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2 . ELIZA HOUGHTON

committee will not require her to experiment with the Pension Burean
as to the proper construction and eftect of these sections.

Section 4692, above referred to, provides for the pensioning of any
person disabled since March 4, 1861, by reason of disabilities incurred
while a volunteer and rendermc service in engagement with rebels or
Indians, and which disability is consequent upon wounds or injury
received in the line of duty in such temporary service. The section
further provides that such claim must have been prosecuted to a suec-
cessful issue prior to the 4th day of July, 1874. It is clear that had the
soldier left a widow she could have prosecuted the claim and could have
obtained a pension on account of the death of this soldier. The father
was never on the pension roll, and there is no mother to be pensioned.
No one applied for a pension for the infant while it was under 16 years
of age.

Under the holdings of the Department, as neither the child nor the
mother was on the pension roll the child can not now be placed there.
The case is, however, within the spirit of the law and is an exceptional
and meritorious one, and while this committee has frequently declared
against the pensioning of the children of soldiers who were not in this
condition prior to reaching the age of 16 years, it has also as emnphatic-
ally declared that those who were in a helpless condition prior to
reaching that age, and whose father lost his life in the service of his
country, should be aided and assisted by the General Government.

The bill is therefore favorably reported, with the recommendation
that it be amended by striking out the word “fifteen,” in line 12, and
inserting in lieu thereof the word ¢ twelve,” and that when so amended
the bill do pass,
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