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[ 334 ] 6

The distance from the head of steamboat navigation on the Arkansas to Santa Fé is \essp
by three hundred miles than from Independence to Santa Fé. From the early opening of
the spring in the late trade of the southern route, caravans are enabled to start for a month
or six weeks earlier than on the northern route. The route runs mainly between the forks of
the Canadian river, on the dividing ridge, which is as level as could be desired, and abounds
with springs the entire distance. .

The discovery of coa/ which has lately been made on this route promises favorable fora
rich supply; the shaft already sunk proving a thick bed, and extending over a large area.

At some suitable point of the main stem of this road, before reaching
San Diego, a branch road leads off to San Francisco. The point assumed
on the map is at the crossing denominated Walker’s pass on the maps at
the Sierra Nevada, dividing the waters falling into the Pacific through the
San Joaquin river and Gulf of California, an elévated point, which may be
necessary to enter the valley of San Joaquin, descending all the way to
San Francisco bay.

“A canal can easily be cut here (says Mr. Farnham, who travelled
through this country,) from the head of steamboat navigation on the San
Joaquin to the head waters of the Gulf of California ; this for commer-
cial and warlike purposes would be invaluable ;”” and, in passing down the
same, a branch road may lead through some gorge in the h.lgh lar}d west to
Monterey ; thus would all the important harbors on this section of the
coast of the Pacific be reached. It is probable that the route of the Gile
will be found the most advantageous line for a railroad even to the Bay of
San Francisco, by means of the San Joaquin valley, rather than by the
Great Salt Basin and Sacramento valley, 7° or 8° further north. The val-
ley of the San Joaquin is about three hundred miles long and sixty broad
between the slopes of the coast mountains and Sierra Nevada, with a gen-
eral elevation of only a few hundred feet above the level of the sea. It
presents a variety of soil, from dry and unproductive to well-watered aqd
luxuriantly fertile. The eastern (Which is the fertile) side of the valley 1s
intersected with numerous streams, forming large and very beautiful b(_)t-
toms of fertile land, wooded principally with white oaks (querens and hg-
landi—Tor. and Frem,) in open groves of handsome trees, often five or six
teet in diameter, and sixty to eighty feet high. Only the larger streams,
which are fifty to one hundred and fifty yards wide, and drain the upper
parts of the mountains, pass entirely across the valley, forming the Tulare
lakes and the San Joaquin river, which in the rainy reason make a con-
tinuous stream from the head of the valley to the bay. The foot hills of
the Sierra Nevada, which limit the valley, make a woodland country.
diversified with undulating grounds and pretty valleys, watered .w1th srqa”
streamns which reach only a few miles beyond the hills, the springs which
supply them not being copious enough to carry them across the plains.
These afford many advantageous spots for farms, making sometimes large
bottoms of rich, moist land. The rolling surface of the hills presents sunny
Xposures, sheltered from the winds, and having a highly iavorabl'e ciimate
and suitable soil, are considered to be well adapted to the qultlx'at}on of
1(}“'] grape, and will probably become the principal vine-growing region of

‘alifornia. ]

The uplands bordering the valleys of the large streams are .usuall)i
wooded with evergreen oaks, and the intervening plains also are tlmbt‘r}en
with groves or belts of evergreen oaks, among prairie and open land. T 1;‘
surface of the valley consists of level plains along the Tulare lakes an
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