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ASYLUM FOR INSANE INDIANS. 3

minous evidence in the case. Dr. Godding in his report {herewith
appended) states that there are now seven insane Indians under hospital
treatment, and that ¢ presumably there may be as many more mild cases
not under asylum care at the different agencies.” His conclusions are
therefore founded upon the proposition that there are only about 14
insane Indians to be cared for, whereas the official report of the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs shows a present roll of fifty-eight insane

Indians.

The following correspondence is hereto appended and made a part of
this report:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, July 28, 1897.

S1r: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the
24th ultimo, and accompanying S. 2042, “A bill for the purchase of lamnd and the con-
struction thereon of an asylum for insane Indians within the jurisdiction of the
United States.” o

In response thereto I transmit herewith copies of two communications from the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated the 2d and 14th instant, and copy of report,
dated the 23d instant, from the superintendent of the Government Hospital for the
Insane in this city.

In view of the statements made by Dr. Godding as to the annual -cost for mainte-
nance of the proposed ipstitution, which greatly exceeds the annual cost of the
insane Indians now cared for by the Government, and the fact that Congress has
made provision for additional accommodations at the Government Hospital for the
Insane in this city, I am of the opinion that the interest of the Indians would not be
best subserved by the construction of an asylum proposed by the bill, and I return
the same without my approval.

Very respectfully, C. N. Buiss,
Secretary.
The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
United States Senate,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, September 14, 1897.

SIr: Referring to the Department letter of July 28 last, in the matter of S.2042,
“A bill for the purchase of land and the construction thereon of an asylum for
insane Indians within the jurisdiction of the United States,” I now have the honor
to transmit herewith, for your further information on the subject, a copy of a letter,
dated the 9th instant, from the Commissioner on Indian Affairs, in which is given
statistics of insane Indians at the several Indian agencies.

Very respectfully,
C. N. Buiss, Secretary.

The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,

United States Senate,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, July 2, 1897.
81r: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt, by Department reference of the 28th
ullimo, for immediate report, of a letter from Hon. R. I. Pettigrew, chairman Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs, United States Senate, dated June 24, 1897, inclosing Senate
bill 2042, 1'ifty-tifth Congress, first session, with request that report be made as to
the practicability and utility of the establishment of an asylum for insane Indians.

Said bill reads as follows:

. ““Abill for the purchase of land and the construction thereon of an asylum for
insane Indians within the jurisdiction of the United States.

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Umited States of
America in Congress assembled, That there shall be constructed, under the control and
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, at or near Canton, in the county of Lin-
coln and State of South Dakota, a building of sufficient capacity to accommodate
the insane members of the various tribes and bands of indians npon the Indian res-
ervations under the jurisdiction of the United States; said building to be fitted and
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honor to inform you that at present there are none insane here, but recently have
had two cases, both of which died from the lack of a proper place in which %o contine
them for treatment. The cases occurring here have had to be treated in the guard-
house, which, as you can readily imagine, is illy constructed and poorly.equlppe'd
for that purpose. Every possible effort was made by me, under instructions from
the Indian Office, to get thesc two unfortunate persons admitted in the Yankton
Insane Asylum, but the authorities of that institution refused, and the patients died
in a short time. . .

While insanity among the Indians is certainly on the increase, I doubt whether it
is quite as common as among whites. . .

Owing to the lack of a suitable place to confine patients of this character, no spe-
cial course of treatment on the reservation can be adopted. In my opinion, nothing
in the Indian service is more urgently needed than an asylum for insane Indians, and
your undertaking to secure such an institution is most praiseworthy.

Very respectfully,
FrED TREON,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
Washington, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Sao and Fox Agency, Toledo, Towa, June 21, 1897.

Drar Sir: Replying to your letter of June 10, 1897, I would respectfully answer
vour questions as follows:

Q. 1. How many insane Indians are there on thereservation under your charge {—
A. There have been three cases of insanity at this agency in the past three years,
only one of which was serious. That case has been relieved by death, and the two
cases that now exist are in mild form.

Q. 2. Is insanity as common among Indians as among whites?—A. We have an
Indian population of about 400. I do not have statistics at hand with which to
make comparison. .

Q. 3. Have you any special course of treatment for mentally diseased Indians?—
A. No. 1In the serious case above referred to I secured the aid of & local physician,
and relieved the most distressing periods by the use of opiates.

If you will pardon the snggestion, I would like to add that in the establishment of
an asylum for insane Indians it seems to me that the rules by which they shall be
received into the asylim should most vigilantly guard against the incarceration of
unfortunate Indians whose friends may attempt to get rid of them for personal reasons
by sending them to the asylum.

Respectfully, )
HoraceE M. REBOK,
United States Indian Agent.
Senator R. T. PETTIGREW,
Chairman Commitiee on Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Crow Agency, Mont., June 22, 1897.

DrAR Sir: Yours of 10th instant came during my absence from the agency. I
reply to your questions as follows:

There 1s only one hopelessly insane Indian on thisreservation at this present tire.
One died last winter. There are others more or less weak-minded, but they dre not
%0 im]sane that they can not be cared for in some way by their relatives or Indian
friends.

I have no means whatever of caring for insane Indians. .

Among Indians generally, especially the wilder tribes—Apaches, Sieux, Chey-
cnnes—I should say insanity is less common than among the whites; among these
Indians—the Crows—I should say it is more common, on account of a deterioration
resnlting from several causes—contact with worst clement of whites, too early mar-
riages of the girls, and almost complete lack of chastity in the women.

I have no special course of treatment for mentally diseased Indians.

In conclusion, I would say I think an asylum for insane Indians is needed. Last
year I had to send to the State insane asylum an adopted Indian—a Mexican—who
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
AcENTs OFFICE, PIMA AGENCY, ARIZ.,
Sacaton, June 23, 1897.

SIR: Respomnsive to your inquiry dated the 10th instant, I respectfully inform you
that I have about 8,000 Indians under this agency; that there is no insanity among
them.
Very respectfully, ) J. RoE YoUNG,

' United States Indian Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
Chairman Committee on Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
STANDING ROCK AGENCY,
Fort Yates, N. Dak., June 23, 1897.

DEeAR Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication of
the 10th instant, requesting information with regard to insane Indians, and in reply
to state that there are no insane Indians on this reservation at the present time to
my knowledge.

There are two Indians belonging to the reservation who are now inmates of the
North Dakota Hospital for the Insane, at Jamestown—one a woman, who is main-
tained there at the expense of her husband, who is a white man, and the other a
man, who is maintained at the institution by the Government, at an expense of $480
per annum.

I do not think insanity among Indians is as common as it is among whites.

We have no special course of treatment for mentally diseased Indians.

I am, very respectfully, yours,

JOHN W. CRAMSIE,
United States Indian Agendt.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,

Chairman Committee on Indian Affairs, United States Senate,
Washington, D. C.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Tongue River Agency, Mont., June 19, 1897.

8ir: In response to your favor of 10th instant, making inquiry as to insane Indians
on this reservation, I have the honor to inform you that no Indian under my charge
is insane.

My belief is that insanity is not so common among Indians as among whites.

I have no idea as to any special course of treatment for Indians menfally diseased.

Very respectfully,
Gro. W, H. SToUCH,
Captain, Third Infantry, Acting United States Indian Agent.

Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
Chairman Commiitee on Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Fort Belknap Agency, Harlem, Mont., June 24, 1897.

SIR: Answering your request for information contained in letter of the 10th instant,
I have to advise you that there are 1,283 Indians under my charge at this agency,
none of whom are insane, and it is my observation that this affliction is much less
common among the Indians than whites.

No cases having come under my observation since my connection with the Indian
serviceé I bave no special course of treatment for mentally deranged Indians to
suggest.

Very respectfully, Luke C. Havys,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
United States Senate, Washington, D. C,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Southern Ute Agency, Ignacio, Colo., June 18, 1897.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge yours of 10th instant, and in reply to inquiries
will say that there are, as per last census, 1,152 Southern Ute Indians, and having
been agent for a trifle less than four years and a resident of this section for twenty
years, will say that an insane or partially demented Ute is unknown either to: ‘ old-
timers” or myself.

Very respectfully, Davip F. Day,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
Washington, D, C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Kiowa Agency, Anadarko, Okla., June 14, 1897,
Str: In reply to letter from your committee room under date of June 10, 1897,
relative to the establishment of an asylum for insane. Indians, I would respectfully
state I bave no insane Indians on this reservation who could be considered as fit
subjects for the insane asylum. Insanity is not & common thing among the Indians,
and my experience has been coextensive with that of most every Indian tribe of the
United States. I have mever had any cause to apply any special course of treat-
ment for mentally diseased Indians. There may be cases of insanity among the
Indians, but the same has never come under my personal observation.
V’ery respectfully,
Frank D. BALDWIN,
Captain, Fifth Infantry, Acting z{gent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
Chairman Committee on Indian Affairs, United States Senate,.
. Washington, D. C.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE
Sac and Fox Agency, Okla.,,june 14, 1897.
Sir: T have the honor to say, in replying to your letter of the 10th instant, that
there is not an insane Indian on this reservation, nor has there been-since I have.
been in control as agent. From my observation I do not think that insanity is com«
mon among Indians. Have no treatment for such cases, because there have been no
subjects to treat.
Very respectfully, EDWARD L. THOMAS,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW, i
Chairman, Washington, D, C,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Fort Peck Agency, Poplar, Mont., June 14, 1897,
DeAR SIR: In reply to your letter of the 10th instant, in answer to questions, I
have the honor to state that there are no insane Indians on this reservation. Insanity
is not common among the Indians that have come under my observation. One case
of insanity has occurred to a returned Carlisle student; she was sent to Deer Lodge,
this State, has recovered, and is now in the House of the Good Shepherd, in St.
Paul, Minn.
Yours, respectfully, etc., H. W. Sproxp,
Captain Eighth Cavalry, U. 8. 4., Acting Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
Washington, D. C.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Mescalero Agency, N. Mex., June 15, 1897.
Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of inquiry in refer:
ence to insane Indians. In reply thereto I will say that I have but one Indian on this
reservation who claims to be insane.
ITll_ltsanity here is not common—one casein455. I do not know the proportion among
whites,
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UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
| Fort Berthold Agency, Elbowoods, N. Dak., June 16, 1897.

DEeAR Sir: Your letter, of the 10th instant at hand, asking information concern-
ing insane Indians on this reservation, and in answer thereto I inclose statement
from our agency physician, which I trust will explain the situation satisfactorily.

Yours, very truly, THOMAS RICHARDS
b

United States Indian Agent.

Hon., R. F. PETTIGREW,
Washington, D. C. -

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Fort Berthold Agency, Elbowoods, N. Dak., June 17, 1897,

S1r: Regarding insaue Indians on this reservation, we now have three,

I do not think insanity, as we commonly consider it, is as common among these
Indians as among the surrounding white people.

The cases we now have are classed under the head of ‘‘idiocy amentia,” and they
were born idiots. Insanity which is developed after birth is certainly not as com-
mon here among these Indians as among whites.

As we have no hospital to keep insane in, we are unable to give any special treat-
ment to this class of cases.

Very respectfully, J. R. FINNEY,
Agency Physician.

Hon. THOS. RICHARDS,

United States Indian Agent, Fort Berthold Agency, N, Dak.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Pine Ridge Agency, June 14, 1897,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt this day of yourinquiry of the 10th
instant, and in reply to say:

There were 6,481 Indians belonging to this reservation at the last census. I have
no knowledge of any insane person among them, nor have I learned of there being
any such for several years, except in the case of one woman who had been mildly
insane for some time, and who was transferred last summer to the Government
Hospital for the Insane at Washington, where she now is.

I do not think insanity nearly so common among these Indians as among whites.

There is no provision here for the treatment of insane Indians. :

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. CrLapp,

Capiain, Sizteenth Infaniry, Acting Indian Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

OSAGE AGENCY, June 14, 1897.

Respectfully returned to the Hon. R. F. Pettigrew, United States Senate, with
answers:

First. None (no insane).

Second. Have never known of an insane Indian.

Third. There is no necessity for such (special course of treatment for insane
Indians) on this reservation.

H. B. FREEMAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel Fifth Infaniry, Acting Agent.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
White Earth Agency, Minn., June 12, 1897.

DEAR Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the 10th
instant, in which you request information relative to insane Indians at this agency.
In reply I submit the following: ’

First. There are 10 insane Indigns at this agency.

Second. They are cared for by their relatives. .

S. Rep. 1—A4%.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Rosebud Agency, S. Dak., June 15, 1897.

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, making inquiry in regard
to insane Indians on this reserve. In reply I would state that there is now but one
insane Indian on this reservation. We have, however, two Indians from thisreserve
now inmates of the Government Asylum for the Insane at Washington, D. C

I do not think that insanity is any more common among Indians than among
whites.

We have no special course of treatment for mentally diseased Indians. When they
become violent we place them in charge of the Indian police until such time as they
can be transferred to an asylum for treatment.

Very respectfully, Cuas. E. McCHESNEY,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
Chairman Committee on Indian Affairs,
United States Senate, Washington, D, C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Omaha and Winnebago Agency, Nebr., June 16, 1897,

Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated June 10. I
give the questions and answers below.

Q. How many insane Indians are there on the reservation under your charge {—A.
At this time there are none. One man is at times insane, but has been well for some
time. He is now away from the reservation.

Q. Is insanity as common among the Indians as among the whites ?—A. It is not.

Q. Have you any special course of treatment for mentally diseased Indians?—A.,
We have no treatment or place of treatment for Indians mentally diseased or other-

wise, and no special course.
‘WM. H. BECK,

Very respectfully,
Captain Tenth Cavalry, Acting Indian Agent.

Hon. R. I'. PETTIGREW,
United States Senate, Washington, D. C.,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Browning, Blackfeet 4gency, Mont., June 15, 1897,

Sir: T have your letter of June 10, 1897, inquiring in regard to insane Indians
upon this reservation. There are none that can be termed insane; we have only two
at this time that can be termed off mentally, and these two go about attending to
their work and caring for their families.

IE' ;lo not consider that insanity is as common among the Indians as among the
whites.

I have been among the Indians of the Northwest for the past forty years, and I
have not seen a half dozen insane Indians in that time, and none violently insane.

I inclose herewith communications from our agency and school physicians upon
this subject.

Very respectfully, GEORGE STEELL,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW, .

Chairman Committee on Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C,

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Blackfeet Agency, Browning, Mont., June 15, 1897.
SIr: In reply to your letter of even date, referring to insanity among Indians, I
have the honor to say that I have been in contact with reservation Indians since
1878, viz, the Yankton, Rosehud, Cheyenne River, and Piue Ridge or Ogalalla Sioux
in South Dakota; the Blackfeet of Montana, the Menominees and Stockbridges of
Wisconsin, and the Carlisle Indian School at Carlisle, Pa. These aggregate a popu-
lation of about 18,000 souls. Insanity is not nearly so common among Indians as

-
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tion. I have known of only one case in this tribe during my connection with it, and

he died a year ot 8o ago.

Very respectfully, J. A, SmrITH,

United States Indian Agent.

Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
La Pointe Agency, Ashland, Wis., June 30, 1897.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the
10th instant, requesting statistics pertaining to insanity among the Indians under
my jurisdiction. .

T have had the Government farmers in charge of the seven reservations of this
agency carefully investigate the matter, and their reports show that there are two
insane persons belonging to the Chippewa band of Indians of Lake Superior and
three harmless idiots.

Of the insane Indians one is at present confined in an asylum near Madison, Wis.

Replying to your second question, I would say that the above statistics tend to
show that insanity is not as common among the Indians as among white people.
There is no special course of treatment in operation at this agency for mentally
deranged Indians.

Respectfully, G. L. ScortT
Captain, Sixth Cavalry, Acting Indian zfgent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
United States Senate Chamber, Washington, D. C.,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Flathead Agency, Mont., June 25, 1897.

Sir: Replying to your communication of the 15th instant, asking the number of
insane Indians upon this reservation, ete., I have to inform you that after careful
inquiry I find that at present there are eight insane persons belonging to the con-
federated tribes of this reservation. Two are at present confined in the State insane
asylum at Warm Springs, Mont. In addition to these cases there are a number of
cases of idiocy (six), and a few of mild form of insanity. I am notfamiliar with the
statistics giving the number of white people per thousand who are insane, but as
there are about 2,000 Indians living upon this reserve, I hazard the statement that
insanity is not as common among Indians as among whites.

No special course of treatment other than the attendance of the agency physician
is possible’here, as we have no hospital or other suitable place wherein to provide
and care for them.

The State courts now refuse to commit insane Indians to the State asylum, and
they are perforce now indifferently cared for by relatives. There has been one
instance here where an insane woman was abandoned by her relatives, and were it
not for the Indian police would have left her to starve or die of exposure.

Common humanity appeals for some provision for these unfortunates, and I sin-
cerely trust that the proposition you mention may meet with favorable consideration
and an asylum established.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully,
Jostrn T. CARTER,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
Senate, Washington, D. C.

UINTAH AND OURAY AGENCY,
White Rocks, Utah, July 8, 1897.

My DeAR SENATOR: Yours of June 10 ultimo duly received. I have the honor
in reply to state that there is but one insane Indian on the reservations under my
charge; he is cared for by his brothers; is a hopeless case, having been in same con-
dition for fifteen years.

Answering from my personal experience, I must say that insanity is not as common
among Indians as among whites. We have no special course of treatment for men-
tally diseased Indians.

2

S. Rep. 567
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