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54TH OoNGRESS, }HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { Docu~N~
1st Session.
No. ~83.

LEGISLATION IN BEHALF OF CERTAIN OHIPPEWA
INDIANS.
I

LETTER
FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
TRANSMITTING

A copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, proposinq
certain legislation in behalf of certain Chippewa Indians.

MARCH

6, 1896.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed.
.

DEP.A.RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Wcishington, March 5, 1896.
SIR: I have the honor to herewith transmit a copy of a letter from
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, proposing certain legislation in
behalf of certain Chippewa Indians, named Na may puck, Ka ka keese,
and Ka kee ka kee sick, permitting them to retain the lands upon which
they have resided for many years, and upon which they have made
improvements, instead of being compelled to remove to the diminished
Red Lake Reservation under the provisions of the act of Congress
approved January 14, 1889 (25 Stat., 642).
Believing, from the statements ·of the Commissioner, that the proposed legislation should be enacted, the same, as set forth in the
inclosed draft of a bill in behalf of the persons named herein, is hereby
respectfully recommended.
Very respectfully'
HOKE SMITH,
Secretary.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DEP AR'.l'MENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN .AFFAIRS,

llTasldngton, March 4, 1896.
SIR: I am in receipt of your letter of January 10, 1896, referring to
office repol't of March 12, 1895 (Land 9, 347), in which you state that
you have considered the matter of allowing certain Chippewa Indians
named Na may puck, Ka ka keese, and Ka kee ka kee sick, residing at
the mouth of War Road River on the Red Lake Reservation, Minn., to
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retain the lands -upon which they have resided- for many years and
upon which they have made improvements instead of being compelled
to remove to the diminished reservation. You further state th.at you
agree with this office that these Indians, who have shown a desire and
ability to make homes for themselves and to ~ecorne ,self-supporti~g·,
should be afforded the relief they ask, and also m the further conclusion
reached by this office that Oongressional action is necessary to accomplish this result. You accordingly direct this office· to prepare a bill to
be submitted to Congress to grant said Indians the land on which they
now reside, and also to furnish such a definite description of the Ia.nd
occupied by them as will enable the Department to reserve and exempt
it from any action that may be taken to open for settlement the agricultural lands on the ceded portion of the reservation.
In compliance with these instructions, I have prepared, and submit
herewith, a bill for the purpose of granting to said Indians the lands on
which they now reside near the mouth of War Road River on the Lake
of the Woods. The land is unsurveyed 1 but is situated in township
163 north, of range 36 west, and about on section 29 thereof.
I respectfully recommend that a copy of the bill and a copy of this
report be sent to each of the branches of Congress with the view to the
passage of the bill by that body, also that a copy of this report be sent
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in. order that he may
reserve and exempt said lands from the provisions of sections 5 and 6
of the act of Congress of January 14, 1889 (25 Stat., 642). .As the
lands are unsurveyed, a more definite description of them can not be
given at this time.
.
For the information of the respective Ilouses of Congress, I submit
the following statement of facts relative to said Indians as shown by
the files of this office:
That said Na may puck, Ka ka keese, and Ka kee ka kee s~ck are
.American born and are known as men who have never ceded any ot
their lands under any treaty, and have never asked for or received aid
in any manner from the United States in the way of annuities; that
they were born upon and have always resided upon the lands which
they now a k the United States to grant them in lieu of allotments to
which they are entitled upon the Diminished Red Lake Reservation;
that said Indians have always borne a good character and have adopted
the dress and manners of whites; _that they have cultivated and im•proved the lands they occupy, have built good houses, accumulated
property, and are making their own living· that the lands they occupy
contain no merchantable timber of any kiud nor minerals, but are wholly
agricultural, and that said Indians and their families are the only
Indians re iding in that neighborhood.
For the further information of the respective Houses of Congress I
have the honor to tate that the Red Lake Indian Reservation, Minn., is
included in the provi ions of the act of Congress of January 14, 1889
(2
tat., 642), entitled "An act for the relief and civilization of the
Chippewa Indians in the State of Minnesota." Under the provisions
of thi a t an agreement was negotiated with the Red Lake band
of hippewa Indian for the ''complete cession and relinquishment
in writing" of all their reservation except that part in and about
the upper and lower Red Lakes, and from tlrnnce westerly t.o the western
boundary of the old reservation at Thief River, a particular description
of which is contained in the agre ment. .All the remainder of the lauds
are to be sold for the benefit of all the Chippewa Indians of the State
of Minnesota; the "pine laud " in accordance with the provisions of
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section 5 of the act, a.nd the "agricultural lands" in ·a cco!dance with
the provisions of section 6 of _the act. As the lands. occupied by these
Indians are claimed to be agricultural lands I deem .:t of importance to
quote that part of the section relating to the sale of this class of lands.
Said section provides as follows:
That when any of the agricultural lands <_>n sai~ reservation not allotted under
this act nor reserved for the future use of said Indians have been surveyed, the Secretary of the Interior shall give thirty d~ys' notice, throu~h at lea.st one newspap~r
published at Saint Paul and Crookston, m the State of Mmnesota, and at the expiration of thirty days the said agricultural lands so surveyed shall be disposed of
by the United States to actual settlers onl;y: under the pro-yisions of t~e. home~te~d
law: Provided, That each settler under and 111 accordance with the prov1s10ns of said
homestead laws shall pay to the United States for the land so taken by him the sum
of one dollar and twenty-five cents for each and every acre, in five equal annual
payments, and shall be entitled to a patent therefor only at the expiration of five
years from the date of entry according to said homestead laws, and after the full
payment of said one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre therefor, and due proof of
occupancy for ..said period of five years, and any conveyance of said lands so taken
as a homestead, or any -contract touching t,he same J>rior to the date of .final entry,
shall be null and void. * * *

Section 3 of the act provides that lands shall be allotted the Red Lake
Indians on the retained portion of the reservation. The Indians
referred to, it is thought, are clearly entitled to remove to and take allotments on the retained portion of the reservation under the provisions
of section 3 of said act; but this is just what they do not want to do,
and so ask to be permitted to remain where they are and be given title
to the land which ·they now occupy in lien of any allotments which
· might be given them on the retained portion of the reservation.
The lands now occupied by these Indians are not subject to allotment
under the provisions of section 4 of the general allotment act, the act
of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat., 388), for on August 26, 1891, the honorable Assistant Attorney-General for the Interior Department rendered an opinion, concurred in on AugU;St 28, 1891, by the Department,
to the effect that public lands to be disposed of at a certain rate per
acre are not subject to allotment under ·the provisions of said act.
Moreover, inasmuch as these Indians were born and reside on the Red
Lake Reservation, and provision has been made for allotments to them
on the retained portion -under Department circular of September 17,
1887, they do not fall within the classes of Indians who may take allotments on the public domain.
As I ·h ave said, these lands are to be sold under the provisions of
sections 5 and 6 of said·act of January 14, 1889, and without the legislation herein asked for the Indians in question will lose their right to
remain upon said lands, and wilJ thereby forfeit the improvements that
they have placed thereon. For these -r easons it is respectfully urged
that the bill submitted herewith be passed by Congress.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. M. BROWNING, Oommissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

A BILL for the relief of certain Indians residing npon the ceded portion of the Red Lake Reservation, Minnesota.
·

. B~ it enacted by the Senate and Hous~ of Representatives of the United States of Arner-

i~a in Oong1·ess assembled, That there 1s hereby exempted from the provisions of sect~ons :fiv~ and six of the act of ,Congress of January fourteenth, eighteen hundred and
e1ghty-nme, chapter twenty-four of the Twenty-fifth Statutes at Large, page six
hundred and forty-two, entitled "An act for the relief and civilization of the Chippewa Indians in the State of Minnesota," and granted unto Na may puck, Ka ka
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keese, Ka kee ka kee sick, Red Lake Indians, in lieu of allotments in severalty to
which they are entitled on the Diminished Red Lake Reservation, the lands now
occupied by them, respectively, on the ceded portion of the Red Lake Reservation,
in Minnesota, near the mouth of War Road River, on the Lake of the Woods, in
township one hundred and sixty-three north, of range thirty-six west, t o the extent
of one hundred and sixty acres each, to conform to the legal survey, and so as to
include their improvements, respectively, or the greater portion t hereof; and as soon
as said lands are surveyed and the survey approved by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, the Secretary of the Interior shall cause pat,ent s to issue to said
Indians, respectively, for the tracts herein granted, in form and of the legal effect
prescribed in section five of an act of Congress approved February eighth, eighteen
hundred and eighty-seven, entitled "An act to provide for the allotment of lands in
severalty to Indians on the various reservations, and to extend the pr otection of the
law11 of the United States and the Territories over the Indians, and for other purposes."

0

