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make no second delivery in case any should return to the band; and
when to Indians on the Fresno, to deliver one-third less than were
receipted for. Ialso had orders to sell all beef I could to miners, which
1 did to the amount of about $120 or $130, and to deliver cattle to his
clerks, to be sold to the Indians on the San Joaquin, at twenty-five cents
per pound ; and I know that such sales were made to those Ind}uns.

«In October I received a written order from Savage to deliver to
Alexander Godey seventy-eight head of cattle, to be driven to the
mines, and there sold to miners and others. I was also requested, in
the same communication, to destroy the order as soon as read—which
was done, after I had read it aloud in the presence of Godey, P. Rain-
bolt, José de Soto, and Theodore McNabb. In November I received
a similar order to deliver to Godey four hundred and fifty head, which
was done. The best of these were to be sold as soon as possible, and
the remainder to be herded by Godey elsewhere. About the last of
November, or first of December, I moved the cattle in my possession
on to the river Fresno, and delivered to P. Rainbolt, a person ap-
pointed by Savage to receive them, eight hundred head. I also gave
to Savage receipts to the number of seventeen hundred head, which I
had taken from the Indians. After the cattle went on the Fresno, none
were ever delivered to the more southern Indiaus, although I know that
Tom Kit, the chief of the tribe on the San Joaquin, frequently sent
after them. Some were sent to the Indians working for Savage on
the ¢Coarse Gold Gulch,” and others to stock his rancho on the San
Joaquin.

¢Utia had charge of that rancho, and was a partner of Savage’s, and
I have seen some of the cattle I had charge of in their corral.

“1 give the above account to E. F. Beale, superintendent of Indian
affairs, and intend it as an official statement.

«JOEL H. BROOKS.”

With respect to agent McKee’s pecuniary operations I have but
little knowledge, as his accounts were required to be settled at the
department here; but many certificates were presented to me, which
he had given out in-the name of the government, (believed to be about
$32,000,) and that over and above the appropriation made by Congress.
I refused to pay these liabilities, there being no appropriation for that
purpose. The following oflicial correspondence applies to some of
agent McKee’s operations, and his replies are on tile in your office. -
Copies thereof, I understand, will be embraced in the correspondence
called for by a resolution of the Senate of the 21st ultimo.

Copy of a letter from Muajor Wessels to Captain Townsend, A. A. Q.,
dated Bemicia Barracks, March 21, 1852,

“I have had the honor of receiving from headquarters Pacific divis-
ion, copies of communications from the Hon. C. M. Conrad, Secretary
.of War, Luke Lea, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and a letter from
Redick McKee, Indian agent, all in reference to certain remarks con-
tained in my report as commanding officer of an escort attending the
latter gentleman on a tour among Indian tribes from Sonoma valley to
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_ «On another occasion a small quantity of beef, which could not
otherwise be disposed of, was reported to the Commissioner as having
been issued to Indians in his temporary absence, when no Indians were
resent to receive it, and never did receive it; this being related to me

Ey the man who killed the animal, and who ought to have known the
circumstances, being at the time employed as a kind of sub-drover to
the herd. If this information was correct—and I believe it was—the
Commissioner was deceived, and a fraud, to a small extent, was perpe-
trated on the government. I know myself that no Indians were in
camp at the time; at all events, whether true or not, I was satisfied m
my own mind that frauds could be practised with impunity unless a
different system of accountability was adopted. .

¢« At another time, a beef, broken down on the road and unablé to
walk, was butchered at a distance of nearly a mile from camp, by the
same individual above mentioned, and he was directed by the chief
drover to dress the animal, and leave it there for issue to Indians, when
no Indians were present; this was told me by the man himself, as a
first-rate joke, showing how easy it was to dispose of broken-down
cattle. Of course I am not aware that this beef was charged as an
issue, but was satisfied that the occurrence took place as stated; and if
actually charged, the Commissioner was deceived.

“There are tangible points in the system, forced upon my attention,
which caused me to allude to the subject in my official report, and
which led me to believe that a better one could be adopted.”

Agent McKee was furnished with a copy of this letter ; which being
communicated to Captain Wessels, he replied as follows, adhering to
his first positions with a few slight qualifications :

Exztract of a letter from Major Wessels to Captain Tounmsend, A. A. G.,
dated Benicia Barracks, March 30, 1852,

“The communication of Colonel R. McKee, Indian agent, dated
26th instant, addressed to the commanding general Pacific division,
has been referred to me; and after perusal, I must beg leave to insist
upon the position assumed by myself, as set forth in my official report
ot November last, and communication of 21st instant, in regard to issues
of beef to Indians. The system I still maintain is open to great abuse,
and on that account the subject was alluded to in my report. It was
my intention to be accurate in every particular; but it is possible that
my assertion in regard to the secretary of the commission ¢having en-
tire control of the issues’ should have been less comprehensive, and
I am willing to qualify that remark so far as to say that the secretary
had ¢entire control of the herd of cattle intended for issue,” which
was the fact. No reference whatever has been made by me to ‘ru-
mors rife throughout the country ;7 my statements are mere facts, just
as they occurred. I mentioned that ¢speculation was rife,’ and on
this account attention was directed to the herd of cattle as a specula-
tion of magnitude, inquiries being frequently made of me as to the
nature of the contract, by different individuals anxious to engage in it.”
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their arrest, they were lodged in prison. The facts in regard to the
cruel treatment of the Indians by these parties being well known, and
their wretched appcarance whilst being driven down to the boat so
exasperated the people of the town, that only their respect for the law
kept them from breaking in the prison and hanging them on the spot.
There will be a term of the court next week, by which time I hope
another one of the parties will be arrested.

I found the Indians encamped at an old adobe house back of the
town, and without anything to eat, and many of them sick; and in this
condition they must have been driven from San Pablo. As they had
shelter, I merely made arrangements to supply them with some barley
to keep them from starving till such time as Mr. Edwards arrives, which
will be in a day or two. It is indeed shameful that such men as these
parties should be suffered to interfere and defeat the aims of govern-
ment, and exercise such cruelty towards these Indians—than whom
they are but little better—and yet have no law to punish them, except
for kidnapping them.

Colonel R. N. Wood, the district attorney, informs me that there
could be evidence enough had, with a little trouble and money, suffi-
cient 1o convict these parties of murder. As Ramon Briones has been
admitted to bail, and has friends, he may still endeavor to carry off the
Indians. To guard against this, I have requested several personal
friends of mine to prevent this at all hazards.

Hoping that what I have done may meet your approbation, I remain
your obedient servant,

J. H. JENKINS,
Special Agent.
Epwarp F. Beavg, Esq.,
Superintendent Indian Affairs for California.

Copy of a letter from Roderick McKee, Esq., to Hon. Luke Lea, Commis-
swoner, dated San Francisco, April 5, 1852.

¢« Since my regular despatch per this steamer was mailed, I have
received from the temporary agent in Shasta and Scott’s valleys very
unpleasant news, revealing the murder almost in cold blood of some
thirty or forty Indians at the ferry to upper crossing of the Klamath, and
at Indian Flat, two miles above, on or about the 12th ultimo. Some
time before, a young Indian, whom I had seen at ¢ Happy Camp’ in
November, and had commended to the protection of Judge Roach, had,
it appears, been shot by a man named Irvin R. Tompkins. He (the
man shot) was connected with the Indians at the ferry, some of whom
made complaints about his death, and gave some miners in the neigh-
borhood the idea that they (the Indians) contemplated revenge. In-
stead of going to the agent, who, with his interpreter, could have set-
tled the matter amicably in a few minutes, the miners went down to
‘Happy Camp,” expressed their fears, raised a party, returned, sur-
rounded the rancheria at the ferry, and shot down all the men there,
with several women; they then proceeded two miles farther up to the
other village, and in like manner surrounded it, and killed the inmates.
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my arrival. So hasty were they, indeed, that the Indians themselves
~ were unapprized of the fate that awaited them. )
«Most all the Indian men were absent at the time, at w_ork some
“distance from home. After informing myself of the particulars, I
deemed it due to the Executive of the State to inform him of the. fac't,
as the probability was it might terminate in a war. The following is

a copy:
«¢Fresvo River, July 13, 1852.

««Honorep Sir: I deem it proper to inform you of a serious occur-
rence which has lately transpired on King’s river, where a party of
men are charged with having made an attack on some Indians, living
within a reservation set apart for their occupancy, and having killed
several of them.

«¢The facts of the transaction, as stated to me, are of such an ag-
gravated nature that I deem it my duty to take cognizance of it, as the
only means of preserving the peacetul relationships established and
now subsisting between the Indians and the whites; and I cherish the
hope that the Executive of the State will deem it of sufficient import-
ance to join with me in maintaining the supremacy of the law, as the
only sure means of preventing the recurrence of similar outrages and
preventing a war.

¢¢Please address me at San Francisco, where I expect to be on the
16th inst.

“¢Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ “¢0. M. WOZENCRAFT,
«“<U. 8. Indian Agent.
“¢<Hon. J. BreLER,
¢ Governor of the State of California)’

“I regret to say that I have not received an answer to the above
communication, and am thus left in doubt whether or no the governor
deems the subject of suflicient importance to claim his attention.

I returned to San Francisco with a view of having warrants issued
for the accused parties, and thus bring them to trial before the federal
court, but I am sorry to say that I have been disappointed.

“The United States district attorney, after giving the subject that
attention which its importance demanded, infoyms me that he was not
aware of the existence of any law that would apply in the case, the
federal court having no jurisdiction in cases where life was taken.

“ The gentleman who commanded the party in this unfortunate af-
fair was soon after elected county judge; consequently I did not think
it worth while to prosecute him 1 his own county.”

The above-mentioned massacre has many cruel aggravations. It
was upon a “reservation” secured to the Indians upon the faith of the
United States. It was plotted for weeks, and so well known to the
whites, that news of it went three hundred miles to agent Wozencraft,
at San Francisco, and he had time to get nearly to the place before it
was perpetrated; and kept so secret from the Indians, that they had no
suspicion until the attack was upon them. It was a massacre of de
fenceless women and children. 'The men were absent and at work
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