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54TH CONGRESS, }

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

1st Session.

REPORT
{ No. 478.

TOWN SITES IN OKLAHOMA.

FEBRUARY 21, 1896.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union and ordered to be printed.

Mr. LACEY, from the Committee ou the Public Lands, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 1191.]

This bill was submitted to the Secretary of the Interior, and thereupon the Secretary submitted the following report and a substitute bill
to the committee.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, FtJbrua1·y 13, 1896.
Srn: I have the honor to hand you herewith a report from the Commissioner of
the General Land Office, dated tho 11th instant, on H. R. 1191, "To reaffirm an act of
the Oklahoma legislature, approved February 27, 1895, and for other purposes."
The Commissioner is of the opinion, for the reasons in his report, that the bill (a
copy of which he herewith transmits) should be substituted in lieu of H. R. 1191.
I concur in the Commissioner's recommendation.
·
Very respectfully,
HOKE SMITH, Secretary.
Hon. JOHN F. LACEY,
Chairman Committee on the Public Lands, House of Representatives.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., February 11, 1896.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt, for report in duplicate and return of
papers, of House bill No. 1191, entitled "A bill to ratify an act of the Oklahoma legislature, approved February twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, and
for other purposes."
The purpose of the bill is to provide for the disposal of reservations in town site
commuted under section 22, act of May 2, 1890 (26 Stat. L., 81), where such town site
has been "vacated" in accordance with the laws of the Territory of Oklahoma.
While the object intended by the bill is one for which some provision should Le
made, the measure proposed does not meet with the approval of this office in its
present form.
I, therefore, have the honor to recommend the substitution of a bill of the form
herewith inclosed, in Heu of House bill No. 1191.
As the act of th e Oklahoma legislature, approved February 27, 1895, which the bill,
No. 1191, proposes to ratify, contravenes no law of the United States and needs no
ratification, that feature has been omitted from the form of bill submitted.
The papers are returned.
Very respectfully,
S. W. LAMOREUX, Comrnissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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8 13 TITUTE FOR TIIE BILL,

A BILL to provid for tho djsposal of public re rvatfons in vacated town sites or additions to town
site in th T rritory of Oklahoma.
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