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55TH CONGRESS, | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. {REPORT
2d Session. } No. 1115.

FORT DODGE MILITARY RESERVATION.

APRIL 19, 1898.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union and ordered to be printed.

Mr. ELLIS, from the Committee on the Public Lands, submitted the
following

REPORT.
[To accompany H. R.6087.]

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. 6087) granting to the State of Kansas the abandoned Fort
Dodge Military Reservation in said State as an addition to and for the
use of the State Soldiers’ Home, have carefully considered the same
and respectfully submit the following report:

The bill grants the land to the State of Kansas as an addition to the
State Soldiers’ Home. There are 1,882.93 acres in this reservation.
There are no public buildings on the land. Itis situated in the western
portion of the State and is not suitable for agricultural purposes.

The reservation has been abandoned for some years, and by Execu-
tive order of January 12, 1885, it was turned over to the Interior Depart-
ment for disposal under the act of July 5, 1884. The Interior Depart-
ment has decided that the land can not be disposed of under the act of
August 23, 1894, as it contains less than 5,000 acres. It must be dis-
posed of at public sale, after due advertisement, to the highest bidder
for cash, at not less than the appraised value, as provided for by the
second section of the act of July 5, 1884, unless Congress makes some
other disposition of it.

The State must accept the donation within five years, and whenever
the land shall cease to be used by the State for the purposes designated
the same shall revert to the United States.

The soldiers now in the Home need the use of this land for the pur-
pose of pasturing horses and cattle which they keep for their personal
use, and, in the opinion of your committee, the land mentioned in this
bill should be disposed of in the manner therein provided, and therefore
recommend that the bill (H. R. 6087) do pass without amendment.

Neither the Secretary of the Interior nor the Commissioner of the
General Land Office have any objection to the passage of the bill, as
appears from their letters hereto attached and made a part of this report.
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through section 16, T. 26 S., R. 23 W., and through sections 13, 24, 23, 22, and 21,
T.26 S, R. 24 W,

As the act of December 15, 1880 (supra), opened to homestead entry the lands in
this reservation north of the said railroad, and as the lands south of the northern
boundary line of and lying within the said Indian reserve were disposed of under
the act of May 26, 1880 (supra), there remained a triangular piece of land south of
said railroad and north of the Indian reserve, lying in fractional sections 18, 19, and
30, T. 26 S., R. 23 W., and in fractional sections 13, 24, 23, 22, 21, 25, 26, 27,28, T. 26 S.,
R. 24 W., the disposal of which was not provided for by any special act of Congress,
and which naturally is subject to the provisions of the said act of July 5, 1884,

The said triangular piece of land is the remaining portion of the reservation, the
donation of which to the State of Kansas is proposed by this bill. It contains
1,882.93 acres.

In the year 1889 the local officers at Garden City, Kans., erroneously allowed
eleven homestead entries and one timber-culture entry to be made for these lands.
These entries were, after proper procedure, canceled for illegality because the lands
were not subject to homestead entry.

On April 9, 1892, and October 21, 1893, this office made unfavorable reports to the
Department on H. R. bills Nos. 5683 and 338, respectively, ‘‘For the relief of certain
settlers within what was formerly the Fort Dodge Military Reservation, in Ford
County, Kansas, and to confirm entries of public lands erroneously allowed thereon.”

The persons who made the entries above referred to were named in said Dbills, the
object of which was to confirm their entries. Neither of said bills was passed by
Congress.

Tfe act of August 23, 1894 (28 Stat., 491), opens to settlement, under the condi-
tions therein named, all lands in abandoned military reservations where the area
exceeds 5,000 acres.

While this reservation originally contained 14,661 acres, yet at the date of the
passage of said act of August 23, 1894, it contained only the 1,882.93 acres above
mentioned, and I am of the opinion that this remaining portion of the reservation is
not subject to the provisions of the said act of August 23,1894, but must be disposed
of at public sale, after due advertisement, to the highest bidder, for cash, at not less
ﬂé?f the appraised value, as provided for by the second section of the act of July 5,
1884.

The lands in question were appraised December 21, 1897, at from $1.25 to $2.50 per
acre, tiie total appraised value thereof being $2,740.37. This appraisal has not yet
been approved by the Department.

If Congress sees fit to donate the said remaining portion of this reservation to the
State of Kansas for the purposes indicated this office has no objections to urge.

The bill and letter are herewith returned.

Very respectfully, BINGER HERMANN,
Commissioner,
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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