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54TH CONGRESS, SENATE. { DocUMENT
2d Session. } No. 23.

CERTAIN LEASES MADE BY SENECA INDIANS.

DECEMBER 15, 1896.—Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

The PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE presented the following

LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR, IN RESPONSE
TO PROVISION OF THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION ACT, APFROVED
JUNE 10, 1896, AND INCLOSING A COMMUNICATION FROM THE
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS RELATIVE TO LEASES
MADE AND ENTERED INTO BY THE SENECA NATION OF IN-
DIANS WITH ALL PERSONS OR CORPORATIONS OF ALL LANDS
IN THE ALLEGANY INDIAN RESERVATION IN THE STATE OF
NEW YORK.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, December 12, 1896.

SIr: The Indian appropriation act approved June 10, 1896 (29 Stat.
L., 340), contains the following provision:

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, anthorized and directed
to ascertain and report to Congress a detailed statement of all the leases made and
entered into by the Seneca Nation of Indians with all persons or corporations of all
lands in the Allegany Indian Reservation, in the State of New York, giving an
itemized statement of each and every leasc now in existence or force, with the date
and terms of each lease and amount or amounts due on each lease.

In response thereto, I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of
a communication of 10th instant from the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs and its inclosures, showing the action taken by the Indian
Office and the Department to comply with the requirements of the law.

The Commissioner states that while he does not feel that the infor-
mation called for by Congress is furnished in as satisfactory manner as
it should be, it appears to be the best that can be given under the
circumstances.

The report of the agent of the New York agency shows the number
of leases made, but does not furnish the itemized statement of each
and every lease now in existence or force, with the date and terms of
each lease and amount or amounts due on each lease. To do this, on
account of the condition of the records of the Seneca Nation, the agent
states that it will require the services of two persons for at least six
months, and he estimates the cost of such labor at $1,500.

As no moneys have been appropriated for this work, and no funds
under the control of the Department are available for the purpose, I
have the honor to recommend that if the information furnished by the
Commissioner is not deemed sufficient, that an appropriation of §1,500,
or so much thereof as may be necessary, may be made for the purpose.

Very respectfully,
Davip R. FrANcCIS, Secretary.

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE,
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Jewell, in which he states that on November 23 he proceeded to Little
Valley, the county seat of Cattaraugus County, and made a cursory
examination of the records, when he discovered that he would have no
time to perform the duties required in the examination of said records;
that he therefore employed the county clerk to make such examination,
whose report he incloses—the clerk being employed at his expense;
that he was obliged to employ the clerk of the Seneca Nation to make
an examination of the records of the nation, and report to him, which
was done; that from said report it appears that there are recorded in a
book, commencing with March 22, 1881, 76 leases; that from the year
1892 there are 5 libers containing the Tecords of 1 ,443 leases for the
term of ninety nine years; that the same records show a large number

of ‘“subleases” recorded, fhe original leases having been of large tracts

which were subsequently subdivided and subleased; that the number

of acres covered by these leases is approximately 5,490, but the descrip-

tion of the lands in a great many leases is so imperfect that it would be

impossible to give the quantity of land from any data contained in the

descriptions.

The agent further reports that probably a large percentage of the
leases recorded in the books of the Seneca Nation are also recorded in
the office of the clerk of Cattaraugus County, but the records of the
nation are in such condition that it would take a long time to compare
the brief or abstract of the leases recorded in both places, and select
those which are not recorded in the county clerk’s office and make an
abstract of them.

The report of the county clerk of Cattaraugus County shows the
total number of Seneca leases recorded in his office to be 3,111; total
number made prior to 1892 was 2,031, the average term of Whlch was
for twelve years, and the same were renewed every twelve years under
the act of February 19, 1875 (18 Stat. L., 330); number of leases renewed
in 1892 which have been recorded is 1 ,080, ‘the same being for ninety-
nine years under the said act of 1875 and the act of September 30,
1890 (26 Stat. L., 5568); that prior to 1880 the greater portion of these
lands were leased in large tracts and afterwards divided up into smaller
parcels and subleased; that the average amount of rental (as stated
in the leases) recelved by the Indians per annum prior to 1892, was
$10 per lease; that the average rental per annum since 1892 is $5 per
lease, and that the character of the descriptions is such in nearly all
the leases that it will be impossible to determine the quantity of land
contained therein without a survey of the same.

The clerk adds that it would be a difficult matter for him to make an
estimate of what would be the cost of making an abstract of all leases
and renewals, showing all that is required until after the work is com-
pleé;ed., but he would estimate that the probable cost would be from $600
to $800.

Agent Jewell reports that it is impossible for him to state the num-
ber of persons it would require or the length of time it would take to
comply with the strict letter of thelaw; that surveys might have tobe
made, but how many and the time it would take L is unable to state;
that the rate of compensation would be somewhere from 83 to $5 per

day, and that in his opinion it would take two persons about six months
to make the investigation and abstract, and that the cost would be about
$1,500.

I have the honor to submit the forgoing report with two copies of
Agents Jewell’s letter and inclosures, and with the remark that, while
I do not feel that the information called for by Congress is furnished in
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