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541H CONGRESS, ]| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, REPORT
1st Session. } { No. 228,

FORT SMITH AND WESTERN COAL RAILROAD COMPANY.

FEBRUARY 3, 1896.—~Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union and ordered to be printed.

Mr. LITTLE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the
following ’

REPORT:

[To accompany H. R. 4153.]

The Committee on Indian Affairs have had under consideration the
bill (H. R. 4153) ¢“Toe grant the Fort Smith and Western Coal Railroad
Company a right of way through a portion of the Indian Territory, and
for other purposes,” and report the same back to the House with the
recommendation that it do pass, with the following amendments:

In section 2, line 11, strike out “two” and insert ‘““one”; also, in said
line strike out ¢“three” and insert “two.” And in line 18 of said sec-
tion strike out the words ‘“one hundred” and insert ¢ fifty.”

In sectipn 3, line 20, strike out “thirty” and insert “ninety.” After
the word ¢ States,” in line 21, insert the word “District.”

In line 22 of said section strike out the following words: “At Mus-
cogee, Indian Territory,” and insert the following: ¢For the central
district of the Indian Territory, sitting at the place nearest and most
convenient to the property sought to be condemned.”

Strike out all of section 8.

In section 9, in line 13, strike out the word ‘‘five” and insert ¢ three.”

Add, at the end of section 10, the following amendment:

Provided further, That the entire line of said road shall he surveyed and located
and said location approved by the Secretary of the Interior before the work of con-
struction shall commence.

This road, if constructed, will open up alarge valley of fertile country
south of the Arkansas River, as well as a large mining interest along
its line. The section of country through which the proposed line runs
is isolated from other roads by the Arkansas River on the north and a
heavy range of mountains on the south.

Your committee has authority to submit copies of the annexed let-
ters—one from Hon. Green McCurtain, a prominent native of the
Choctaw Nation and ex-treasurer, and one from Hon. Jeff. Gardner,
present chief of the Choctaw Nation—which show the necessity for the
granting of this charter,

JANUARY 20, 1896.

Sir: The Fort Smith and Western Coal Railway Company have surveyed a line of
rallvggy, commencing at IFort Smith, Ark., and intersecting the Missouri, Kansas,
and Texas Railway at Reams Station, Ind. T., and they propose building the said
road if 1_Jhey' can procure i charter. The conntry through which this road wonld
pass is rich in coal deposits, has large agrienltural interests, and is the center of a
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