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6 [ Rep. No. 301. ]

The committee asked for facts on which they might base a refport.; but
instead of facts, after a lapse of more than two months, they are urnished
with an argument.

The reason why buildings which were destroyed by the enemy, and
other property in the military service of the United States, during the war
with Great Britain, were paid for, under the act of Aprll 9, 1816, and the
acts amendatory thereto, is, that the enemy was justified in such destruc-
tion.

No compensation has been made, by either general or special legislation,
where the destruction was wanton. )

If the destruction of the property in Florida, Georgia, and Alabama, is
analogous to the cases provided for by the acts mentioned, as is supposed
by the Secretary of War ad interim, then the Indians are justified. _

The British were justified in the destruction of buildings, because, being
used down to the time of destruction as public property, so far as the
enemy was concerned, they were public property, and became legitimate
ohjects of destruction.

The committee would recommend relief in all cases of the same charac-
ter as those where relief has been granted ; and it was for the purpose of
knowing whether they were of the same character, that information was
desired.

They are not able to see the force of the argument, that, because the land
in Florida will be brought into the market as a part of the public domain,
thercfore, the people of Florida have any claims superior to the people
of Georgia and Alabama ; nor are they able to discriminate between the
destruction of property in the present war, and the losses that the inhabit-
ants in Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and in other places, suffered during the
war of 1812, and during other hostile movements of the Indians. This re-
mark is made from what are supposed to be the facts, but without any pre-
judice to the claims ; as to which, the committee will come to no con-
clusion until the proof shall be produced. Then, and not till then, can it
be known whether the cases come within either the general or special legis-
lation of Congress. '

The Secretary of War ad interim, towards the close of his letter, says:
“1 thought it my duty to call the attention of the President to the subject;
and he so far concurred with me in opinion, as to lay the subject before
Congress in his message. Strictly speaking, the duties of the Executive
Department ended with the making of those suggestions; but as I was very
desirous to afford all the aid in my power to the committee, 1 retained your
letter in my hands, in the hope that [ might be able, in due season, to’give
the subject a thorough examination.” h

"The President called the attention of Congress to the depredations spoken
of, in his annual message, under the third section of the second article of the
constitution of the United States, which is as follows: ¢ He shall, from
time to time, give to the Congress information of the state of the Union,
and recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge
necessary and expedient.”

It will be seen by the remarks of the Secretary of War ad interim, that
he holds that the duty of the Exccutive Department ends with the act of
recominendation.

The committee say, “with the act of recommendation,” because they
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