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5 TH ONGRE 
1st Session. ' } 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
{ 

REPORT 
No. 501. 

DECISIONS OF THE COURTS REL.A.TING TO WAR CL.A.IMS. 

FEBRUARY 24, 1896.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union and ordered to be printed. • 

Mr. PERKINS, from the Committee on Printing, submitted the following 

REPORT: 
[To accompany H. Res. 127.] 

The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
(H. Res. 75) to provide for the printing of a digest of the laws and 
dechdo11s of the courts relating to war claims, have had the same under 
consi<leratiou aud report a substitute therefor, with the recommendation 
that the same do pass, a11d that the original tesolution be indefiuitrly 
postponed. 

These Jaws are now scattered in the Revised Statutes, through mauy 
volumes of the United States Statutes, and they are often found iu 
appropriation actK. Iu this shape these laws are not readily available 
to Members of Congress who have occasion to examine the same, and 
who, possibly, are not familiar with these laws. 

Your committee are of the opinion that they should be compiled ill 
convenient form for reference. Such a compilation would be of great 
service to the committees of Congress handling war claims, and would 
enable them to do their work more expeditiously and with greater 
security to the Government. 

A compilation such as herein contemplated has been prepared under 
the direction of the Committee on War Claims, and includes the 
decisions of the Executive Departments and. the courts relating to 
war claims, and a statement of the number of claims aUowed and disal
lowed, and other valuable statistics. 

The Public Printer estimates the cost of printing 100 copies of such 
a digest at $1,480. 

Contents of the compilation-laws relating to the following subjects: 
Army and Navy officers, longevity pay of. 
Artificial limbs for soldiers and i;eamen. 
Assignment of claims against the United States. 
A wards of commission on claims in the Department of the West. 
Boards of survey. 
Bounties, equalization of. 
Bowman Act, the. 
British and American Claims Commission. 
Bureau for the relief of freedmen and refugees. 
Captured and al,andoned property. 
Cla~s for qu,artermaste~ stores and commissary supplies of loyal citizens residing 

m loyal States furnished the Army of the United States and commonly known 
as the "Fourth of July claims." 

Claims growing out of the occupation of real estate. 



DECI IO S OF 'l'HE COURTS RELATI G TO WAR CLAIMS. 

Cl, im f, r tore and supplie furnished the Army by loyal citizens residing in States 
d lar d in reb llion. 

Conli 1·atiou a.ct . 
ntra<'t&. 

C tton, ta - on. 
iourt of !aims. 

I r 11 ·t property. 
sertion. 

raft d m u. 
Pr uch spoliation cl, ims. 
Ho e nu<l horse equipments and other property lost or destroyed in the military 

ervi e of tlt mted tates. 
Indian d pr dation claims. 
Int rest n claim . 
Law of war, smnmary of. 
M dical rvice., claims for. 
foster and pay of certain officers and enlisted men of the Army. 
avy laws relating to ve sels of war and steam machinery, and acts for relief of 

c rtain naval ootractors. • 
ur os, female, in Army. 
Oicer1:1 and enli ted men, claims for loss of private property. 
m ra of volunteers, claims of, for three months' pay when mustered out. 

Pardon and amnesty. 
Payment bar. 
Pri oner of war, commutation of rations to. 

riz and prize money. Law of prize. 
ro lamations, schedules of proclamations of Presidents Lincoln and Johnson, re

p ting th tates declared in rebellion. 
( nartcrmast1•r apartment, organization of. 
, ':tfc·guanlB aud safe conducts. 
• ·c>11t and gllicl s, xtra duty pay, etc. 
,'tal fl aud 'I rritories, claims of, for suppression of Indian hostilities. 

amho:ita and other vessels and railroad engines and cars lost or destroyed in the 
milib r,, a rvic f the United States. 

urg OU , coutract, claims of. 
,'ntf< r . 
Th 'fn k r t. 
\'olunt r , claim conne ted with collecting, drilling, and organizing of. 
War claim of tate -war of 1861-1865, for raising troops. 

r with ! xico. 
War f 12. 

ar of ho evolution. 
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