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55TH CONGRESS, SENATE, { DOCUMENT
2d Session. } No. 76.

FORT MEADE, S. DAK,

JANUARY 20, 1898.—Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. PETTIGREW presented the following:

CERTAIN CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE MATTER OF THE
MAINTENANCE OF FORT MEADE, S. DAK.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, January 12, 1898.

S1r: In compliance with the request contained in your letters of 7th
ultimo and 5th instant, I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of
correspondence relative to the improvement and maintenance of Fort
Meade, S. Dak.

Very respectfully, G. D. MEIKLEJOHN,
Acting Secretary of War.

Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW,

United States Senate,

Forr MEADE, S. DAXK., Febrwary 16, 1897.

Sir: I have the honor to state that it is not thought to be true
economy to spend any money in repairing the most of the buildings at
this post.

The buildings are in such condition that to properly repair them cost
alimost as much as to rebuild them, and even then they would not be
convenient, comfortable, or suitable buildings,

The barrackb are but one story, are small, inconvenient, and uncom-
fortable, have not cellars or sufficient 1~ooms, and are light frame build-
ings, all pine, some of it fat pine, and would burn like kindling wood.

The prevailing winds blow directly down the line of the buildings,
and it is thought that if a fire should start all buildings to the leeward
of the one in which the fire started would be destroyed.

The fuel used is pine, which makes a great deal of soot, and burning
800t from even a chimney burning out, dropping on a resinous shingle
is likely to set fire to adjoining butldmgs

A fire is more likely to occur during extreme cold weather when of
course people keep their stoves going to their full capacity.

It would add to the comfort and efficiency of the troops, and it is
thought would be more economical in the end for the Government to
build between the present barracks, new, two-story barracks of brick



2 DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTII IN THE UNITED STATES.

Latio of increase of producing ability estimated by natural increase
of population—by ratio of increase of aggregate of wealth as shown by
the census of 1880 and 1890, and also calculated by average increase in
wage volume, shows in neither case a greater ratio than an average of
4 per cent per annum,

Thus it is seen that there is a demand at 8 per cent on a debt volume
almost equal to the power of production, and that demand compound-
ing annually, while the producing ability to meet it grows only at a
simple average ratio of £ per cent. As will be seen from the above state-
ment the annual surplus is small, but a short continuance of the pro-
gression of demand would consume it entirely.

The figures here given are from data reported by the Eleventh Cen-
sus, which furnishes the first information in this direction, and, from
the data given, the subject seems to be of sufficient importance to
demand thorough investigation and exact results. The principle and
mathematical result of this compounding demand against a lesser ratio
of increase of producing ability is demonstrated in the accompanying
pamphlet on pages 80-83; the detail and classification of public debts,
pages 103-193.  Some interesting fignres as to the absorption and con-
centration of produced values are cited in the accompanying newspaper
extract, and still further elaborated in the pamphlet in Chapter X VII,
page 63.  Other important facts are illustrated in Chapter XXVIII,
page 113. The debt investigation by the Eleventh Census has opened
a broad field, which must be thoroughly explored before we can advance
from theory to exact knowledge in the domain of finance, and the pro-
posed amendment seems in the direction of taking the first and most
necessary step.

DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH—LANDLORDS GET ONE-HALF THE TOTAL
ANNUAL PRODUCT OF THE COUNTRY—PROF. J. A, COLLINS THROWS
NEW LIGIT ON THE SUBJECT-—SIX AND ONE-HALF BILLION DOL-
LARS GO TO REAL ESTATE OWNERS AND ONE AND ONE-HALF BIL-
LIONS 1T0 INTEREST ON DEBTS EVERY YEAR—STARTLING FIGURES
FROM OLENSUS OF 1390.

[ Written for the Journal.}

That the aggregate wealth of a nation is a proof of its greatness, its
prosperity and progress, is a most vital and {undamental delusion,
although it is universally set ont without fear of contradiction by a
class of political charlatans, whose profession is to fly the eagle and
excife senseless enthusiasm; and a large proportion of people accept
their assertions and boasts as unquestionable truths.

People are oftener misled in judging of conditions and effects of sys-
tems by this false conception than by any other.

The fact is that the aggregate wealth of a nation is no criterion by
which to judge of its prosperity. A vast amount of values centralized
in the hands of a few, or of a class, may exist in a nation and the mass
of its population groan under the most grievous oppression, in the most
abject poverty and slavery, while they wallow in the densest igno-
rance. Russia. Turkey. Persin—all of the great autocracies of history—
are evidences of this fact,

The true prosperity ot a nation or people is best indicated by the
general distribution of wealth. The more general the distribution
the greater the comfort, happiness, and prosperity of the people,
and the greater the degree of liberty enjoyed.









FORT MEADE, 8. DAK. 5

$100,000 for the construction of permanent buildings at Fort Meade
Would discourage an allotment for the purpose stated from moneys
appropriated upon estimates of the War Department which did not
contemplete the Ifort Meade improvements.

No doubt the construction of a more modern and permanent post in
the section of country covered by Forts Robinson, Niobrara, and Meade
must shortly receive cousideration, but it must be understood that it
will involve the expenditure of a large sum of money, to which the
War Department should not commit itself except upon careful deter-
mination of the proper location of the post, its plan, cost, etc., and an
appropriation sufficiently large to warrant the undertakmg

Gro. H. WEEKS,
Quartermaster-General, U. S. A,

[Eleventh indorsement.]

WAR DEPARTMENT, April 8, 1897.
The views of the Quartermaster-General are concurred in.
R. A. ALGER,
Secretary of War.

» #* * #* * * *

[Fourteenth indorsement.)]

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, May 4, 1897.

Respectfully returned to the honorable the Secretary of War, inviting
attention to the following:

The strategic importance of Fort Meade is that it is directly north
of the great Sioux Nation, a large reservation of the Sioux or Dakota
Indians, embracing what was formerly known as the Red Cloud and
Spotted Tail agencies, but now known as the Pine Ridge and Rosebud
agencies.

The importance of this large cavalry station is to protect the settlers
in South Dakota, Wyoming, and Montana in case of an uprising among
the Sioux Indians; and as the post and department commanders have
recommended the repair of the buildings at this post, it should, in my
opinion, be considered one of the permanent military establishments,
and what funds can be spared used in keeping the buildings in order.

NELSON A. MILES,
Major-General Commanding.,

[Fifteenth indorsement.]

WAR DEPARITMENT,
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., May 13, 1897.
Respectfully returned to the honorable the Secretary of War.
Referring to the tenth indorsement hereon, the Secretary of War
has already allotted between $5,000 and $6,000 to keep Fort Meade in
repair during the coming fiscal year. In the opinion of the Quarter-
master-General this is the best policy to pursue with reference to posts
whose permanency is in doubt. Ten years may change the whole
problem in Nebraska and the Dakotas.
As to temporary posts, no more should be constructed; and those
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say that a community supplied with such water is in the possession of
a blessing.” (A copy of said official analysis of this water is hereto
annexed, marked Exhibit A.)

Iv.

The State of South Dakota has within its borders 25 per cent of all
the uncivilized Indians in the United States, there being from 20,000
to 25,000 in South Dakota alone; and these Indians are probably the
least civilized and the most restive and troublesome of the Government’s
wards, and it may be added that their numbers have not diminished
since the battle of Wounded Knee.

V.

The Indian troubles in recent years have shown that the South
Dakota Indians make frequent visits to the Indians in Montana, to
indulge in their dances and have their Indian councils, which generally
precede trouble; that the trail traveled by them in making these peri-
odical visits lies between Fort Meade and the north line of South
Dakota, through a country fairly populated, and the presence of troops
at Fort Meade is very necessary to the exercise of proper surveillance
over these Indians while on the trail, thus preventing depredations and
perhaps more serious trouble.

VL

The isolated settlements of stockmen and their families in western
South Dakota, eastern Wyoming and Montana, and their extensive cat-
tle ranges bordering on the several Indian reservations, make it almost
imperative that there be a permanent military post with abundant
troops in just such a location as we find Fort Meade. The recent
rounding up of 3,000 head of these cattle by the Sioux Indians, who
demanded $1 per head for their ransom, lends strong emphasis to this
statement. Again, troops at this point should be maintained by reason
of the numerous United States mail routes in western South Dakota.

VII.

In conclusion, it may be added that, according to well- known Indian
legends, the red man of the Northwest, and especially the Sioux tribes,
have always regarded, and still regard, the Black Hills with marked
supernatural awe, believing that in some portion of them is the abiding
place of the Great Spirit. The wonderful curative powers of the Hot
Springs in these hills, and the forests, still teeming with deer and other
game, notwithstanding the advent of the hated white man; these, to
the simple Indian mind, are proof of the truth of their belief, that here
dwells their Deity. It was only after a most desperate struggle that
they were compelled to relinquish this ground as a part of their reser-
vation,and they stilllong toregainit. Would it,then, be safe to remove
the protection that Fort Meade affords to the people of these hills?
Certainly it is but natural to suppose that at the first outbreak of
trouble they would attempt to regain what they still regard as their
sacred heritage, perpetrating, if necessary, upon the present inhabi
tants a second Custer massacre.
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