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2 DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL.

District of Columbia ..o..ovameienna-s e el $38, 328. 69
Payment of judgments on account of Sixteenth arect....oo. 145, T47. 33
Payment of award for opening North Capitol strect ..o, 21, 078. 00
Executive Mansion, elevator .. ccoemomnmmnrmmmnn e 1, 000. 00
Army, pay of enlisted meD. ..o oniianmnn e 10, 000. 00
Antietam, battle lines, otc., 86 ..ol oLl Sl 1, 100.00
Ofticer in eharge of public buildings and grounds, Washington, D. ¢.. 1, 228, 90
Naval Establishment, general account of advances.............. ... 255 367.13
Navy, pay, miscellaneons . .ooon i e 40, 000. 00
Dry dock, Brooklyn, N. Y........ P R R PP 100, 000. 00
Bureau of Equipment, Navy, contingent expenses ........._...... ... 3, 000. 00
Interior Department, contingent expenses.................. ... ... 1,157.09
General Land Office, preserving records. ... ... ..o . 1, 000. 00
Elevator, Senate wing of Capitol................o...o. 6, 500, 00
Capitol Grounds, paving 10adWays .........o.oo.ooooooLlLL 14, 000. 00
Capitol and grounds, lighting......oooooeeioni 3,110.15
Geological Survey, audited accounts. ...l 93.75
Indian Territory, surveying lands ...... ... L. 8, 000. 00
Public Lands, audited accounts .......oooovoonnmmiiii 78411
Carlisle Indianschiool ..o oon i i i el 1, 800, 00
Indian Service, audited acconnts. ... ... .ol 7,481, 92
Department of Justice, private secretary to Attorney-General. .. .. ... 2, 400. 00
Department of Justice, miscellaneous expenses .................. ... 1, 300. 00
Alaska, traveling expenses il ... .....oovcoieiii il 357. 50
Special attorneys, payments t0. ... .. ool 25, 800. 00
Indian Territory, additional jodge.. ... ... . .. Lo L 5, 000. 00
Indian Territory, payment to clerk of courtin... ... ...o..... ... ... 947. 00
United States courts, audited accounts ... ... . ... . ... 16, 802. 40
Witnesses, fees of .o ..ot 50, 000. 00
Post-Office Department, audited accounts...... ... ... ... 1,933. 14
Printing, State Department ... ... . ...l 10, 000. 00
Government Printing Office, fire engine, etc................... .. ... 35, 000. 00
Government Printing Office, library ... . ..o oL 2, 500. 00
18 P 32, 256. 15
House of Representatives ... .. ..oooeoiimoie il 19, 887. 60
Executive Otfice, contingent expenses........... ... .co ... 1, 000. 00
Judgments, United States courts. ... . ... .. ... ... 7,789, 81
Judgments, Court ot Claims ... .. ..o 159, 901. 35
Judgments, Indian depredation cases. ... ..o ... ..ol L 13,722.15
Audited claims, section d.... ... ... ...l 317, 453. 97

Total increase ...... ceeesmcentcnnecmenacanaanennesmaenneaoo-. 1,340,799.32

REDUCTION.

Collecting revenue from CuBLOMB . ... .cvier toime teceaeiaccce e 1, 150, 000. 00
Additional employees, Treasnrer’s Office ......occo.oveunaian oL 3,125.70
Recoinage of uncurrent fractional silver coins........................ 100, 000. 00
Suppressing counterfeiting and other crimes............oo.o.o...o oL 5, 000. 00
International exchanges, Smithsonian Institution ... .. ... .. ... 177.21
Force for fire engine at Monnt Pleasant, District of Columbia........ 2, 850. 20
Fuel for public schools, Distriet of Columbia... .. ... ....... 5, 000. 00
Fees of witnesses, District of Columbia.... ... ..o ... ..._.. 1, 000. 00
Stationery and other expenses at pension agencies........ ... ....... 4, 000. 00
Compensation of commissioners, mineral lands in Montana and Tdato. 2, 500. 00
Defense in Indian depredation elaims. ... .. .. ... ... .. ... ... .... 2, 000. 00
Expenses of Congress of the Universal Postal Union.................. 50, 000. 00
Public printing and binding ............ ... i i.eeio... I 175, 000. 00
Printing and binding for Navy Department. .......ovoee oo oo .. 2, 000. 00
Printing and bindiug for Interior Department ... .. ............... 20, 000. 00
Printing and binding for Department of Justice ... .......ooo.ooo.... 3, 000. 00
Miscellanecns items, ete., House of Representatives................... 20, 000. 00
Stationery for Members, House of Representatives........ ........... 250, 00
Materials for folding, House of Representatives. ...........ooooon.... 3, 000. 00
Clerk hire for Members, House of Representatives ..o .o...oceeooooo. .. 140, 518, 80
Pay of Marine Corps, audited claim withdrawn ......._.............. "327.01
Payment to certain employees, House of Representatives ............ . 5, 799.50

Total rednetion. ... ..o e aanns 1,695, 548. 48

Net reduction..ceeeeeesac.. e aen teeonacaome ameemeeem—anenen 354, 749. 16









DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 5

. DEPARTMENT OF TIE INTERIOR,
Washington, April 20, 1897.
Srr: T have the honor to transmit herewith, for the appropriate action of Congress,
a deficiency estimate of $8,000 for surveying the public lands in the Indian Territory
under the direction of the Director of the Geological Survey. The Director states
that the balance of the appropriation of $200,000, act of June 10, 1896, became
exhausted April 15, 1897, and that the appropriation of $100,000, provided in the
Tndian bill for the fiscal year 1898, can only be available for the work of the survey
from and after the approval of the act. The amount herein requested to be appro-
priated is to supply the deficiency in the expenditures for field work in the Indian
Territory between April 15 and the time when the appropriation in the Indian bill,
now being considered by Congress, becomes available.
The estimate of the Director of the Geological Survey is approved.
Respectfully,
C. N. BLiss, Secretary.

The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

FORESTED LANDS.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washkington, June, 1897.

Srr: Of the appropriation made to meet the expenses of an investigation and
report by the National Academy of Sciences on the inanguration of a national for-
estry policy for the forested lands of the United States (sundry civil act, approved
June 11, 1896, 29 Stats., p. 432), there remains an unexpended balance of about
$18,000. I desire to make further investigations for the purpose of securing more
detailed information in relation to some of the reserves, and would like to have
authority given for the use of the unexpended balance for that purpose.

The committee appointed by the National Academy of Sciences has transmitted
its final report. Provision is made in the sundry civil act, approved Juue 4, 1897,
for the survey of forest reserves, but not for such further examination as I wish
made in regard to the inauguration of a national forestry policy.

In order to meet the expenses incidental to such an examination, I submit here-
with draft of an item which I have the honor to recommend may be incorporated
in the deficiency bill now being considered by your committee.

Respectfully,
C. N. BLiss, Secretary.

Hon. WiLLiam B. ALLISON,
Chairman Commitiee on Appropriations, United States Senate.

PAYMENT TO HUGH T. TAGGART.

[Senate Document No. 158, Fifty-fourth Congress, second session.]

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, February 26, 1897.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of Congress,
copy of a commnunication from the Attorney-General, of the 25th instant, requesting
that an appropriation of $25,500 be included in the pending deficiency Dbill for pay-
ment to Hugh T. Taggart for services pertformed under appointment by the Depart-
ment of Justice.

Respectfully, yours, W. E. CurTIs,
Acting Secretary.,
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
Washington, D. C., I'ebruary 25, 1897.
Sir: T have the honor to request that an appropriation of $25,500 be included in
the pending deficiency hill before Congress for the payment to Hugh T. Taggart of
an account for services performed under appointment by this Department.
Respectinlly,
JupsoN HArMON, ditorney-General.
The SECRETARY OF THUE TREASURY, ‘
Washington, D. C.
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of Pennsylvania and Kentucky avennes; another was a condemnation proceeding
instituted against the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company for the acquisition by
the United States for bridge purposes of title to the northern abutment of the
former aqueduct over the Potomac River at Georgetown. In these cases I was given
a similar appointment, and the several appointments in each and all of the cases
recited that my compensation should be determined at the close of my services.

Under date of January 27, 1890, I rendered a bill of $7,500 for services in the suit
in regard to the flats, covering the period from June 2%, 1889, to that date; this
included the whole of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889, and a part of the fiscal
vear ending June 30, 1890; 1 also rendered at this time another bill of $2,000 for
services in the condemnation proceeding against the canal company. These bills
were considered and approved by Mr. Hoge, then district attorney, and by Mr.
Worthington, his predecessor in office. o

In respect of these bills, the Attorney-General wrote the distriet attorney, under
date of February 20, 1890 (H. H. 2697-86), suggesting that a consultation be had
between himself, the district attorney, and myself; in this letter the Attorney-Gen-
eral stated his desire ‘““to fix a satisfactory sum for the annual compensation of Mr.
Tageurt in all cases in which he is employed in attending to the interests of the
Gevernment.”

Viien my attention was called by the district attorney to this letter, I called upon
Mr. Tlodges, the law cleri of the Department, with a view to ascertaining when it
would be convenient for the Attorney-General to receive the district attorney and
myself. Tinding that Mr. Hodges was conversant with the views of the Attorney-
General, the proposed interview with the latter and its object became a matter of
conversation between Mr. Hodges and myself, and it will be sufficient perhaps to
state, without going into details, that after a discussion of the matter the sum of
$6,000 per annum was, with my consent, fixed upon as my annual compensation for
services in all matters which might be referred to me, and I further agreed that this
rate should apply to the pending bills.

The arrangement resulted in a loss to me of $2,000, the amount of the bill in the
condemnation case against the canal company, and of a specific compensation for
some otlier matters which were then unadjusted. I consented to this arrangement,
and to the loss it then entailed, becanse of my own desire that an annual compensa-
tion should be fixed and the necessity thus obviated of rendering specific bills in
earh case.

I was paid $6,000 for services during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889, under
this arrangement, and the further sum of $1,500 for a portion of the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1390. I have since received no compensation under it, except as will be
presently explained.

Under the arrangement a variety of matters have been referred to me and attended
to (in addition, of conrse, to the suit in regard to the flats), among which may be
mentioned:

The econdemnation proceedings for the acquisition of ground in square 231, for an
addition to the Bureaun of Engraving and Printing. This case (No. 349, District court
docket), when I took charge of it on behalf of the Government, after the death of
Mr. Coyle, was pending upon exceptions taken by the Government to what was con-
sidered an excessive award or valuation of the land by the auditor. I was informed
that thie necessity for an immediate acquisition of title by the United States was
urgent, and npon an examination of the testimony in the record, I concluded that
the chances upon a rehearing of lessening the award were slender, especially as
further information indicated that there had been a considerable appreciation in the
value of the land during the pendency of the proceedings. Leave was thereupon
asked of the Attorney-General to withdraw the exceptions, and move the confirma-
tion of the auditor’s report. The permission being granted, this was done. The
proposed action was vigorously resisted by counsel for the owner of the land, who
desired a new inquisition, and the court below, after argument, denied the motion
to conlirm and set aside the award. From this action the Government appealed to
the general term of the court, where the case was again argued and the action of
the court below reversed and the award confirmed.

Examinations of and reports npon the titles to the various tracts of land embraced
within the limits of the Zoological Park, claimed by Heman D. Walbridge, J. Pierce
Klingle, Pacificus Ord, Henry Ifolt, Anna E. 1. Evans, Hayden Caney, Finley and
Dunn, Union Benevolent Association, Waggaman and Ridout, trustees, and J. L.
Kervand, and the preparation of deeds in nearly all of these cases. In a few of them
payments were made into court upon reports made by me showing conflicts of lines
or defects in titles. These lands aggregated in value upward of $170,000. Also
examinations of and reports upon the title to certain property in square 689, pur-
chased from General Butler; to certain other property in the same square, occnpied
by the Coast Survey; to certain property in square 632 (Maltby House), purchased
from Ellen Lane; and certain other property in the same square, purchased from






DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 9

further decree assessed such values, and Congress made an appropriation for their
ayment. To some of the ground there are conflicting claims of ownership, which
are yet unadjusted. . ) '

It only remains to mention one other matter which bears upon the question of my
compensation. In 1891, upon the death of Coyle, I was requested by the then dis-
trict attorney to undertake the performance of certain work in connection with the
criminal business of his office and did so with the understanding that the compen-
sation to be paid me by him from the allowance made him by law for the conduct of
lis office should be credited upon my fixed annual compensation of $6,000.

The present condition of my account with the United States, by fiscal years, is
therefore as follows:

There is due me under my contract with the Attorney-General at the agreed

rate—
For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1890. .. ... . .. .. . ... o..o.... $4, 500
Tor the fiscal years since to June 30, 1896...... ..o i ial. 36,000
For one-half the present fiscal year..ceee ecentvemcariimeniiaaannaaca. 3,000
43, 500

Less thesums paid me for attending to the preparation of indictments
and other criminal business of the district attorney’s office, out of
the sum allowed him by law for the payment of the expenses of his
office, which it was agreed should be thus credited—

¥or one-half the fiscal year ending June 30, 1891 ................ $1, 500
For the fiscal years since to June 30, 1896 ... ... .. ............ 15, 000
For one-half the present fiscal year................_ ... .o .. 1, 500
- 18, 000
Balance......ceeevaccanaaaaa ececaccceecececacataeaae oo naan.anne 25, 500

In conclusion, I beg leave to call attention to the fact that the credit above allowed
is a distinct saving to the Government. If the duties connected with the criminal
business of the district attorney’s office had not been performed by me the amount
would of course have been paid to some other person employed to perform them, and
my compensation at the agreed rate would certainly have been earned in the services
rendered in the flats suit alone. Indeed, the magnitude of this case, the questions
of law involved, its importance to the Government, and the professional labors
entailed in its conduct, would fairly justify a much higher rate of compensation
than $6,000 per anunm, to say nothing of the other matters which have been referred
to ine and attended to, as above stated.

While I feel, under the circumstances, that the arrangement for the fixed annual
compensation of $6,600 has been altogether to the advantage of the Government, and
that the business ought to have realized for me more than the above balance, I under-
stand, of conrse, that my engagement limits me to the sum mentioned.

I have arranged the account in the form of a bill, which isrespectfully transmitted
herewith for your action.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
HugH T. TAGGART.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL,

WasHINGTON, D. C., February 23, 1897.

Sir: I have read the letter of Mr. Taggart to you, dated January 23, 1897, trans-
mitting his bill for professional services rendered to the United States in sundry
matters, and among them the matter of the suit in equity, which the Attorney-
General was directed by Congress to institute for the purpose of establishing the
title of the United States to the area, land, and water included within the limits of
the improvement of the Potomac River and its flats.

I am able to confirm in every particular the corrccetness of the statement made by
Mr. Taggart in his letter. Mr. Hoge informed me when I succeeded him in the
office of district attorney of the agreement which had been entered into between
your predecessor in office and Mr. Taggart, by which Mr. Taggart was to be paid an
annual compensation of $6,000 for his services in the flats suit, and in such other
matters as might be referred to him wherein the interests of the Government were
concerned.

Mr. Hoge further stated to me that the arrangement with Mr. Taggart had proved
to be a most economical one for the Government and had obviated the necessity of
the employment by the Attorney-General of special assistant attorneys in many
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The brief and argument of Mr. Taggart was a complete demonstration of every
point i the case, whether suggested by the Government or the defendants. We
understaud that the balance of Mr. Taggart’s bill, covering the period from 1890 for
pervices in this and other matters, is $25,500. In our judgment, taking into consid-
er tion the fact that property rights and interests of the GGovernment to the extent
of wany millions of dollars were involved, that a vast number of claims, each differ-
ing from the others, the evidence in most instances being ancient and obscure and
most difticnlt to obtain, were litigated, and the time he was engaged also considered,
the faithifulness and ability with which he conducted the case, would entitle Mr.
Taveart to charge and receive as only a moderate compensation twice the above-
named sum for his services in the Potomac Flats case alone. We feel, under the
circumstanees, that Mr. Taggart should be paid without delay, and should not be
compelled to await the resnlt of legal proceedings against the Government in a mat-
ter where the rightfulness and justuess of his claim are so patent. He is not a rich
man, has a large family and needs the money. Mr. Taggart has always been more
noted for zeal in attending to the interests of his clients than eagerness to collect
his fees.

We have the hionor to be, your obedicnt servants,
E. F. BingHAM, C. J.
A. B. HAGNER.
Warter 8. Cox.
A. C. BrapLey.
Cuas. C. CoLE.
L. E. McCouas

1Ton. WILLIAM B. ALLISON,
Chairman Commiltee on dppropriations, United States Senate,

=



	Deficiency appropriation bill.
	Recommended Citation

	1987-149-SR159-3570

