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KLAMATH INDIAN RESERVATION. 11

PORTLAND, August 18, 1877.

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 12th instant is received. I have to say in reply that the
reservation lines are run by the cardinal points and by the section and township lines
rather than by the lines of the reservation described in the treaty. Thesurvey docs
not appear to conform to the treaty in but one place and that on the west side along

the margin of the lake,
Yours, respectfully, D. P. THOMPSON.

WM S. Moorg, Esq.

Orrice KLAMATH AGENCY, September 7, 1877.

Hon. J. Q. SmrtH,
Commissioner Indianw Affairs, Washington, D. C.:

Your circular letter to U.S.Indian agents, dated August 21,1877, and marked C,
is received, and in compliance with the instructions thereof I have to say that it
has been my diligent and constant endeavor to become acquainted with the habits,
disposition, and intentions of the Indians of this reservation, and I think that I
lave succeeded so as to be able to give the information desired. The Indians of this
agency are well disposed towards the Government, and it is shown by the past that
it would take almost any amount of abuse and wrongs by individuals and by the
Government to cause them to become hostile; but there is a question of seven years
standing, which was introduced in such a way that the Indians did not understand
it, and it hasonly become understood by them as they have seen, from time to time, one
after another settle upon their lands. When the so-called survey was made the
Indians were told that it was for the purpose of giving each Indian a piece of land,
and when the first settlers came on the Indians were told that the white people
were only stopping for awhile, and that they would soon go away, and in this way
the thing has been managed until at this time there are from 10 to 12 settlers on the
lands claimed by the Indians, and which must be theirs as described by the treaty.
Besides all this, there are large herds of cattle and sheep grazing upon another
portion of their lands each summer.

The Indians do not think that the Government is to blame for this wrongdoing,
but say that it wassome one of the agents orsurveyors. This is the only question that
is likely to give trouble here. You will see that if my statements in former com-
munications, as well as in this, are true, that this is a question of no small magni-
tude, and that common honesty requires that it be settled according to the treaty.
Permit me to say in this connection that I Lring this question up because I could
not do otherwise and be true to the trust committed to my charge. It will be seen
in the near future that the mistake is that it has not been investigated and settled
long ago. As I have presented this matter, it must astonish you, first, that men
charged with public business, acting under oath of office, would cause such a survey
to be made and thereby lead the Government unwittingly to do such a thing; and,
secondly, that this thing has not been brought before the Department before this.

‘What can be done?
Yours, very truly, - Jké IZII_MROOI;K, )
A ian Agent.

ConrvarLis, OREG., September 8, 1877.

DeAR Sir: Yours of 27th ultimo at hand. The survey of the Klamath Reser-
vation was made under contract with the surveyor-general of Oregon, and paid out
of an appropriation for surveys of the different reservations in Oregon. It was at
the recommendation, and I think to some extent under the control, of the Super-
intendent of Indian Affairs,

The Siletz, Grand Roude, and Umatilla reservations were surveyed in the same way.

The field notes of the survey are on file in the surveyor-general’s office at Portland.

I knew nothing of the country or Indians until I went there to work, but became
safisfied hefore I got throngh that the survey would e of very little use there, as |
the Indians could make but little nuse of 20-acre tracts of land in that country; in
fact, I never worked out the full extent of my contract for that reason. A

The Indians were opposed to the survey and gave a great deal of trouble by destroy-
ing the corners. I replaced a great many, but presume I did not find all that were
destroyed. I hauled stones 5 miles and placed for corners which afterward I found
in their sweat houses or thrown into the river.

Any other information that I give will be cheerfully granted.

Respectfully,

J. H. ROORK.

Since writing the inclosed communication this letter came to hand.
J. H. Roork.

GEO. MERCER.









14 KLAMATH INDIAN RESERVATION.

tion; and upon the accuracy of the survey of its outboundaries depends the future
peace of the Indians of this reservation.

1 submit in this connection a letter from the War Department of the 27th of Sep-
tember last, inclosing a copy of a communication from the commanding officer at
Fort Klamath, calling attention to the fact that the Indians question the accuracy
of the survey and complain of the encroachments by whites, and suggesting the
probability of difficulty, unless the matter is satisfactorily adjusted. Maj. Gen.
McDowell, in forwarding the same, asks early attention to this matter.

As the survey of the onthoundaries and subdivision of portions of the same has
been made under the jurisdiction of the General Land Office, I have the lLonor to
recommend that the Commissioner of the General Land Office be requested to fur-
nish this office with a copy of the plat and field notes of the survey of the out-
boundaries of said reservation, with his views as to the accuracy of that survey in
determining the location of the outbonndaries as defined in the treaty of October 14,
1864, with the Klamath Indians (16 Stats., p. 708).

The Indian agent should have a copy of the plat and field notes of the survey of
the exterior limits of his reservation, to show the Indians where their lines extend,
and the views of the General Land Office are requested, that proper instructions
may issue from this office to the Indian agent for his guidance in the management
of the subject in question.

The return of letters from the War Department and Agent Roork is respectfully

requested.
I have the honor to be, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
E. A.Hayr,
Commissioner.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Report of proceedinge of a meeting held at Linkville, Lake County, Oreg., March 2, 1878.

At a meeting held in Linkville, Lake County, Oreg., March 2, 1878, called for the
purpose of devising means to procure the scttlement of the disputed boundary of
the Klamath Indian Reservation, Hon. S. B. Cranston was chosen chairman and W.
S. Moore secretary. The chairman stated the object of the meeting, when Hon. J.
H. Roork, U. 8. Indian agent, Leing called npon stated in a few pertinent remarks
what he knew bearing upon the question and what steps he had taken toward pro-
curing a settlement of the same. Said he had suggested to the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs the appointment of a commission to consist of three men—one to be
chosen from the military, one from the Indian Department, and one from ecivil life,
with power to send for persons and papers.

Remarks were made by Hon. L. 8. Dyer, ex-Indian agent; Joan Applegate, esq.,
Hon. 8. B. Cranston, and others, when the following preamble and resolution were
unanimously adopted :

‘“ Whereas, a dispute having existed between the Klamath Indians and white set-
tlers in regard to the bonudary line of the Indian Reservation, the Indians claim-
ing that the line as surveyed does not correspond with the boundary as described in
the treaty made with them by the Govermment, and as these disputed lands are
being occupied by white settlers, it is very nccessary that the dispute be settled,
or it may lead to serious results: Therefore, be it

¢ Resolved, That we citizens of Lake County, realizing the importance of an early
settlement of the existing dispute in regard to the boundary of the Klamath
Indian Reservation, for the peace and prosperity of this section of our State,
desire to ask the earnest attention of our delegation in Congress to this matter, and
respectfully ask them to confer with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and use
their influence to secure the appointment of a commission with power to send for
persons and papers and the decision of the commission to be final; and further we
wonld respectfully snggest in accordance with Agent Roork’s suggestion to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the following gentlemen as men of large experience
and eminently qualified to act as sueh cormnissioners shonld sueh commission be
decided npon, towit: Gen. Wheaton, of the Military Department; Gen, William Van-
dever, © ¢he Indian Department; Rev. E. R. Geary.”

Ou motion meeting adjourned,

S. B. CRANSTON, Chairman,
W. 8. MOORE, Secretary.







































KLAMATH INDIAN RESERVATION. 21

one mile north of the bridge at Fort Klamath; thence due east to the summit of the
ridge which divides the upper and middle Klamath lakes; thence along said ridge
to a point due east (west) of the north end of the up lake; therce due east, passing
the said north end of the upper lake to the summit of the mountains on the east
side of the lake; thence along said mountains to the point where Sprague’s River is
intersected by the Ish tish ea wax Creek; thence in a northerly direction to the
summit of the mountain, the extremity of which forms the Point of Rocks; thence

along said mountain to the place of beginning.” .
The two principal points in dispute are ‘‘the mountains east of the lake” and

“Ish tish ea wax Creek.”

The white settlers claim that the range of mountains lying between Klamath
Marsh and Sycan Valley, and known as ‘‘ Winter Ridge,” is the true boundary as
defined by the treaty, and that Ish tish ea wax Creek is that portion of Sprague
River situate above the North Fork.

The Indians claim that the range of mountains mentioned in the treaty is that
Iying between the Sycan Valley and Summer Lake, and that they were to have pos-
session of the whole of Sycan and Sprague River valleys. .

(On the map of Oregon, Middle Klamath Lake of the treaty is designated as
“ Up};e’r Klamath Lake” and Upper Klamath Lake of the treaty, as ¢ Klamath
Marsh,”

The lil)le as surveyed in 1871 was located through the middle of Sycan Valley,

“ midway between the conflicting claims of the Indians and settlers.

As to this survey, the surveyor, George Mercer, testifies (May 16, 1887), that in
running the boundary he complied with therequest of the surveyor-general to make
the line conform to the lines of the public survey as far as possible.

As to the north boundary, he states that there might be some question raised as to
the extreme north end of Klamath Marsh, owing to the fact that as the water in the
lake rises and falls it overflows more land, and then again recedes, leaving what was
at one time a portion of the lake as dry land.

As to the eastern boundary lie says there is a well-defined summit east of the north
end of the lake, but no ridge running from that summit to Sprague River at the
mouth of Ish tish ea wax Creek, and that he continued his course east to a point
due north of Ish tish ea wax Creek conforming to the range line.

He thinks that the Indinns understood that they were to have the Sycan Valley,
but agrees with the white settlers as to the location of Ish tish ea wax Creek,

Agent Emery submits a rongh map of the reservation, showing the east boundary
of the reservation as claimed by the settlers and Indians, respectively.

In his report, dated June 16, 1887, he states that he visited the northern and
northeastern part of the reservation; that he found east and a little south of the
upper lake a well defined ridge and broken mountain range, of which Yamse is the
highest peak; and that to reach this ridge it is necessary to runsouth several miles;
that no summit of mountains mentioned in description of boundary in the treaty
can be reached by extending the line north of the upper lake due cast.

He then describes the lincs on the map as claimed by the whites and Indians,
respectively.

From personal observation, as well as the testimony of the Indians, he believes
their claims as to the location of Ish tish ea wax Creek to be correct, but yet, he
says, ‘““to reach the mountains following which terminate at this point it becomnes
necessary to extend the northern boundary line still farther east at least 12 miles—
not along mountains, but through a low country—then south half as many miles to
the ridge separating the waters of the Silver Lake country from those of the Sycan
Valley, thence along this ridge to the said mountains east of the Sycan Valley.”

Gen. Fremont, in his expedition ot 1843, crossed the upper portion of Klamath
Marsh, and, after leaving the marsh, continued up a hollow formed by a small afflu-
ent to the lake and immeiliately entered an open pine torest on the mountain.

He then traveled in an casterly direction through the forest for about four hours,
crossed a stream 30 feet wide (longitude 121° 20’ 42/), from which the road was over
a broad monntain, and after seven hours came upon the headwaters of another stream.
Still proceeding east. the mountain gradually rose. Toward noon on the fourth day
after leaving Klamath Marsh hie found himself on the verge of a vertical and rocky
wall of the mountain. More than a thousaud feet below was a green prairie coun-
try in which a beautitul lake was spread at the foot of the mountain, and all was
like summer or spring.  ““Shivering on snow 3 fect deep, and stiffening in a cold
north wind, we exclaimed at once that the nanies of Summer Lake and Winter Ridge
should be applied to these two proximate places of such sudden and violent con-
trast.” (Fremont’s Memoirs of My Life, p. 301.) X

(ien. Fremont’s narrative establishes the fact that ¢ Winter Ridge” isimmediately
west of Summer Lake and not at the northeast corner of the Klamath Reservation,

ag laid down on the present map of Oregon. .
Taking Winter Ridge as the summit of the mountains east of Klamath Lake, and
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