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556TH CONGRESS, } SENATE. { REPORT
2d Session. No. 611.

DARIUS B. RANDALL.

FEBRUARY 24, 1898.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. SHOUP, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT.

{To accompany S. 2470,]

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill
(8. 2470) to provide for the payment to the heirs of Darius B. Randall,
deceased, for certain improvements relinquished to the United States
for the use of the Nez Percé Indians, have examined the same and
report: )

The bill provides for the payment to the heirs of Darius B. Randall,
deceased, the sum of $3,161 for certain improvements made by him on
the Nez Percé Indian Reservation, in Idaho, and relinquished to the
Nez Percé Indians August 4, 1873, “relying and depending upon such
remuneration or pay for said improvements solely on the action and
decision of the Indian Department at Washington, that shall be made
on full showing hereafter to be made to it by the agent of said tribe.”

The value of these improvements has been estimated at from $1,500
to $3,100, and the Interior Department has repeatedly recommended
that an appropriation of at least $1,500 be made for the settlement of
the claim. In the Forty-fifth Congress a bill similar to the one under
consideration was reported favorably by the Committee on Indian
Affairs in the House of Representatives, appropriating $1,575 in pay-
ment of the claim, and the following report submitted :

The bill appropriates the sum of $3,161 to pay Loyol P. Brown, administrator of
the estate of Darius B. Randall, deceased, for certainimprovements made by deceased
on the Nez Pereé Indian Reservation, and relinquished by him to said tribe of Indians,
such sum to be reimbursed to the United States from, the last of twenty annual
instalhinents to be appropriated in fulfillment of the provisions of the treaty of June
11, 1855, with the Nez Pered tribe of Indians.

It appears from the proof accompanying this bill that Darius B. Randall, by spe-
cial license of D. M. Sclls, then agent of the Nez Percé tribe of Indians in the Terri-
tory of Idaho, and in counformity with the third paragraph of the eighth article of
the treaty of 1863 with said tribe, in the month of Angust, 1870, went upon and made
valuable improvements upon the reservation of said Indians, variously estimated at
from $1,500 to $3,100. Said perniit is hereto attached, marked Exhibit A, and asked
to be taken as part of this report.

On the 4th day of Angust, 1873, the said D. B. Randall, by special request of the
Government of the United States, through the agent, Gen. J. P. C. Shanks, and under
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DARIUS B. RANDALL. 3.

ExHisitT B.

I hereby assign, set over to, and deliver possession to the Nez Percé Indians, through
their agent, all and singular the improvements, privileges, and appurtenances gf and
belonging to all that property known as the ‘“ Twelve Mile House” property, on Sweet-
water Creek, on the Nez Percé Reservation, heretofore held and made by me and
those who preceded in the same, under permits granted by agents of the Nez Percé
Indians, under the eighth article of the treaty of 1863, relying and depending upon
such remuneration or pay for said improvements solely on the action and decision of
the Indian Department at Washington, that shall be made on full showing hereafter
to be made to it by the agent of said tribe. If the said Department shall decide that
under said eighth article of said treaty and the holding possession therennder with-
out payment of rents they shall not be entitled to payment for such improvements,
then this delivery shall be void and no property assigned.

D. B. RANDALL.

Signed this 4th day of Angust, A. D. 1873,

In presence of—
F. W. MONTEITH.

ExHisiT C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, January 6, 1877,

Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to the fact that certain white per-
sons, who have resided upon the Nez Pereé Indian Reservation, in Idaho Territory,
for a number of years, have made valuable iinprovements thereon ; that the commis-
sion appointed last year, with your approval, to visit this reservation and to adjust
the difficulties existing between the settlers and the roving bands of Nez Percé
Indians recommend in their report of the 1st of December last that the Government
should forthwith adjust the claims of these settlers for said improvements and
remove these settlers from the reserve, and thereby make room for the settlement of
such roving Indians as may be willing to come upon the reservation; and as it was
deemed advisable by this office for the best interests of the service, and in accordance
with the treaty stipulations, to have these persons removed from the reservation,
notice was given them accordingly two years ago. In order, however, that no
injustice may be done to these individuals (D. B. Randall and W. A. Caldwell), it is
proposed to pay them a fair valuation for their improvements; and I therefore have
the honor to submit herewith, in duplicate, a draft of a proposed bill for their relief,
providing for the purchase of their improvements, and an appropriation of the sum
of $6,500 therefor (this being the value reported by the agent on the 23d of November,
1874), or so much thereof as may be necessary, such amount to be reimbursed to the
United States from the last of twenty annual installments to be appropriated in ful-
fillment of the provisions of the fifth article of the treaty of June 11, 1855, with the
Nez Percé tribe of Indians, for the employment of one superintendent of farming, ete.

This was the subject of report of Jannary 26, 1875, but as the last Congress failed
to take any decisive action thereon, it is respectfnlly requested that the proposed
bill be transmitted to this Congress at its present session, with a recommendation
for favorable action thereon.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

)
. Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, January 24, 1876,
Sir: I have the honor to state, in response to inquiry as to my knowledge of the
value of the house of Darius B. Randall, deceased, assigned by him to the Nez Percc
Indians in 1873, and the dimensions of the same, that I was well acquainted with the
value of the property; that I bave often lodged at the house; that it was a {rame
Louse, about 46 feet long, 24 feet wide, 2 stories high, with a large addition for a
kitchen; was finished; and cost not less than $2,700 when erected.
Very respectfully,
S. S, Fuyx,
Hon. T. M. GUNTER, SR B
Of Convmittee on Indian Affairs, House of Representatires.
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