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2 GRAY’S BATTALION OF ARKANSAS VOLUNTEERS.

very small, as most of the survivors and widows are already pensioned
under former rulings of the Department:

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UNITED STATES,
Washington, D. C., August 1, 1894.

DEAR SIR: I was some months since informed by you that under Gen. Black’s
construction of the act of Congress of January 29, 1889, providing for pensioning
soldiers of the Mexican war, some of the members of Lieut. Col. Gray’s battalion of
Arkansas Volunteers, 1846 and 1847, were on the pension list, but that under your
construction of the act these soldiers are not within its provisions.

I have an amendment to offer to H. R. 7414, now pending, to include these soldiers
and their widows.

Will you kindly furnish me (if it can be done) by Friday, 3 p. m., a statement show-
ing number of these men now on pension roll and number of rejected applications
0a file,

Very respectfully,
RoBERT NEILL. -

Hon. WILLIAM LOCHREN,

Commissioner of Pensions,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF PENSIONS,
Washkington, D. C., August 2, 1894.

Sir: In compliance with the request contained in your communication of yester-
day, I have the honor to advise you that I have caused a careful examination of the
Mexican war pension records (act of January 29, 1887) to be made, and it appears
that 58 claims have been filed under this act by soldiers who alleged service in
Gray’s Battalion, Arkansas Volunteers, Of this number, 52 claims have been
admitted and 6 rejected. Twenty-five claims have been filed by the widows of such
soldiers and of this number 10 have been admitted, 18 rejected, and there are 2
claims now pending.

RECAPITULATION.
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Very respectfully,

‘WM. LOCHREN,
Commuissioner.

Hon. RoBrrT NEILL,
House of Representatives.
There is a precedent for the proposed legislation in the act of Con-
gress granting pensions to Powell’s Battalion of Missouri Volunteers
(Mexican war), approved March 3, 1891,
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