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30th CONGRESS, 

2d Session. 
[SENATE.) 

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

JANUARY 29 1 184:9. 
Submitted and ordered to be printei. 

Mr. ATCHISON made the following 

REPORT : 

REP, CoM., 
No . 275. 

'l'!ie Committee on Indian .11..ff airs, to wlio'fn: was refe-n·ed t!,,e docu­
ments and papers relating to the claim of Margueritta Reneau, 
a half-breed Osage Indfon, for compensation for a section of land 
reserved to lier by tke treaty of 1825, !iave examined t!ie same, 
and report : 

That, by, the treaty of 1825, between the United States and the 
Osaae tribe of Indians, a reservation of 6!0 acres of land was made 
to, ~nd for t he use of, one Margueritta Reneau by name, by an act 
of Congress of 1839. Money, at the rate of t-.i-o dollars per acre, 
i n lieu of said land, was authorized to be paid to the persons men­
tioned in the t reaty. Congrave Jackson, an ofnrer in the Indian 
Department, was authorized and directed to make the payments 
under said act of Congres~. Jackson made a payment to a person 
by the name of Margueritta Reneau, a half-breed Osage Indian; 
but it was, and is, contended by the petitioner, or present claim­
ant, taat the paymen't so ma.de by J ack~on was made to the wrong 
person, and not to the person _intended by the treaty. This com-
plaint was made to the Indian Department, and an officer of the _.,; 
Indian Department, by the name of .Joel Crittenden, was directed /' 
to investigate the matter and report to the department. Critten-
den made suc h investigation. He examined witnesses to ascertain 
which was the true Margueritta Reneau, and as such entitled, under 
the treaty, to th e land, and, under the act of Congress, to the 
money in lieu of the land . He came to th e conclusion, from his 
examination of the case, that the payment was rightfully made by 
J ackson, and of this opinion was the Commis~ioner of Indian 
Affairs. The committee, from · an examination of · the testimony 
b efore them, are of opinion that the claimant has altogether failed, 
s o far as testimony is before the committee, to sh9w that the pay-
ment was wrongfully made, or that she is at a11 entitled to relief. 
They therefo re report and recommend the adoption of the follow-
. ng resolution : 

Resolved, That the petitioner, Margueritta Reneau, has failed to 
show, by competent t estimony, that she is entitled to the relief 
prayed for. 
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