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55TH CONGRESS, } SENATE. { REPORT
2d Session. No. 552.

FORT MEADE, 8. DAK,

FEBRUARY 7, 1898.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted the
. following

REPORT.

[To accompany S.1589,]

The Committee on Military Affairs, having had under consideration
Senate bill No. 1589, beg leave to report the same favorably, with the
recommendation that it do pass.

Fort Meade is the only military post in the State of South Dakota.
It was selected by Gen. Phil. Sheridan, one of the ablest of cavalry
officers, and by him pronounced to be the best strategic point for a
military post in the entire northwestern territory.

He declared the location to be ideal for cavalry, and recommended
to the Government that it be made a permanent post.

Fort Meade is situated at the doorway of the Black Hills of South
Dakota, which are in an isolated part of the State and country and
are entirely without State troops, Its location is in the healthiest part
of the Northwestern States, proof of which is found in the report of the
Government inspector, showing the excellent health of the troops, and
that of the Government veterinary surgeon as to the fine condition of
the horses there, it being remarked that horses brought from the East
.and South to this altitude soon develop greater powers of endurance
and stronger lung power. .

As a basis for military movements this post occupies the best point
in the Dakotas, Nebraska, Wyoming, or Montana, being centrally
located with relation to all the Western Indian reservations, and in case
of Indian hostilities troops from Fort Meade can quickly reach any
point of trouble in any of the five States named. The white population
of the territory surrounded by these Indian reservations is about 30,000,
as against 40,000 Indians on the reservations in question. The North-
western Railway passes through Sturgis, 14 miles from Fort Meade, and
connects with the Burlington and Missouri Railway at Deadwood, 13
miles distant.

Fuel, grain, hay, and provisions and all other military supplies can
be ‘procured cheaper in the vicinity of this post than in most other
parts of the country. The source of water supply to the fort is in the
mountains and beyond the possibility of future contamination. It
is inexhaustible in quantity and of purest quality. In support of
its purity, attention is invited to the official analysis of the analytical
chemist of the Surgeon-General at Washington, Dr. Mew, who concludes
by saying: ¢“It is of exceptional purity, and it is not too much to say
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