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southern line of the State of Tennessee, according to the report of John
Thomson, made in 1833, and has caused to be transmitted to the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office, accompanying the reports of Mr.
Thomson, a plat made out by him of the line run agreeably to his last re-
ort. Whether the said line, as run by Thomson, has been recognised by
the two States as the true boundary between them, is unknown to the com-
mittee. Enough appears from these documents to render it more than
probable that the line run by Gen. Winchester is not the true line as de-
signated in the treaty of 1818 ; and if the surveys and sales of the Chicka-
saw country, under the treaty of 1832, are made to the line run by Win-
chester, that the United States will probably lose over two hundred
thousand acres of land. 'The language of the second article of the treaty of
1818 is too explicit to admit a doubt that the thirty-fifth degree of north
latitude was the line intended by the parties to the treaty ; and if, in the ex-
ecution of the treaty, the line has been improperly run, whether for or
against the interest of the United States, no reason is perceived by the
committee why it should not be corrected. In'addition to the justice and
propriety of correcting the error, if any exists, in the running of the south
boundary line of the State of Tennessee, as between the United States and
the Chickasaw Indians, an equal, if not a superior obligation exists on the
part of the United States to have the line corrected, to enable the United
States to comply with their coutract with the State of North Carolina.

The State of Tennessee formerly constituted a part of the State of
North Carolina, and was ceded to the United States by the act of North
Carolina, of the 2d of April, 1790, upon certain conditions specified in said
aﬁt, and which were accepted by the United States upon the terms specified
therein.

The second condition specified in the act of cession recites that the
Gencral Assembly of North Carolina had laid off certain tracts of land in
the State of Tennessee, to satisfy the claims of the officers and soldiers of
the revolutionary war, and provides as follows : ¢¢ And if the bounds of the
land already prescribed for the officers and soldiers of the continental line
of this State shall not contain a sufficient quantity of land fit for cultivation,
to make good the several provisions intended by law, that such officer or
soldier, or his assignee, who shall fall short of his allotment or portion,
after all the lands within the said bounds, fit for cultivation, are appropri-
ated, be permitted to take his quota, or such part thereof as may be de-
ficient, in any other part of said territory intended to be ceded by virtue of
this act, not already appropriated.”

Prior to the year 1806, some difliculty existed between the United States
and the State of Tennessee, which need not now be particularly examined,
as to the disposition to be made of the unappropriated lands in the State of
Tennessee, which were made liable, under the legislation of North Carolina
to the satisfaction of the claims of the officers and soldiers of North Caro.
lina for services rendered during the revolutionary war ; and shortly after
the_treaty with the Chickasaw Indians, of the 5th of July, 1805, by
which the boundary line was fixed between the Chickasaw nation of Indians.
and the United States. A compact was entered into between the United
States and the State of Tennessee, adjusting the difficulty that had existed
for some years ; the conditions upon which this was done are specified in
the act of Congress of 29th of April, 1806. The lands lying south and west
of the line established by the treaty of the 5th of July, 1805, and since
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