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55TH CONGRESS, } SENATE. { REPORT
2d Session. No. 419.

CONFIRMING CERTAIN CASH ENTRIES OF PUBLIC LANDS.

JANUARY 10, 1898.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. BERRY, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT.

[To accompany H. R. 4221.]

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. 4221) “An act to confirm certain cash entries of public lands,”
have had the same under consideration, and respectfully recommend
that the bill do pass.

The following report made on this bill by the House Committee on
the Public Lands is adopted as the report of the committee:

[House Report No. 87, Fifty-fifth Congress, second session.]

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4221) to
confirm certain cash entries of public ia,nds, report the same back with the recom-
mendation that it pass.

The act of August 4, 1854, under which the cash entries sought to be confirmed
were made, is as follows:

AN ACT to graduate and reduce the price of the public lands to actual settlers and cultivators.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress asgembled, That all of the public lands of the United States which shall
have been in market for ten years or upwards prior to the time of application to
enter the same under the provisions of this act, and still remaining unsold, shall be
subject to sale at the price of one dollar per acre; and all of the land of the United
States that shall have been in market for fifteen years or npwards, as aforesaid, and
still remaining unsold, shall be subject to sale at seventy-five cents per acre; and all
of the lands of the United States that shall have been in market for twenty years or
upwards, as aforesaid, and still remaining unsold, shall be subject to sale at fifty
cents per acre; and all of the lands of the United States that shall have been in
market for twenty-five years and upwards, as aforesaid, and still remaining unsold,
shall be subject to sale at twenty-five cents per acre; and all lands of the United
States that shall have been in market for thirty years or more, shall be subject to
sale at twelve and a half cents per acre: Provided, This section shall not be so con-
strued as to extend to lands reserved to the United States in acts granting lands to
States for railroad or other internal improvements, or to mineral lands held at over
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. S
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for lands located in Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Florida, Mississippi, and Mis-
s(})luri, States where all business relating to the public lands was suspended during
the war.

About three years since this office began a systematic examination of the sus-
pended entries referred to, with the result that about 4,000 of said entries have been
adjudicated, leaving about 2,000 entries still suspended.

A large percentage of the entries remaining are snspended for the reason that the
proper price per acre was not paid for the land. In these cases the error was with
the local officers, who failed to correctly compute the period for which the land in
each case had been subject to private entry, and sold the land at a price less than
the price to which the land had been reduced under the provisions of the law.

These entries have been of record for a period of about forty years. It isin most
cases impossible to serve notice on the original claimants, and the names of the
present owners are not known. .

In view of the facts stated above, I am of the opinion that the provisions of the
bill in question are just, and the bill meets with my approval.

Very respectfully,
BINGER HERMANN, Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Q
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