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55tH CONGRESs, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. {REI;Q lfT
3d Session. } o NO"J{Z,'

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS AND SAILORS, ETC.

MARCH 1, 1899.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the
Union and ordered to be printed.

Mr. GIBSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, submitted the
following

REPORT.

[To accompany S. R. 216.]

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to which was referred the joint
resolution (3. I&. 216) construing the act approved June 27, 1890, enti-
tled “An act grauting pensions to soldiers aud sailors who are inca-
pacitated for the performance of manual labor, and providing for pen-
sions to widows, minor children, and dependent parents,” has examined
the same and respecttully reports:

This resoiution, in effect, is the same as the bill (H. R. 8628) reported
Marxch 7, 1898, and accomplishes the same purpose.

The House report (No. 643) and a copy of that bill is annexed, and
shows the necessity for the measure.

The joint resolution is reported back with the recommendation that
it pass.

[House Report No. 643, Fifty-fifth Congress, second session.]

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8628) to
amend section 4716 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, having carefully
considered the sawe, respesctfully report:

The object of the bill is to give a pensionable status, under the act of June 27,
1890, to the most meritorious of those men who served a short period in the Confed-
erate army and afterwards enlisted and served faithfully in the Federal Army.

The discrimination against those who served for a while in the Confederate armny
has been for more than ten years removed as to those soldiers who served in the
Mexican war, and as to those who incurred a disability in the line of duty, and has
been removed for more than five years as to those who served in our Indian wars,
and your committee are of opinion that the time has come for the removal of this
disability as to those who served only a short time in the Confederate army and a
long time in the Federal Army.

The bill as amended excludes, first, those who enlisted after September 1, 1864;
second, those whose disability was incurred while engaged in rebellion; third, those
who served more than six months in the Confederate army or navy; and, fourth,
those who enlisted while confined as prisoners of war. From the best information
accessible to your committee, it is estimated that the number of men who will be
benefited by this bill will not exceed 300.

Under the law as it now is an ex-Confederate who enlisted in the Federal Army
and served a week and was disvabled by sickness can get a pension; while an ex-Con-
tederate who enlisted in the Federal Army and served therein for one, two, or three
years without incurring a disability can not get any pension, however old, however
disabled, or however poor he may now be.

Again, under the law a8 it now is a man who served only three months during the
war without incurring any disahility can get a pension for a disability incurred
since his discharge, while an ex-Contederate who served three years in the Federal
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