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55TH CONGRESS, } SENATHE. - {DOCUMENT
3d Session. No. 126.

IRA SMITH.

FEBRUARY 20, 1899.—Referred to the Committee on Appropriatfons and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. PETTIGREW presented the following

LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, REGARDING
ADDITIONAL PAYMENT REQUIRED OF IRA SMITH FOR COM-
MUTING SIOUX LANDS, SOUTH DAKOTA.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, February 8, 1899.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 28th ultimo wherein you refer to the homestead entry of Ira Smith
for lands in South Dakota, on which he has paid $1.25 per acre, under
section 21, act of March 3, 1889 (256 Stat., 888), and of whom a further
payment of an additional $1.25 per acre is required which he is unable
to make.

In answer to your request for the status of the case I inclose here-
with for your information a copy of the report on your letter by the
Commissioner of the General Land Office, under date of the 7Tth instant,
giving the desired information.

The land covered by Smith’s entry, and 'on which he has submitted
commutation proof, is a tract of ceded Sioux Indian land, and it will
be observed that section 6 of the act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat., 1095),
which extends the commutation provision of section 2301, Revised
Statutes, to these lands, does “not relieve said settlers from any pay-
ments now required by law.” '

Very respecttully, C. N. Briss,
' Secretary.

Hon. R. F. PEITIGREW, Senate.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., February 7, 1899.
SIRr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by your reference
of the 31st ultimo, for report in duplicate and return of papers, of a
letter from Hon. R. F. Pettigrew, dated January 28, 1899, as follows:

It appears that Ira Smith, of Hawarden, Iowa, took a homestead entry on the
southeast quarter of section 22, township 105 north, range 69 west, fifth principal
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of March 2, 1889, as well as the price provided by amended section
2301, Revised Statutes, and that the fact that a different construction -
was formerly put upon the-law does not give the party the privilege of
commuting bis entry at a ditferent rate than that fixed by law.

On June 13,1898, in the case of Randall MeDonnall (27 I.. D, 72) the
Department affirmed the action of this office requiring the additional
payment of $1.25 per acre for the privilege of commuting a homestead
entry for Sioux lands.

By letter of January 23, 1899, Mr. Smith has filed an appeal from
said decision of this office of January 16, 1-99.

Senator Pettigrew’s letter is herewith retarned.

Very respecttully,
BINGER HERMANN, Uommissioner.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.



	Ira Smith.
	Recommended Citation

	1899-63-SD126-3735

