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54TH CONGRESS, | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. {REPORT
1st Session. No. 27,

FORT HAYS MILITARY RESERVATION, IN THE STATE OF
KANSAS.

JANUARY 11, 1896,—Committed to the Committee of the whole Houge on the state
of the Union and ordered to be printed. -

Mr., Curtls, of Kansas, from the Committee on the Public Lands,
submitted the following

REPORT:
{To accompany H. R. 1238.]

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom were referred the bills
(H. R. 276 and H. R. 1238) granting to the State of Kansas the aban-
doned Fort Hays Military Reservation, in said State, for the purpose of
establishing western branches of the Kansas Agricultural College and
the Kansas State Normal School, and for a publie park, have carefully
considered the bills, and respectfully submit the following report:

A bill similar to this (see S. 2799, third session Fifty-third Congress)
passed the Senate on the 26th day of February, 1895, and the House,
by unanimous consent, on the 2d of Mareh, 1895.

The bill grants the land to the State for the purpose of establishing
western branches of the Kansas Agricultural College, the Kansas
State Normal School, and for a public park. There are 7,600 acres in
this reservation, upon which are located 40 buildings, which are
going to ruin, as vacant, unused, and unprotected buildings are bound
to. This reservation was abandoned about ten years ago, and was
turned over to the Interior Department for disposal under the act of
July 5, 1884.

In 1889 the Honorable Secretary of the Interior directed the suspen-
sion of action on this reservation to await the action of Congress in
regard thereto.

In view of the passage of the bill, S, 2799, the district land officers
were advised by telegram, dated March 22, 1895, that said lands were
withdrawn frout settlement and entry to give opportunity for further
legislation.

The land granted by the bill reverts to the United States whenever
it is abandoned by the State.

The facts are set out in Senate Report No. 1012, Fifty-third Con-
gress, third session, from which your committee takes the following:

On the 18th of February, 1895, the legislature of the State of Kansas passed a con-
current resolution requesting the Senators and Representatives in Congress from that
State to secure the passage of an act of Congress donating said Fort Hays Military

Reservation to the State of Kansas for the purposes hereinbefore mentioned, which
resolution is as follows:

[House concurrent resolution No. 20. By Mr. Schlyer.]

Whereas the expericnce of the settlers upon the plains of western Kansas, covering
a period of more than twoenty years, has demonstrated conclusively that agriculture
can not be pursued with profit under existing natural conditions, and that artificial
means and methods must bo substituted therefor; and
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of the State agricultural college at this point would be particularly beneficial and
appropriate for the reasons herein stated and more fully set forth in the concurrent
resolution above named, as it would form a nucleus from which important develop-
ments might be exnected in determining the agricultural character and value of the
arid lands in the western part of Kansas and eastern Colorado, and for all these
reasons the committee is of the opinion that the policy contemplated by this bill is
a wise and prudent one, and will result beneficially not only to the State of Kansas,
but to the whole country, and we therefore recommend the passage of this bill.

Your committee therefore recommend that H. R. 276 lie on the table,
and that the bill H, R. 1238 do pass without amendment,
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