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2 COMMISSION TO ALLOT LANDS TO CERTAIN INDIANS.

The policy of the Governinent in dealing with the Indians is to allot
lands in severalty to them and encourage the building of homes and
agricultural and industrial development. It is believed this policy is
best for the Indians and will conduce to their preservation as well as
civilization. Without legislation there is no authority in the Govern-
ment or its officials to allot lands upon the reservation to the Indians.
The Interior Department as well as the Indian Bureau approve this
measure with the amendments reported, believing that by its passage
not only this result so desirable will be accomplished, but a large area
of territory released and made available for disposition by the Gov-
ernment. Notwithstanding the very liberal provisions made in the bill
for the Indians, there will be a large area for cession to the United
States. In other words, though the bill provides that each head of a
family shall receive 160 acres of farming land and the same amount
for grazing purposes, nearly 2,000,000 acres will be added to the public
domain, if, pursuant to this measure, a treaty with the Indians is
negotiated and ratified.

The bill merely provides for the appointment of a commission, con-
gisting of not more than three persons, to allot lands to the Indians and
obtain by a treaty a cession from them to the Governinent of the resi-
due of the land upon the reservation. If the Indians refuse to take
allotments or to cede any portion of the reservation, then this measure
becomes inoperative. On the other hand, if the Indians receive the
commissioners, accept the allotments in severalty, and join in a treaty
of cession to the Government, then, when the commission reports such
treaty, Congress will determine whether the terms are such as will be
approved. If the treaty fails of ratification the passage of this bill
will have been in vain; if approved the Iudians will be benefited, and
the title (whether inchoate or indefeasible it is not necessary to deter-
mine) held by the Indians will be extinguished, and the lands not oceu-
gied by them will become a portion of the public domain of the United
States.

Mr, Hall, the Assistant Attorney-General, in his report to the Secre-
tary of the Interior, dated October 23, 1893, finds that the Indians are
the owners of the lands within this reservation, because under the act
of Congress of May 5, 1864 (13 Stat., p. 64), it was provided that the
lands within the Uintah Reservation should be ¢ set apart for the per-
manent settlement and exclusive occupation of the Indians.” In order,
therefore, to make available for settlement any portion of these lands
it is necessary to obtain consent of the Indians by treaty or otherwise.
The usual method employed by the Government in similar cases is to
appoint a commission, as provided in this bill. The bill as it passed the
Senate provided for three commissioners. The Secretary of the Interior

. suggests that under some circumstances one commissioner can discharge
the duties as well as three; accordingly an amendment is proposed by
which, if the President deems it advisable, a less number than three may
be appointed.

In view of the fact that a commission is now at work allotting lands
to the Uncompahgre Indians upon a reservation adjoining the Uintah
Rgservatioq, and these commissioners are daily associated with the
Uintah Indians, it is thought that the work contemplated by this bill
can be speedily accomplished and that the amount provided in the
bill as it passed the Senate to cover the expenses of the commission
is excessive. Accordingly your committee recommend an amendment
by which $5,000 is appropriated instead of $25,000,
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