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24th CONGRESS, 

2d Sission. 
[ Rep. No. 280. ] 

FEBRUARY 23, 1837. 

I 

Ho. OF REPS, 

Mr. HALL, of Vermont, (rom the Committee· on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, made the following 

REPORT:. 

The Comrnittee on the Post O.ffice and Post' Roads,. lo whick was referred 
the petitio1f of Avery, Saltmarsh, cj- Cumpany1 subniit th.e following 
report: 

The petitioners are the present contractors for tarrying the mail from 
Columbus, Georgia, to Montgomery, ,Al~bama, a distance of about ninety 
miles. rrhe contract was for the term of four years, and wiU end the 31st 
of December next. The route js one of -much importance, being that on 
which the great mail from the north to Mobile and New Orleans is ,canied; 
and: by contract, it was to be transported daily each way in four-horse post 
coaches. 

About seventy miles of the eastern portion of the route rnns through the 
territory occnpied by the Cr.eek nation of Indians-. In r,onsequence of the 
wHd and unsettled character of the country, the contractors were under 
the necessity of erecting stables and other buildings ut ~everal stands on 
the road, and of laying ii-1 supplies of proven~1er for their horses, which sup­
plies they were compelled to ohtain and transport from /a considerable dis­
tance. There were seven of these stnndsr and, in order to e"xecute their 
contri.lct with the department, several coaehes wo/e .required, and sixty­
fonr horses were in constant employmentr besides others necessarily kept in 
readiness to meeJ contingencies. 

While the petitioners were in the · execmtion of their contract with the 
depurtment, the late war ,-vith the Greek Indians broke out, in · which the· 
Indians attacked and destroyed, m ear:uied off; several coaches, horses, hai·~ 
nesses, and other property 0f the contr&ct0rs, in use in the pnformance of 
their c0ntra~t ; and it is for au indemnrty for the loss of this property thar; 
the present claim is made.. ' 

The facts in relation to the depredations of the' Indians, so far as tfie 'pe: 
titioners' claim is concerned, appear to have been as follows: 

About the 1st of May last, apprehensions l:Xisted in the vic~nity of the' 
Creeks of an approachino-· war. By a letter from Major McIntosh of the. 
United States army, to th°'e Adjutant General, published iri the Globe ofth~ 
17th of May, it appears that the Iudian depredations commenced as early as 
the 5th of tha/ month. On ihe 9th of May, the same officer writes as fol:-
Blair &. Rives, ppp.ters. · · 
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lows: « Hostilities have commeuced in serious en.rnestne s. Within n 
few days four individuals have 1:-een m~udered, and i~ is feared many others 
h ave fallen. * * * * The war-whoop is now soundmg throughout the 11a. 
tion." [See Globe, May 2 , 1 36.] A letter from the postmaster at Colum­
bus, to the Postmaster General, dated l\fay 9th, states that _the Creeks had 
commenced ho tilities; and on the 10th, the postmaster writes as follows: 
" ince yesterday, five persons have been killed by the Indians, and three of 
them within ten miles of Columbus. Probably five hnndred persons have 
come into town from the nation within the last twenty-four hours, and have 
left thei r houses and property entirely unprotectrd." [See Globe, May 19, 
1 36.] The committee have no doubt that as early as the 9th of May the 
contractors would have been justified, by the laws of common prudence, in 
withdrawing their property from the lndi~n t~~·ritory ; and they probably 
mio-ht thereby have saved the greater portion, 1f not the whole of it. One 
of the petitioners testifies, that after the alarm commenced he did draw off 
from the route the property employed in running an accommodatiou pas-­
s n er line, nnd that he would have withdrawn the property of the mail 
lin a.I o, but for the advice and directions of the postmaster at Columbus, 
and Mr. Plitt, an agent of the Post Office Department, then at Columbus, 
who ntertnincd the belief that the Indians, whateyer depredations thc,y 
mi o-ht commit on individuals and their property, wou~d not ventme to ob­
struct the t:ran portation of the mail. 'I1his testimony is also confirmed by 
an al,(eut of the contractors then on the ground. The mail property was 
accordingly continued on the route. 'rhe danger of nttack continnino- to 
iu rense, the postmaster at Montgomery was instructed by the agent of the 
d artment to employ a guard for the protection of the mail. He accord­
in ly employed four men, and, as a means of adding to the security of the 
mail, ven others were received as passengers by the contr;ictors, the 
whole arm d with muskets and other weapons, _and acting as a guard. On 
1'-ic 15th of fay the mail with this guard left Montgomery, the whole in 
tw fi ur-horse post coaches. Before reaching the Indian country, one of 
th oache wa exchanged for a mail wagou. The mail proceeded nn1il 
it rriv d within about eighteen miles of O(~ l11mbus, whP.n on the 16th an 
n~tucl wa made by ' t • party of Indians, supposed to be hetween fifty and 

n hundr din number, two persons killed: and the guard overpowered, 
one hor e kill d, several wounded, and nil taken by the Indians, and the 
coach and wn.,-ron destroyed. No furth er attempts were made to keep up 
them il communication on the route, until after the Indians were subc;lued 
by military force; and all the property of the contractors then in the ludinn 
~ untry was captured 1:rnd carried off, or destroyed. It is shown by the tes­
timony of se eral witnesses that the contractors Jost. of their mail property, 
by the depredations of the Jndiitns, four coaches, one mail wagon, twenty­
eight hor e , seventeen sets of harness, and a quantity of corn and fodder 
laid in at their stands for the supply of their horses; the whole valued at 
the sum of 10,704. From the testimony submitted to the committee, and 
which i~ appended to the report, they me no reason to doubt that the peti­
ti n rs have actually sustained the losses they state, aad that the witnesses 
give a fair alnution of the property. Indeed, the petitioners appear to have 
su ta.ined sev re and great losses, in addition to those for which they claim 
indemnity of the Government. 

It is a principle of our legislation, long established and well settled, that 
iudividuals 4ave a valid claim on the Government for property captured or 
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destroyed by an enemy,_ while it is in the p_ublic s~rvic~. Under the dr~ 
cumstances in which this property of the c1aunants m tl!1s case was placed, 
the committee cannot entertain any doubt but that it must be considered as 
i11 the public service, and they, therefore, report a bill for their relief. 

There are also sundry other items of _ claim made by the petitioners, 
which will appear by the papers appended to this report, but which the 
committee are of opini01~ cannot be allowed. 

l, Justin Forbes, of Athens,. in the county of Bradford, and State of 
Pennsylvania, being duly sworn, depos-e and say: That, at the time of the 
commencement of hostilities with the Creek Indians, in May last, I was, 
and am still, one of the firm of Avery, Saltmarsh, & Co., who were unde:r· 
contract with the Post Office Department for carrying the mail from.Colum­
bus, Georgia, to Montgomery, Alabama. 'I1he company was then, and con- · 
tinues to he, composed of John H. Avery, Orlando Saltmarsh, and myself_;. 
Messrs. Ward 1,aylor and Richard C. Stockton, two of the original cor1'­
tractors, having previously sold and transferred their interest in the con­
tract to us: or some one of us. The contract was to carry the mail daily 
each way-the distance about ninety miles, and the average weight of the 
mail about one thousand pounds-being the great southern mail :wnte to 
Mobile and New Orleans. About seventv miles of the routf', next to Co­
lumbus, is through a wilderness territory; occupied by .the Creek nation of 
Indians. In consequence of the unsettled character of the country, the 
contractors \\·ere under the necessity of building stables for their horses at 
the different stands on the road, of which there were seven, and also shops 
and houses for blacksmiths, whedwrigbts, and harness makers, and were 
obliged 1 at a great expense, to transport corn and fodder for their horses ; 
and were also at great expense in repairing the road over which they tra­
velled. 11 he number of horses required to execute their contract with the 
department was sixty-fonr, kept constantly in employ, besides extras fo 
meet contingencies, and eight wagon horses employed in drawing corn and 
fodder to su'pply the stands. Besides the mail stage, the said company,. 
previous to May last, were running another line of stages along t!ie same 
road, called :, the accommodati<?n line," for the purpose of carrying passen­
gers; in the rnnning of which, they employed seventy horses in addition 
to the number above specified. At the commencement of the difficulties · 
with the Creek Indians, I was at Columbus in the management of the maH 
a.nd other line of stages above mentioned, an<l about the 10th of May,. and 
several days before an attack had been made on the mnil by the ln­
<lians. in consequence of their hostile ·proceedings in the vicinity, I had 
ordered the property belonging to the accommodation ljne to be drawn off 
the route; and when the depredations were committed on the mail line 
the accommodation line had, for some days, ,ceased running . . The dange; 
from the Indians was considered so great,, that I would not risk my indivi­
dual property on the route, when pursuing my own interest accoFdi,ng to -
my own inclination; bnt, as we we.re employed by the Government to ·car-
ry the mail, I felt bound to consult its officers, and to act according to their 
advice and direction in regard to it. For several days previous to the 16t_h . 

1
, 

of May, Mr. Plitt: an agent of the Post Office Department, was at Colum- · · 
bus, an_d l was in the daily practice of consulting him in regard to carryiug 
the mail through the Creek. country, and also with Mr. Van Ness, the post­
master at Columbus ; and, by their directions, I acted in- rega.rd to carryin$' , 
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the mail. Jlnd I heen under rn:, contract with the Go·vernment, I wonld 
hM'C had all my property withdr, wn from the line, before any attacl~ of the 
Indinn upon it· bnt th~ an~icty _of the ofiicer to k~ p up th~ mail con~­
muni atl 11 nr d th ir dir ti n , rnduccd me to conttn'le rnnmno- th mall 
lin • which' occ i0ncd the losses for which I now ask a compensation of 

' ucrrc, s. 
I forth r ay, that soon after the d~st~nction_ of ~mr mail stages by the 

Indian came to nshino-ton and adV1sed with the Postmaster General 
f th ·ituatiou four property an<l business in regard to the mail contract, 

nnd h dir cted met keep sufficient stRge pr0perty o_n hand to start the 
mail wh ,never the rnad sh· uld be cleared. I accordingly wrote to that 
-cfli t to u ao- nts near the route, and it was done. The route was recom . 
m n d a ut the last ,of July, us I think; th01:1gh, not having ibeen on the 
rrr uud my elf, I cannot speak with certainty as t-o the time. 
l;, rrh I s of the compu11y of Avery, Saltmarsh, & Co., of ·mail property, 
by Judn 11 d pr d tions, in con equence of carrying the mail after they had 

mm n d ho tilities, wu~, according to my best knowledge and belief, us 
f ll w·, t wit: 

mnil couch s, worth 
1 mail wag_-011, do. 
17 t of barncs ,at$ 0 
2 h rses at $150 

$1;650 00 
1.00 00 
680 00 

4,200 00 
2,934 00 
1,140 00 

l 00 bushel corn, ot 'l 63 -
:J ,0 0 lbs. fodder, at 3 c nts -
E pen c of kcepino- mail horses iu readiness during the 

t pp, gc of the mail 1,314 79 
l n ii table and crib burnt 100 00 
J) m, s for taking ncgro man by Indians 20 00 

1 uddition to the above; the company suffered other losses
1 

of their pro­
p rty ond <lama e to a very great amount-in the whole, not less than fifty 
th u ',rntl <lcllar , this deponent believes. 

JUSTIN FORBES. 

B. IC MORSELL; J.P. 

I, Dix n ~- Lewi , Representative of the district in Alabama in which 
th d prednt1 n_ of the reek Indians, during- the last year, were commit­
t d, have xammed the within statement of Mr. Forbes, and believe all the 
fact tat d a!e true. I am acquainted with the road, and know the descr.ip­
t10~1 ~c has 1v~n of the country; _the u_ecessity of putting up the various 

ldm r m nt10ned, to keep up his mml, on account of it~ being a very 
~ew and unsettled country; the necessity, in most instances, of transport-
1~g fornae from_ the older parts of Alabama, and the western part of Gcor­
ttin, ar~ acts ,~h1ch ~ know to he trne. I do not think the price of com and 
fodde 1s too h1gh; m fact, I have scarcely ever. known corn at less than 
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two dollars a bushel on most of that road. 'rhe price of the horses and 
stages is, I think, reasonable ; and, as a ge11:eral rer!mrk, I feel ~ot!fident , 
that every thing necessary to keep up the transportat10n of the mail m that 
country is higher than in any place I know, in the south, from ma~y causes, , 
bnt mostly from its being an Indian country, with a populat10n com­
posed of Indians and new settlers, who are almost all buyers and not sellers 
of corn and other provisions. 

DIXON H. LEWIS. 
JANUARY 28, 1837. 

I, George '\V. A very, of Petersburg, Va., being sw9rn, state : That I 
acted as agent for the mail stage company (Avery, Salt:'marsh, & Co.) d_ur­
ing the spring of 1836, in the Indian nation, Alabama. I was in the nat10n 
in the month of May, nt the time when the war commen~ed. I came in 
from the nation on the 6th, I think; and should have' had the whole stock , 
drawn off the road immediately, bnt for the anxiety to . keep up the mail ­
•communication; urged to the risk by the authorized n.g~nt of the Post 
Office Department, and the postmaster of Columbus. The agent of the 
department, Mr. G. Plitt, anthorized me to hire ,guards, and wrote to the 
postmaster of Montgomery to cto the same. He to()k upon himself . the 
management of this affair entirely, and assured me, bc,th before and after 
the attack, that the Post Office Department would remunerate the mail 
contractors for any loss sustained in consequence of this risk. 

The postmaster of Montgomery, directed by Mr. George Plitt, the au­
thorized agent of the Post Office Department, hired guards sufficient, a_s he 
thought, to protect the mail; he hired six guards, I think, at one time, 
and they were with the mail in one of the attacks. I have seen the depo­
~ition of Justin Porbes, Esq: giving a statement of tae loss of property by 
the Indians in the Creek nation ; with most of the facts set forth I am 
acquainted, and know them to be su0stantially corifect. 

GEO. W. AVERY. 

, . 0 Wl : 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ~ t 't ' 

Washington County, 
This 22d February, 1837: before the :subscriber, a jmitice of the peace 

:in and for said _crrnnty, personally appears George W. Avery, and after 
signing the above statement in my presence, makes oath that 1the facts 
therein stated are true; according to the best of deponent's knowledge and 
belief. 

W. THOMPSON, 
Justice of the Peace. 

STATE OF GEORGIA, Muscogee county: 
Personally t'tppeared before me, a jnstice of the peace for the countv of 

M~rncogee, in the State of Georgia, SamLiel H. Muzzy, of Columbus, in 
smd county, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: That, at the time of 
the comrn~ncement,of the ?ifficulty with the Creek Indians in May last, he 
then was m the employ of Avery, Saltmarsh, & Co., contractors for con-
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veying the mail between Columbus, Georgia, and Montgomery, Alabama1 

as agent on the line from Columbus to Montgomery, and was acting in 
that capacity during the continuance of that difficulty; and in consequence 
of being so employed, is acquainted with the description and number of 
horses and coaches employed by them in the conveyance of _the ~ail on 
the route, and the quantity of corn and fodder by them owne~ at drfferent 
stands in the Creek nation at the time of the commencement ~f the diffi­
culty with the Creek Indians. 

And the deponent saith that, during the difficulty wit.h the Creek In~ 
· dian3, there were four mail coaches taken and burnt by the Indians, and 

one mail wagon taken, and sixteen or seventeen sets of harness taken and 
burnt, or destroyed. And deponent further saith that, according to his best 
judomen t, the harnesses lost were worth at least, on an avern.ge, forty dol­
lars per set, and the mail coaches worth one thousand six hundred and 
fifty dollars in all ; and the mail wagon was worth one hundred doHars. 
And deponent further saith that there were lost twenty-eight valuable 
horses, then in service, which cost at least, on an average, one hundred 
and fifty dollars per horse, and were worth at the time fuff that sum. 

And deponent further saith that there were at the different stands in the 
Creek nation, belonging to said company of Avery, Saltmarsh, & Co., at 
the time of the commencement of the difficulty with the Indians, according 
to his best judgment, about two thousand bushels of corn, and all of which 
wn lost, except about two hundred bushels ; and that there was destroyed 
from thirty-five te forty thousand weight of fodder ; and that the corn was 
worth at lenst one dollar and sixty-three cents per bushel, and the fodder 
co tat the stands three dollars per hundred weight; the most part of that 
purchased since the war, to replace that destroyed, being purchased by de-
ponent. · 

A~1d deponent saith that there were kept on the line by snid company, in 
rcadmess for the mail, sixty-four horses, during the Indian war, tbe ex­
pen e of keeping which wns thirteen hundred and fourteen dollars and 

v nty-nine cents; which sum he paid, as agent, as &foresaid. And de­
pon nt further saith that there was one stable and one corn-crib (jn which 
t J?c rt of the corn was deposited) burnt by the Indians, which stable and 
nb were u cd for the teams belonging to the mail line, and were worth 

011 bundr d dollars; and that the mun employed by said company at one 
of th tables; having charge of the mail teams, was taken by the Indians, 
and by them detained about one month, to the damage of said company 
tw ~nty ~ollars. And deponent. further saith that, at the time of the attack on 
th ma1l wuo-on, on the 16th day of May last, he was present in the conch 
then used in conveying the guard intended for the protection of the mail, 
n.nd ays that the mail was heavy, nnd a part i11 the mail wagon and the 
oth r part in the coach; and that both wagon and coach were on that day 
u d • olely for the purpose of conveying thP- mail and the guard in attend­
anc ; _and upon being attacked, were overpowered by the superior number 
of Indians, and were obli~ed to abandon the mails, and coach, ,vagon 1 
and teams, with the loss 01 two men. 

S. H. MUZZY. 

worn to and subscribed before me: this 7th day of December, 1836. 
SAMUEL E. BUCKLER. 

Justice of the Peace. 
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S'l'A'rr.: oP GEORGIA, ? 
Muscogee county, December 5, 1836. ~ 
Personally appeared before me: Samuel E. Buckler, a justice of the peace 

for the county of Mw,cogee, in the State of Georgia,_ William S. Adams, of 
said county1 who, b~i1?g dnly ~worn, ~eposeth t~nct s~1th : rrhat, at the c~m­
mencemeut _ of the difficulty- with the Ureek Indians m May last, and during 
the continu~nce of that difficulty, he was one of the drivers in the employ 
of Avery, Saltmarsh, -~ Co.: coutractors for conveying the mail between 
Columbus, Georgia, and Montgomery, Alabama; and that during the time 
of the difficulty, he was on the route from Columbus to 'ruskegee, in Ala­
bama; and in conseqnen~e of being so on the route, is acquainted with the 
description and number of horses and stages employed by said company 
on said rnail route, used for the conveyance of the mail, and is al~o ac­
quainted with the description and number of horses and stages Jost hy said 
company on said route1 during the time of said difficulty, in consequence of 
the same. And the deponent further saith that, at the time of the attack 
made on the mail wagon, on the 16th day of May, 1836, there were eimht 
horses in company., four of wh_ich were atta?h~d to t~e mail wagon, :nd 
four attached tp a coach belongmg to the mail lme, which was at that time 
occupied by a guard and two of the agents of the mail line, and was in­
tended to affo.rd greater security and protection to the mail, which on that 
day was large and valuable. And this deponent further saith that these 
horses used in the conveyance of the mail, and also those attached to the 
coach conveying the guard~ \Vere :fine and valuable horses, and that all of 
these horses w~re either ki.lled or taken by the Indians. And this depo­
nent f<r rther saith that there were twenty other horses taken from the line, 
(including eight taken from the · stable, eight attached to the coach attacked 
on the 14t}_l day of May, and four which a man was leading,) alil of which 
were taken on the 14th day of May; making in all twenty-eight horses, 
worth at least, on an average, according to the best of his judgment, one 
hundred and fifty dollars eaeh. And the deponent further saith that the 
mail wagon, and con.ch occupied by the gnard at the time 'Of the attack 
oa the 16th day of May, were· valuable carriages, and both entirely de~ 
strayed. tog·ether with both sets of harness, being burnt by the Indians • 
also, that there were three other mail coaches on the line destroyed and 
fifteen other sets of harness, whi~h harnesses, being partly worn, ;were 
worth, according to the best of hi~ judgment, forty dollars per set. 

And the deponent fortb.er saith that said con~ractors had in the Creek 
nation, at d~fferent stands OJl the road, at the time of the attack; on the 16th 
of May, one' thousand ni~e hn.ndred nnd fifty bushels of corn, worth one 
dollar and fifty cents per hm;:;hel, and thi,rty-eight thousand weight of fodder 
_worth two dollars and twenty-five cents per hundred weight; arid that 
one thousand seven hundred and fifty bushels of corn were used, destroyed 
and carried away, and that all of the fod<;ler was also taken and carried 
away; the above statement regarding the amou.nt of co,rn and fodder being 
made according to his best judgrnent and bt;:li_ef. · 

. WILLIAM S. ADAMS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me; this 5t1) 1)ecember, 1836. 
SAM. ~. BUCKLER, 

Justice of the ,Peace. 
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On the 15th day of May last, I was instructed by Mr. Blue, postmn_ster 
nt Montgomery, to employ a guard of four men, to occompany the mail to 
Columbus, Georgia; I was acting as agent for the propnetors, Saltmarsh 
& Co. I did employ a guard of four men, and ngreed to carry seven other 
men through, on the condition that they would cn~TY muskets, and ~ct 
ns a guard on the way. With the four . men as. a hued guard, nnd _with 
seven others as a volunteer <1uard, all armed with muskets, the mml left 
Mo tgomery for Columbus, o~ the evening .of the 15th day of May last, in 
two four-horse post coaches. At Dumont's, o~ie of the coac·~es was left, and 
a mail wagon taken in lieu thereof. The mail proceeded till an attack was 
made by a body of Indians (supposed to be between fifty and one hundred) 
between Tuskegee nnd Columbus ; . the guard overpowered _f !WO of the 
volunteer guard killed; one horse lnlled ; several wounded; ana all taken 
by the Indians ; and the conch and wagon destroyed. 

A. T. KINGSBURY. 
ST.A.TE OF ALABAMA, Montgomery county: 

Before me, David Campbell, a justice of the peace for said co~nty, ca~e 
A. T. Kingsbury, and made oath that the above statem_ent is tme, m 
sub tnnce and foct. 

A. T. KINGSBURY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, December 2, 1836. 
D. CAMPBELL, J. P. 

TATE OF GEORGIA, Crawford county: 
P r anally appeared before me) a justice of the peace for the county of 

rawford, in the State of Georgia, Alfred B. Williams, of Knoxville, in the 
aid 'Ol nty, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: That, at the time 

of the c mmencement of t~e difficulty with the Creek Indians, in May 
last, he was in the employ of Avery, Saltmarsh, & Co., contractors for carry­
ing th mail between Columbus, Georgia, and Montgomery1 Alabama, as 
a driver on said line; nnd, in consequence of being so employed, is ac­
quainted with the description and number of hon,es ~nd coaches employed 
by th min the conveyance of the mail on the route, and the quantity of corn 
and 1odd r by them owned nt different stands in the Creek nation: at thetim~ 
of the commencement of the difficulty with the Creek Indians. And the 
depon nt ·aith, during the difficulty with the Creek Indians there were four 
mail con.ch taken and burnt by the Indians, and one mail wagon taken, and 
sev ntceu et of harne s taken and burnt, or destroyed. And deponent ·· 
further aith that, according to his best judgment, the harnesses Jost were 
worth at least, on an average, forty dollars per set; and the mail coaches 
worth one thou and six hundred and fifty dollars in all ; and the mail 
wagon wa worth one ~undred dollars. And deponent further saith, that 
there were lost twenty-eight valuable horses, then in service, which cost at 
]east, on an a~erage, one hundred and fifty dollars per horse, and were 
worth at the time full that sum. And deponent further saith, that there 
were, at the different stands in the Creek nation, beloncring to said company 
of Avery, Saltmarsh, & Co., at the time of the commenc~ment of the difficul­
ty with the Indians, according to'his best judgment, about two thousand bush­
els of corn, and all of which was lost, except about two hundred bushels; and 
that there was destroyed from thirty-five to forty thousand weight of fodder; 
and that the corn was worth at least one dollar and sixty-three cents per 
bushel, and that the fodder cost, at the stands, three dollars per hundred 
weight. And deponent further saith, that there were kept on the line by said 
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c ompany, in readiness for the mail-, si:x:ty-four horses, during the Indian war. 
And depommt further saith, that there was one stable and one corn-crib (in 
which a part of the corn was deposited) burnt by the Indians, which stable 
and crib were used for the teams belonging to the mail line, and were worth 
one huudred dollars; and that the man employed by said company at one 
of the stables, having charge of the mail 'teams, was takeri by the Indians, 
and by them detained about one month, to tlrn damage of said company 
twenty dollars. And deponent further saith, at the time of the attack 
on the mail wagon, on the 16th day of May last, he was present, ( on the 
coach then used in conveying the guard intended for the protection of the 
mail,) imd says, that the mail was heavy, and a part in the mail wagon 
and the other part in the coach ; and that both wagou and coach were, on 
that day, used solely for the purpose of conveying the mail and the guard in 
attendance. 

ALFRED B. WILLIAMS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this Uth day of December, 1836. 
P. M. CALHOUN, J. P. 

I am well acquainted with the road passing through the Creek nation, 
12tnd I am folly aware that corn and fodder cost more on that road than in 
any portion of the State of Alabama; the price stated by Mr. Forbes is pro­
bably as low as it could be procured. I have no knowledge of the value of 
the horses 01· stages lost by him; and can only sn-f, that every description 
·of property commands th.er€ a high price. 

-

__ -, ' /_ WILLIAM R. KING. 
JANUARY 29-, 1837, '/. 

I-laving been instructed by the Post atfice Department to employ a guard 
to accompanf the mail from this place, (Mo_ntgomery, AlabamaJ to Colum­
bus, Georgi~, on the 15th day of Mar last I mstructed Mr. A. T. Kingsbury, 
acrent for the contractors, to ascertam ,vhat persons could be procured to 
p~rform that service. He (Mr.1.tingsbury} accordingly employed fonr men 
to accompany the mail as a gaard; these men were well armed'. To carry 
'this guard, it became necessary to take an extra carriage. The mail left 
Montgomery on the evening of the 15th of May, with the guard and some 
passengers, all i:i,nn~d, i11 two four-horse post r.onches; the who_ le ??uld not 
have been -c:irned m one coa~h, and th.e passengers added add1t10nal se­
'Curity. Tlle next that was heard from the mair was, the attack mad13 by 
'the Indians, and the destruction of the mail ·carriages, &c., _between Tus-
kegee and Columbus, Geor~ia. -

N. BLUE, 
Postmaster of Montgom,ery, Alabama., 

MoNTGOMER v, December 2, 1836. 

:sT ATE OF ALA,BAMA, Montgomery county: 
Before me, Dayid Campbell, a justice of the peace for said county, person­

;ally came Noel Blue, and made oath that the above statement is true. 
N. BLUE. 

Sworn te> and subscribed before me, December 2, 1836. 

2 
D. CAMPBELL, J. P. 
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