University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons

American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899

2-26-1896

Elizabeth W. Sutherland.

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset

b Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
H.R. Rep. No. 524, 54th Cong., 1st Sess. (1896)

This House Report is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.


https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F6623&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/894?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.ou.edu%2Findianserialset%2F6623&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu




2 ELIZABETH W. SUTHERLAND.

Was selected to act as medical purveyor for the armies then concentrated near that
center of military operations. .

subsequently, at Columbus, Ky., fitted out large warehouses for the storing and
distribution of medical supplies for 200,000 men, the estimated strength of the army
under General Halleck. o

At Memphis, Tenn., established and organized a second large depot for distributing
supplies.

KE the same place fitted out nine general hospitals, capable of containing 3,000
ﬁatients, for the accommodation of the sick and wounded serving on the Mississippi

iver.

Assisted in equipping a floating hospital capable of holding over 800 beds for the
use of the army under General Grant, stationed at Millikens Bend, near Vicksburg.
Was attached to the headquarters of General Grant and selected as assistant medi-
¢al director and also as inspector of camps and transports of the Army of the Ten-
nessoee, auyd continued on that duty until the surrender of Viekshurg, July, 1863.

Was engaged in the battles of Jackson and Champion 1lill, and assisted in
locating t.ﬁe ticld hospitals.

During siege, actively cngaged in examining camps, transferring wounded to
transports for Northern hospitals, and also in keeping departments supplied with
medicines and stores. General Grant in the tirst volume of his personal memoirs,
alluding to his campaign against Vicksburg in the winter of 1862 and 1863, writes
that it was one of great hardship to all engaged in it:

“Troops conld searcely find dry gronnd on which to pitch tents.  Malarial fevers
broke out among the men,  Measies aud smallpox also attacked them. ‘The hospital
arrangements and medical attendance were so perfect, however, that the loss of life
was much less than might have been expected.”

After surrender of Vicksburg, appointed medical director of the Departiment of
Virginia and North Carolina, under the commmand of General Foster, at I'ort Monroe,
Va. In this department, besides troops in the field, had supervision of five large
general Lospitals.

Owing to chal.ge of commanders a new staff was created; transferred to Annapolis,
Md,, and appointed medical director of hospitals and parole camp located in and
near that city.

Member of retiring board at Wilmington, Del.

When General Grant moved with the Army of the Potomac, in the spring of 1864,
was specially detailed by the Sceretary of War to act as medical purveyor to supply
that command, as well as the hospitals located in the city of Washington. There
were twenty general hospitals, capable of holding over 30,000 patients. The Army
of the Potomac was comiposed of at least 150,000 men. The supplying of theso large
establishments and the army in the field was faithfully maintained for over a year
and until the close of the war. Spacious buildings in the city were kept filled with
medical supplies of every description ready for immediate use, and a large force
employed for {)rompt distribution of the same. Disbursed when on this duty over
$A:I,.IK)€I,OOO without loss to the Government and to the satisfaction of the accounting
officers.

For these services when surgeon and major, without solicitation on his part, and
on the recommendation of General Grant, then Commanding General of the Atmy,
a8 well as of Surgeon-tieneral Barnes, was appointed, by President Jolhnson, assist-
ant medical purveyor, with the rauk of licutenant-colonel, to fill an original
vacaney.  Four other medical officers were similarly appointed, the present St rgeon-
General being one of the number.  This office was held until June, 1,76, when it was
vacated by receiving the appointment of surgeon, with the rank of colonel.

Member of retiring board eonvened in consequence of a reduction of the Army.

Served as medical director of the division of the Pacific at San Franciseo, Cal.,
for five years.

President of a board of medical officers selected from the Army, Navy, and staff
Marine Serviee, by direction of President Arthur, to designate a proper site for a
quarantine station at San Francisco, Cal.

Anact of Congress, gession 1884, directed that all medical officers of the Army
should take place in their several grades on the Aty Register according to date of
commission.  This prevented any application for the position of Assistant Surgeon-
General, to which the senior surgeon was, under the nsual enstom, entitled, and
which was vacant at that time. If Dr. Sntherland had received the appointment
and not promotion (being already a colonel) in accordance with this law he would
have heen transterred from the head of the list of colonels and lowered in Tank four
files, and instead of beinw the ranking colonel would be occupying an anomalous and
degrading place at the foot.  This law destroyed the value of the office of Assistant
Burgeon-General a8 a promotion or as a stepping place to the higher grade of Sur-
geon-General, and hestowed only a title to any who should receive it, with no priv-
ileges or importance attached thereto., The vacancy was subsequently filled by
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promoting the senior lieutenant colonel of the corps, and the War Department, rec-

ognizing the provisions of the law, placed the office at the foot of the list, where it
elonged.

Served as medical director of the division of the Atlantic. .

Was brevetted twice during the rebellion—lieutenant-colonel for services in the
campaign and siege of Vicksburg, and colonel for diligent discharge of duties in
the war.

Was appointed Surgeon-Gencral, with rank of brigadier-general, in 1890 (being
then the ranking officer of his corps); served in that capacity until his retirement
for age.

[Extract from indorsemcent by General Grant, when Commanding Generdtof the Army, to President
Johnson, January 7, 1866, recommending Surgeon Sutherland for the appointment of assistant
medical purveyor, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, for services rendered during the war.]

As to Dr. Sutherland, I know of my own knowledge that he has performed satis-
factorily about the most important and responsible duties in the field and out of it
that it has been possible for any officer of his corps to render during the rebellion.

U. 8. GRANT, General.

[Extract of letter from Surg. Gen.J.XK. Barnes, U.S. A.,to Senator E. Cowen, of Pennsylvania.]
WASHINGTON, D. C., January, 1866.
* * *

* * * *
During the war Colonel Sutherland disbursed millions of money; was medical
purveyor in the field to the great Army of the Southwest, and subsequently had
charge of the great depot of the Army of the Potomac.
His qualilications are eminent, and his character, both public and private, unim-
peachable.
He has served as surgeon, inspector, purveyor, and medical director. His duties
have been of the most extensive character, as well as of vast responsibility.
» » L * * * *

J. K. BARNES, Surgeon-General, U. 8. A.

[Letter of Surg. Madison Mills, afterwards medical inspector-general, United States Army, on file in
Surgeon-General’s Office.]

St. Louis, Mo., March 8, 1886.

Surg. Charles Sutherland was my principal assistant during the entire campaign—
Vicksburg—and was constantly under fire in the discharge of his duties in the field,
superintending the removal of the wounded as fast as they fell. I beg leave to rec-
ommend him for a brevet of lientenant-colonel, to date from the 16th May, 1863, the
battle of Champion Hill, when he was eight hours under fire in the diseharge of his
duties. I would also recommend him for the brevet of colonel, to date the 4th of
July, 1863, the surrender of Vicksburg.

MapisoN MiLLs,
Surgeon, U. 8. A., Medical Director, Army of the Tennessee.

SURGEON-GENERAL UNITED STATES ARMY,
Washington, D, C.

[From General Sherman.)

- ST, Louis, Mo., June 27, 1586..

DEAR SUTHERLAND: I have received your letter of the 23d instant, and assure you
of my hearty sympathy in your claim to the vacancy soon to occur in the office of
Surgeon-General by reason of the retirement of my good old friend Dr. Murray.

Of your services at Vicksburg, I can recall that we were attended by surgeons of
great skill and administrative ability. of which you were one, and now I hesitate to
attempt any discrimination, * * *

I trast this important fuet will be understood, that you are the first on the list of
army surgeons, with the expcrience of a lifotime, in sound physical health, and in
every way qualified for the oftice to be filled.

Wishing you success, I am, sincerely, your friend,
W. T. SHERMAN,
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