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25th CoNGRESS, [ Rep. No. 547. ] Ho. or RErs.
2d Session. .

JOSEPH S. MILLIGAN AND PHILIP D. MERONEY.

———me

Fepruary 7, 1838.
Read, and laid upon the table.
———e—

Mr. WarrrLesey, of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims, made the
following

REPORT:

The Committee of Claims, to which were referred the petitions of
Joseph 8. Milligan and Philip D. Meroney, report :

The petitioners allege that, in the spring of 1832, P. D. Meroney pro-
cured the liberty of opening a trading-house, and also of entertainment,
from the Unika Turnpike Company, who, as they say, had the exclusive
right of trading on said road by previous treaty with the Cherokee In-
dians. They say they made repairs of the buildings, and provided ample
provisions, to accommodate travellers and others. In June, 1832, they say
the United States troops took possession of their buildings, and turned the
family of Meroney out of doors, from which they were forcibly withheld
at the date of the petition, on the 12th day of November, 1835. They
claim the sum of five hundred dollars damages per annum.

Erby Boyd, on behalf of the petitioners, testifies that General Armis-
tead established Camp Armistead in the year 1832, where Mr. Meroney
had a stand ; some of the officers boarded with Meroney. Captain Belton
succeeded General Armistead, and the affiant has been informed, and be-
lieves, he turned Mr. Meroney out of possession. Captain Belton occu-
pied the houses, and Meroney has not been in possession since.

B. M. Russell testifies that he went to the camp in November, 1832, be-
fore which the officers had taken possession of the large house of Mero-
ney, which they then occupied for quarters, and would not permit any
traveller to enter the house until they had breakfasted, dined, and supped,
as the case might be. Mr. Meroney was obliged to take travellers into
his private family room until the officers went to their residing quarters.
They prohibited Meroney from trading in accordance with his license and
the charter of the road. Meroney was removed under the charge of sell-
ing whiskey, but he does not know it was investigated ; but he knows
his whiskey, before that time, was taken and locked up. The officers
were hard to please; and a boy insulted Meroney in his yard. Lieutenant
Mackenzie dispossessed him with a band of soldiers on the 3d of Decem-
ber, 1832, of which he was an eye-witness,

This witness sets up a ground of complaint not adverted to by the peti-
tioners, nor by any other witness ; it is evident, however, from this wit-
Thomas Allen, print.
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