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Mr. WirrTLESEY, from the: Committee of Claims, to ‘whkch had been re-.
ferred the bill from the Senate, (No..20,) for the payment of horsesand
arms lost in the military service of the United States agninst the Sac and
Fox Indians, on the frontiers of Illinois and the Michigan Territory,
made the following S | oot T
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The Comhmitiee of Claims, to whom. was referred a bill from the Senate
o8 nayment of horses and arms lost in the military service of the -
Unit

States against the Sac and Fox Indians, .on?ﬂzefrontiers aof
Minois and the Michigan Territory, report: ' o
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resolution offered by the honorable Mr. Duncan, and éngaged the attention
of the committee at an early period of the session, . Business immediately
pressing on the time of. the committee prevented a report, until the . bill
wat reported in the Senate; and the committee then deferred any further. .
action on the resolution until the bill in the -Senate -should be disposed of.
By comparing the' provisions of the bill with the acts of 9th of April, 1816,
and 8d of March, 1817, it will be seen they are extended, as to the loss of .
horsgs, in this, to wit, that the owner is to be paid for his horse, if the loss,
is %iu consequence of forced marches, swimming rivers, or in any other
manﬁﬁh;‘necessarily connected with, and in{ffinsequence of said servive.”’;
The liwd referred 10 have been thé¥rule of action by the Commissioner.of
Claims, by the Third Auditor, or by Congress, from the period of their enact-
ment to the present time, in all ¢ases of loss during the late war. The com- "~
mittee do,not see any necessity for enlarging the principles of those acts, so
as tp embrace other cases not therein enumerated. If the’ accoun_fing offi-
cers should ‘construe'these words, “or in any other,manner necessarily
connected with, and in consequence of said services,” to embrace other logs..’
es than those specified, there is no necessity of any specification, for all loss-
es would be embraéed by this genéral clause. If it is not intended to en-
large,ghq cabes, they should be stricken out as unnecessary, and as tenéirfg ‘
to gendger sirife between claimants ahd' the accounting officers. . Logses by
swirpnﬁﬁg‘js an entire.new provision not embraced in the laws ,,menti’oriéd,
nor in the ot for the reliéf of thosé engaged in campaign against thé' Semi.’
nole Indi_an)s%passed May- 4th, /1822; nor in the act amendatory thereto, .
pasged, May, 6,,1824. . So far fmm‘extending the provisions of the act of
1816 and' 1817, by the  acts of 1822 and 1824, the latter acts are more re-

Phiet the same subject was referred to the corx;mittee by‘ithe House, on é, s
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stricted than the former. The committee are admonished by this eircum-
stance, that the House would not agsent to an enlargement of the acts of 1816
and 1817. R :

Thé edmmittee do not see the necessity of limiting the compensation to.
lossesm.?ined in the expedition against the Sac and Fox Indians, when i
is knowll" other Indians were engaged, and they believe the designatien.
would embarrass the claimants in settling for their losses.

The committee recommend that the bill be amended as follows:

In the 4th line strike out ¢¢Sac and Fox;” in the 13th lire, commepn-
cing at the word or, after battle, strike out the residue of the line, the 14th
line, and, the 15th line, to the word service, inclysive. Amend the title of
the bill by striking out ¢ Sac and Fox.” N
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