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55611 CONGRESS, SENATE. { REPORT
2d Session. } No. 401.

IODATTIE A. PHILLIPS,

DECEMBER 15, 1897.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. WARREN, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the following

REPORT.

[To accompany 8. 2013.]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred Senate bill 2013,
having carefully considered the same, report it back without amend-
ment and recommend that it do pass.

The bill proposes to pay for certain valuable services rendered by
John Phillips in 1866 in rescuing the garrison at Fort Phil Kearny,
and also a full settlement of claims against the Government, amounting
to $5,785 for oxen, mules, and horses taken from said Phillips while
engaged in hauling wood for the Government at Fort Fetterman in
1572, A part of this amount was allowed as an Indian depredation
claim, passed upon by the Secretary of the Interior and reported to
Congress in 1874, and atterwards passed favorably upon by the Court
of Claims, but not paid because of a technicality regarding Mr. Phillips’s
naturalization papers.

The Committee on War Claims of the House of Representatives in
the Fifty-fourth Congress recommended the passage of a bill precisely
similar to this bill, and we copy the following from the House report:

[House Report No. 1913, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.]
* * * In all the annals of heroism in the face of nnusual dangers and difficul-
ties on the American frontier or in the world, there are few that can exceed in gal-
lantry, in heroism, in devotion, in self-sacrifice, and patriotism the ride made by
John Phillips from Fort Phil Kearny, in December, 1866, to Fort Laramie, earrying
dispatches which gave the first intelligence to the outside world of the terrible mas-
sacre near the former post, and which saved the lives of the people garrisoned there—
men, women, and children—by starting reenforcements to their relief. On the 21st
day of December, 1866, Fort Phil Kearny, commanded by Col. Henry B. Carrington,
under the shadow of the Big Horn Mountains, over 200 miles from the nearest tele-
graph line, was the cxtreme outpost in that part of the Northwest. The savage
Sioux, under Red Cloud, had been hovering in the vicinity of the post for some time,
and had been last seen in large numbers on Tongue River, northeast of the fort.

On the 21st of December the Indians made an attack upon the wood train a few
miles north of the fort. A detachwment of troops under the command of Brevet
Lieutenant-Colonel I'etterman, including two otlher officers and 7&men, and a number
of civiliang, made a dash from the fort for the purpose of protecting the wood train.
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est post having troops at disposal, impracticable; that the garrison was so small that
no troops could be sent back for assistance; that only by the utmost care, all troops
being on guard constantly, supported by five pieces of artillery, was the post itself
preserved intact; that ammunition had been reduced to less than 20 rounds per man,
and neither officers nor men believed it possible to venture through the surrounding
Indian forces for help with any hope of success. )

“At this juncture John Phillips, used to frontier life, the wiles of the Indians, and
convinced that utter destruction awaited the command unless relief were promptly
obtained, volunteered his services as dispatch bearer to Fort Laramie, 225 miles dis-
tant, through a hostile country, absolutely without inhabitants or the possibility of
aid or supplies en route. Confidential dispatches were intrusted to his care, with
instructions how to meet emergencies, and during the night after the battle he
started on his dangerous mission. Previous mail parties and another party of expert
border scouts which left later were scalped, and their bodies and the mails were
found on the ground where they were overpowered.

“Phillips, by riding nights and keeping under cover by day, safely reached a
telegraph station 40 miles from Fort Laramie just before the Indians attacked and
burned it, sent his dispatches, pushed on to Fort Laramie, and found that his dis-
patches had been received and troops were preparing to go to the relief of the
endangered garrison.

“His heroism was without the promise of any special reward, but was executed
with rare skill, patriotism, and success. His mission practically rescued the whole
country from Indian outrage and brought to that section immediate relief.

¢TIt is impossible to state more strongly the value of his services, which were never
adequately requited; and affiant knows of no soldier of the Army whose services
more absolutely demand recognition for the sake of his family than do those of the
brave, modest, faithful John Phillips, since deceased, leaving his widow in a desti-
tute condition.

“The heroism of Phillips had a peculiarly tender and noble aspect. Lieut. G. W.
Grummond was among the massacred party, and his widow was the guest of the fam-
ily of the affiant and greatly overwhelmed with sorrow, while several other ladies
with their families were exposed to the threatened attack. Mrs. Grummond several
years later became the wife of the affiant, and her statement of particulars, spe-
cially within her knowledge, is furnished for information of those in authority and
the consideration of Congress.

“HENRY B. CarRrRINGTON, U. S. A”

“STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS, Norfolk County, ss:

‘“Bofore me, a notary public in and for said Norfolk County, personally appeared
Henry B. Carrington, of the United States Army, who, being duly sworn, makes oath
and says that the statements made in the above affidavit are made of his personal

* knowledge and are true.

‘‘In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my hand and seal notarial this 5th day
of June, A. D. 1894.

“[sEAL.] ¢“HENRY S. BRUNTON, Notary Public.”

A copy of the dispatch carried by Phillips follows. The official copy can be seen
on page 3, Senate Iix. Doc. No. 15, Thirty-ninth Congress, second session.

[Copy of telegram to General Cooke, received at office of United States Military Telegraph , War
Department, Washington, D. C., December 26, 1866, 3.15 p. m.]

Forr PHIL KEARNY, DaAK. T., December 21, 1866.
(By courier to Fort Laramie, December 2.)

Do send me reenforcements forthwith. Expedition now with my force is impossi-
ble. Irisk everything but the post and its store. I venture as much as anyone can,
but I have had to-day a fight unexampled in Indian warfare. My loss is 94 killed.
I have recovered 49 bodies, and 35 more are to be brought in in the morning that
have been found. Among the killed are Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Fetterman, Capt.
F. H. Brown, and Lieutenant Grummond.

The Indians engaged were nearly 3,000, being apparently the force reported as on
Tongue River in my dispatches of the 5th of November and subsequent thereto.
This line, so important, can and must be held. It will take four times the force in
the spring to reopen if it be broken up this winter. I heard nothing of my arms
that left Leavenworth September 15; additional cavalry ordered to join have not
reported their arrival; would have saved us much loss to-day ; the Indians lost beyond
all precedent. Ineed prompt reenforcements and repeating arms. I am sure to have,
as before reported, an active winter, and must have men and arms; every officer of
this battalion should join it to-day. I have every teamster on duty and, at best, 119
lelt at the post. I hardly need urge this matter; it speaks for itself. Give me two
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