing to him on the
subject, but when I heard these things suggested to the Commissioner
that he should semld for Lim and hear his statement, and i it should
turn ont to be of suclva character as to defeal the case T had made,
we had better know 1t, and terminate the business at onee. T under-
stood from the Commissioner that he did send for him, and proposed
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have treated him very differently.  But there was no unfalr purpose
for which his services conld have been used.

The ease in behalt of the Indians was complete, and my agreement
for compensation was already pade. Consequently; he eonld have
done nothing for me in any way.  Buat it hie conld have done so, an-
other fact that transpired will show you that T hiad no sort of wish to
use him, or to have anvthing to do with him. It is this, that on the
very next day after onr conversation [ related crery word of it 1o the
Conimissioner of Tudian Affairs. T certainly would not have done this
1f I had chertshed any improper design.

My object in making this communication to the Commissioner was,
that he might be apprised of the kind of men e had to deal with in
the settlement of his acconnts. T could have had no other object than
the protection of the interests of the United States, as his accounts
were unscttled.  When I made it to the Commissioner the man him-
self was at the Indian Office, and I proposed to repeat the conversa-
tion in his presence if the Commissioner would call him into his room,
but he did not desire it, and it was not done. I mentioned it also to
Colonel Ewing, who expressed his regret that I had not scemed to
accede to his proposition, so as to obtain from him an agreement /n
writing to do what he had proposed. e said that he would sce hiny, and
ascertain whether or no he conld get such an agreement, that /7 might
furnish conclusive evidence of his dishonesty.  Ie then inquired of
me whether, if he obtained snch an agreement. 1t conld he enforeed,
and I told ham that it could not; that it would be wwdm pactin | al-
solutely void on the ground of fraud on the part of this man. 1Ile
then called on him, as he informed e, and the contract now pub-
lished by the Commissioner was the result, obtained by him with a
perfect understanding that it was void.

T aver, most solemnly, that [ gave him this as my opinion, and
that he said at the time that he woukl not make the agreement exeept
with that understanding.  And I as solemnly declave that 1 do not
believe he would have made it upon any other terms, or that he had
any other motives in doing so than I have expressed. T understood
from him at the time that he made it refer to the claims against the
Indians, which this man had denounced at the Indian Oflice and
elsewhere in conversation, in order to put the character of the paper
beyond question, by showing that at one time he declared the claim
to be unjust, and at another hived hinself to get thene alloeed . And
subsequent facts prove that this was the only object in obtaining this
paper, for the next day after it was obtained the Comuissioner of In-
dian Affairswas informed all aboul (1, a thing which never would have
been done if there had heen any other design than that [ have named.
But still further, a few days after this was done this man was told by
Colonel Ewing, as he informed me, of the object he had in view, that
it was only to expose his rascality to the Commissioner, so that he
might gnard against it in settling his accounts. 1 do not kwow that
he told him so, but I have reason to helieve that he did, apart from
what he told me, for I know that the man became very furious, and
that he and Colonel Ewing frequently afterwards passed cach other
without speaking. DBut there is still another reason. In October,
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whife men.  Now I cannot see that there was any great impropricty,
or any impropriety at all, in all this.  1Ze hod been removed from office
and was « privale cillzen al the Hime this agreenent was made.  Cer-
tainly the fact ot his having once been a public officer did not prevent
him from receiving compensation for such services.  But this is of no
consequence, for all the facts exelude the idea that his services were
needed or desired.

But the Commissioner has fallen into an error in reference to the
contents of this agreement. T presume he must have read it hastily,
so that its true terms and import escaped him.  Te speaks of it in his
late report as stipulating to pay $10,000, whereas the s to be paid
by it is only 85,000.  This is a matter of no particular consequence,
perhaps, except as it serves to show how casily we may be mistaken
about the contents and meaning of a paper when it is not carcfully
examined.

And this paper shows, too, that I had not anything to do with the
caiins against the Indians, It speaks of claims in the hands of W,
G. & G. W, Ewing, and Ewing, Chate & Co. I did not know then,
and do not know now, what claims these gentlemen have engaged to
prosecute. I had my own business to attend to, and di:l not trouble
myself about theirs—if I had I should lhiave had bat little else to do.
With their business generally T had as little to doas the Connmissioner
himself, and he might, with as much propriety, associate me with any
other part of it as this.  There is this, however, that may he said
about these claims; that the pacties who are prosecuting them are to
look to ahile men for their compensation, and that nobody can doubt
their right to pay their attorneys or agents what they please.  And
more than this; they have not sought to have them collected in 1he
Indian connfry out of the annuitics of the Indians; but have hronght
them here to be judyed of by the Conmissiones himself. They are now
filed before him as judye; to be allowed, if just, and, of course, to be
rejected if unjust. T do not know whether they are just or unjust, nor
do I eare, but it scems to me that vather an unusuad diveetion has been
eiven to them, that it is not common, to say the Teast of it to send
guch matters to Congress before an examination of them has been
made.  But if the Commissioner chooses to rejeet them, whether after
or before an examination, that is the end of them, so fur as 1 ean see.
And certainly this firnishes no canse for sending these matters to
Congress to prejudice my claim, which is as distinet from them as i
is possible for two things to he.

The schedule of these elahms and the paper asking their payment
were exceuted after I had lefi the Tudian connlry. 1 never saw it until
the appendix to the Commissioner’s report was published, and now
that I have seen ity T have failed to find out who are the attorneys of
the claimants, whether they have one, twog or a dozen.

I think, as the Commissioner has thought proper to deelare my elaim
to be “unjust”” and all that sort of thing, that he should not have
omitteid to publish the agreement of the Indians to pay me: a copy of
which is on file in his oftice. Instead of this he has published their
power of attorney to me, giving me anthority to act, which might
have been omitted with much more propriety.  As e has chosen to
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Ieave the duplicate that it might reach the Indian office, through the
hands of the superintendent, that, as [ had heen compelled to leave
before his arrival, he might not suppose that T desired to take any ad-
-antage of lis absence, and might have a full opportunity of investi-
gating the whole matter when he did arrive,

Jut instead of attaching copies of these certifieates to the paper sent
to the commissioner, the superintendent endeavors in hLis report to
create the impression that the Indians did not understand the paper,
by alleging that < those of the chicfs whone 1 (hey ashed about (F did
wol cractly know the pocrport of e poper.” Now you will observe that
he does not say here how many of the ehiefs were thus 1gnorant,
whether one, two, or a dozen,  And hy Tooking at his report vou will
see that this 1s important, because the conversation which he thus re-
fers to took place, as he expressly states, before he held a comnetl of
all the chiefs together.  He says that he talked to some of them about
the paper, and ““they promised to make me (him) acquainted, ina
counril to hie held after the payment, with ceerything they had doge [
and a little further on in his report he speaks of this council held afier
the payment, and what took place at it. [ hope you will observe this
closcly, for it is important, as showing, conclusively, that all the In-
dians i know the purport of the paper.  He says that they spoke
in this council of a contract made with R. Jones about cutting timber,
but hie does not pretend that they said anything about wmy conlract, or
one word caleulated to throw suspicion upon the paper they T given
me.  DBut he shows the rererse, for he savs, ©after many attenipts to
evade my enquiries, which were quite amnsing, Osh=-Kosh, heoeded e
the paper,” &e. Why did all the chiefs thus assembled in the pre-
sence of the whole nation ““ecade” his enguiries?  Fvidently beeause
they saw that e was trying to get them to cepudiole the paper which
they did wol Gdend to dog for T am satistied that they could not he per-
suaded to such anact.  The only answer they had fo give to his en-
quiries was to heowd Liw the paper through their hereditary head chief,
through whom they always make known their will. Those who un-
derstand Tudian character will veadily sce hiow signilieant they in-
tended (kis answer to beo Ttwas the only explanation they had to
make.  The paper expressed theiv will at the time it was made, and
it expressed their will then,  And for that reason they handed it to
him.  Could they have performed @ more expressive act?

But the superintendent does not seem to have been satisfied with
this auswer to his enquiries. He states that he then made a speecl to
them, which, it you will tarn to ity you will see was made for the pur-
posc of persuading then, if possible, to repudiate the paper after it
was handed him. e says he told them in substance that T had done
nothing towards getting the consent of the Wisconsiu legislature that
they might remain in that State ; that T had no influenee with United
States senators, and therefore had done nothing to aid 1o the ratifica-
tion of their late treaty ¢ that [ had obtained their signatures to the
paper ““under false pretences ;™ that they had no right to pay me out
of the money of the late treaty, hecuuse 1t belonged to the *Cuert gen-
cralion,” and that the whole transaction with me fell to the ground,
and was “null and void.”  Now I do not understand that it was any
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who made it, who, by such an act, but poorly discharged the duties
of guardian.

The superintendent, in his report, says that he told the Indians |
had done nothing towards getting the consent of the legislature of
Wisconsin that they might remain in that State.  Phe Ludians, temn-
selves, kuew betler than his; and they knew, morcover, that /e knew
nothing «bonl it. 1 wonder that it did not ocenr to the superintendent,
to inquire who did do it, it I did not?  The truth is, there was abso-
Iutely nobody else to do it. Is it pretended that a single government
officer ever had anything to do with it?  If there was such an one, let
him be pointed out.  But there was not.  And what private citizen
was likely so far to interest himself as to give his time to the man-
agement of sueh business?  The Indians Tooked to me, and me alone,
as they did for four years, in all matters concerning their wellare,
So soon as I found it necessary to obtain this consent, 1 employed, af
my own cxpense, several gentlemen of Wisconsin to take the memorials
of the people to Madison, and explain the matter to the legislature, so
as to secure the passage of the resolution.  They remained there some
time, until the resolution was passed, af ny erpense. They were gen-
tlemen of high character and intelligence, and were enabled to con-
summate the desired object 5 but they acted for me, as the representa-
tive of the Indians. lhc\' had nothing to do with the Indians, hut
looked to me for their expenses, and a reasonable ((bllll)(,]l\.l,fl()ll for
Toss of time from their private aflairs, which | pail them.  The In-
dians knew all this, and even know who the gentlemen were ; but the
superintendent did not; and, therefore; e had no business talking
about it. Tle would have maintained a much better character amongst
the Indians it he had let it alone ; and, indeed, so I may say of pretty
much evervthing he said.  The Indians knew all the facts, and how-
ever well they may have “seemed”’ to be satisfied with his eloguence,
it was not great enongh to persnade them to forget what they aelually
knew.

The superintendent talks about my having claimed to have carried
the late treaty through the Senate by my Ill”lll‘ll((‘, and his having
told the Indians that T had no influence,  The latter may be so, but
whether it is or not, T am willing to submit to senators themselves to
say whether T have, ab any time or under any cirenmstances, acted
towards a single one of them as it I elaiimed or thonght myselt pos-
sessed of Influence over them.  But, however they may decide this
question, it is perfeetly impossible for the superintendent to know
anything about the relations between them and me. 1 never saw him
in Washington, and do not know of" his ever having been here but
once, thoueh he may have been. The only interview T ever had with
Iim was at Milwaukic, on the evening of April 17, 1854 and how
could he know anything about my personal relations to senators?
This is not important, except that it slrows the anxicty with which he
prosecuted liis purpose to get a repudiation of my celaim.  Ile might
have succeeded better if he had not exposed Lis hand to the Indians,
who, whatever their condition otherwise, see these things as readily
as any people upon carth,

I never claimed to have carried the late treaty through the Senate
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want any of the money coming under your old treaties, and I have
not asked the great council for 1t.  If any body tells you that T am
to get any of it, you must not helieve them, for it is not true.  All
that the great council has agreed to pay meis what I tell you. They
pay it out of their own moncey, and do not take any of yours to pay it
baclk again for twelve years. .

I Lave heard what the superintendent said to you when he paid you
your provisions last month, and when he tried to get you to say that
some covernment officers have been concerned with me in attending
to your business.  Tam glad youtold him the truth, for it is always best
to tell the truth.  You know very well that I had a quarrel with
Major Bruce on your account, and that he got mad with me because
1 agreed to be your friend.  He had used your money and was afraid
that I would find him out, which you know I did do, and the great
council paid you the money back again.

The comnussioners and the superintendent hate me hecause I have
been vowr friend, and they do not want me to be paid anything for
what T have done for you for more than seven years. I expect they
will try to get you to sign a paper telling your Great Father that vou do
not want me paid; but if' they ask you to do so, I hope you will not
sigh it, nor anything of the sort. If you have to sign any more
papers about it, I want you to wait till T come. If it is necessary for
you to st n any more papers about it, I will come to sec you, and then
L can hiear what the superintendent has to say.

The commissioners told the Great Council that Osh-kosh and many
others of the tribe of the Menomonies were < inlemperale and demorel-
wzed L their habils and condition,” and charged me with trying to cheat
you. Youkuow that I have not told you that T would do anything that
Idid not, and that if it had not been for me you would have been sent
to Crow-Wing, and would not have got any more moncy; and you
know that 1 have never cheated or deceived you, but that I have
always heen your friend ever since you first came to see me and asked
me to be your friend,

Iintend to e your friend still, and do not intend to stop until I
get youall that I think you are entitled to.  You told me all about
how that lTast treaty was made, and it is as casy to fight against that
as it was to set aside Colonel Melvill’s (Medill's) treaty. The com-
mittee of the Great Council thought you ought to have more than
8600000 but that treaty only gives you $242, 686, $92,636 of which
was put on by the Senate after the treaty was signed; all of which
you know. I think you will get the difference yet, and T intend to
try and get it for you.  But you must not sign any more papers stating
you do not want me paid; for if you do, T must stop, and then you
cannot find anybody else that will work for you. People cannot work
and spend their money for nothing,

The Commissioner and superintendent want to keep me from getting
my money that you promisced me, so that you may not have anybody
but them to see to your interests. )

But the Great Council by agreeing to pay me have said that I may
bhe your {riend if T choose; and I will be, unless you sign some paper
saymg I shall not be.
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you uncourteously to have procured such a paper. Avnd1 I (1001}1 11’;_
necessary to say what I have in relation to it, that I may p alce 10y sle
right with you, for I have too mucl_l respect for you, and I ‘1ope a S(i
for mysclf, fo be guilty of an act of the slightest discourtesy toward
you, cither personally or officially. ) ‘

From the moment I heard of the existence of the paper, I con-
sidered it and treated it as of no sort of moment at all, so far as 1t
bore upon any questioh arising out of the law passed in my favor, and
for reasons which must be manifest. The law must be executed
without the concurrence of the Indians. They have no power to
enlaroe or narrow its terms. It must be interpreted by known and
established rules which they cannot alter. If 1t is a law at all, it is
so without their consent ; if it is not a law, their consent cannot malke
it so. If Congress had the power to dircct its own money to be paid
me by the Secretary of the Treasury, then the direction is obligatory
upon the Secretary, whatever the Indians may do or say; and that
is the only part of the law that concerns me. The remainder may
involve a question hereafter between the government and the Indians
about the deduction of the payment out of the annuities, but I have
nothing to do with that; if I had, Congress has made the direction
in my favor, and there is no constitutional power in the executive
department to review the justness and propriety of that direction.
If there were, the question cannot arise so as to impair my rights, as
it is hetween the United States and the Indians. If the government
has no power to take the Indian annuities to reimburse the payment
to me, the cffect would be that payment to me is provided for out of
the public money in the Treasury ; and I apprehend nobody can
doubt the power of Congress to appropriate that for whatever purpose
it pleases, with the consent of the President, which, in my case, has
been obtained by his approval of the act.

But il this paper were necessary to the payment to me, I should
have little difficulty in concluding that it expresses the honest desire
of the Indians, of whose integrity I have not had and have not now
the slightest doubt. T am as well satisfied that they desire this
moncy paid me, as Iam of any other thing about which my opinion
is fixed; T Znow it as well as I can know anything which is not evi-
deneed to me throughone of the senses.  And I not only believe, but
know quite as well, that, fairly and honestly dealt with, there is not
suflicient power or influence anywhere to induce them to disavow
their obligations to me, or to repudiate their indebtedness.

I'have not been informed how or under what circumstances this
paper of the Jth April was obtained or executed. Tt came here from
the Indian country addressed, as I understand, to me, and was placed
before you in the manner alrcady indicated. Accompanying it, there
le.so came a private letter from the Indians to me, which I file here-
with, thz}’e you may see ho\y they have there spoken to me of the
paper.  This was evidently intended as a private letter to me, but,
under existing circumstances, I beg leave to have it placed on file
with the other papers. 1t goes far to show that the paper of the 9th
April was the Uolynt(wg/ acy of the chiefs who were then present, and
you will sce that it was written in reply to a former letter of mine to
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Meshen,
O-mah-josh.
May-an-kay-shick.
Mach-kah-kah.
Ya-ka-shaen.
Not-top-taw.
O-ka-tack.
Wikkeno,
Wa-pin-nosh.
Nhon-pon-ago.
Nal-pone.
Nah-juncese.
We-sho.
Shie-she-(uon-maeno,
Way-an-way-nay, jr.
Wah-po-chi-kien.
Antoim,

San-sho.

Shom-en.
O-po-a-gun.
Wap-pay-tuck.

Enoh-mah-ke-weith-a-waive,

Pa-chay-shaw,
O-ha-pa-cha, sr.
Kyan-no-mak.
May-kish,
Ne-ah-nosh-a-ko.
Ke-she-mowe,
O-kay-mowe,
Wali-pe-tah-chealr.
Shaw-wali-ueh.
Taw-pa-nat-cha-ket.
O-shaw-non-wa-malk-kicw .
Tuko.
Naturn-man-pain.
Squi-an-pon.,
Pacpo-na-min.
Watel-o-k-mowe,
O-lio-pa-chan, jr.
Koch-kat-n-pan.
Nan-chis-lean.
Kay-koneh,
Nach-n-cur-pah-way.
Nali-pan-tol,
Wali-nosh.
Mik-kin-nan-nieno,
Wagh-kau.
Wa-an-nay-uot, sr.
Neli-a-wap-a-a.
Watch-o-kay-mowe.
Kay-nam.

Kay-ah-ke-shu-kop.
Ah-shay-ko-pah.
Ko-kosh.
Ochu-ka-chicn.
0)-ke-clin-wonno.
Ko-katch-a-kaiss.
Muk-a-tash-a-pa-shin-in.
To-ke-ne-ko.
Pau-wau-no.
Ka-na-mau-ne-kin,
Pa-shaw.
(-pe-noa-nen.
Al-na-mon-na-quet.
O-shaw-no-kian.
Osh-kosh.
Pete-tum.
Nal-a-toke.
Nah-mah-pen.
Ah-cha-tan-wan-pa-cha-
kien.
O-kay-mau-kay-shict.
Oh-quan-shein.
O-shan-wan-kien,
Nah-noch-ke-shin.
To-ko-nal.
Nali-ke-wali-me.
0O-kay-man-shah.
Mam-me-ahi-to-may.
Sho-nim.
Mash-shah-no-wacn.
Ah-kona-ma.
Osh-Ike-ha-na-nien.
Nah-pah-tacn.
Kan-shay-kau-shay-kien.
Wau-poose.
Kau-we-sot.
Ah-pash-a-min.,
Ke-ske-nock-ke-horn.
Kau-we-kit.
Wau-pe-ke-nam,
Kay-an-shay-kaen.
Wash-pe-quo-nass.
Amable (cheveleer.)
No-she-kam.
Man-no-me-tah.
Nan-kon-wish-kaw-warn.
Pan-no.
Mo-nee-fee-ah-nah-wa.
Osli-ke-ha-na-nien, 2d.
Shan-pan-she-kaen.
Osh-ka-pa-wash.
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Fawrs or Worr River,
September 8, 1855,

Dean Smr: At the close of the council held with the Indians on
yesterday, it was announced Dy you, at the express request of the
superintendent, that no body should speak to them or attempt to in-
flnence their decision ; and they were requested to report the names
ot such persons as violated that order to you, if there should be any
such, that you might report them to the President. This was to
procure, as you stated to them, their fair and unbiased decision.
I'rom that time I have not spoken to a single chief on any subject,
mor to any member of the tribe in reference to my business. My
hizh appreciation of your disintercsted and honorable bearing, if
other considerations were not sufficient, forbid that I should violate
vour order.

But T regret to be compelled to call your attention to the fact, that
the superintendent has violated this order, made at his own request.
e has direetly andimproperly, and in violation also of the purposes
and wishes of the President and Sceretary of the Treasury, brought
the power and authority of his office, which nccessarily gives him
sreater influence over the Indians than any private citizen can
possibly obtain, to bear oppressively upon my rights as a citizen, by
seeretely counselling and advising them not to consent to my heing
paid. 1 learn that he has pursued this ohject since yesterday, in
various private modes ; but this morning about noon, his conduct he-
came so tHlagrant as 1o attract the attention of all upon the ground.

You saw the council of the chiefs which he assembled then, with-
mt notice either o yor or me, and have doubtless heard something
f what passed there. T learn from gentlemen who, being aftracted
hy the assembling of the chiefy, went to the place, that he told them,
in substance, they must take his advice, as he wasg their friend ; that
he was then ready to advise them 5 that if they did not pay my claim,
I had my remedy against the government ; that the President and
the Attorney General were good lawers, and if the Indians did nos
pay me, Thad my remedy to apply to them ; that the sum allowed
me was too much, and it shonld he left to good lawyers to decide
how much I should have ; and that he was a doctor, and knew how
much men should charge,

Detng informed of this council soon after it met, I hurried there,
and as the superintendent saw me approach, he immediately ccased
Ulusion to my business, and commenced talking about some claim
wainst the Indians for hay, thus showing that his purpose was to
exercise unduly the influence of his position over the Indians, and
without detection by you or me.  You will recollect that I met you
i the immediate vicinity of this council, as you came up. You
asked e what was going on, and T told you I had heard that the
superintendent was counselling the Indians against my claim. You
sald to me that I had a right to hear what was said on that subject ;
but I replied that the superintendent had changed the subject, upon
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gave them that amount in consequence of that letter has not been
rovenL. .
1%‘t"vt,en a thing occurs and it is done, and afterwards another thing,

but that does not prove that the second occurred in consequence of the
st

ﬁl; was at Washington myself at the time, and I had as much to do

with that amendment and the ratifications of that treaty as anybody

that was not a member of the council.

I think it was saying too much for Mr. Thompson to say that he
ot the $92,000.

The honorable gentleman now here (Mr. Clark) was a member of
one house of the council at the time, and it will be news to him that
the great council acted in consequence of Mr. Thompson’s letter.

So I have shown you that Mr. Thompson has no claim to any
part of the $150,000, and you must judge yourselves how much claim
he has to any part of the $92,000.

It secems to me that, in the most liberal spirit towards Mr. Thomp-
son, you cannot conclude that he is entitled to the 340,000.

It is very casy to say that certain things are done in the councils at
Washington and in Wisconsin ; but men that have been about there
may not believe it, aud may say that it is not so.

A man may believe that it is through his influence that a measure
is carried, when it might have been carried a great deal quicker if he
had not had anything to do with it.

Mr. Thompson says that he paid money to send a memorial to the
legislature of Wisconsin, to get you to stay here.

The most active of those that went there was Mr. Bonduel, who
did more than anybody else. He had a claim against you for that
Journey and his trouble, and you have decided in favor of it; so he
was not paid by Mr. Thompson. The members of the legislature did
not know Mr. Thompson even by name.

I have myself been a member for some years of that body, and am
well acquainted with the members.

Forty thousand dollars is a large sum, and it takes a great while
and a great amonnt of labor to carn that in any common business,

- Tiven the most skilful men in the nation seldom earn such an amount
In any single job.

I want you to act in this business as in every other, to form a cool
deliberate judgment.

L have seen, since I have heen acquainted with you, that you are
getting to be judges of what property and work is worth.

In this case you should do the same.

It is casy to say that you would have been moved to Minnesota if it
had not been for Mr. Thompson.

About the time the treaty of 1848 was made, the Stockbridges
agreed to sell and go to Minnesota too ; but since they dislike to go
they have not heen removed.

I am not disposed to say that Mr. Thom
for yon, but think the amonnt is too large.

Andit seems to me that some of the services he claims to have ren-
dered are not as stated by him.

Pson has not done anything
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[10]

KAUKAUNA, ONTAGAMIE COURTY, \VIS(‘ONiIN, .
Septender 27, 1855.
Dear Siz: I have resigned as interpreter to the Menomonee Tndians,
and have addressed a letter to the Commissioner of I.mh:m ‘\ihmﬁ, ;
copy of which I have concluded to send you. It ix just to you that
I should do so, that vou may derive any benefit from it that 1t 111(11)
. 1 A1 - o
aive vou, as it was through me that you have been creatly mjured.
T conld not hold a place that would require me to act m such amanner.
I am vespecttully yours, o
: CHAS. A. GRIGNON,
Hon. Rrczarp W. THOMPSON, .
Terre Haute, Indicna.

N. B.—You will perccive that the most part of the letter to the
Commissioner was copicd by one of my danghters while I was busy
writing something else.

Yours, (HAS. A. GRIGNON.

KAUKAUNA, ONTAGAMIE COUNTY, WISCONRIN,
Septeunber 27, 1850,

St s ITaving resolved to resign my place as government interpreter
to the Mcenomonce Indians, T have concluded to state the reasons that
lead me o Go so. T attended the payment of the annuities to said
Indians this fall, and was compelled to become the instrument of <o
much oppression and injustice that T am not willing to occupy so
humiliating a position any longer.  The conduet of Dr. Francis Hueh-
schmann, the superintendent, on that occasion, in relation to the claim
of My, Richard W, Thompson against the Indians. was such as to cre-
afe omy mind a disgust for any ofticial position that should vequire
me to take part in ity inany way. T had always supposed hetore that.
that it was the duty of government officers merelv to see that justice
was done to all persons, and did not think that thev could he required
to hecome proseentors and persecutors of those wlhio had husiness with
the Tndians or the government. T was with the Indians when they
fll Tt employed Mr, Thompson in Washington in A. D. 1830, and
fN‘;‘Lll(l):\l\\lrtw]lmltlilllll(l fo it I:t:fdwlllll}ii?“foﬂb:et employed by them, until they
nobody hut Liim to (l’u thetr 1):Is'i)ucq;mq L{ Oll,s}lxlc.e,ﬂlf} have h)uk(“(l to
even with the covernment Wi“l( li'c‘Ajl('l'l( ll(l:\ Qe o (‘10 P
haud nothing to do af all with \[r‘ Thl)ls 3(/\’1‘0‘9-. ol yhile 1' e
services, T think it is wrone th:'Lt .th(x (tjmr]jSUn S\ gtetg‘ng’hm R e
fere with the Tndians so &: to for@‘tT(iLrnkn}f/n LO 1'00718 Shu}lld }uter—
refuse to pay him.  [Havine the 'l ¢ {Ul}, o dﬁgamst ﬂ!eu‘ w”‘l’ v
Indians, they have oreat IJT)\verjoglinggement Of'the bllﬂllle-\‘s. o ﬂ!e
power tor Iyl l»m‘]m:es 1t h‘fw the C%J;l(’,nl, and if they excrcise this
» has ect to corrupt and debase them.
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confidence in Bruce, charged him with embezzling their money, and
were afraid of him Decause he was a government officer, and begged
that gentleman’s protection, and that their representations and Bruce’s
conduct made him anxious to be employed as the “ means of detect-
ing the improper conduct of such an agent.””

As Mr. Thompson has alluded to Mr. Bruce in the way that he has
with a view ot explaining the objects designed to be accomplished by
the contract between Ewings and Bruce, and has referred to the re-
sistance which Bruce made to his being employed as attorney, and the
motives which governed them both, I deem it but an act of simple
justice to let Mr. Bruce be heard also, and es'pecmlly in relation to
the embezzlement which the Indians charged him with.  And first I
propose to let iim state how Cown’s obligation for the §12,000 was
obtained from the Indians by Messrs. Bonduel and Cown, and in rela-
tion to which he had been brought into unpleasant controversy with
them. ITe says, ““shortly after T left the neighborhood, (see Grig-
non’s letter XII,) Cown and Bonduel arranged it. They prepared a
feast and sent for Osh-kosh. No interpreter is present, and there is
not a single Indian, whose name appears on that paper, who can speak
or understand a word of English, only from white persons present,
Bonduel, Cown, Cown’s clerk, Webster, and another young man, whose
nanie is given as Webster also, but whom I never heard of’ before and
can find no one who ever did. Mr. Cown duterprets jor himself and
gives himselt §12,000."  Mr. Bonduel sets down ¢“this declaration
of Mr. Cown’s (in his own favor) as the expressed infention of the
Indians.” They whisper together; Mr. Bondnel very innocently
asks Mr. Cown what it means, who replies the Indians wish to give
give him $12,000: the cry is raised, sign, sign the paper.  Although
the Indians have heard nothing, they confidently touch the quill, for
there sits their father in (God to protect them, and he knows what the
whispers meant i they do not ; thus fortified and secwre tn Lis presence,
they cat the creature prepared for them, in utter unconsciousness of
having been made to promise to pay §12,800 for it—(they made an
obligation for Bonduel at the same time for $800.)  What really took
place at that clandestine and mercenary caucus will, probably, never
be known, as the only three who could give the nceessary revelations
are interested in concealing the facts, and as for the other Mr. ‘Webster,
of whom Mr. Bonducl speaks, it scems that he ““appeared for this
oceasion only,” and then suddenly stepped aside, and left no trace or
footprint as far as 1 can learn,

Itisimportant fo observe that Mr. Bruce is here describing the origin
and foundation of Mr. Cown's oblieation for $12,000, which was paid
to the fnll amonnt of the hond, $8,343 of it having been passed upon
and EI.“()\\"(‘(.] at the Indian office by the then Commissioner. By refer-
1'111‘{; to Griecnon’s letter X1, I find that ¢ Little Wave” informed
Grienon that “the brave made them a speech, the rest of the busi-
ness was done in whispers, like young men covrting at night. We some-
times ]m\-'o the ])'ll’:lslll'(? to hear the sweet words of thelcourting party,
but in this case it was impossible to hear anything,. They cried out
0"”."”‘”“8 15 right, sign the paper, and I did sion it. but am very
sorry for it,”" &ec. ° ’
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Now, it will be perceived that the Indians in their talks said not
one word about the Jand Commissioner Medill ¢ cheated’” them out of.
1 about any claim for additional compen-

They did not say one wort
gation, and all that they said was that they would relate ““circum-

stances conneeted with Mr. Medill’s procecling among them, and
concerning the treaty which Mr. Medill had made with them.”
They all agreed that the first business to be determined was to

obtain permission to remain in Wisconsin longer—to remain another

year.
They spoke of their annuity money being applied to pay debts, and
A g a] . :
Osh-kosh was opposed to such payments. All the Indians agreed
about this. Osh-kosh said he did not want ¢ a door opened for other
smproper claims.”” — There is but onc expression among the delegates,
and that is, opposition to the payment of this claim. It was Cown’s
clm‘m——tl‘xe same that Donduel had sworn was just, and that the obli-
galion was the voluntary act of the Indians. But, fortunately for
them, they were then in the presence of a friend, who had been moved
towards them because they had importuned him to protect them from
the agent who had ¢ embezzled”” their money. Bruce was there, too,
but he must soon meet with merited exposure ; the Indians believed
that he had embezzled their money, and were afraid of him because
he was P government officer ; and his opposition to the employment
of l\ll!.’ I'hompson made that gentleman ¢ #ke more anxious to protect
them. . And here was a case at hand. There was still one half of
¥ . ¢ o) 2 u 3 . 2 2] - N
the §8,343 which the department had allowed unpaid, and would be
remaining in the treasury until the next January; that will, of
c?’nésc,r be]snv(wl ; for, although the power of attorney dated the Yth
of September was not yet executed ““in the Indian office,” still their
11'1(]_’11(1]/.‘/)(’?4.‘ the fact, and he wonld take steps to have it stopped
ook at the q 1 T VeI . i S
(-hi;fi \h:? t]]‘] :E gil()l‘l]) in ﬂlc ]n\h_(m office : a delegation of Menomonee
hie (.\],nb(“/}y](.d, ;]:(ll]l]/(] ns of th;' forest; an agent whom they belicved
¢ VAL herr mc W at verv B rap - -
g oz e “Mlix(lrl;t)i, t l(;t \(13. J;mne])_ tiho.y1 are talking about ;
W HOLLIC gation, to satisfy which the departmen
appropriated the annuities; Bonducl, the pastor WhoI swore tt‘oh?g
verity, and that the claim was just ; and Richar W. " ’
(o i e cn (\(s ..].n,s‘r/, and Richard W. Thompson and
freo. Mo ane t associates, cach and all of whom had used
vy artifice to prejudice the Indians acainst Bruce : ther
B Lt ) ans against Bruce: there they all
stand face to face, the Indians confiding in their pastor, and in thei
new friend and attorney.  Look at them. and start] ’ . e
say to you that Geo, W, Bwi » and startle not, sir, when 1
(‘y A wt Geo. W, Ewing was the man who ot the money
ﬁ/;-)r\x‘:“i ’Lt‘l}“.‘ﬁ’IOllll.,V one of the many convenient and useful men of that
n the Indian country, and Richard W. Thomps
ney who avened the ol ] . Thompson was the attor-
¥ a 1e claim through the Indian office! There tl
Mr. Thompson and Mr. Bwine D{Lg attor e 1exet}ey are,
half of that money in their p(;:l'oltql t‘ . llfiy_ and claimant, with one
half in January followine | cets, to which they added the other
: . A ing ! At the very time Mr. Tl
his plain and succinet statement of facts't Latipson wrote
he pressed that paper on the Comi(lo; {Ct‘.b 0 %’ou, and at the very time
y P S ‘ation of sen: Q . s
of this incident, and the crushine fact 1 S 1§en1t015, the recollection
fresh in his merory | g 1ere disclosed, must have been

y ( Qg
On the 9th of September, the Acting Commissioner was able to be
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ents, it does not appear that any more mt;eme“;is‘}wevl'(}el h(f]d Wétlh tc};e
head of the Indian Bureau by the delegation. ey 13' : conf (‘ ?nd'(i
[ presume, that Mr. Thompson would e falthful, ang t‘lC-I-‘ACtOId(/ 1(1
not press another talk ; and from the 11101(1@13’[8 above ‘ndlm'f] an
facts disclosed, it is not to be supposed that 1’)011(11191_, (,lei,‘ I]O{T'pr_
son, and Iwing would suggest to them anpther visit to tm, ‘11(, 1<m‘
office.  Dut it scems he doubted the snfﬁcwncy of this power, th;]ls
obtained, and sent to the Indian country for a new onc, :Entl‘ thaf,we
alleges, Tie obtained at Lake Paw-aw-hay-ken-nay on l*eblluar) ,
1851 ; and, at the same time and place, ot their own accord, he states
that the Indians made an agreement to pay to him the one third part
of the amount lie should recover for additional compensation for lands
sold by them Ly the treaty of 1848. He did not consult the Indian
office, but, without the knowledge of the Commissioner, he determined
to obtain this agreement. Bonduel, Cown, Prlc.kett, Jacobs, _and
Powell, the United States interpreter, were here with the delegation.
They were all well acquainted with Geo. W. Ewing before, and they
had formed the acquaintance of Mr. Thompson here.  In getting up
the obligation for Cown for the $12,000, and in aiding Mr. Thompson
to obtain his first power, ke had discovered their remarkable ¢unalifica-
tions for preparing Indian instruments ; and they all had clainis against
the Menomonees, e could rety upon them, and the Menomonees re-
posed all confidence in them. There were reasons, however, of a
grave character for sending up to Wisconsin, as a special agent, some
person who had experience, and Mr. Chute, (the junior partner of the
dwings,) was selected for that purpose ; but, not being able to go, Mr.
Wi, (. Kwing, the senior partner, was detailed for that duty.
There was trouble in the Menomonce country, for Mr. Thomypson
writes to Brace that he desires himi to aid Mr. Chute in getting up
new papers that will enable him to conclude an agreement with the
President.  And he concludes that letter thus: ““ds you keepy so still
you must e gelling quict wp there. T lope so.””  Now, this letter is
:l:ttc(l i this city, qumqry 20, 1851, and sent to a man whom Mr.
Ummpsu‘n told you, in his plain statement of facts, had ¢ violently
opposed” his having anything to do with the business of the Menomo-
neess and that one object he had in becoming the attorney of the In-
dians was his anxiety to protect them from Bruce, a man whom he
:]*l:l‘ll(“(}”l\}(&lln‘f}ltcblbrlil(i‘ull:u‘l ¢ \l:'\(fli};}n]liztfe nt»th.ing to do with,”” and that
. advi \ anything

had embezzled their s 10 have e Says:
ad embezzied their money, and whom he alleges to have been a cor-

rupt agent 1114S(,'pt0111b0r, 1850. Tt is well known that Bruce did op-
].msc]lmn in .\uptelanr ; the contract with the Twings, the attorneys
fon the claimants against the Indians, for the $10,000 contingent fee
mIl)r_ucc, lnl:Ly explain the change.  Bruce did change 7
t1s to be observed that My, C} 1om Ton
it b obser %]1 ut Mr. Chute, x-vhm‘n Mr. Thompson selected,
& b K ) i 0 visit the Menomonees, is of the firm of Ewing, Chute
& Co.y who had then in hand the prosecution of the claim? gai ’E
the Indians; and lLe had been up in that ¢  for Mr
T i e be P in that country before, for Mr.
Ps arks, m writing to his elient 1 s i '
Chopabson x ‘writing ciients and speaking of Mr.
, st you all know.”” "Mr. Chute had b i
nee country about the time the Cow ations were s Lomomo-
) ; own obligations were made, and was
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Jave these two papers before me. "l.‘he agl'ecvm]ent(rls t1111 thre; gfmtll(]l(_;
writing of an individual with whose cmm.g]'nph} the D‘lenl e;[mc_‘D il
[ndian office are familiar, Al the cgl-tltlgates attac 10(l O] 1 af.t-,lnn
the same han lwriting, and the body of thg instrument nn(l :[ 1? cx\1 1 1]:
cates appear o be written at the same time, and .\Vltll wt‘ m’ T}mg 1‘:111;
and pen. The body of the Instrument states that it was made ou1 1'1}
15th February, 1851, in common council ; _VVrlght, the notary pu ;_ml,
cortifies that 16 was acknowledged before him Ly the chiefis on the ] 11‘( i
[February, 1851, at Winnebago county. Baldwin, th(e (:10.1'1(1 t.)'..t. e
court, aftests the oflicial character of W right on the lJﬁll Ire iy,
1851, Tue date of the certificate of the land officers at Green Bay 1s
the 28th February.  And the certificate of Bruce, agent, and Powell,
interpreter, is dated on the 10th March, 18515 and yet I am led to the
conclusion that, with the exception of the filling of some blanks in
Lo certificate of the clerk of the court and his signature, and the
sicnatures of the land officers, and of Bruce and Powell, that the en-
tire paper and certificates must have been written at the same time,
and with the same pen and ink. William G. Ewing, jr., and Gem'gc
I, Wright, hoth attest the power of attorney of that date, but their
names do not appear as witnesses to the agreement, although both are
represented to have been made in the same national council, the agree-
ment having been drawn up and executed after the power of attorney
was exeented and reference made in it to the power.  The power of
attorney appears to be in the same handwriting, but shows unmis-
takably that the penman had not the same facilitics and accominoda-
{ions for writing when it was drafted that he had when it was written.
Why Notary Public George F. Wright did not take the acknowledg-
ment of the chiefs iu the comneil on the 15th, as he was there, T will
not undertake to explain. It would scem to me to have been the
better aud the only proper course; and why he and young Ewing did
not witness the execution of the agreement, T will not answer.  Mr.
Wright, [ may remark, is the same gentleman, I suppose, to whom
Mr. William G Fwing, sen., alludes in his ¢ private’ letter of March
29, 1851, to Bruce, the agent, thus: ““Colonel Thompson will be at
}yilsllll'lgt()l‘l some time, and so will my brother. Write to them frecly.
ow will find them vight and true.  1f that could Dbe carried out
as we talked the matter over, it would reselt in a good profit.  Write
to my brother :L]D.()Ht this. 1 have said to him what was proposed
Detween .//m(,”lVl"l‘r//{t‘, and ws. We must try and make this business
:(]“ ‘\\\itill yot. ‘lln.s' is the agent of }11:. Tl}()l]lpSOH who had visited
4i(l;(|1|ljt(:Il“,tlllll::ll::l.?]]‘z;clll:(t\ic()ltzibllzf;ll?‘ ggt up Ytor his pl'.incipz_tl., as the latter
aeeent. whoo Me. I C) b s ‘11.5‘ power. He is writing to a sub-
il . f ‘l‘”" rompson states, had embezzled the money of the
h [H('t:;r-’('tl“tulu-(111‘11':0(;.111(}]}x(flllt(];td l]l:ju]t“idf llln lbxelconnng thetr att(‘n‘nre_y was
G BwWine. sen i this conm o alludec to this letter of W 11_1151111
N NN L5 counexton, to enable you to form some opinion
of who Mr. Wright is; and the part he Las o P1nio
makine certificates un(l(,*l' seal mg Ib,] ' 1e has performed so well in
son told you, in his llill'l;ébi)i\:c Of"}"};ctg Lft[t§1illflnie1-sFood. My, Thomp-
Sther thines. fo o) that Onpt acts, tha Sruce did threaten, among
R shi-kosh did not sign the agreement. I am
exanuning the paper now ; it is lying beforob S '
g belore me ; and 1t appears that
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D .

advises Jacobs to hunt up and take yto Bruce.1 L1ucle1 ‘;,AOEO
this office, on the Gth February, 1851, that he would leave
t? Yy Mat day to make his annual visit to the schools
(LI,,I&“:],“]H?: Lll:)ps:‘(%c., of (the Menomonces, which he had been
(])]‘L‘V(:llt(‘(l from doing carlier because of sickness among ﬂ"" h‘ldl?*usi
about Ureen Bay. He says, 7&1..90, that'the small 1{0‘\? “;}S-tmigltll]g
among the Menomonees and Ulnpp.cwas in .the nolt.l{elllhl)i” lto 11(({

State: that he had feebly succeeded in arresting the. diseasce, but wou
do all in his power to extend aid to them, and advise the department
from time to time of his success. Mr. Bruece is not _110{11'(1 from again
until the 22d of March, 1851, on which day he writes two 1ette_1‘s to
the oftice, in one ot which he encloses what he statgs to ~be copies of
the power of attorney and agreement of February 15, 1851, and says
that on his arrival at Osh-kosh, about fitty miles from Green Bay, on
Lis wav to visit the schools and smiths” shops, he there learned the
necessity of visiting a sick brother, who residesin the sonth part of the
State, at a distance of about one hundred miles from Osh-kosh. My
brother's situation being very precarious, and unfortunately the s/reamns
and roads hecoming so tmpassable, I was detained longer than I anti-
cipated.  Supposing no inconvenience could be derived in any part of
my offticial duties, £ did not get back into my route until some days after
the time 1 had expected. * % ¥ On my return to Osh-kosh, which
is near Lake Paw-haw-ze-nun, I learned that there fad been some
business transactions among the Indians, and they wished to see the
sub-agent. 1 visited them on the 10th of March, and they informed
me that they had been to Green Bay, and, on inquiring, I found that
there was some papers which they wished me to certity to; herewith
please tind copies of the same,” &c.  In another letter of the same
date on Indian business, Mr. Bruce says: ¢ While on my tour to the
smith shops and schools among the Menomonee Indians, I made it a
part of my business to learn the present location of this tribe, and
also their feelings relative to their removal west, should it be required
of thew. T i this tribe much scattered, although there is a consid-
crable portion of them in their own country, about and near their old
villages and sugar camps. There are some on the Rock river, some
on the Black river, and some on the Upper Wisconsin river, while
others arce at their 1‘|suu] place of abode, on the shore of Green Bay,
north (:1 this place.™ M, Bruce does not say one word about Wil-
l\lL:,llnllﬁ(;l !‘4\\'1'11)"_‘{‘ 1;101‘11‘;): \V,l‘t\]l ]\mn on the Wisconsin—not he ; but it
ey were there together, and that the Menomonce Indians, in-
stead of heing at Lake Paw-aw-kay-kon-hay that winter, were in fact

<11s}w1~.~_'(-(l all over the country, ’

I will now call your attention to the instrument which
C:'l”('(l the memorial of the Menomonee Indi
U)‘ngrvss, and in which all these former
referred to, and the Indians made to s
l).;' 1tlw chicls, by the authority of

oo ) I N1 .

I\:rl(xi)ﬁ:( ;Lﬂ::n ]l;?)“«'):ll(‘LI}(l\Itl-th}]lll of the nation, by the authority of the
0 atiow M. AThompson one third part of the amount

recovered, &e., and wherein they i

: Ve, ang ¥ say that he has faithfull d

to their business since the 9th of September, 1850 a‘illdhhlés );e{zzcséld ig
7

has been
ans to the President and
powers and agreement are
ay that the agrecment was made
the nation, and that they had
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the place, I did not feel prompted to direc’ch his suspension. His father,
Augustin Grignon, has a claim of some &,15,00}0 against the Menomo-
nees, but was heretofore opposed to Thompson s clalgn, as unjust and
exorbitant, and Chas. A. (irignon himself has heretofore been bitterly
opposed to that claim. It is apparent that they have been made to
believe that the interest of all the claimants are the same with Mr.
Thompson’s, and they, consequently, have changed their views. It
was to be expected that the adoption of the rule by the Menomonees,
to allow the young men a voice in all matters appertaining to jche
granting of any part of their annuities to any claimants 1s very objec-
tionable to Mr. Grignon and the rest of the claimants, for the reason
that they have no hope of prevailing upen the young inen to consent
to the payment of the claims.  Nevertheless, the Menomonces have a
perfect right to adopt snch a rule.  On the 8th of April a number of
chiefs had signed at Murray’s house a memorial in favor of paying
Thompson’s claim ; when the young men heard of it they became ex-
cited and threatened the chiefs, and on the 17th they held a council,
and the chicfs signed unanimously another memorial revoking the
former.

This was all done in my absence.  When I visited the Menomonees
in May the excitement amongst them had not yet subsided, and it was
reported that the life of chief Lamotte was in danger, because the
young men believed that he had been bribed by Thompson with a
promise of $1,000.  To allay this excitement I suggested to them to
sign a paper expressly acknowledging that the young men have a
voice, which, in fact, the chicfs had acknowledged already, when they
acted under the influence of the young men and revoked the memorial
of the 8th of April. It had never entered the head of Mr. Grignon
that on the Menomonees becoming more civilized and intelligent
changes in their form of government, which would bring it nearer to
the democratic form, would suggest themselves.

The statement that T threatened the Indians with the loss of their
annuities if they paid Mr. Thompson, is as false as it is absurd, if the
idea 18 meant to be conveyed that 1 threatened to take his annuity
from any individual Indian. :

It Mr. Grignon did know an Indian whom T threatened so he would
have n:n'ned.him .A's it. was my duty, I explained to the Indians how
1n1,1<‘th of their annuities it would talke to pay Mr. Thompson.

The statement that T induced the yonng men to threaten to take
the lives of the chicls, if they did pay Thompson, is equally false.
Some of the young men who came to me were very much excited, but
I quicted them by referring to the fact that, urder the rule adopted,
the consent of the yonng wonl 1 have to be obtained, as well as of the
chiefy, };s-t_m'e the claim would be paid. Tt is cqually untrue that 1
used wnfair means to prevail upon the Indians to reject Thompson’s
claim. I Mr. Grignon, from his position, was compelled ¢ to take
part in this business,” he would have stated how. and when, T did
use unfalr meons.

I did not violate any rule made at my request. On the first day of
the council, after Mr. Thompson and myself had addressed the In-
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the same misunderstanding of my legal rights and dutles as an officer
of the department, in consequence of which he pretends that I should
have made complaint to Mr. Clark .in_ relat.lon to these attempted
briberies, threats, &c.  The only question \‘\'}th me was, WL]th}.lCI‘ 1
should have the guilty parties arrested, ar{d if doubts h{}d not ex1st?c1,
whether an “act to regulate trade and Jntercourse \.V1t11 the Indian
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” 18 1n force within this
State, I would have probably done so, and thcn‘ the connexion of Mr.
Thompson with these attempts, T think, fvould have 1)90.11 proved ; but
Mr. Clark could not supply such want of legal and official power, and
it would have consequently been uscless to trouble him officially with
such complaint. - . .

In relation to the question asked ©Why wax this present of a suit
of clothes made to the chief?”” referring to the remark made hy
Sho-wa-no-penassicw, <“that they were poor—that even the coat he
had on he received from me,”” (the superintendent,) Mr. Thompson
should have stated, that T remarked at the time that I did not want
the impression to prevail that T made presents to any of these Indians ;
that this coat, as well as many other garments which were worn by
the Indians, were made np by their own women of cheap studl’ fur-
nished to them in the spring.  Mr. Thompson himselt then and there
conceded that the term ““present’” was used by the chief figuratively,
and that I had not made him a present personally.  The fact is, that
all of the Indians got as much of this stuff as they wanted for their
own use and what their women could make up into garments, and this
chief as little considered that coat as a present frovr wme as he did the
bag of flour, which was his share of the annuity provisions ; and Mr.
Thompson must be hard up for arguments in favor of his case, that
he now picks ont this remark occurring in zis report of the speech of
this chief, to throw suspicion on me.  (Reference is made to my annual
report. and the report of the teacher of the sewing school.)

Mr. Thompson, in again referring to the treaty of Mayv 12, 1854,
stutvs,_‘rh‘ut.tlu: an_nnoncvs were induced by the threat of removal to
the Mississippi to sign that treaty, and that they would not have
signed it without, in his (Mr. Thompson’s) absence. In this, again,
he assumes to hinmselt too much importance and influence with the
Indians, as he didin presuming that the terms of the treaty in relation
to the payments to he made were fixed by the Indian Department to
I\i'l;])ll]l]]:i !ll::lf.]l ]l ]‘I‘EU]. 't'u!f_l‘t‘l‘xe !nd'mns when T first visited them, that T
o .(L. ' m..\mf(. 8 pcctly with them, and without interference ot
}i)l‘h»(\l\'ix(ltrl.“l‘\h(.’]lql ‘t’]wtlll'lclg'hjfll't?l‘llcl‘:& Hthen L visited them in January
a treaty with them, and tili% )‘1‘(011 (\ .Eeturn Foon, ml.thonzed to make
Not one word was sail by o, prospect caused great joy among them.

‘ as saul by any one of them desiring that Mr. Thomp-

son shonld e present on that asi 2 o om]
A occasion, and at the making of the

treaty itself not one word was said by "Lnj' »f them 1 . v

any claim of M. Thompson or of “m‘, )’ri L 1 favor of paying
no diffienlty in making the freaty w(itlt\’tl0 . Clalmaut.. Lhere was
had resided on the Oconto, and \zh') o oem, except with those who
sent to a change of thei’r territr:r '“OI'T " first notinclined fo con-
remove to the Wolf river, [f 4] Y. which would compel them to
. the late sub-agent, Mr. Suydam, to
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