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CLAIMS ARISING FROM INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 3

tion.” By an examination of the tables herewith presented, showing the date of
origin and the amount of the claims on file in_this office, it wiil be seen that many
of them originated at so remote a period that the present generation of Indians can
not possibly have any knowledge of or personal respounsibility for them. It thus
oceurs that a great hardship is liable to be imposed upon the present generation
(which is making, comparatively speaking, satisfactory progress in civilization), by
puuishing children for crimes conmitted by their ancestors, and imposing upon
them, in their advanced and advancing condition, a burden which was créated by
their fathers while yet in a state of savagery. If the law is permitted to remain as
it is, it will work great hardship and will be a matter of very considerable dis-
conragement to the present, if not to futnre generatious. Many of the Indians
belonging to the different tribes which are chargeable with depredations are poor and
struggling to becowe sel-supporting, and the collection of these amounts will unduly
punish them for sins of which, personally, they are not guilty. It certainly would
provoke, in many cases, a spirit of antagonism and restlessness that would be very
hurtful, primarily to the Indians tiemselves, and might seriously impair the peace-
able relations hetween them arnd the Government, in which event the unlimited ex<
pense of reducing them to a state of peace wonld be tar greater than the payment of
these claims outright from the United States Treasury.

When the diftercnt tribes which have eutered into treaties and agreements with
the Uuited States bargained that the moneys to become due them by reason of such
treaties or agreements should be held in trust by the Government and be paid to
them in the manner and form set forth in such agreements or treaties, it was not
contemplated by them that it would, at some subsequent period, enaet a law, in the
consideration of which they could have no part, which would practically confiscate
these various moneys and divert their payment into an altogether different channel
from that originally intended and agreed upon.

In view of this situation, I would respecttully recommend that the act be amended
80 as to leave it discvetionary with the Secretary of the Interior to determine as to
whether or not the financial condition of any tribe, against whom judginent may be
obtained in the Court of Claims on account of depredations committed by members
of that tribe, will justify the deduction from tribal moneys of the funds necessary
for the payment of such judgments. At present it will be noticed there is no such
discretion, exeept as to what funds may be necessary for the ‘‘current and necessary
support, subsistence, and education” of such Indians,

The following table shows what disposition was made of these claims
up to June 30, 1891:

Number Amount Amount
of claims.| allowed. claimed.

Paid or otherwise adjndicated by the Secretary of the Interior
priorto the act of May 29, 1872 .. ... ... ........... 220 | $216, 380.83 $438, 166. 71
Paid under anthority of various acts of Congress prior to

March 3, 1885, .. . i ieaeieeiaaaaan 52 208,140. 10 311,0651. 71 .

Paid under authority of acts of Congress since March 3, 1885.. 2 10, 050. 00 34, 450. 00
Acted upon by the Sceretary of the Interior, pursnant to act

305 278, 323,88 | 1,066, 021.97
399 336,728, 42 984, 433. 66
220 | 377,106, 41 1,070, 003. 37
164 2133, 288, 69 707, 825. 65
357 345,160.25 | 1,028,197.22

Tt

15, 340. 00 28, 049.75

Total 1,753 2.000,517.58 | 5, 668, 800. 04
Remaining on file in Indian O 6,252 . ...oaioo. | 19: 920: 205. 96

' |

I fully concur in the views expressed by the Comnissioner and believe
that unless the lTaw is amended as recommended we shall tind ourselves
involved in trouble, to settle which wiil cost the Government immensely,

These Indians, as a rule, are not far enough advanced in civilization
to be able to be entirely self'supporting. These depredations were per-
petrated by past generations of the tribes, and are now being adjudi-
cated with but little, if any, actual knowledge on the part of the Indians
of the proceedings.  The funds to the eredit ot the different tribes ave,
on the other hand, well known to them and the annual interest or other
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