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63p CONGRESS,} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. {Ex. Doc.
3d Session. No. 252.

COST OF SURVEYING THE LANDS OF THE FIVE CIVILIZED
TRIBES.

LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

TRANSMITTING,

Pursuant to House resolution dated the 21st instant, information relative
to the cost of surveying the lands of the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians
in the Indian Territory.

JANUARY 25, 1895.—Referred to the Commitgee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, January 24, 1895,

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the following
resolution of the House of Representatives, dated 21st instant, relative
to the cost of survey of the lands of the Five Civilized Tribes in the
Indian Territory:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested {0 communicate to the
House an estimate of the amount of money it will require to survey the lands of the
Cherokee Indians, the Choctaw Indians, the Creek Indians, and the Seminole Indians,
and to reestablish the section corners of the lands of the Chickasaw Indians, all in
the Indian Territory, and that a separate estimate be made for the survey of the
lands of each tribe.

In response thereto I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of
a report of this date from the Commissioner of the General Land Office,
containing the desired information.

Very respectfully,
Hoxe SMmiTH, Secretary.

The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENKRAL LAND OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., January 24, 1895.
81Rr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from
the Department, January 22, 1895, for early report of House resolution
dated January 21, 1895, as follows:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior he requested to communicate to the
House an estimate of the amount of money it will require to survey the lands of the
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contract book in this office, the total cost of the surveys was $268,301.87
for ficld and office work, no examination in the field having been made.

The resolution calls for an estimate of the cost of reestablishing the
section corners upon the Chickasaw lands, but does not seem to con-
template the restoration of all the lines of the previous survey, which
would include the lines subdividing the sections into 160-acre tracts,
and vastly increase the expense.

A proper resurvey of the Chickasaw lands in accordance with the
public land system of surveys would involve the reestablishment of all
the standard, township, and section lines, and the meandering of the
streams, and assuming that it is the intent of the resolution to call for
an estimate for such a resurvey, I submit the estimate given below,
adopting the method of computation employed in making the esti-
mates of cost of survey of the lands of the other tribes.

Assuming that one-fifth of the area will be surveyable at the inter-
mediate rates and four-fifths at the minimum rates now allowed by
law, I estimate the cost of a resurvey of the Chickasaw lands as fol-
lows:

For survey in the field ... . ..o i el $88, 926
For oftice Work. . e eeaeans 23, 255
For examination in the field. .. ... . it el 8, 892

T g 121,073

The foregoing estimates for work in the field are based upon the esti-
mated cost of survey per acre at the minimum and intermediate rates
now provided by law for the survey of the public lands.

The estimates for office work are at therate of 5 mills per acre, that
being the rate usually adopted in this office in preparing estimates of
cost of such work, and the estimates arc intended to include the prep-
aration of the official plats in triplicate and transcripts of the field notes
in duplicate.

The estimates for examination in the field are at the rate of 10 per
cent of the cost of the field work, that being the lowest rate consistent
with a thorough test of the character of the work performed by the sur-
veyors.

In regard to the foregoing estimates I would state that as the extent
to which it would be necessary to meander streamns (under the rule
requiring all streams of three.chainsright-angled width to be ineandered)
is not known, the cost of meandering was not taken into consideration.
The meandering of streams would necessarily increase the aggregate of
the above estimates; but possibly this cost would be more than offset
by an overestimate of the areas assumed to require the intermediate
rates for survey. On the other Liand, it may be that the area requir-
ing intermediate rates is underestimated.

The House resolution is herewith retumed.

Very respectfully,
S. W. LAMOREUX,
Commissioner.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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