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manently useful than the mere acquisition of filrs, which, viewed by itself,
is beginning to be already considered as scarcely worth attention. The ex-
change of our cotton goods alone, (the produce of the south, and their manu-
facture by otherportions of our country,) for the articles already enumerated
as received from the Mexicans, will give employment to thousands of our
enterprising citizens. s ol 8 :
It fs not in my power to state even the probable amount of the eapital
employed in this particular branch of trade: many of the adventurers reside
in the frontier counties on the Missouri, and others, (citizens of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Alabama, and Arkansas,) also engaged in it, have proceeded to
their destination without passports from this office: the claims of some of
those individuals for remuneration for their losses, being the first intimation |
received by me of their adventure. . da sy
The very little information which it would be in my power to give, in |
relation to the facilities afforded to, or impediments thrown in the way of,’
our trade by the Mexican Government, would only embarrass the subjectyt
without throwing sufficient light thereon to elicit positive facts. I would, -
nevertheless, conceive it my duty to suggest that our commerdial relationis:
with that Government should be so clearly and particularly defined as to en-
able our citizens to baffle every attempt at extortion, or to resist any illegal’:
charges which the cupidity of some of those in power may induce them to "
exact,
3d. . The condition of the trade in the vicinity of the Rocky Moun-
lains, and west of them.
The trade in the region of the mountains is believed to be declining: All
the information received by me on the subject tends to establish the fact of
a very pereeptible decrease of the furred animals. This is attributed in part:
to the circumstance of their being hunted and trapped by the whites as well®
as Indians, but the principal cause of the disappearance of these animals is
generally attributed to the proximity of the British traders and hunters. It
is well known that a great portion of the furs received by them has been .
hunted on the American territory.
With respect to the mode of coilecting and transporting the furs obtained
in the mountains, either by trappers or traders, I can only state the infor-
mation derived from others, that very few of the packs of beaver brought,

ydown the present year have been received in the way of trade with the
Indians; the principal portion of them have been frapped by the nien em-
ployed for that purpose, and who go out in different directions, in smali
parties, furnished with traps and some articles of trade. They are trans-
ported on horses and mules to the nearest depot, which is generally near
some navigable water course. Those trading establishments on the Mis.
souri, it is believed, receive most of their furs from the Indians themselves
in the way of trade.  As Major Dougherty and Mr. Pilcher and Mr. Gor-
don have made communications to the War Departmention this subject, it
will be unnecessary for me to dwell on it, particularly as the two last named
gentlemen have been recently engaged in the business. Their statements

may be implicitly relied on. Hi

The measures which a reasonable protection of thefur trade and the inland
trade to Mexico would seem to require, are— | & L s
~ Firstly. An entire abolition of the duties on such articles as are specially
imported for t?hls trade, (the fur trade,) and which are not manufactured.
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within the United States. They consist of 'Blaﬁkets, strouds (blue and

scarlet,) scalping or butchers’ knives, vermillion, beads, &c., &e. ,
Secondly. The imposition of a duty on furs and peltries from foreign
. countries, equal to that imposed on those articles by the same countries.

Thirdly. The enlistment and equipment for servie of a corps of mount-

~ed men. ~ This corps, if organized with a view to an efficient protection of
" the interests now under consideration, should be composed of young men
of respectable character, and approved habits. Their voluntary enlistment
for the term required, (say three years,) should be regarded as a pledge of
their future usefulness. Their officers should, in my opinion, be appointed
and commissioned by the President, which would at least effect a prevention
of that system of electioneering which is so justly considered the bane and
ruin of a military corps, and which tends to the entire subversign of all
authority. This torce should be sufficiently respectable, (say 1,000 strong,)
to admit of portions being occasionally detached on particular service; and,
when united, and acting in conjunction with such portions of the infantry
stationed at our frontier posts, on occasions requiring a display, would be
productive of incalculable benefit, not only in the protection of the imme-
diate interests for which it is designed, but as a means of preserving peace
among the various tribes collected and collecting on our borders, and who
are already beginning to require an interposition of the strong arm of the
Government to quell their feuds. Being mounted and operating chiefly in
a prairie country, it would be in the power of select detachments from this
corps to move to the points requiring their presence with the utmost celerity
_imaginable. Their arins should be a rifle, Harper’s Ferry pistols, sword,
knife, and tomahawk, The rifle should be occasionally exchanged (at the
“depot,) for a musket and bayonet, which is known to be far superior to the
former in a night attack, and when the men became acquainted with its
superiority over their favorite weapon, they will cheerfully adopt it.

It is obvious that the force recommended to be raised for the protection
of the fur trade, and inland trade to Mexico, can, if properly organized
not only be instrumental in saving the lives and property of many of our
most valuable and enterprising citizens, but also be the means, probably, of.

preventing serious difficulties among the tribes on our borders, and between

them and the exposed frontier settlers. And the appearance of a force of
this description among the remote tribes of the Upper Missouri, would effect

an object which has Jong been considered most desirable in this section of

the Union.
Should the department approve the measure which I have recommended

in relation to the prohibition of spirituous liquors in the Indian country, T
would respectfully suggest that early instructions be transmitted to ;he
officers of Government on the subject. The evil cannot be too speedily
remedied.

The difficulties which have been experienced, and the little success which
has attended my efforts to obtain refurns from the ¢raders of their annual
outfits, admonishes me of the necessity hereafter (if approved,) of requiring
* them to file in the superintendent’s office exact statements on oath, of the
~description required; and of making their compliance with this requisition
4 condition of their being permitted to trade: thus furnishing a means of

aseertaining the real value of the fur trade, and of the degree of protection

“aeessary (o its prosecution hereafter.

’
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1 am sensible, sir, that the brief answers I am constrained to make to your
inquiries, and the unconnected statements responding to the call of the
Senate, may not prove as satisfactory as could be wished; yet surrounded
as I am by hundreds of Indians, some emigrating from the northeast, and
for whom a home is to be provided here, others from west of the Rocky
Mountains visiting me, together with deputations from various other tribes,
all expecting a satisfactory adjustment of their difficulties; and it being (ex-
clusive of these interruptions,) a season of uncommon and incessant occupa-
tion, T hope I shall be excused from entering into details already furnished
in the statements which accompany this report.

I have the honor to be,
With great respect,
Your most obedient seryant:

The Hon. Lewis Cass,

Secretary of War, Washington city.

——————
4 No. 2.

JOSHUA PILCHER’S REPORT.
St. Louis, 1st December, 1831.

r Sir: When at Cantonment Leavenworth a short time ago, I received your
communication, under date of 9th September, accompanied by a number
of queries relating to Indian trade. Immediately on my arrival at this
place, I addressed to General Clark some very hasty answers to \such of
your interrogatories as I thought most important, and have now the honor
to offer some further information. In doing this, I propose to confine my-
self to the following topics: :

1. An account of the rise, progress, and present condition of the Indian
trade west of the State of Missouri. :

2. The condition of the fur trade along the base of the Rocky mountains,
and west of them. ;

3. The inland trade to Mexico.

Owing to a want of enterprise on the part of the inhabitants of Upper
Louisiana, and the selfish policy of the Spanisii Government, the Missouri
river, and the resources of the country by which it is watered, remained but
little known until after the cession of that country to the United States in
1803. The successful voyage of Captains Lewis and Clark, a short time
after that transaction, opened a new field for American enterprise; but it
was destined to remain unexplored for a time, owing, in some measure, to
the late war with England, and partly, as I have always thought, to the in-
judicious policy of the first adventurers from this country to the remote
region watered by the Missouri and its tributaries. '

Very soon after Lewis and Clark ‘completed their memorable tour, an
enterprising citizen of St. Louis fitted out an expedition destined for the
Yellow Stone river. He headed it in person, and was accompanied by 50
or 60 men, for the double purpose of opening a trade with the Indians of
that country, and of trapping beaver. His successful return the next year,
induced others to turn their attention to the same business; and, in a short
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time, a company Wis cinized, with a ca flicient to earry ona trade

with fhe remoto tribes on tire Upper Missouri, and, at the same time, pro-
secute the trapping businéss on an “extensive scale.. This company set‘out
from St. Louis in 1809, and established a post in the fall of that year at the
. Mandan Villages, leaving all the country below to the operation of small
adventurers. . The party was about 250 strong, and the post on the Yellow
«,E$t6ne, cstablished by the first adventurer after the return of Lewis and /
‘Clark, was occupied by a part of this great company during the winter of
_1810; and, in the spring of that year, one of the gentlemen concerned, ac-
‘companied by 60 or 70 men, crossed over to the Three Forks of the Mis-
souri, built a fort, and fitted out his men in different parties for the purpose *
of trapping.  They were soon discovered by what is commonly called the:
Blackfeet Indians: the parties were attacked in every direction, and some
entirely defeated; and a short time convinced the gentleman in charge that
he could not sustain himself in the country. He consequeatly assembled
hisremaining men, fell back upon the Yellow Stone, and; in the fall of 1810,
crossed the Rocky mountains, and established a fort on Lewis’ forkiof the
Columbia, where he passed the winter of 1810-1811.  The latter end of the
fall of 1810, and- the spring of 1813, were occupied in trapping, without
molestation, the party encountering mnone than the. Snake' Indians, who
manifested no objections to their doing so. fIn the summer following, the
gentleman abandoned his fort, recrossed the mountains, and returned to the
Missouri.. In his absence, the company had experienced some difficulty with
the Mandans and Grosventres, which may have been produced by the influ-
ence of the Northwest Company, which, a¢ that time, had aniintercourse
with those Indians. ~The American Company had abandoned this post in
_consequence. of those difficulties, and established another about 150 miles
below, near the Richara Villages. = The gentleman from the Columbia came
in under the expectation of returning, but found, on his arrival, that difficul-
tics had arisen among the members of the company during his absence,
which shortly after led to its dissolution, and consequently his views respgct-
ing the business. west of the mountains were defeated. ‘Inthesame year
a company was fitted out by Mr. Astor, of New York, for the purpose of
entering into the trade on the Columbia river.  For the result of that un-
dertaking, together with the present state of the tradein that country, I beg
leave to refer you to a communication of mine addressed to the honorable
J. H. Eaton in 1830. .

The commencement ef the war with Great Britain, in 1812, putanend =
to the trade in the remote parts of the Missouri; and, during its continu-
ance, our citizens confined their intercourse to those tribes that inhabit the
country immediately along our borders, seldom attempting to go farther
west than the Council Bluffs, 'After the termination of the war, outfits
were sent up as. high as the Sioux, who inhabit the country, on either side
of the Missouri, from the Leaw gui bour 1o the Richara Villages; andia
trade was opened with all the different bands, though not without such diffi- '/
culties as are inseparable from an intercourse with all Indians who are unac- &
quainted with the manners and ' eustoms of the whites. The trade was not: 7
confined to a single individual or company, but was divided among a suffi-
cient number of persons to ensure supplies to the Indians on very reasonable i
terms. It continued thus until 1819, no attempt being made to extend vit
beyond the point above mentioned..  In that year a company was formed in'
St Louis for the purpose of entering into the trade, and had for its objectthe
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=stablishment of a ¢hain of posts from the wes its of the State of Mis-!
souri, ‘across the country, to'the Pacific ocean. Its means, however, were |
too limited for such an undertaking; besides which, it had to encounter 2’
spirited oppusition from-anether company. © The third yeariafter it com-
menced brought in a secord competitor, and the trade, thus divided, resulted
in annual losses ‘instead of profits; and, as a matter of course, the Indians
were benefitted in proportion.  Notwithstanding these disadvantages, how-
ever, it had succeeded in extending its posts as high onthe Missouri‘as the
Mandan Villages, and had established one at the niouth of the Big Horn, on
the Yellow Stone, which was intended as a depot for a party of hunters,
svho were defeated in the spring of 1823, near that place, by the' Blackfeet:

Indians,  This defeat, together with several other heavy losses previously
encountered, and the annual losses resulting from an inveterate opposition,
shortly after, led to its entire failure. About this time, the American Fuy
Company had turned their attention to the Missouri-trade, ‘and, as might
have been expected, soon put an end to all opposition.  Backed as it was by
any amount of capital, and with skilful agents to' conduct its affairs at every

point, it succeeded, by the year 1827, in monopolizing the whole trade 'of
the Indians on the Missouri, and has maintained that monopoly up to this
itme, ‘and I have but little doubt will continueto do'so for yearsto
come, as it would be rather a hazardous business to small adventurers to rise
1 opposition to it.  In answering some of your queries a short time since,
I pointed out the different establishments of that company, together with
their locality.

The value of the trade among those tribes upon our immediate borders,
has greatly diminished within the last ten years, and, in a short' time, will
scarcely be worth attending to. [ allude to those tribes who are dependant
for their supplies on the post near the Council Bluffs, the Pawnees, Ottas,
Missouries, Mohaws, Puncas, &c. But the company is more than compen-
sated for this decline in the trade below, by its increased value in more re-
mote parts of the country to which it has been recently extended.

I have sometimes thought that a monopoly of the trade, while it served
as a‘means of controliing the Indians, would result'eventually in as” much
benefit to them as could he derived from an opposition, provided it were
possible for such a thing to exist without abuse; but when left unrestrain< |
ed, it must always be attended with serious disadvantages to them, for it'is
not in the nature of man to forego the advantages held out by an uncontrol-
led monopoly in any business, much less onesin which he has to encounter so
many privations as are met with in the fur trade.” The right of any ‘indi-
vidual or company to establish such a monopoly, when possessing the means,
I' do not pretend to call in' question; but, at the same time, ‘would respect-
fully suggest that any privileges, the abuse of which may tend to injare the
Indians, should be studiously avoided;and that neither the wealth or 'stand-
ing of any man, or of any set of men, should afford impunity for the abuse
of such privileges, or for an infraction of the laws.

« Having briefly noticed so much of your enquiry as relates to the usé and
progress of the trade on the Missouri, I propose to give you a sketch of the
mountain business, which is distinct from the reglllantrade of the country,
and which should be called by no other than its pro,fJer' name, that ‘s, the
trapping business. Ll

You will have observed from my account of the 7ise and progress of the
trade, that the }g‘actice of trapping had its origin with the first attempts that
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were made to ‘.‘o;;'e'n'v an intercourse with the remote nations ihhabiti;ig the

country adjacent to the waters of the Missouri. It, however, wasnever made
the exclusive object of any company until the year 1822. In that year, an |
expedition was fitted out by a gentleman of St Louis, avowedly for that pur~

pose; a large party of men was employed for the service, as his partner
ascended the Missouri as high as the Yellow Stone, and established a post
‘there in the fall of that vear. Additional men and means were sent up the
following spring.  Several causes, however, combined to confine the opera-

tions to the Missouri, below the Great falls, and to the waters of the Yellow

Stone, until the spring of 1824, and, up to that time, I believe, the many

disasters encountered by the company made it an unprofitable business. In

the spring of that year, the gentleman in charge of the expedition crossed

the mountains, and fell into the waters of the Colorado, (then supposed to
be the Rio del Norte,) which, together with a large section of country to

the west of them, were found to be very rich in furs. After remaining a

short time, he left the party for St. Louis, for a supply of merchandise suit-
ed to the wants of men engaged in such a business, where he arrived in the
early part of the fall, when his partner set out with a party of men and the
outfitrequired, crossed the mountainsin the spring following, and succeeded
in finding the party that had been left in the country. Some of them were
hired to the company, others were freemen, trapping on their own account,

but having been equipped by the company, were probably under obligations ' i

to turn over their furs to it at the expiration of the hunt. They had been

all successful; and, in the course of the hunt, had fell. in with a gentleman = ’

of the Hudson’s Bay Company, most of whose men had left him and joined
the party in question, taking with them the proceeds of their hunt; and the
gentleman from St. Louis, on meeting with these parties, was measurably
compensated for former losses by a very advantageous trade. He returned:
to St. Louis, and, in the spring following, made another adventure, in which

he was still more successful; and was then succeeded by others who had

been attached to his interest and active in his service from the commence-
ment of his business. They followed it up with equal good fortune for a

time; but it was not to be expected that such a series of rich returns would

fail to command the attention of others; nor did they. Other persons have
turned their attention to the business; and I do not think it would be any.
exaggeration to say that there are, at this time, five hundred men engaged in
the different sections of the mountains. They range across the country
from the mouth of the Yellow Stone to the heads of the rivers Platte, Ar-
kansas and Rio del Norte; over the mountainous region watered by the Co-
lorado, and down that river to the Gulf of California, west of the Colorado,
to the sources of the Multnomah and Bonaventura; and over all the country
watered by the different tributaries of the Columbia, and the southern
branches of the Missouri. ,

This may be considered the most valuable branch of the fur trade; but it
must be admitted that it is distinct from the Zndian trade; and it is proper
here to state, by way of explanation, that when I said, in answer to your

_12th query, ‘“the furs are taken almost exclusively by our own hunters,’” I
+ had allusion only to this business, and not to the regular trading establish-
ments. It is true that persons who engage in trapping do not refuse to
trade furs from the Indians, because it would neither be consistent with their
interests nor sound policy to do so. But it is equally certain, that at least
nine-tenths of the furs brought in from that country are taken by our own

&
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hunters. How such a number of men got into that country for those pur-
poses, may be difficult to comprehend by one unacquainted with the sub-
ject; but, to a person familiar with the fur trade, it is easily understood.
Those disposec{) to embark in that business, generally apply for a license to
trade, or for a passport to go through the Indian country to the Mexican
territory. They comply with all the requisitions of the War Department,
when the superintendent of Indian Affairs at St. Louis is bound to grant such
license or passport. They make that kind of arrangement with the men as
best suits them; some are hired to go out with the condition that their em-
ployer shall equip them for a hunt when they reach theplace of destination,

and leave them in the country as freemen; others are employed to go out

and return, but are sometimes left in the country; others again are engaged
to serve out their time in the mountains, and then be permitted to remain;
and many that are employed in the inland trade to Mexico, embark in this
business after the; arrive in the Spanish country. From this, it must ap-
pear that there has been an annual increase of numbers from the commence-
ment of the system; and, although the fur bearing animals have greatly di-

minished, the inducements are still so strong as to leave no doubt but that

the number will continue to augment. Most persons thus employed are
called freemen, and rove about the country according to their own ihclina-
tions; but, as a measure of safety, they generally unite in parties strong enough
to defend themselves against hostile Indians; and such parties are common-
ly conducted by the person who furnishes the supplies and receives the furs.
Those traders generally have a sufficient number of* hired men; a part em-
ployed in hunting, with the requisite number to guard their camp, take care
of the surplus horses of those employed in hunting, skin and prepare the
beaver, &c. For subsistence they are dependant entirely on the wild ani-
mals of the country. The police of their camp is necessarily rigid, to guard
against a surprise by Indians, and to preserve their horses. For this pur-
pose, sentinels are kept out during each night, nor are the horses suffered to
run at large in the day time, without two or three men to watch them.
When they set out on their fall hunt, if divided into different parties, they
generally agree on some place of rendezvous, where they meet afier the

hunt is over and spend the winter. In the’spring, the same plan is obsery-

ed, and, after the completion of their spring hunt, they assemble and deli-

' ver the furs to their equipper about the first of July, who arrives in St. Louis
in the month of September or October following, with the proceeds of his
adventure. Those who remain in the country, employ themselves in hunt-
ing, for a subsistence, until the trapping season commences, say until Sep-
tember.

Gentlemen of respectability embark in this business, and have made for-
tunes at it, and many young men of good character engage personally in trap-
ping, whose purpose it is to save their hard earnings; but a great proportion
of them are men who seem to have no other object in view but a subsistence.
They are composed of all nations; and it must be admitted, that the simili-
tude between the life they lead, and that of the Indians, 1s ‘so striking as to
admit of no other distinction than that one is civilized'and the other savage.

I'am unable to state correctly the value of the returns, but think they
haye not fell short of 1,400 packs of beaver in the last 7 years; probably, if
correctly ascertained, they would exceed.that number. When the consent
of the Indians is not asked and received in a for nal manner, it is generally
:mplied when they make no resistance; but sugb‘ioonsent affords no protec-
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inter. . ‘The Indians. of. that country acknowled
ndaries. A section of country in which any trib

found, Is ca eg_,_t,/t«eir;‘s, fx:orn the fact of their being able to sustain
in it against their enemies; but, at the same time, that country is
i "'_“};be' incursions of their enemies, and consequently a trapper isas'm
© exposed as if the Indians possessing or occupying the country were to ma

It :’gbjg:ctiqns to, his hunting. G, ikl

~_ Horses and mules are used in_this business as well by those engaged ia
* hunting as for the transportation of goods used in the trade and the fur re-
~ turns. On one occasion, the outfit was taken in wagons, and the furs brought
__in by the same conveyance, but horses and mules are greatly preferable;

indeed, they are indispensable to the suceessful prosecution of the busines
. By reference: to a statement accompanying my first answers'to your que-
vies, you will be able to form a pretty correct idea of the loss of life attend:
ing such pursuits. About nine-tenths of the persons mentioned in that
statement were either immediately engaged, or destined for the business in
question; and this part, together with the general history of' thessubject,
might seem as an.answer to your inquiry respecting the effect upon the Tn-
dians., I, however, will bestow a few additional remarks upon it, and close
that branch of the subject. . That the effects are unfavorablesin'a great dex
gree, admits not.of a doubt; nor can any man, who is at all acquainted with:
the Indian character, and whose judgment is not biased by his interest;
hesitate for.a moment to acknowledge it. - My opinions on this subject had
their origin with. the, commencement of my intercourse with the Indians
west of the Mississippi, and. are now bottomed upon. the experience o
twelye years constantly employed in the Indian country.  During that tim
I have had intercourse, personally, with almost every nation'as far west as
the foot of the mountains on the Columbia river, and with some of  those
tribes who inhabit the British possessions to the north of the 49th degree o
latitude, and I haye seen nothing during the time alluded to, that ‘did not"
tend to confirm the opinions originally imbibed. '
Upon_ the'subject of the inland trade to Mexico, I can say but little,
never having been engaged in it either directly or indirectly, and cons
quently am dependant, for what I have to say upon the information o
others., . That this branch of commerce is rapidly inereasing, there can be!
no. doubt; and that. it labors under serious embarrassments, which coul‘f"t
be remoyed by the General Government, with a trifling expense, is equall}."ﬁ 1
true. Many. years ago, some of our enterprising citizens opened ‘a trade
with the inhabitants of that country, and shortly after, an appropriation was
made by Congress, and commissioners appointed to mark out a road. Thi

work was executed, and the road has been in constant use from the time it:
was surveyed;and itis known, and has become the resort of thousands, nay 4
tens of. thousands pf wandering Indians, whose nature it is to regard aﬁu 5
strangers as enemies, and,who infestthe route for the purpose of murderin
and pillaging our. citizens.. -One of our'most enterprising citizens (Mr.
D. Smith) fell a victim to some of those Indians, in the early part of a%g
summer, while engaged in that trade; and I confidently look forward to tie
time when a whole caravan will share the same fate, unless some steps : i
kken to protect them, : ; 7
ose engaged in, that trade, generally, leave the western parts oi"fth
S i the latter end of the spring, according to information, and

in the Mél},;a_fﬂgr haying exchanged the merchandise taken out for
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