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55TH CONGRESS, SENATE. { RErorT
2d Session. } No. 513.

BRANCH OF NATIONAL SOLDIERS’ HOME FOR DISABLED
VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS AT HOT SPRINGS, 8. DAK.

JANUARY 27,41898.—Otdered to be printed.

Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT:

[To accompany S. 366.]

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill
(S. 366) for the establishinent, control, and mnaintenance ot the Northern
Braneh of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers at Hot
Springs, in the State of South Dakota, having had the same under con-
sideration, report it back with a recommendation that it do pass.

In addition to the very full report made in the last Congress, which
your committee adopt as part of their own, a letter of Assistant
Inspector-General Averell, dated January 8, 1898, is made a part of
their report.

S. Rep. 1—23
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(3) That the medicinal water at Hot Springs, 8. Dak., is a curative
agent for ailments most common among ex-soldiers, experience having
demonstrated this to the satisfaction of the officials who have watched
the effect in a stated number of cases there subjected to experimental
treatment.

The bill which is made the subject of this report was referred by
your committee to the War Department and by the War Department
to Gen. W. B, Franklin, president of the Board of Managers of the
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. In response to the
War Department reference, General Franklin reports as follows:

HaRTFORD CONN., dpril 27, 1896.

Sir: I return herewith Senate bill No. 2791, for the erection and maintenance of
the Northern Branch of the Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, at Hot Springs,
S. Dak.

There is no question in my mind that another Branch of the National Home for
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers should be established in the territory between the Mis-
sissippi and the suinmit of the Rocky Mountains, that one now in existence being
constantly overcrowded and unable to meet the requirements.

The location at Hot Springs is an eligible one, and with the appropriation a hospi-
tal could be erected which would relieve the hospitals of the other Branches at once,
and form the nuclecus of a larger branch shonld one be required.

Senate bill No. 2791 is herewith respectfully returned.

Respectfully, yours, W B IRANKLIN
. B. FRANKLIN,

President Board of Managers National Home for Disabled Volunieer Soldiers.

Hon. DANIEL S. LAMONT,
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.

On the 4th of April last, the chairman of the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs (Mr. Pettigrew) addressed a letter to {ieneral Franklin
on the subject of the bill under consideration, and to that letter General
Franklin replied in the following terms:

HARTFORD, CONN., April 7, 1896.

My DEAR SiR: I have received your letter of the 4th instant, on the branch of the
National Home contemplated at Hot Springs. S. Dak.

A similar bill, H. R. 784, Fifty-fourth Congress, had been referred to me some time
ago by the Secretary of War, fromn one of the Congressional military committees.
The following is a copy of my indorsement on the bill, and I ought to say that my
opinion was given as a member of the Board of Managers, merely, and is not neces-
garily the opinion of the Board:

HARTFORD, CONN., February 11, 1596.

Sir: I respectfully acknowledge receipt of H. R. bill 784, Fifty-fourth Congress,
first session, for the establishinent, etc., of a hospital as a sanitarinm branch of the
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, at I{ot Springs, in the State of
South Dakota, referred to me for remark.

I am of opinion that it is desirable that another branch of the National Home be
established in one of the States west of the Mississippi River to supplement that at
Leavenworth, established in 1884, hut now overcrowded, and I know of no objection
to the site proposed. It may be that the use of the hot springs would be au advan-
tage, but I am unable to speak technically of that advantage.

I think the bill would be improved by not specifying the name “hospital,” but by
making it simply a branch of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers at
Hot Springs, as the name of the institution.

The appropriation is not large enough. One hundred and fifty thousand dollars
is the smallest that has been appropriated, in my experience, for the construction of
a branch Home.

The condition as to donation of land and springs to the institution seems correct.
The sec(;nd section of the bill does not, I think, need change. The bill is herewith
returned.

Respectfully, yours, W. B. FRANKLIN,
President Board of Managers National Home
Jor Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.
Hon. DaNIEL 8. LAMONT,
Secretary of War, Washington, D, C,
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1 think it will be well to have the name left blank, or to simply call it the Northern
Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, and I also think the amount
to be appropriated should be $150,000 for the construction of the branch, in the

Borst insmnce.f 1 W. B. FRANKLIN
Respectfu ours, . B.
P T YR President Board of Managers National Home
JSor Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,

Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW, )
Chairman Commitiec on Indian Affairs,
United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

‘We have in these two communications a full indorsement of the bill
for the erection of a Branch Home at Hot Springs by the president of
the Board of Managers of the National Home. He approves of the
location of the proposed Branch Home, and testifies to the necessity for
another institution of that character for the relief of overcrowded
Homes. General Franklin refers particularly to the opportunity here
presented for the erection of a Branch Home with a view to future
enlargement, should the exigencies of the service demand increased
facilities. It appears, from the information obtained by your committee,
that existing Homes are not susceptible of enlargement upon the basis
ot plans adopted and put in force.

Gen. W. W, Averell, assistant inspector-general of the National Home
for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, in a letter to Senator Pettigrew, of
South Dakota, under date of February 13 last, says:

It may be well to mention that all the Branches of the Home this side of the
Rocky Mountains are crowded, and they can not be enlarged for a greater population
without a troublesome and expensive extension of their plants for cooking, heating,
laundry, ‘etc., which are now strained to their full capacity.

General Franklin donbtless had these conditions in view when he
8aid, in his report to the Secretary of War, April 27, 1896:

The location at Hot Springs is an eligible one, and with the appropriation a hos-
pital could be erected which would relieve the hospitals of the other Branches at
once, and form the nucleus of a larger Branch, should one be required.

The demand upon the facilities of these homes of refuge is a grow-
ing one, and will increase rapidly for a number of years. The defenders
of the nation have reached an age when many of them must sunceumb
to physical disability and disease, and those whose declining years are
attended by too frequent poverty must place themselves ander the
bounty of the nation. The importance, therefore, of a Branch Home
that can be readily expanded to adapt itselt to augmented numbers is
apparent, :

Regarding the curative properties of the medicinal waters of the Hot
Bprings your committee desires to speak at length, These springs
were the resort of the Indians long before the white man found his
way Into the jealously guarded realm of the Black Hill’s country, and
were considered by the aborigine as a panacea for all diseases. Their
fame had penetrated the confines of civilization long before the advane-
Ing wave of white settlement had swept back the line of opposition
and driven the Indians from their last rallying point. As soon as the
Anglo-Saxon had possessed himself of this long-contested ground,
business methods began to be applied to the medicinal springs. They
were made available to the publie, their properties ascertained, and
their curative qualities proclaimed.” An extensive hotel was erected,
baths constructed, and conveniences for the sick provided. In1879 the
State of South Dakota located and erected a Soldiers’ Home at Hot
Springs, and it is now a large institution, filled with veterans of the
late war who reside in South Dakota. The waters of the springs have
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been thoroughly tested, and in every instance have been found
efficacious,

Official evidence of important facts in connection with these springs
comes to your committee in the form of a report from Assistant
Inspector-General Averell, who says:

Batu, N. Y., February 7, 1894.

DEAR Sir: I have been requested to present to you my views regarding the advis-
ability of and necessity for the establishment of a sanitarium at Het Springs,
8. Dak. Your committee, I presnme, has my reports of three visits to the State
Home for Disabled Voluntecr Soldiers at that place made in 1891, 1892, and 1893,
which contain my knowledge of the climate and of the healing qualities of the
waters of the Minnekatah or 1ot Springs.

The unusual number of members discharged from the State Home during the year
by reason of their recovery from the disabilities which bad entitled them to its care
and benefits first attracted my attention, and subsequently the results of the
remarkable test made last year, 1893, upon thirty disabled men selected and sent
from the Western Branch of the National Home have induced my belief in the
efficacy of the waters of the Hot Springs for rheumatism, sciatica, spinal irritation,
and nervous prostration.

The test, which is fully described in my report, was severe, but too brief. It was
upon about 30 men, 18 of whom were treated for rhenmatism. Inthe sixty days’ test,
8 of them, or 44 per cent of those who were treated for rheumatism, were practi-
cally cured, the remainder all benefited, excepting 1, and those suffering from
sciatica, spinal irritation, and nervous prostration were improved. I believe the
percentage cured would have been doubled with four to six months’ treatment.
During the year ending June 30, 1893, there were in the Central, Marion, Northwest-
ern, and Western Branches of the National Home an average number sick of 1,590,
of which 853, or 53 per cent, were treated for thenmatism in its varieus forms, acute,
subacute, and chronic (articular and muscular). These Branches are the nearest and
most accessible to the South Dakota lot Springs, and if provision were made for
the treatment of those 853 members afflicted with rheumatisi at the Hot Springs,
and 44 per cent of them were cured, there would ensue a saving to the Government of
the cost of their maintenance in the Homes, viz, $532,875, computed upon the per
capita cost of $140.75, per annuin, and there would be something added to the
prodncing power of the conutry.

In the ten State Homes nearest the Ifot Springs—Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska. Kansas, and Colorado—there were
ou the 30th of June, 1835, 438 memnbers sick, of whom a much larger proportion, nver
400, were treated forrheumatism. Assuming thesame percentage of cures, 44, wonld
result from a treatment at Hot Springs, there would be 176 restored to health, and
there would follow a saving of $100 per capita to the Government per annum, or
$17,600. Thus there might be a total saving effected per annum of $70,000.

If a sanitarium were established at Hot Springs at a cost of $100,000, and one-half
the cases of rheumatism shiould be cnred that might be sent to it for treatment from
the most convenient Soldiers’ Homes, I have no doubt it would pay for itself within
five years after it was ready for oceupation, in saving from cost of maintenance in
Soldiers’ Homes without cure. Witliout a cent of savings in money, the resene from
pain and misery, and the restoration to health of those men for whose welfare the
Government is responsible, would, I believe, fully justify the establishment of the
sanitarinm,

1n this view, it would be an economical undertaking for the public good, which the
public would appreciate and approve.

I am, General, very truly, yours,
‘ WM. W. AvererL, U. S, A,,
Assistant Inspector-General, Natlonal Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.

Gen. Joun C. Brack,
Chairman Subcommittee on Soldiers’ ITomes, etc.

The report in detail upon the test cases at Hot Springs, S. Dak.,
referred to by General Averell, runs as follows:

Cask L.—Andrew J. Arnett, B, Sixth Kaunsas Infantry. Forwarded to South
Dakota July 6,1893. Locomotor ataxia. Returned to Western Branch July 26, No
improvement under treatient.

Case IL.—Nathan J. Axtel, H, Fourteenth Illinois Infantry. Forwarded to South
Dakota July 6, 1893. Muscular rhenmatism, lumbago, nervons prostration, cystitis.
Returned to Western Branch November 9. Rheumatism improved after treatment.
Lumbago cured. Cystitis not benefited. Commenced Keeley treatment April 9,
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South Dakota July 6, 1893, Chronic articular rheumatism, Retnrned to Western
Branch November 9. - Worse than Lefore treatment. Is now in hospital (Western
Branch) under treatment.

Case XX.—Evi T. Nichols, E, First Ohio Light Artillery. Forwarded to South
Dakota July 6, 18)3. Chronic articular rheumatism and lumbago. Returned to
Western Branch November 9.  Practically a well man; gain of 11 pounds in weight.
Now in barracks.

CasE XXI.—~Rozell Randall, K, Forty-ninth Wisconsin Infantry. Forwarded to
South Dakota July 6, 1%93. Nervous prostration. Returned to Western Dranch
November 9. Marked improvewment. Spiual irritation less marked. Now in bar-
racks.

Cask XXII.—Michael Shea, H, Twenty-seventh New Jersey Infantry. Forwarded
to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular rhenumatism. Returned to Western
Branch November 9. Improved in matter of less pain, which was principal reason
forsending him to the Springs. Isnow in hospital (Western Branch) under treatment.

Casy XXIII.—Patrick A. Somers, ¥, Two hundred and thirteenth Pennsylvania
Infantry. Forwarded to South DakotaJuly 6,1833. Chronic articular rthenmatism.
Returned to Western Branch November 9. No better for the treatment. Now in
barracks.

Case XXIV.—Abram Steadman, A, Thirty-first Ohio Infantry. Forwarded to
South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chrouic rheumatism. Returned to Western Branch
November 9. Rheumatism euntirely gone. Cystitis no better. Now in lospital
(Western Branch) for latter.

('ASE XXV.—John Walsh, United States Marine Corps. Forwarded to South
Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic muscular theumatism. Returned to Western Branch
November 9. Some improvement. Legs still painful. Commenced Keeley treat-
ment February 2, 1894.  Now in barracks as well as a man of his age could expect
to be.

CasE XXVI.—Richard Youmans, hospital steward, United States Ariny. IForwarded
to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Neplritis, Inmbago, and rheumatism. Returned
to Western Branch November 9. Rheumatism and lumbago both disappeared.
Nephritis worse. Now in barracks.

Case XXVIL—Fredervick Zeigler, B, First Missouri Light Artillery. Forwarded
to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular theumatism. Returned to Western
Branch November 9. Rhenmatism all gone.

I herewith respectfully submit my final report of the experimental test upon the
details sent here (the ilot Springs of South Dakota) July 7, 1893, from the Western
Branch National Military Home, Kansas, of the curative properties of the waters and
climate of Hot Springs, S. Dak., for certain chronic diseases, the nature and history
of which are fully given in detailed report above.

The number of men sent was 30, and time given for the test, sixty days; age of
youngest patient, 46 years; oldest, 71 years; average age, 52 years.

As will be obgerved, the cases of locomotor ataxia, arthritis deformans, and aber-
ration of the mind, conceded to be incurables, and sent only with the hope that some
alleviation of suffering might bo obtained, as well as others on account of age, poor
constitutions, and complication of disenses, makes this an exceedingly severe test;
and, contrary to expectations, cures have been effected and permanent benelits
sceured.

It is to beregretted that incurable cases, such aslocomotor ataxia and senile decline,
were sent here for two reasons: 1%irst, others could have heen sent in their places
who would have been cured; second, a better average and fuller eredit given for
cures and the treatinent by the waters and the climate of this place.

As will be seen, almost every man was afilicted with rhenmatic or nervous tronbles,
the same being curod in almost every instance. I am satisfied that a careful inspec-
tiou by the medical board on the return of the men will bear me out in saying that
all things considered, age of patients, shattered constitutions of some of them,
varicty and complication of diseases, and the chronic nature of all, that the result
of this test, as shown by detailed report, is in every snbstautial sense highly satis-
factory. A realization of all the claiins put forth by the promoters of this experi-
ment as to the virtnes of the waters and climate of Hot Springs, S. Dak., and the
desirability of this place for the-location of a United States sanitarinm for the
treatment of such chronie diseases as most usually affect the old soldier is fulfilled.

I can not speak too highly of the conrtesy and assistance given me by Gen. Joseph
Knipe, and the excellent conduct of all uien while nnder my care. Col. E. E. Clough,
and the board of managers of the South Dakota Soldiers’ 1lome, Commandant
McGrew and wife, and all the officers of the Home have done all in their power to
aid in sncuring the comfort of the men, and wmany thanks are due them for their
untiring efforts to o so much good.

Very respoctfully, R. D. JENNINGS,
Surgeon in Charge.
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WesTERN BrRaNcH NATIONAL ITOME
FOR DISABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS,
Seplember 9, 1803,

Qrm: I have the honor to transmit herewith my report on the condition before and
after treatment of the patients sent to Hot Spriugs, 8. Dak., to test the efticiency of
the waters for various diseases.

Very respectfully, etc., ) 0. C. McNary,
Assistant and Acting Surgeon.

Gen. W. W, Averery, U. 8. A, )

Assistant Ingpector-General National Iome for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.

To sum up: . .
Of the patients suffering from rhenmatism and Iumbago, cight are practically

cured of that disease; the balance, except one, MeGloin, are improved. McGloin is
worse, (Cases of sciatica improved, cases of cystitis were not benelited, cases of
spinal irritation improved, cascs of nervous prostration improved, cases of diabetes
mellitus improved, case of nephritis worse.

Of the cases of locomotor ataxia one, Arnett, was sent home after two weeks on
account of an aggravated reneswal of the paius, no improvement; and one, Longacre,
died at the Springs September 1, 1893,

The treatmeunt by baths and drinking of the waters was supplemented by inter-
nal and external medication (in all or most cases, I believe), and in some cases by
electricity.

The experiment wonld have been a better and truer test of the efficacy of the
waters had this medication and electricity not been employed. As it is, we can not
judge of the trne virtues of the water. We can only judge of the results of the
treatment employed as they prescnt themselves,

Tho patients themselves, witli two or three excoptions, believe their improvement
would have been more perfect and lasting had they remained longer under the
treatment. This I believe myself.

However, the bonefits received by the patients sent are, in most cases, quite
satisfactory.

Very respectfully submitted.

0. C. McNavry,
Assistant and Acting Surgeon.,

Your committee have been furnished with a copy of the analysis
obtained by the superintendent of the South Dakota Soldiers’ Hlome of
the water of three of the springs in the Hot Springs group, and deem
it of suflicient importance to incorporate within this report.

An analysis by Prof. G. A. Maringer, chemist, Chicago, resulted as
follows: -

MINNEKATITA SPRINGS.

[Constituents, in grains.]

Siliea _.oee..ao... oo ce e e e e et eameee aeeaan e aaann ananne e caes 2.464
Peroxide of Iron. ... oon i i i et i iiiieaee e ... TTaCE,
Caleinm sulphate . oo oot i e e e et 16. 352
Maguesimn sulphate. .o oo o el 4, 320
Sodinm sulphate . o o i i ! ox
Potassiom sulphate ... oo L. 2.620
Sodium chloride and potassa. oo oenoeriioior i i i e 13.790
62. 546

Analysis of two of the prominent springs by Prof. Charles B. Gibson, of Chicugo, Il
MAMMOTH MINERAL WATERS.

[Constituents, in grains, per gallon of 58.329.]

BT RN T L R 23.1000
Inorganic and nonvolatile. ... ... . L o oL ... 71. 0000
Organic and volatile. ..o e 2.1100
Bunlphateofsodinm. ... o e . 2628
Sulphate of potassinm 5. 6272
Sulphate of calcinm. o oo e . 1125

Chloride of caleinm . oo o e e e e . 5887
CLIOTiA0 Of BIMOIGIL - e semmn oo oL Y 0001
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Thloride of magnesinm.....cocieceenoannn emmessatceancecaen samcea ssonne 4.1144
Nitrate of magnesium ... ... oo oion i . 3024
Phosphate of magnesium ... ..co e om i . 0996
Carbonate of Magnesitil. .. co. cennoeeie i iie ie e ieeeeceeee cea e e 3.5057
Jron 8e8QUI-0XIde.ccuus e et e i i aes . 1490
L1 0T R M S . 2710
LT T S 1.5483

LAKOTAH OR INDIAN SPRING MINERAL WATER.

[Constituents, in grains, per gallon of 58.329.]

Total TeSiAUe. cvven e it i i iiitieereieeeicceessaneannn 57. 2100
Inorganic and nonvolatile.... ... .ol .. 49. 1600
Organic and volatile. ... .oou oo e 8. 0500
Sulphate of sodium . ... .o oon e iiiiiiaee.. 8.8241
Sulphate of potassium. .. ... .o ool 3.3312
Sulphate of caleinm ... ..o oo e e 16. 2909
Chloride of caleium.........ocooomaaian. e e ceeceeaceaan 8. 4990
Chloride of ammoninm .. ... . oeit i iiieiiiieaaaaann . 0491
Chloride of MAZNOSIUM «.ne it i i i iieet ceeareaaa 3.1403
Phosphate of calcium ... . L e iiiiiiine i . 3110
Nitrate of magnesium.. ... oo ol . 1507
Carbonate of magnesium. ... .oo. ool 3.0445
Tron sesqUi-0XIde. oo v i i et e e i i ecee e . 2600
N L 63 . 0210
13 1 1. 8300

Commandant Lucas, of the South Dakota Soldiers’ Home, located at
Hot Springs, in a report to Assistant Inspector-General Averell, says:

After a careful observation of the results in the treatment of our sixty-odd veter-
ans for severe and desperate cases of rlieumatism, I am constrained to say that 1
have no longer doubts about the curative properties of the waters. Every case that
has been treated in the Home (not an exception) has resnlted in a perfect cure, or
the patient is approaching it. ‘These results I regard as little less than miraculous,
when the enfeebled and broken-down condition of these men is taken into account.
The waters are equally good and effective in treating cases of indigestion, scrofula,
and all skin or cutaneous diseases.

The Hot Springs of South Dakota are located in the mountainous
western end of the State—a region abounding in delightful scenery
and all the health-giving influences of nature in the rough. No more
charming surroundings can be found at any of the health resorts of the
world. These springs lie within the boundaries of Fall River County,
and about them has accumulated a community of a couple of thousand
people, incorporated as a city of the second class. Its buildings are con-
structed with a generous display of architectural skill and taste. The
city can be reached over two lines of railway. Its altitude is 3,400 feet
above sea level. The atmosphere of that region is dry and bracing.
Lying in a sheltered valley it is protected from winter’s rigors, and it
is altogether a most satisfactory abiding place for invalids or for those
in search of recreation.

In closing this report your committee append a preamble and reso-
Iution adopted by the managers of the Soldicrs’ Homes of Colorado,
Minnesota, and Kansas, in which the Congressional Representatives of
those States are asked to give their support to the bill which is the
subjeet of the favorable action of your committee.

Whereas it is the policy of the National Board of Managers for Disabled Volunteer
Soldiers’ Homes to provide a sanitarium for the treatment of ex-soldiers who are
aflicted with rheumatism and kindred diseases; and

Whereas from the published reports by General Averell and other indisputable
evidence it has been demonstrated by thorough and fair tests that the hot water at
Hot Springs, 8. Dak., cures more than 60 per cent of such cases; and
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Whereas an offort is being made to secure the location wf such a sanitarima at

t Springs, S. Dak.; and .
n({\'hgxz':: we are s:w,isﬁed from information furnished us that no better place has

-et discovered: Therefore, be it o .
be?fl;ngﬁvd,l 'l“:lf:m, we favor the location of a sanitarium at Hot Springs S. Dak., and
urge our Representatives in Congress to support and aid in the passage of such bille
as may be presented for that purpose.

OFFICE BoARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SoLDIERS AND SA1LORS’ HOME OF COLORADO,
Room 4, Capitol Building, Denver, December 5, 1895,

The above preamble and resolution were bronght before the board and, after due
consulerution‘? the secretary wasg anthorized to state on Dehalf of the board that Loth
were unanimously indorsed and that this action ghall form part of the permanent

”fftmff the comuiason: W. P. HARBATTLE, Secretary.

The above preamble and resolutions were adopted at a meeting of the board of
trustees, Minnesota Soldiors’ Home, February 11, 1896.
HEuNRY A. CARTH, President.
J. R. B. BERBERG, Secrctary.

This is to certify that the board of managers of the Kansas State Soldiers’ Home
indorsed the forogoiny resolution on this 5th day of December, 1895.
f the board:
By order of the ! J. H. STEwaART, Secretary.
Col. C. M. CuNNINGHAM, Commandant.

Bartn, N. Y., January 8, 1898.

My DEAR SENATOR: I hear that there is a movement in Congress toward the estab-
lishment of a sanitarinm at Hot Springs, 8. Dak., for the treatinent of disabled volun-
teer soldiers afilicted with rheumatism or other complaints. As I have been inspecting
the South Dakota Soldiers’ Home at that place annually since 1891, I have had
uncommonly good opportunities to note the resnlts of the nse of the water by rheu-
matics. [ have seen there many ameliorations and apparent cures of rhemmatism.

A considerable perceutage of members have heen aunually diseharged from the
Home, at their own request, having been cured and baving become able to work at
manual labor. At my first visit in 1891 I noticed a man painting a dado along the
wall ascending the main stairway. He was working rapidly and skillfully and I
congratulated the eommandant on having so gzood a workman, and he remarked that
the man had been brought into the Home in a blanket only a few weeks before,
helplexs with rhenmatism. This seemed almost incredible, but it invited me to an
investigation from which, after two more inspections, came the conviction that I had
l‘curnc(l enough to justify the recommendation of a careful, professional, and official

8t )

This purpose, and the reasons which supported it, were submitted to General Frank-
lin, president of the Board of Managers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer
Soldiers, and he authorized me to take the action that you may find descrilbed in my
report of 1893, page 194, In this you will find that thirty members of the Westeru
Branch of the National Home were selected from those who were most afflicted with
rhenmatisin, which in several of the cases was complicated with other diseases, and
some were incurahle. All were thoroughly and carefully examined by a surgeon of
the [fome, and the diagnosix of each was recorded before their departure. On their
arrival at Hot Springs the thirty members were again carefully examined by another
competent surgeon, who made a similor record to the one wlich had been made at
the Western Braneh. 'The same examination and record were made on their depar-
ture from Hot Springs and on their return to the Western Branch as was made sixty
days before.

These patients remained under treatment only sixty days.

That so many completo cures and great ameliorations of the disease of rhennatism
shonld be effected in a poriod so brief is at least remarkable, and that when thisdis-
case was com licated with other diseases and it aloue wag eliminated, it is reason-
ably certain that the water is efficaciony for rhenmatisn. '

A desceription of the locality of Hot Springs and the analysis of the water are given
in my annual report of 1891, page 40,

Fhere is a complete set of all iy reports in the library of the Military Committee
of the ”(?l}sﬂ. Rhenmatism is one of the most prevalent diseases in the Soldiers’
“f'“'"“~ T'here is a large percentage of aflicted memmbers who are not incurables and
might be cured and restored to industpy for a while.

There is no question of the necessity for snch a sanitarium.  If several hundreds
who are atilicted with rhenmatism, and not too old to be moved, were sent from the
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IHomes to an adequate sanitarinm at Hot Springs, they would at once make room for
worthy, needy, and eligible soldiers who are pressing for admission, and if the sani-
tarium was full, some of those that were cured might make their way and leave
room to be filled with fresh accessions.

With the hope that this important project will receive the favorable considera-
tion of a generous and patriotic Congress, I am, respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
WM. W. AVERELL, U. S. A.,
Assistant Inspector- General, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,
United States Senate.
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