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CATHARINE ARNOLD. 3

arrested them. Dr. Steiner read the order for his arrest and threw it
on the floor saying that no man should arrest him and that he would see
Major Arnold about it. He left the room in a high state of excitement.
I followed him to the door and said to him, Doctor, do not see Major
Arnold, you will commit yourself by doing so. It never entered my
head that he would commit himself in any other way than by using
violent words and in failure to obey the arrest at once. I went back
into the room to receive the two orders I had let Lieut. Bingham have
to read, and whilst in the act of taking them I heard pistol shots in very
rapid succession at the quarters of Major Arnold. Iran to the spot as
rapidly as I could, but although the distance was not more than thirty
yards, six shots had been fired before I reached the spot. Major Ar-
nold had fallen and was lying in the passage between the rooms of his
quarters ; Dr. Steiner went off at once. He had fired four shots, each
of which took effect, two very near together in the lower portion of the
abdomen of Major Arnold, one in his right groin and the fourth broke
his left arm midway from the shoulder to the elbow. Major Arnold
had fired two shots without effect. He expired within fifteen minutes
from the time when he fell. I was proceeding to secure Dr. Steiner
when I met him on horseback. On my re-arresting him he dismounted
and I went with him to his quarters. He solemnly pledged himself to
me to obey the arrest—said that he was prepared to abide his trial and
that he meantto surrender himself to the civil authorities. Upon a writ
of habeas corpus he will be delivered into~the custody of the proper
officers.

I have not forwarded an inventory of Major Arnold’s effects, as his
widow is here to administer upon them. Inventories of the public
property for which Major Arnold was responsible will be forwarded as
soon as they can be made out.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. ANDERSON,
Licutenant 2d dragoons.
Colonel S. CoorEer,
Adp't Gen. U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

True copy :
W. G. FREEMAN,
Ass’t Ad)’t Gen.
Apsurant’s OFFicE, April 13, 1854.

There is no existing law which gives to the widow of officer or pri-
vate of the regular army either pension or half-pay, unless the soldier
died of wounds received or diseases incurred in'the Mexican or some
previous war. The laws respecting naval pensions, however, grant
five years’ half pay to the widows of all who die in the service of
wounds, injuries, or diseases incurred, or casualties happening while in
the line of duty. The committee, under recommendation from the
Commissioner of Pensions, have reported a bill placing widows of the
army upon the same footing, in this respect, with widows of the navy.
Having recognized the justice of this class of claims in that bill, (S.
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