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55T CONGRESS SENATE. REPORT
1st Sesston. ’ } { No. 225.

ELIZABETH S. ROBERTS.

JUNE 29, 1897,—Ordered to be printed.

Mr, MITCHELL, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the
following

REPORT.

[To accompany S. 1087.]

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1087)
to increase the pension of Elizabeth S. Roberts, have examined the
same, and report:

A similar bill was introduced in the Senate during the Fifty-fourth
Congress, passed the Senate, and was reported favorably by the House.
The Senate report was as follows, which your committee adopt, and
recommend the passage of the bill:

Mrs. Roberts is now in her eighty-second year, and has been confined to her room
by paralysis for over four years, and requires the constant service of a nurse. She
has no means beyond her pension of $30 a month, her entire fortune not exceeding
$500. Mrs. Roberts is the widow of Gen. Benjamin 8. Roberts, United States Army,
who served through the Mexican war, coming out with the rank of brevet lieuten-
ant-colonel, having been brevetted for gallantry and bravery in the action with the
enemy at Matamoras. He also served duringthe late civil war, at the close of which
he was brevetted major-general, United States Volunteers, for gallantry and merito-
rions conduct in the battle of Cedar Mountain, Virginia, and in the Dbattle of
Manassas, Va., August 29 and 30, 1862.

During the late war Mrs. Roherts was actively engaged in the work of the Sanitary
Commission, being corresponding secretary of the Central Society in New Haven,
Conn., of which there were eighty branches in different parts of the State. Previous
to the war she spent nearly her entire married life on the frontier with her husband,
having made marches with troops in wagon trains from Fort Leavenworth, Kans.,
to Fort Laramie, Wyo., and from Fort Ringgold, Tex., to Fort Leavenworth, Kans.,
besides other shorter marches. She was exposed to all the vicissitudes and hardships
incident to the fronticr life of that day, and the present condition of her health is in
a large measure due to her hard work and exposure at that time.

The military record of General Roberts is appended, together with a certificate of
Dr. J. Morris Brown, lieutenant-colonel and deputy surgeon-general, United States
Army, showing Mrs. Roberts’s present condition.

Military record of the late Gen. Benjamin S. Roberts, United States Army.

Benjamin 8. Roberts; born in Vermont; appointed from Vermont.

Military history.—-Ca(iet at Military Academy July 1, 1830, to July 1, 1835, when
graduated and promoted in the Army to brevet second lieutenant First Dragoons
July 31, 1835. Served on frontier duty at Fort Des Moines, lowa, 1835-37, Fort
Leavenworth, Kans., 1837-38, and Osage County, 1838. Second lieutenant First
Dragoons May 31, 1836. First lieutenant First Dragoons July 31, 1837. On recruit-
ing service 1838-39. Resigned January 28, 1839; reappointed in United States Army,
with rank of first lieutenant Mounted Rifles, May 27, 1846. Served on recruiting
service 1846, in war with Mexico 1846-47, being engaged in siege of Vera Cruz,
skirmish of Puente del Medio, March 24, 1847 (captain Mounted Rifles February 16,
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