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| Rep. No. 414. ] 249

of the laburcrs, immured in sulphureous and damp pits, while getting it, is
exposed to a danger, which will not be encountered on the banks ot: the
Potomac. Some estimate of this advantage of the Potomac coal mines,
over coal pits, so circumstanced, may be formed, from the fact, that the
bushel of coal now costs at the summit of the shafts sunk near the James
viver, considerably more than the computed expense of raising and trans-
porting it to the markets of the Potomac, exclusive of toll. Every branch
of American manufacture is destined, hereafter, to experience this advan-
tage, in a competition with Great Britain, for the supply, not only of
American consumption, but of that of all other nations. Great Britain
owes her superiority, in manufactures, eminently, to her abundant mines
of this valuable mineral ; and that nation which shall hereafter obtain it,
on the cheapest terms, all other circumstances being alike, must surpass
Lier in the mechanic arts, as she has hitherto done the rest of the world.

¢¢ Prices of Coal in Philadelphia, from 1818 fo 1825, inclusive.

1818. Foreign coal, Liverpool, - - - 30 cts. per bushel.
Do. Newcastle, - - - 35
Virginia, - - - - - st
Pennsylvania, - - - - 50
1819. The same of the whole.
1820. Thesame, excepting Penusylvania, - 50
1821. Foreign coal, - - - - 30a 85
Virginia, - - - - - 28 a 30
Pennsylvania, - - - - 30 a 35
1822. Do. - - - - 6 "]
Foreign, - - - - - 28 a 35
18235. Do, - - - - - 30a 53
Virginia, - - - - . 25a 28
Pennsylvania, - - - - 25a 30
1824. Do. - - - - - 23a 35
Virginia, - - - - - 20a 28
Foreign, - - - - - 30a 33

1825. The same as 1824,

« Qwing to the season being far advanced when the Schuylkill navigation
was completed, and the dryness of the season, there was less Pennsylva-
nia coal brought to market than was expected. 'T'he price has, of course,
risen since the beginning of winter. The general expectation is, however,
that there wil] be a plentiful supply next summer and fall, from the
Lehigh and Schuylkill mines, and that the price will not exceed twenty
cents per bushel, or five dollars and sixty cents per ton, of twenty-eight
bushels. ‘ :

¢ The preceding table and statement were supplied to the Central Com-
mittee of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, by a member of the Senate of
Pennsylvania.

¢The price of coals on the James river, and the cost of Virginia and
Pennsylvania coal for a series of years, in Washington, will be found in
the annexed information from a resident merchant in Washington, and a
dealer in that commodity.
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[ Rep. No. 414. ] - 869

and Joiner Work of suck a Light Iron Canal

Specification of the Carpentcr
pecification of ’ Passage Boal.

n length, five feet six in-

i t seventy feet i ]
The length of the boat, as specified, at seventy e e o following

ches in breadth, and two feet six inches in depth. It is
manner, viz:

Fore deck - - - - - 4 feet in length.

Fore sheets - - - - - According to the num-
Space for steerage cabin and principal cabin, &c. - ber of the travellers
After sheets - - - - - intended for.

After deck - - - - - 4 feet.

The false ribs for securing the inside lining consist of willow timber, one inch
in breadth, and seven-eighths of an inch in deepness, which must be free from
knots and shakes, so that they may bend easily after_belng stoved to {he curved
form of the boat, to which they are secured with nails, riveted to the upright flange
of the ribs.

The sea-crofts, fore and aft, must extend from the stem and stern to the end of
the cabins, and be four inches in breadth, and two inches in thickness, of the best
Memel plank; which is kept flush with the gunwale inside, and secured with three-
eighths of an inch rivets, one throughout each rib.

Two timber heads on each side, near the bow and stern, are placed in the most
convenient situation for mooring the boat, and secured with glands fixed with
clenched rivets, so that the timber heads may be taken out and replaced, when
found necessary; to consist of solid oak timber, five inches in breadth, two inches
thick, one foot in length below the gunwale, and seven inches above.

The beams which support the deck, fore and aft, consist of oak plank two in-
ches thick, three inches deep in the centre, and two inches deep at each end, with
a curve of half an inch to the foot in length; and they are secured with a sheet-
iron plate to the gunwale, angle iron, and sea-croft.

The gunwale or covering boards should consist of the best Memel fir plank, one
inch in thickness, which extends from stem to stern; the cover is secured to the
gunwale flange and wele, that forms a moulding round the same.

The ends and divisions of the cabins should consist of Memel plank, two and a
half inches in breadth, and onc inch and three-fourths thick, which will form
diagonal frames, for the purpose of strengthening the boat, so as to resist external
pressures. The said frames must be lined at the ends of the cabins outside, with
the best half-inch American yellow pine plank. The framing in the inside of
the cabins may be lined as may be approved of.

The sleepers, for support of the flooring, should be two inches deep, by one inch
and a quarter thick, placed and fitted to each alternate rib, and fixed to the up-
right flange with rivet nails. The flooring should consist of the best yellow pine
plank, one inch thick, and not to exceed six inches in breadth, which must be
properly cleaned, ploughed, and feathered.

The height of the cabins, from the top of the floor to the lower part of the
beams, six feet at the centre, and the height of the sides above the level of the
floor will be five feet under the beams; consequently, the beams will have a curve
of twelve inches.

The standards or stancheons of the sides of the cabins should consist of the best
white American oak, one inch thick, and one and a half broad at the gunwale,
and one inch in breadth at the top of the cabin, and placed at each alternate rib,
to which it is secured; the distance being twenty-four inches from centre to centre.
The top gunwale, for the support of the roof, to be made of the best Memel fir or
red pine, free of blemish or knots, and extend the whole length of the cabin, two
and a half inches deep outside; the upper edge is bevelled to suit the curve of
the beams, and two inches in thickness, mortised to fit the tenure of the standard,
having a projection for a bead, and thickness of outside lining.
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